


Sunday-School Suggestions

•

A Strange Church Service
By FRANCES HEALY

I T is Sunday morning. The service
begins. The minister prays, in Eng­

lish. Then he preaches in French,
leads the congregation in a hymn in
German, and pronounces the benedic­
tion in Spanish. Do you think this
sounds fantastic? Well, maybe it does,
but it is an example of what goes on
every Sunday morning in the village
of Ghinda, Eritrea.

Mr. Duff, our Orthodox Presbyterian
missionary in Ghinda, holds these serv­
ices in a native-style mud-brick white­
washed house near the Ghinda market­
place, corresponding to our 7th and
Broadway, the center of town. Directly
across the way is the mosque, where
Moslem faithful pray to Allah in the
name of Mohammed. This is a rare
thing to see in the Middle East-the
Gospel being openly preached within
the shadow of a Moslem mosque. In
fact, Christian missionaries are not
even permitted to enter many Moslem
countries, such as Saudi Arabia and
Yemen, across the Red Sea from
Eritrea. In most others they are per­
secuted to some extent, or restricted
from doing evangelistic work. Can
you see what an opportunity is ours in
Eritrea? Great opportunity and great
responsibility!

Let us visit a Sunday morning serv­
ice in Ghinda. Mr. Duff arrives in
town about 9.30. By that time the
Sunday crowds are collecting in the
streets and shops. The service opens
with a hymn, which may be in any
of the three principal languages of
Ghinda: Tigre, Tigrinya, or Amharic.
Mr. Duff accompanies the singing on
a small portable harp. Hearing the
music, people stop to see what is going
on. Some decide to stay and listen,
for one reason or another. It may be
curiosity which prompts them, or a
hope of some material reward to be
gained by association with "rich Ameri­
cans," or a sincere interest in the gospel
message. Many children come, the
older girls with little brothers and
sisters perched on their backs in a
shawl. This is the African version of
Baby-sitting - but the baby does the
sitting in this case.

After the first hymn, Mr. Duff counts
to see how many of the congregation
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understand Amharic, how many speak
Tigre, and how many Tigrinya. If
the majority know Amharic, Mr. Duff
is able to preach fluently to them, for
he knows this language well, having
learned it in his earlier days as a mis­
sionary in Ethiopia. He also preaches
in Tigre, the language on which the
Duffs are working at the present, but
in this language Johannes, who is our
Tigre-speaking language teacher, stands
by to give help. Johannes also preaches
in Tigrinya at times. If the audience
is mixed, Mr. Duff preaches in one
language as Johannes translates to
another.

One thing to be said for these serv­
ices is that there's never a dull moment.
Sometimes a few chickens from the
neighboring yards wander in. Chickens
feel quite at home in houses in Africa,
since they spend most of their time in
the house. Also, to add to the general
confusion, members of the congrega­
tion are constantly getting up and
wandering off during the sermon, and
others straggle in. This is rather dis­
concerting to the preacher, especially
as he often finds that the new arrivals
do not understand the language in
which he had begun to preach. Some­
times it means two or three language
changes during the course of one talk.

This is only a small part of the mis­
sionaries' job. Weare fortunate in
having as our representative in Ghinda
a man who is unusually capable. Are
you remembering to pray for our mis­
sionaries?

(Copied from the BEVERLY PRESS, a
weekly publication of the Beverly
Orthodox Presbyterian Sunday School
in Los Angeles, issue of May 14. The
story was written by Miss Frances
Healy, who was with the Duffs in
Eritrea for part of 1949.)

Here Comes Summer!
By CHARLOTTE MILLING

W IT H the advent of summer, vaca­
tion time approaches, and often

we find the ranks of our Sunday
schools sadly depleted. In many places
this thinning of the ranks is taken for
granted. For several months during
the summer we sink into a slump. We
plan great things for the fall when all

the absent faces will be beaming in
their accustomed places and things will
be going full steam ahead. Let's not
overlook the summer as a time of op­
portunity. Let's see what we can do
to banish the summer slump.

It is certainly true that many children
are gone for a part or perhaps even
the whole of the summer. Let us be
sure to remind these children before
they leave that they should be faithful
in their attendance at Sunday school
and church services wherever they go.
But we may not tell them to attend
"church" indiscriminately. There are
many churches today whose services
are an abomination in the sight of God.
It is our responsibility to educate the
members of our Sunday schools as to
the kind of a church they should seek
while they are gone. If the teacher
can ascertain from his pupils the place
in which he expects to spend his vaca­
tion, he should make it his business to
find out what he can about churches
in that locale and recommend a church
that is faithful in preaching the whole
counsel of God. It would be a good
plan for teachers to mail the lesson
papers to pupils who are to be gone
for any length of time.

Though it is often said that "every­
body goes away" in the summer, it is
quite clear that "everybody" does not.
Lots of "everybodies" stay at home­
and so do their children. Let's con­
sider a few means by which we may
reach new pupils during the summer.
Plan a picnic or a social gathering of
some kind and make it an objective for
each class member to bring a friend
with him. Make sure that these visitors
are heartily welcomed and see that they
have a good time. Invite them to
attend your Sunday school on the
Lord's Day. Follow up these contacts
with a call or a card, if they do not
appear.

Another method which has worked
in some city areas is to have a youngster
or an adult gather a group of children
from the vicinity of his own home and
walk with them to Sunday school or
make arrangements with an adult to
transport the group, if there is quite a
distance involved. If the children in
your Sunday schoel live over quite an
extended area, there are many potential
prospects which may be gathered in
this way.

(See "Sunday School," p. IlS)
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The Glory of the ~hristian~hDreh
By the REV. PROFESSOR R. B. KUIPER

XXXIII
ITS HOLY CHILDREN

ONE of the consequences of the
preaching of the gospel by the

apostle Paul in the heathen city of
Corinth was that in a number of fami­
lies either the husband or the wife
became a Christian while his or her
spouse remained a pagan. That gave
rise to the question whether in such
instances the believer should continue
to live in matrimony with the unbe­
liever. The apostle taught that ordin­
arily this should be done. But signi­
ficantly there was no question in the
church at Corinth as to the ecclesiastical
status of the children of such a mar­
riage. It was understood by all that
the position of such children with
reference. to the church was the same as
that of children both of whose parents
were believers. Paul asserted that they
were holy (I Cor. 7:14).

Without an attempt at a precise
exegesis of the term holy in this con­
text, it may be asserted that the children
of believers are members of the holy
catholic church. All of them are mem­
bers of the visible church. Many of
them are members also of the invisible
church. Those who die in infancy are
translated into the church triumphant.

By this threefold relationship of the
children of believers to the church the
glory of the Christian church is greatly
enhanced.

Covenant Children and the
Visible Church

The very least that the apostle can
have meant when he described the
children of believers as holy was that
they are members of the visible church.
To quote Meyer's Commentary: "Chris­
tians' children are not profane, outside
the theocratic community and the
divine covenant and belonging to the
unholy world, but, on the contrary,
holy."

The church consists of those with
whom God has established the cove­
nant of grace, and Scripture is most
insistent that this number includes not
only believers, but also their children.
To Abraham, the father of the faithful,
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God said: "I will establish my cove­
nant between me and thee and thy seed
after thee in their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto
thee and to thy seed after thee," (Gen.
17:7). And the apostle Peter had in
mind the same covenant of grace when
in his Pentecostal sermon he pleaded
with "the house of Israel:" "Repent
and be baptized everyone of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, for the promise is
unto you and to your children" (Acts
2:36-39).

