Procedure for Requesting Diaconal Assistance for Individuals in Need Within the OPC
Committee on Diaconal Ministries
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Overview:

The Committee on Diaconal Ministries (CDM) is privileged to be able to respond to appeals
for diaconal assistance forindividualsin need within the OPC, using funds entrusted to it
through the faithful giving of individuals and churches.

In striving to follow a Presbyterian structure within the diaconate, the CDMrequires that
appealsforaidforindividuals be presented toit only after havingfirst been considered at
the local and regional levels of the church.

Procedure:

The CDM provides aform entitled, “Form for Requesting Diaconal Assistance forIndividuals

inNeed Withinthe OPC” to be usedto submita request.

The form is available upon request or at OPC.org, under Ministries - Diaconal Ministries at

http://opc.org/committee_dm.html

The form can be printed and mailedin, or completed on line and submitted by email.

The form should be submitted by a Presbytery or a Presbytery Diaconal Committee (PDC).

The CDM receives the completed form with the expectation that the Presbytery or PDC has:

o Receivedtherequestfromasessionordeacon board that hasdetermined that the need
cannot be fully met withinthe local congregation

o Examinedtherequestandascertained the legitimacy and extent of the need

o Determinedthatthe needcannotbe fully metwithin the Presbytery

o Participatedinrespondingpartially towardthe need, if atall possible

The form should be accompanied by financial documentation that defines the need and

supportsthe request.

The form should be accompanied by a report of the Presbytery’s or PDC’s investigative

work, as well as their conclusions and advice to the CDM in this matter.

The completed formisreceived by the COMAdministrator, who will forwardittothe

appropriate sub-committeeand, if the sub-committee requires furtherinformation, will

contact the requestorfor more details.

The CDM will extend diaconal assistance with the understanding that the Presbytery or PDC

that made the request will provide oversight and continuing care to individuals who receive

assistance fromthe CDM.

Contact:

Mr. David Nakhla

Administrator, Committee on Diaconal Ministries
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church

607 N.Easton Road, Bldg. E

Willow Grove, PA 19090

Cell 562-760-7606

Email David.Nakhla@opc.org

Procedure based on the CDM Operating Manual (Rev. 13b) dated Feb. 26, 2016
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