Because the children of believers
are in the covenant of grace and the
church consists of those who are in
the covenant, therefore these children
must be received by baptism into the
membership of the church. Nothing
could be more logical. And so it is
not surprising that almost the whole
Christian church in all its branches
from the days of the apostles to the
present time has practiced infant
baptism.

Exceedingly sad to say, many
churches which baptize infants have
long since divorced this practice from
the covenant of grace. The conse­
quences are deplorable. Rome teaches
that children should by all means be
baptized because, if they should die
without the benefit of this sacrament,
they would be assigned to a special
area reserved for unbaptized children,
where these do not sufler pain, to be
sure, but miss the joy of seeing God.
Numerous Protestant churches have on
this score departed as far from the truth
as has Rome. Infant baptism having
become shrouded in superstition, many
Protestant parents have a vague notion
that in some magical way this sacra­
ment guarantees the salvation of their
little ones if they should happen to
die in infancy, or at least improves their
chances of being saved. Often infant
baptism is regarded as a mere dedica­
tory rite. It is thought that in this
ceremony the parents dedicate their
children to God, but the promises and
obligations of the covenant of grace are
forgotten. And comparatively few
Protestant churches today take the
membership of baptized children seri-

ously, Baptistism is prevalent not only
in Baptist churches, as might reason­
ably be expected, but also in Methodist,
Congregational, Presbyterian and other
denominations.

That is one reason, and a potent one,
why so few churches today have any
hold on the children of the covenant.
Almost all Protestant churches put their
children in the same category with the
children of unbelievers and pagans. If
the church does not count them as
members, how can they be expected
to think of themselves as church mem­
bers? Having no sense of belonging
to the church, they drift away. If the
church regards them as heathen, small
wonder if they behave as heathen.

By the grace of God there are excep­
tions to this rule. A few churches
still take seriously the doctrine of the
covenant as it relates to the children
of believers, baptize these children be­
cause they are in the covenant, and
actually count them as members of
the church. These churches insist,
and rightly so, on their being full
members. To be sure, they are not
rated as communicant members, for
the sacrament of holy communion is
only for such as, having come to years
of discretion, can discern the Lord's
body (I Cor. II:29). Nevertheless they
are full members, just as a child born
of American parents is by that very
token from the moment of its birth a
full American citizen. Therefore the
children are listed on the church rolls,
their names appear in the church di­
rectory, they are instructed by the pas­
tor of the church in catechism classes,
they sit with their parents in the Sun­
day services, and, in case they err, they
are admonished, not only by their
parents, but also by the church. Such
churches usually flourish because they
are built not only from without, but
as well from within.

Covenant Children and the
Invisible Church

All whose names appear on the
church rolls are members of the visible
church. But only those who by the
grace of the Holy Spirit have been
born again are members of the invisi-
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ble church. And the reason why this
aspect of the church is called invisible
is that men cannot tell infallibly who
are regenerate and who are not.

That not all children of believing
parents are saved goes without saying.
Esau and Jacob were twin sons of be­
lieving Isaac, but only Jacob was saved.
By no stretch of the imagination can
one come to the conclusion that all of
David's sons were saved. It follows
that not all children of' believers are
born again, for every regenerated per­
son is sure to be saved. God who has
begun a good work in him is certain
to perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ (Phil. I: 6) .

The fact that not all children of
believers are saved does not alter the
truth that all of them are in the cove­
nant of grace. Scripture speaks of the
unbelieving children of believers as
covenant-breakers (e.g. Jer. 31:32).
They could hardly break the covenant
if they were not in any sense in the
covenant. Theologians correctly depict
the covenant of grace by two concentric
circles. The smaller one represents the
covenant as a vital relationship, and
only the regenerate are within it. The
larger one represents the covenant as a
legal relationship, and all children of
believers are in it.

Although not all the children of
believers are regenerated, yet it is the
plain teaching of Scripture that a great
many of them are. Some are born
again as mere babes, others as adoles­
cents, still others as adults. Just when
it may please the sovereign God to
bestow the grace of regeneration upon
a given child of the covenant we have
no way of telling. But this we know:
in the imparting of saving grace to
sinners God, although not bound by
family relationships, yet takes them
into account. He is, and manifests
Himself to be, the God of believers
and their children. That truth lies at
the very heart of the Scriptural doc­
trine of the covenant of grace. The
conclusion is warranted that it may
be assumed that covenant children by
and large are or will be regenerated.

Scripture tells us of at least two
children of believers who experienced
the spiritual birth even before their
natural birth. Paradoxical though it
may <sound, they were born again
before they were born. Said God to
Jeremiah: "Before I formed thee in
the belly 'I knew thee; and before thou
earnest forth out of the womb I sancti­
fied thee" (Jer. 1:5). And the angel
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Gabriel, when announcing the birth of
John the Baptist to his father Zacharias,
said: "He shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost even from his mother's womb"
(Luke 1:15). There is no compelling
reason to think that these two instances
were exceptional.

It can easily be shown from Scripture
that many covenant children are re­
generated in babyhood. Our Lord's
statement to Nicodemus: "Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the king­
dom of God" (John 3:3), was a sweep­
ing one permitting no exceptions. In­
fants are no exceptions either. They
were shapen in iniquity and in sin did
their mothers conceive them (Psalm
51:5). Without regeneration no infant
can go to heaven. But it can be shown
from Scripture that those covenant
children who die in infancy do go to
heaven. And obviously their number
is considerable. Nor is there any reason
to suppose that the regenerating grace
of the Holy Spirit is confined to those
children of the covenant the span of
whose earthly life is destined to be
brief. The conclusion is inescapable
that a great many covenant children
are born again as babes.

To base a doctrine on experience is
dangerous, to say the least. All of
Christian doctrine must be based
squarely on the Word of God. But
experience often corroborates the teach­
ing of Holy Writ. That is true also
in this instance. Countless children
of the covenant as they grow up cannot
recall any period in their lives when
they did not fear and love the Lord.
It is not unusual for covenant children
to have a definite recollection of fearing
and loving God at the age of four or
five.

Thus we come to the happy conclu­
sion that in numerous instances the
little lambs in Christ's flock have re­
ceived new hearts. That makes them
members of the invisible church.

Covenant Children and the
Church Triumphant

All those covenant children who are
born again are certain on their depar­
ture from this life to go to heaven,
for it is impossible that anyone should
pluck them out of the hand of the
good Shepherd (John 10:28). Whether
they depart at the age of ninety days
or ninety years, in either case they go
to join the church triumphant.

At this point, however, a most im­
portant question arises. If a covenant

child dies in infancy, is there any way
of ascertaining whether it was regen­
erate? In other words, can believing
parents be certain of the salvation of
those of their children who are taken
from them in infancy? It is not difficult
to see that this question is one of
supreme concern to all Christian
parents.

A child of the covenant has died.
The hearts of the parents are bleeding
and bid fair to break. Their pastor
seeks to console them. What shall
he say?

Shall he tell the mourning parents
that undoubtedly their child has gone
to glory because all who die in infancy,
even the children of unbelievers, are
saved? That is the teaching of several
Protestant churches and also of such
eminent Reformed theologians as
Charles Hodge, B. B. Warfield and
R. A. Webb. But to substantiate that
position conclusively with Holy Scrip­
ture -is difficulr.

Shall the pastor inform the parents
that their child is saved if it was
numbered among God's elect? But

, that is a truism which holds of every
deceased person. And since there is
no a priori way of proving that any
given person is elected to eternal life,
that statement contains no comfort
whatever for the mourning parents.

Shall the pastor assure the parents
that their child is now in heaven if
prior to its decease it was born again?
But that saying will only cause the
parents to search for evidences of re­
generation in their child's behavior.
And that search is almost sure to end
in uncertain and deceptive subjectivism.
Many a child that was thought by its
parents to give proof of exceptional
piety in its earliest years has grown up
in unbelief.

Shall the pastor then say not merely
that the deceased child is saved if it
was elect and regenerate, but that likely
it was elect and regenerate since the
covenant God in the salvation of sin­
ners is wont to take family relation­
ships into account? That truth might
well impart a measure of comfort to
the parents, but it would still leave
their hearts aching, because it would
render the salvation of their child only
a likelihood, not a certainty.

The truth of the matter is that the
pastor can and must go farther. He
should base his efforts to console the
bereaved parents on the objective
promises of the covenant of grace.

(See "Kuiper," p. l/6)
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Bible Study
PRAYER AND MISSIONS

Introduction:

We have grown up in a world and
age where the natural and material
have been emphasized. Many have
come to feel that with our material
needs supplied we shall be happy. We
are told that a proper physical environ­
ment will make a happy individual
and he will behave properly. While
this false teaching has been gaining
control over our mental concepts our
scientists have been more and more
successful in discovering synthetic ma­
terials and super-substitutes to supply
our needs. With our minds so molded
and with such an abundance of mater­
ial blessings, the result is that our lives
have become a constant effort to possess
the material. Parents are much more
energetic to prepare well for the lives
of their children in this world than
to prepare them for the world to come.
Even Christian parents make better
provision for the clothing, feeding, and
teaching of their children than they do
for the care of their souls. Does God,
in His Word, so emphasize the ma­
terial? No. Just what has been em­
phasized in the brief passage we have
been using as a basis for our study
of prayer? These things:

I. that there is a spiritual as well as
a natural world.

2. that our battle is against wicked
supernatural powers - not ma­
terial.

3. that we battle with divine armour.
4. that the strength to battle is a

vigor derived from His strength.
5. that this strength is to be ob­

tained through prayer - not
through any material means.

And finally in our last lesson when
we had come to study for whom we are
to pray we found that the petitions to
be asked, both for the saints, and for
kings and those in authority, were of
a spiritual nature-not material. The
petitions were for such spiritual bene­
fits as would enable us to glorify God.
Lesson:

How to Pray for a Missionary.
Ephesians 6:19.

We come now to the words, "And
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MISSIONS
By MRS. RICHARD B. GAFFIN

for me. They refer to Paul. This
strong, powerful missionary, who in
the beginning of his letter (I: 15, 16)
had said, I cease not to give thanks for
you, making mention of you in my
prayers, is saying now to the Ephesians,
you pray for me. In other epistles he
asks the saints to pray for him but
includes his co-workers, using the
plural, us. (Col. 4:3; II Thess: 3:4;
I Thess. 5:25.)

Not only did Paul ask prayer for
himself but he mentions individuals
for whom he was accustomed to pray.
To Timothy his spiritual son he wrote,
"I thank God, ... that I have remem­
brance of thee in my prayers night and
day." So it is scriptural that we should
gi~e. ours~lves to prayer for individual
missionanes.

What should be the content of such
prayers? The Word of God is the only
rule to direct us.

In the first chapters of Acts we are
told of the Spirit filled missionaries
who went out to preach. They were
harassed, and attacked. Rulers sought
to stop their mouths at any cost. Then
these missionaries lifted up their voices
and prayed, "And now, Lord, behold
their threatenings and grant unto thy
servants that with all boldness they may
speak thy word" (Acts 4:29). And
now, Paul is asking the church at
Ephesus to pray for him that he also
may open his mouth, boldly, to make
known the mystery of the gospel. He
adds that he ought to speak out boldly.
It becomes the ambassador of Christ
to speak with boldness. Assured of
the truth and importance of his mes­
sage he desires to proclaim it with
boldness as he ought. I think that
in our day as we behold the threats of
liberals, Romanists, and Communists
against the Word of God, it is a most
appropriate prayer that we should say,
"Grant unto thy Servants that with all
boldness they may speak thy word."

We may be further guided in our
praying for missionaries and ministers
of the Word by examining other re­
quests that Paul makes of the churches
of his day. In Col. 4:3, 4 as in Eph,
6:19, 20 Paul mentions that he is in
bonds-but he does not ask to be
delivered from them. He asks that there

may be a door for uttering the mystery
of the gospel. And that he might
utter it as he ought. The request made
in II Thess. 3:1 has the same thought.
Pray that the word of the Lord may
have free course.

Second Thess. 3:2 introduces a new
request. "Pray that we may be de­
livered from unreasonable and wicked
men. With bandits very active in
Eritrea and Communists threatening
to take over South Korea as well as
Formosa· this also is a very timely
prayer for the Orthodox Presbyterian
missionaries. It is timely, also, for the
ministers and missionaries at home.
All those who preach the truth as it is
in the Scriptures are the subject of
criticism and attack by the liberal
thinkers in our country. Often times the
Orthodox Presbyterian minister is the
only religious servant in a community
who proclaims the whole counsel of
God. He is unable to join in the local
ministerial association because it is
untrue to the principles of Scripture
and he thus becomes the object for
criticism by those who, "have not
faith."
Conclusion:

Paul attaches much importance to
intercessory prayer for the minister of
the word as evidenced by the fact that
he solicits such prayer for himself,
and himself employs it for others.

What the apostle wishes the Ephe­
sians and other saints to pray for is
not any material blessings, but:

I. Liberty to preach, freely, the
gospel.

2. The ability to preach it as he
ought-with boldness.

3. To be kept from the snares and
difficulties that the unreasonable
and wicked may lay to hinder
him.

These are petitions that we should
use in praying for our ministers and
missionaries at home and abroad.
Satan's enmity against the true preacher
of the word is the same now as it was
in the day of the apostle Paul. We
may know also that they are true
prayers as they have been given by
the Holy Spirit in the word of God.
When we pray for the things dictated
by the Spirit in the word we are pray­
ing in the Spirit.
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Program - August
The Great Korean Revival and the Shrine

Issue. Suggested discussion:
How does the Korean Revival compare with

the Scriptural teachings on revival. See edi­
torial, "Revivals" in the April 1950 GUARDIAN.

Planning the Progran

Continue the study of Gold In Korea.
Beginning with chapter IS note what
happened in the church when hatred
entered the hearts of the Korean Chris­
tians, though it was against their poli­
tical enemies. Chapters 16-19 have to
do with the great revival in Korea.
We believe that it was a truly Scrip­
tural revival, the kind that we would
like to see in our midst. It was
preceded by a diligent and systematic
study of the Word. It seems to have
been a blessing of the Lord upon His
people to prepare them for the teriffic
testings that they were subjected to
under the Japanese occupation and now
under the threats of Communism.
Study very thoughtfully this revival,
especially the chapter, Bible Study
Classes and Revivals.

The shrine issue is important. An
understanding of it is necessary in order
to have a proper appreciation of our
present work in Korea. It was be­
cause of this issue that Mr. Bruce Hunt
along with others left the Korean Pres­
byterian Church. Study the back­
ground of the issue in chapters 20-23.
Omit 24. Conclude with 25-27. The
importance that Japan attached to the
shrine worship is explained in an article
in THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN, Sep­
tember '39, "Shinto: The National Re­
ligion of Japan."

Allow us, again, to exhort you to
make wide use of your text. It is more
easily read than many books. More­
over, its many stories and facts show­
ing the havoc of deserting Biblical
principles, and the blessing of following
them, should edify all of us.

Long Range Planning
By MRS. \V~f. R. FERGUSON

I N our program planning we have
always favored a long-range plan

covering at least a year. Several prac­
tical benefits have developed as we
view it over a period of time. While
we follow a certain structure or pattern
there is much opportunity for varia­
tion and the attainment of our objec-
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tives, according as the Lord directs and
favors.

Perhaps it would be logical to state
here what the objectives of our Society
are. A true missionary society will
realize that the success of all their
growth and work lies in a strong
Scriptural emphasis in each meeting.
According to our constitution, to which
each woman subscribes when she joins,
we pledge ourselves to the following
missionary purposes:

I. To stimulate interest in Biblical
Missions both at home and abroad, in
obedience to Christ's command that we
"go into all the world and preach the
Gospel."

II. To assist those who are actually
doing so by study, prayer, and financial
support.

III. To promote the spiritual and
social life of our church.

You see then that this becomes the
basic plan, the foundational objective,

Mrs. Ferguson, a member of the
Berean Missionary Society of Kirkwood
Orthodox Presbyterian Church has
written for us this article setting forth
the objectives of the Kirkwood Society
and how planning in advance is work­
ing in their excellent missionary society.
She enumerates twelve advantages in
favor of long-range planning.

on which we build. Each meeting
includes prayer, Bible and Mission
studies, with the emphasis on Bible
Study, that we might seek out Chris­
tian principles for living and work.
From this we have a good foundation
to apply our Missionary education and
a guide in our Welfare and Sunshine
work. We follow the missionary re­
commendations handed down by our
General Assembly, honoring the needs
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
family first, in our financial giving.

When the Presbyterial Auxiliary of
Philadelphia was begun, we aligned
ourselves with it and always have ap­
pointed delegates who report back to
the Society.

Prayer and financial support have
been encouraged for Westminster Theo­
logical Seminary, and we have incor­
porated an auxiliary within our Society,
with a secretary who handles these
gifts separately and gives a monthly
report of the same.

The interests of our Society center

around five departments, each con­
ducted by a standing committee for
the year. These are, Program, Mem­
bership, Welfare, Sunshine, and Letter,
and the Westminster Seminary Auxili­
ary.

From now on I shall be concerned
primarily with the Program Commit­
tee. Each year in May a Program
Committee composed of five members
is appointed by the Executive Com­
mittee to arrange for ten monthly
meetings. They meet through the
summer and plan ahead for the year,
conferring with the pastor on materials.
In September this plan is presented to
the Society for adoption. This com­
mittee prepares a small printed booklet
for. each woman of the church. These
little booklets are good publicity agents.
In them is found the place and time
of meeting with the hostesses in charge.
The docket for each session is stated,
with assignments for devotions, Bible
Study, Mission Study, Discussion,
Questions, Prayer Time, and Special
Day or Season programs. (Some we
generally observe are the Birthday,
Praise, Christmas, Easter, and Mother's
Day, but not usually all in one year.)

One practical objective we strive for
is to get as many women as possible
to take part in the meetings, encourag­
ing them to pray and work for mis­
sions and for the enlistment of others
in His Cause.

Since we conduct an all day meet­
ing, with two sessions, and a social
time over the lunch hour, we plan for
two devotional periods. The President
is responsible for the morning period
and another member for the afternoon
one. For the latter we have often
followed a series of studies, covering a
chapter each month. Two such books
used this way were "Kept For The
Master's Use" by Frances R. Havergal
and "Hudson Taylor's Spiritual Se­
cret." The study book each year is
chosen to be used the same way. How­
ever, here a continuity must be carried
out and every member may not feel
able to review and present a chapter
acceptably in relation to the foregoing
ones, so the program committee draws
on those who can and are willing
to do so.

However, we include several items
each month in which all can partici­
pate, such as the Roll Call. Another
is the Problem Studies, handed out a
month ahead. Here a portion of Scrip­
ture assigned for home reading, con­
taining the answers to the problems, is
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Korea Presbyterian Assembly
Blocked by "Rowdyism"

used. Anyone may offer her answers
when this is conducted. Prayer time
is open to all and based on the cur­
rent Prayer Calendar requests, found in
The Messenger. We are grateful for
the Missionary and Church news which
The Messenger brings each month.
Voluntary offerings are taken at every
meeting.

While I have been suggesting a year
range plan, we sometimes select ma­
terial which runs for several years.
Such a one is the course, "Communi­
cant Church Membership" by the Rev.
George Marston. This is not used
every month, however.

In conclusion I should like to enu­
merate some of the values of long­
range planning as we see it.

I. A basic plan for meetings can
be made and maintained.

2. Materials can be reviewed and
sanctioned, as to content, as to

TH E General Assembly of the
Korean Presbyterian Church which

met late in April was forced to adjourn
without accomplishing its business.

The story, as reported briefly by the
Rev. Bruce Hunt, is that a controversy
arose over the seating of delegates from
the Pusan area. The Assembly has
since the war been controlled by liberals
in the church, including men who took
a compromising attitude on the shrine
issue during the war. As a result of
various developments, two different
presbyteries claim to exist in the Pusan
area, one liberal and the other, inelud­
ing men from Korea Theological Sem­
inary, holding the orthodox theological
position. At the Assembly each of these
groups apparently sought to be recog­
nized by the Assembly as the lawfully
existing presbytery of the Pusan area.
Mr. Hunt reports that the Seminary or
conservative Presbytery actually was
recognized and its delegates seated.

But then the representatives of the
"losing opposition," as Mr. Hunt calls
it, engaged in such a program of
rowdyism that the police were called
in to quiet them, and finally the As­
sembly had to adjourn without ever
getting fully organized. It is to meet
again in September.
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ability needed in handling, and
as to the interest for the women.

3. The program committee super­
vising all materials can always
serve as substitutes if necessary.

4. Annual election of officers pro­
vides change and a training
school for leaders.

5. All members can be assigned
some part during the year.

6. Time saved in publicizing the
meeting.

7. Places and hostesses known in
advance.

8. Less disappointment in absent
leaders.

9. Ample time to arrange for out­
side speakers.

IO. Home assignments possible.
I I. Ample time for leaders to pre­

pare topics.
12. Assigned leaders can exchange

their turns with others if neces­
sary.

The fact that the conservative dele­
gates were recognized by the Assembly
indicates, said Mr. Hunt, how much
influence the Korea Seminary has come
to exercise in the life of the church.

Other Korea News
The Higher Bible Institute and the

Korea Theological Seminary opened
their spring terms with 200 and 103

students respectively.
Over 40 books, including commen­

taries and theological works, were re­
ceived by Korea Seminary this spring,
as the result of a substantial gift from
Mr. H. G. Evans of Two Rivers, Wis.,
and a gift from the Covenant Orthodox
Presbyterian Church of East Orange.

Since last January the Pusan Youth
for Christ has been making a study of
the Gospel of John under the leader­
ship of the Rev. Y. S. Park, at its
regular Monday night meetings. This
was in preparation for a campaign to
place gospels of John in each of the
IOO,OOO homes in Pusan. Over 100

young people joined in the study.
A special gift has made possible the

printing of Mr. Y. S. Park's long tract,
"Brunner as seen from the Orthodox
Viewpoint," in which the teachings of
Brunner and of the Westminster Con-

fession are set in parallel columns.
Plans were proposed to distribute this
throughout the Korean Presbyterian
Church prior to its Assembly. Mr.
Park also prepared another long tract
entitled, "Where is the Korean Church
Going?" In this he deals with the
failure in church discipline relative to
the shrine question, which resulted in
much disunity in the church; the lib­
eralism being taught in the Assembly
established Seminary; and the serious
surrender of principles and of the fruits
of the Reformation involved in the
church's membership in the World
Council. In addition to these two
tracts, Mr. Park has nearly completed
his Korean manuscript on The Synop­
tic Gospels. Funds already received
will just about cover the initial cost
of printing it.

During 1949 the Korea Christian
Literature Society published two books
by E. Stanley Jones and two by Dr.
John A. Mackay of Princeton Sem­
inary. This society was organized and
financed by the early missionaries to
provide Korean Christians with helpful
Christian literature. Such publications
as those mentioned will be of doubtful
"help" to Korean Christians.

Westminster
Commencement

TH E Twenty-first annual commence­
ment exercises of Westminster The­

ological Seminary were held on the
Seminary campus Wednesday after­
noon, May 10. Although the weather
at times threatened, the day was gener-

Academic parade moves across Semi­
nary campus on way to commencement
exercises. Leading are Board President
fohn P. Clelland and guest speaker

Peter H. Eldersveld.
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ally pleasant and the outdoor garden
was used, to the delight of the three
hundred persons who attended.

Participating in the program were
the Rev. Adrian De Young of the Sixth
Reformed Church in Paterson, N. J.,
the Rev. Anthony Hoekema of the
Bethel Christian Reformed Church of
Paterson, the Rev. Glenn R. Coie of
the Knox Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in Silver Spring, Md., and the
Rev. Peter H. Eldersveld, radio min­
ister of the Christian Reformed Church.
The address to the graduating class
was delivered by Professor R. B. Kuiper
of the faculty. Nine seniors and six
graduate students were granted degrees.
No fellowships were awarded.

Mr. Eldersveld delivered the address
of the afternoon, on the subject, "Our
Three-Fold Witness." He pointed out
that the total witness of the church to
the truth must embody testimony to
the full docrine of salvation by grace
through faith, to the doctrine of the
church, and to the doctrine of the
Christian life. In many areas of mod­
ern Christendom one, or even two of
these may find expression, but only
within the Reformed system of truth
which is the completely Biblical system,
do they all find adequate expression.
And in fact, said Mr. Eldersveld, if any
one of them is omitted or corrupted,
the others are inevitably affected.
Hence only where all of them are pro­
claimed, are any of them proclaimed
properly and adequately.

A delightful reception and tea was
held in Machen Hall following the
program.

At 12.30 of the same day a luncheon
was served to members of the Women's
Auxiliary of the Seminary. Some
seventy ladies attended this luncheon,
and the meeting of the Auxiliary which
was held in the Seminary chapel im­
mediately afterwards. Mrs. Frank
Stevenson, president of the Auxiliary,
presided at the meeting.

On Tuesday evening, May 9, the an­
nual Alumni Association banquet was
held at the Emlen Arms in Philadel­
phia, with 76 alumni and guests in
attendance. Following the dinner, a
brief business session of the Association
was held, and the members of the
graduating class were introduced.

The first guest speaker for the eve­
ning was Professor Paul Woolley of
the Seminary faculty. His remarks
were a challenge to the Association to
get to work. His subject was "Does
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Westminster Seminary faculty (I. to r.}:
Skilton, Woolley, Van Til, Kuiper,

Westminster Have an Alumni Associa­
tion?" Recalling that he was being
continually plagued with correspond­
ence of various sorts from alumni
associations of institutions which he
had attended, he indicated that he
thought the Seminary alumni were
possibly failing to serve as effectively
as they might the cause for which the
Seminary stood. In particular he felt
that the Alumni Association should take
positive steps to increase the contact
between bands of alumni, to promote
an increased love of learning, to pro­
vide exchange of information, and to

Members of Senior Class in academic
procession. Visible here are Callender,

Colby, Colvin, Meilahn, Meiners.

Stonehouse, Murray, Young. On the
walla portrait of Dr. R. D. Wilson.

form the basis for an interdenomina­
tional fellowship among those of like
Christian faith. In general, an active
Alumni Association could do the Sem­
inary, and the Alumni, much good.
With over 400 alumni, the Association
should be able to accomplish a great
deal that would be worth while.

The other guest speaker was the Rev.
Alexander C. Delong of Paterson, pas­
tor of the First Christian Reformed
Church. Mr. Dejong spoke on "Our
Common Task," which he described in
terms of a relevant ministry. He em­
phasized three things, maintaining
contact with the Seminary as a help in
dealing with modern thought and
modern ethics, maintaining a mean­
ingful Reformed communion, and de­
veloping a truly Reformed churchman­
ship.

Sunday School
(Continued from p. 109)

Still another. way of interesting
youngsters who may prove prospective
material could be developed through
the holding of a Bible story hour in
one's own home during the week.
Children will welcome an opportunity
for something new to do during their
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carefree summer. Seize the opportunity
to capture their interest. Again, at­
tempt to secure new pupils for the
Sunday school from those who attend
such a class.

If any suggestion is to be of value,
it must be put to use. To put these
suggestions to use requires workers,
time and energy-things which seem to
be at a premium in the summer. Too
often we adopt the policy of "Let
George do it;" we beg off, because we
are too busy. Let's remember that
there should be no off season in the
work of the kingdom. Weare to be
instant in season and out of season.
Let's put forth a concerted effort to
use the opportunities which the sum­
mer affords, for the glory of God.

Kuiper
(Continued tram p. II I)

This child was a child of the covenant.
God promised to be its God. It had
the divine promise of eternal life. That
promise is contained in God's Word
and was confirmed by Him in the
sacrament of holy baptism. Had the
child grown up, it would have had to
embrace that promise in personal, ac­
tive faith. As it is, it could neither
accept nor reject that promise. There­
fore the promise stands. The faithful
covenant God has kept and fulfilled it.
He did as a matter of indubitable fact
wash this His child of its sins by the
blood and the Spirit of Christ. For­
given and regenerated, it passed
through the gate into the city of God.
Even while the parents are bidding
its wasted body a last heart-breaking
farewell, the angels of God are wel­
coming its pure spirit. While the par­
ents are convulsed with inward pain,
the good Shepherd lifts this little lamb
in His arms, holds it in His fond
embrace and carries it in His bosom.
While the parents would fain have
their little one return to them, the
Saviour whispers: "Suffer this little
child to come to me and forbid it not,
for of it is the kingdom of God."
And lovingly He lays His hand upon
its head and blesses it (Mark 10:14-16).
While the parents sigh and sob, their
child vies with Gabriel as it sings to
the accompaniment of harps of gold
the praises of its Redeemer.

Then the souls of these mourners are
quieted even as a weaned child (Psalm
131:2), and they say: "Jehovah gave
and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed
be the name of Jehovah" (Job 1:21).
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Assembly
(Continued tram p. 107)

house mentioned that fifteen churches,
from the Netherlands, Indonesia, Scot­
land, Ireland, South Africa and Amer­
ica had official representatives and that
others attended as individuals from
France, Germany, Denmark, Wales,
England and Hungary. He rejoiced
to consider that "Reformed churches
of four continents could join together
in common commitment to the author­
ity of Christ speaking through the in­
fallible Scriptures and could confer on
their common problems in a spirit of
cooperation and mutual helpfulness."
He explained in detail the action of the
S; nod relative to the World Council,
and his remark that on this subject
there had been more than twenty
speeches, "none of exceptional brevity,"
was received with amusement. Dr.
Stonehouse spoke of the Reformed
Ecumenical Synod movement as pro­
viding incalculable opportunities for
the advancement of Reformed Chris­
tendom. Later in the Assembly it was
decided that it was unnecessary at this
time to choose a delegate to the next
Synod, which will meet in Edinburgh
III 1953.

The Committee on Ecumenicity
Since consideration of the report of

this committee consumed the time of
the commissioners from Friday evening
to Monday evening and also brought
the most vigorous debate of the
Assembly, it may be well to explain the
background of the report. The Assem­
bly of 1949 in Los Angeles which set
up the committee also took action in­
volving the church in the International
Council of Christian Churches. The
constitution of the latter body provides
that application for membership can
be made by those bodies "which by
official action, approve and accept the
preamble and the doctrinal statement
of the Constitution." The Los Angeles
Assembly could not approve or accept
these but nevertheless made applica­
tion, stating in qualifying clauses its
objections to the preamble and doc­
trinal statement. This request was
treated by the credentials committee
of the International Council as "a bona
fide and non-conditional application
... in spite of its unusual character,"
and the Church was welcomed into the
fellowship of the I.C.C.C. The Los
Angeles Assembly also elected Pro-

fessor Kuiper delegate to the second
plenary congress of the Council in
Geneva in 1950 and assigned very
sweeping and laborious tasks to a
"committee on ecumenicity": to study
the relation of the church "to other
denominations" and the relation of the
church "to the State," to suggest
changes in the constitution of the Inter­
national Council and also in that of the
American Council, and to solicit funds
to send our representative to Geneva.

These actions by the 1949 Assembly
had very large consequences for this
Assembly. First,. the committee on
ecumenicity, because of the enormous
burdens laid upon it, was unable to
circulate its reports in advance and
commissioners approached them "cold,"
without opportunity to digest them.
Second, the diversity of the subjects
which the committee had to handle
insured that considerable time would
be spent by this Assembly in debating
subjects not related to immediate issues.
Third, the Church was committeed in
such a way to the International Council
as to guarantee long discussion, not
only at this Assembly but also for
future years, as to whether the Church
should be in or out of the Council,
in view of the Council's constitution
and practices.

But in spite of the burdens of the
committee on ecumenicity and the com­
plexities of debate which greeted its
report one great fact stands out,
namely, that the committee made a
great contribution in defining "coun­
cils" of churches and their work. First,
it held that a "council" in which
churches cooperate can be considered
as a kind of committee, serving as an
instrument in which the churches co­
operate for the accomplishment of
certain definite tasks. Also significant
is the distinction made by the com­
mittee between cooperation with Re­
formed churches, and cooperation with
non-Reformed churches. With Re­
formed churches only may there be
cooperation in the specific functions of
the church; but with non-Reformed
churches there may be cooperation
which is restricted to "circumstances
or incidentals essential to the discharge
of these functions." Accordingly the
committee proposed extensive changes
in the constitution of the International
Council and also in that of the Ameri­
can Council to bring them into con­
formity with these principles. While
there was some debate which appar­
ently questioned the validity of these
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principles, in almost all the debate the
principles were not questioned and
the discussion centered on the consist­
ency of the committee in applying the
principles, with regard especially to the
constitution of the International Coun­
cil. The special question of being in
the Councilor of getting out of it was
not dealt with in the committee's
report. The whole thrust of the report
concerning this Council was in the di­
rection of trying to bring the Council
into harmony with the principles of
the committee, so that as a Council
including non-Reformed bodies it
might avoid all specific functions of
the church. Nothing was said in the
report as to what our reaction might
be in the event that our suggestions
for the International Council constitu­
tion should be rejected.

Dr. Stonehouse, chairman, read the
committee's report of eighteen pages.
The first section, of seven pages, set
forth the principles just mentioned, the
development of which constitute such
a great service by the committee. The
next section concerned the relation of
the church to the stater.while intermed­
dling with political affairs, in general,
was forbidden to the church, neverthe­
less large rights were assigned to the
preachers of the gospel to declare the
whole counsel of God on every de­
partment of life, including that of civil
government. The third section of the
report contained proposed amendments
to the constitution of the International
Council, and the fourth suggested
changes in the constitution and prac­
tices of the American Council.

There were two minority reports.
That of Mr. Murray stated in succinct
form the basic principles concerning
cooperation with other churches which
had been developed in the first section
of the committee's report, and also
differed in two respects: first, that the
churches cooperating in a council rather
than the council itself should reserve
the right to decide the question of
membership in the council; and second,
that if the International Council were
"permanently to follow the pattern laid
out in the present form of its constitu­
tion" [that is, if it rejects the changes
proposed] "the O.P.C. would not be
warranted in being a member of it."
Another minority report, presented by
Dr. Bordeaux, called for the affiliation
of our denomination with the Ameri­
can Council.

In the discussion which followed the
reports there was a debate concerning
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the right of the church to cooperate
with non-ecclesiastical bodies, in which
Mr. Woolley took the affirmative and
objected to a negative judgment on this
matter in the committee's report. This
debate ended with an announcement
by Dr. Van Til that Dr. Bordeaux had
suggested to him that he move the
approval of Dr. Bordeaux' minority
report by acclamation. He regretted
his inability to do so and went on to
affirm his thorough agreement with the
report of Mr. Murray. He found in the
majority report, however, a failure to
reach a final philosophy of the doctrine
of the church. While the report says
we may cooperate with churches of like
purity, Dr. Van Til held that instead
we should seek organic union with
them, unless prevented by barriers of
geography or language. On the other
hand he objected to the references in
the report to churches not of Reformed
persuasion. Such bodies, he held, are
deformations, and if the word churches
is applied to them it must be in quota­
tion marks, "churches." Mr. Murray
responded that it was not the business
of this committee to deal with organic
union, .and that as for cooperation with
non-Reformed bodies, he thought it a
topic to which this Assembly ought to
give a great deal of consideration.

Continuing the discussion on Satur­
day morning, Dr. Stonehouse came
forward as chairman of the committee
and delivered a long address, sum­
marizing the reports. He took issue
with the minority report of Mr. Murray
on the point of the admission of new
members to a council of churches. He
recognized a basic right of the church
itself to decide with what bodies to
cooperate; but the practical result of
Mr. Murray's position, that each church
must agree to the admission of new
council members, would mean no ad­
mission without a unanimous vote,
since one member could blackball. "A
council of churches could not exist and
operate in the modern situation; it
would be years and years before admis­
sion." Therefore the proximate right
to decide on new members must be
granted to the council. Dr. Stonehouse
warned against falling into the error
of thinking that ours is the true church
of Jesus Christ. He emphasized, on
the other hand, that almost the central
point of the report was its careful dis­
tinction between our relation with Re­
formed bodies and our relation with
non-Reformed bodies; we cannot coop­
erate in evangelism with non-Reformed

bodies. There is hope now for increas­
ing cooperation with Reformed bodies,
but in the present world situation there
are also urgent reasons for a council
including non-Reformed churches. He
ended his speech with the statement
that we ought to cooperate with the
International Council.

Mr. Murray replied briefly and the
Assembly proceeded to consider in
order the proposed amendments to the
constitution of the International Coun­
cil. A new preamble was adopted as
proposed:

"Whereas an increasing number of civil
governments are under the domination of
forces opposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ;
and

Whereas professing churches in increasing
numbers are being swept into the paganiz­
ing stream of modernism, and there has
been a notable growth of autocratic domi­
nation on the part especially of modern­
istic leaders by whom the rightful powers
of the churches are often usurped and are
now being usurped; and

Whereas we believe in the oneness, in
Christ, who rules by His Word and Holy
Spirit, of all true believers, and acknowl­
edge the divine demand for separation from
unbelieving and corrupted churches; and

Whereas we are convinced that the times
make urgent the cooperation of all true
believers against encroachments upon Chris­
tian faith and practice by unbelieving civil
and ecclesiastical organizations:

Therefore we, bodies of various nation­
alities and languages throughout the world,
do now band ourselves together for the
purpose of unitedl y resisting such encroach­
ments and protecting the rights and facili­
tating the discharge of the obligations which
inhere in the commission of Christ to His
Church to make known the gospel of Christ
to every kindred and tongue and tribe and
nation."

The purpose of this, said Dr. Stone­
house, was to exclude the references in
in the old preamble to "common testi­
mony" and "a witness to the faith,"
and to confine the purposes of the
Council to such activities as would be
proper for a council including non­
Reformed churches.

The second suggestion for the consti­
tution was a change in its doctrinal
statement about salvation, in order to
read, "Salvation, not by works, but by
grace through faith, the effect of re­
generation by the Spirit and the Word."
A motion to eliminate this whole
sentence was urged by Mr. Kuschke,
who said that if this revision were re­
garded as a Calvinist formulation it
could not be proposed in good faith to
the non-Reformed bodies in the Coun­
cil for their approval. On the other
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At this point the Assembly recessed, at
3:30 P. M. on Saturday.

On Monday morning a new motion
was proposed by Mr. Kuschke, to add
to the form above the following clause:
"in order that any member may exer­
cise within eighteen months from the
date of notification the right of veto
upon the entrance of any newly re­
ceived body." This was alleged to put
into practice the theory of the com­
mittee that the Council be allowed a
proximate right to receive new bodies
and that the churches should have an
ultimate right to do so.

Here Professor Kuiper moved a sub­
stitute: to put in the words "making
objection to" instead of the word
"veto," and to add to Mr. Kuschke's
motion the sentence, "Reception into
the Council shall not be deemed final
until such objection shall have been
acted upon by the Council." Tl:;~

substitute was passed, becoming the
main motion, and was the focus of a
vigorous debate. Professor Kuiper
defended his motion as moderate and
reasonable, and as affording at least
some weight to the right of a c;hurch

this point Mr. Hills asked how many
applications this thoroughgoing com­
mittee had rejected, and it was dis­
covered that the committee had not
met since 1948: Then the Moderator
asked how the O.P.C. had been re­
ceived, and the answer was, "by cor­
respondence." Mr. Murray, in further
support of his motion, said that now
that we are involved in the Council
we must do our utmost to urge the
Council to conform to our position on
its constitution and to agree that "the
actual inclusion or exclusion of mem­
bers is the prerogative of the church."
Messrs. Kuiper and Stonehouse, how­
ever, confessed themselves not yet con­
vinced of Mr. Murray's method in
principle. The motion was lost, by a
vote of about two to one.

Together with an amendment by Mr.
Galbraith the recommendation was
passed, to make the provision in the
constitution read as follows:

Applications when received shall be acted
upon by the Council itself, or provisionally
by any committee to which the Council may
delegate this power until the next meeting
of the Council .at which time the Council
itself shall act upon the application. The
Councilor such committee shall once each
year inform each constituent member of the
Council of the bodies which have been
received either finally or provisionally into
membership of the Council.

Should the Churches or the
Council Decide on New

Council Members?
Since this question took up more

than three hours and was considered
in respect to at least four important
motions or amendments, it may be well
to state the basic problem. The com­
mittee report gave the right of deciding
on new members to the Council. Mr.
Murray in his minority report gave it
to the churches. The issue was this:
does the right of deciding with which
bodies a church is to cooperate belong
so essentially to the church in its nature
that it may never resign that right to
a council; or, does the very existence of
a council of churches depend upon the
exercise of this right by the council
itself?

When debate was opened on the
committee's recommendation that the
Council itself should act finally on all
applications, Mr. Murray intervened
with a substitute motion: that applica­
tions for membership in the Council
be acted upon by the cooperating
churches themselves. He defended this
as necessary if the rights of the churches
were to be preserved and warned of
the danger that the church might sud­
dently find itself in cooperation with
some corrupt body. He said he was
fully aware of the practical difficulties
which his proposal might entail but
urged that there was here a principle
very much more important than practi­
cality. Mr. Kuschke supported the
motion by saying that the committee
itself had admitted an ultimate right
of the churches to decide on new
members but had made void this
"ultimate right" by providing only that
a church could leave the Council after
some objectionable member had been
received. But Dr. Bordeaux objected
that the substitute removed all right
to decide from the Council, opposed
it as impractical and remarked that to
desire such technicalities was to grind
the granite peaks to dust and to drain
the ocean of every drop and to spend
millennia and millennia and millennia
upon trivia. He also emphasized the
careful examination to be given each
applicant by a thoroughgoing creden­
tials committee of the Council. At

expression of Christian truth, that it
also has a timeliness today in its asser­
tion of the historic facts of the gospel,
and that in a movement that aims to
be explicitly evangelical it is especially
appropriate. The motion was lost.
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hand, he thought, it could not be a
doctrine of salvation "common" to all
evangelicals for such a doctrine cannot
be put into words which mean the same
to both Arminian and Calvinist. Dr.
Stonehouse replied that the committee
in revising the formula had not sought
to make it either specifically Calvinist
or "common" doctrine, but had merely
sought to remove ambiguities which
had crept in when the statement was
translated into English from its original
Dutch form as adopted in Amsterdam
in 1948. The motion to eliminate was
defeated.

Another amendment was proposed
by Mr. Eckardt, to make the statement
exclusively Reformed by saying "which
faith is the effect of regeneration." Mr.
Hills urged that by this provision we
might exercise our duty toward Arm­
inians, to try to bring them to a knowl­
edge of the truth. Dr. Stonehouse
however opposed the amendment say­
ing that we must not put Arminians
beyond the pale or try to exclude them
from the Council since they may be
allowed the name "Christian." Again
Mr. Hills declared that we must not
cut down the Reformed Faith to the
place where everybody in the Council
can agree, in order to combat political
tyranny which is not the church's busi­
ness anyway. Mr. Moses emphasized
the duty of holding to the whole
counsel of God, even though thereby
we should be unable to join with many
evangelicals and say, "we have a few
million votes behind us." We ought
to realize, he said, that God will work
through those who are faithful to him
regardless of their size. Mr. Galbraith
agreed with Mr. Moses but said that
on the basis of the amendments we
were offering to the Council the
Council would not be engaged in the
work of the church, and so would not
actually be proclaiming the form of
doctrine in its creed. The amendment
was defeated. As finally passed the
sentence was in a form proposed by
Mr. Eyres: "Salvation, the effect of
regeneration by the Spirit and the
Word, not by works but by grace
through faith."

Next Mr. Murray proposed that we
recommend the omission from the
Council's doctrinal statement of the
Apostles' Creed. He pointed to the
lack of agreement as to the words, "he
descended into hell." Dr. Stonehouse,
in opposition, noted that nearly the
whole universal Christian church is
agreed that this ancient creed is an
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(1)

to engage in the decision on new mem­
bers, the very least, in fact, that. could
be granted if that rig.ht !s recognized at
all. He said that It IS a good deal
easier and less embarrassing, to keep
a church out than to put it out once
it is in. Moreover, according to the
constitution of the Council a one-third
vote could keep a church out, ,:,hile a
two-thirds vote would be required to
exclude a church already a member.
In his opposition to the motion Dr.
Stonehouse held that the power of the
council to exclude members might be
relied upon, that some churches ~ig?t

not be able to express objection within
eighteen months,. and that t~e Council
in the future might meet in plenary
congress only every five years: in this
case a new applicant might have. to
wait this whole period before being
assured of membership. The Moderator
observed that this final point was not
now at issue since the action taken
previously by the Assembly would have
precisely this effect. The vote was
taken and a show of hands revealed 24
for the motion and 25 against it. A
number requested the recording of their
affirmative votes.

Further Actions Relating to
Councils

Without much debate these changes
for Article VI of the International
Council's constitution were also ap­
proved:

The Council shall act for the constituent
churches as an instrument of cooperation in
matters that have been delegated to it by
the churches. It shall not perform the
specific functions of the church but s~all act
for the churches with regard to circum­
stances or incidentals essential to the dis­
charge of these functions in the world. The
functions of the Council shall be:

To maintain and defend the rights
of the cooperating churches against
interference with their liberty to ful­
fill their God-given calling.

(2) To seek to facilitate by spiritual
means the conduct of missionary
work of the -cooperating churches.

But when the following statement came
up for approval the Assembly again
found itself divided:

To act as an agent in promoting
such cooperation and to arouse other
Christian churches throughout the
world to participate in the Council
by warning them of the sin of com­
promise with modernism and other
religious systems which do not ac-
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know ledge Jesus Christ as the eternal
Son of God and do not receive the
Scriptures as being the inerrant
Word of God.

It was judged by Messrs. Hills, Murray
and others that to allow the Council
to warn of the sin of compromise with
modernism, etc., would of necessity
grant to the Council a peculiar right of
the church, that is, to proclaim the
Word of God. Mr. Murray also noted
that the Assembly was agreed that the
International Council may not engage
in the specific functions of the church
but only in incidentals. Mr.. Clelland
said he did not go along with those
Council leaders who speak of their
purpose to raise a great testimon~ to
the faith, and hoped that we might
be able, by means of the amen?m~nts

being suggested for the con~tltut.lOn,

to point out that the Council might
not engage in the preaching of the
gospel. An amendment to delete all
the words in the formula above after
the word "Council" was defeated 26
to 20. Finally an amendment by Mr.
Galbraith was carried, to omit the
words from "the Council" through
"systems" and to substitute. the ,:,~rds,

"this Council, in contrast with religious
associations." He held that if the
Council adopts the changes asked it
will not combat apostasy itself-which
is the exclusive right of the church­
but only the fruits of apostasy. As
amended by Mr. Galbraith the motion
was passed. Other minor changes were
approved, that the Council should
"advocate" true education rather than
"promote" it, and that the Sunday
School material promoted by the Coun­
cil should be in harmony with the
"Word of God" instead of merely with
"the doctrinal statement" of the Inter­
national Council.

Late on Monday afternoon the
Assembly came to the suggested
changes in the constitution of the
American Council. There was con­
siderable difficulty in deciding how to
handle this section of the committee's
report, inasmuch as time w~s fel~ to
be lacking for thorough consideration,
A motion to refer the section to the
next General Assembly was lost by a
tie vote. It was decided to bring the
content of the report to the attention
of the American Council through its
general secretary. The report in ad.di­
tion to constitutional changes which
would prevent the Council from pro­
claiming the gospel and its officers

from making public statements ~n thei.r
own initiative, condemned certain poli­
tical activities of the Council. The
Assembly also acted to urge the Council
"to desist from the issuance of such
political pronouncements, and to give
serious consideration to the proposed
constitutional amendments."

It had been decided last year in Los
Angeles to send Professor Kuiper as
delegate to the second ple~ary congress
of the International Council, Inasmuch
as it had now become clear that funds
were available to send him it was urged
that a second delegate be appointed.
There was an attempt to name a second
delegate by motion, but when the ~od­

erator left the chair to speak against
such a procedure and urged that an
election be held instead, his advice was
followed. It was determined to elect
a second delegate, to go if funds be­
come available. Messrs. Stonehouse.
and Galbraith were nominated and
the former was elected. A motion to
elect a third delegate was defeated.

Concluding Business
In connection with the report of the

committee on presbyterial records it
was decided that each presbytery should
be asked, in sending in its future
records, to submit also a copy of the
rules under which the presbytery
operates.

The committee on general benevo­
lence was commissioned to present to
local churches specific needs to be met.
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The committee on a hymnal reported
progress, the committee was continued,
and Mr. Wilfred G. Clelland was
elected to fill a vacancy. A motion
that all 150 Psalms should be included
in the hymnal was discussed for a
while and then tabled.

Mr. Nonhof, in reporting for the
committee on the place and date of
the next Assembly, informed the com­
missioners that two invitations had
been received, one from the Presbytery
of the Dakotas to meet at the Park
Hill Church of Denver, Colorado, and
the other from Westminster Seminary.
The committee recommended that the
invitation of the latter be accepted. In
discussion it was observed that the
church in Denver was not near any
other churches. Mr. Nonhof estimated
that twice as great a travel fund would
have to be raised in order to go to
Denver as had been raised for this
Assembly. Although Mr. Atwell ob­
served that this difference would be
cheap for the privilege of meeting in
Denver, and that the Rev. Benson W.
Male had tentatively made convenient
arrangements for rooms and meals in
Denver, nevertheless on the grounds of
economy it was determined to hold
the next Assembly at Westminster
Seminary.

A budget of $1200. was set for the
General Assembly fund. The minutes
of the Sixteenth Assembly, in printed
form, were approved. It was decided
that in the annual statistical reports
the deacons' funds should be included
under benevolences. Thanks were ex­
pressed to the Seminary and the com­
mittee on arrangements. The minutes
of the Assembly were approved. At
I I :25 P. M. Monday night, after ap­
proval of a motion to dissolve, the
Moderator dissolved the Assembly and
required another to meet at West­
minster Seminary on Thursday, May
24, 1951, and pronounced the benedic­
tion.


