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A Plea for Prayer – March, 2015 – No. 146 

 
We would appreciate updates on the location of our military because of continued unit 
movements.   
 
Note: This list and plea will be updated and expanded as God gives information and grace. 
While this prayer plea is posted on the Internet, every effort is made to keep information 
appropriately private and with minimum information on mission, units and location.  All requests, 
news and update information should be sent to the editor at: Coie.1@opc.org 
 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). Let 
us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need (Hebrews 4:16). And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever (Isaiah 32:17). 
 
The request continues. Please pray for our OPC men and women, sons and daughters who are 
in harm's way, about to be in harm's way, and who support those in harm's way. The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much (James 5:16b).  Pray without ceasing (I 
Thessalonians 5:17). 
 
A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto 
wise counsels: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy 
is understanding. (Proverbs 1:5; 9:10)  Please also read 2 Timothy 1-14. 
 

* * * * * 
For thus says the Lord: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, and choose what pleases me, 
and hold fast my covenant, even to them I will give in my house and within my walls a place and 
a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall 
not be cut off. Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and 
to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants—everyone who keeps from defiling the 
Sabbath, and holds fast my covenant—" (Isaiah 56:4-6, see also 59:14-21; 60:1-3, 18-19 
(NKJV)) 

 
Prayer focus:  Hold Fast My Covenant - In the dark times of the prophet Isaiah, justice turned 
back, righteousness stood far off, truth was fallen in the street, and equity could not enter. “So 
truth fails, and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. Then the Lord saw it, and it 
displeased Him that there was no justice (59:15).” As we observe the growing darkness of own 
time, our faith is in the Redeemer of Zion and His righteousness. The Lord had encouraged the 
discouraged and dismayed by directing them to His covenant (56:4-6). He has called us to His 
new covenant of forgiveness and salvation to eternal life.  

 
The Redeemer has come to Zion and to those who turn from transgression. Although Judea had 
departed from His covenant and the last prophet, John the Baptist, was in prison, our Lord 
Jesus came to Galilee and proclaimed the good news that overcomes evil rulers and corrupt 
religion, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the 
gospel.” 
 
Our hope, our confidence, our joy is our Redeemer and His covenant with us. Every born again 
believer is held fast to Jesus’ new and everlasting covenant by His grace.      
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God has called us to resist the darkness and proclaim the Gospel of our everlasting Light, Jesus 
Christ.   The prophet still speaks, Isaiah 60:   
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For 
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord 
will arise over you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your 
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.18 Violence shall no longer be heard in 
your land, neither wasting nor destruction within your borders; but you shall call your 
walls Salvation, and your gates Praise. 19 The sun shall no longer be your light by day, 
nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you; but the Lord will be to you an 
everlasting light, and your God your glory. 

 
 

* * * * * 
 

Please pray for our valiant men of war to call out to God continually for strength to enable 
victory over the enemy and that they will continue to be well equipped for battle.  And please 
pray that our nation will be led by humble leaders who call on the name of the Lord and rule 
righteously that we might have peace.  Please pray that God will show himself strong in the 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Pray that they will fear only God and not man 
and be of a good courage.  Pray that they will be bold as a lion and that the wicked will flee. 
(Prov. 28:1) 
 
Pray as we battle forces both foreign and domestic in our long war; plead with our God to make 
a way of escape from defeat, from losing heart in the battle and that in doing so, God will restore 
us as a nation to His righteousness.  Pray for the gracious and needed gift from God of genuine 
national repentance; especially from the iniquities of abortion, supporting homosexuality, the 
widespread disregard of the fourth commandment and rejection of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 
Continue to pray that we will recognize the true nature of the enemy.  Be not weary in hoping, 
praying and waiting to see the salvation of our great God whose new mercies come every 
morning!  Pray that the Gospel may continue to have free expression.  Pray that the culture of 
death will be defeated and that our nation will stand united and will endure in the defense of 
freedom.  Please continue to pray for the spouses, children, parents and siblings of our warriors. 
Pray for the families of the fallen and for the wounded that they may all endure and come to rest 
and trust in Christ.  May they defend our nation's liberties as guaranteed by our Constitution 
with stalwart hearts and minds! 
 
May we be “animated to pray by the certain hope of obtaining our requests.” Calvin 
 
We have lives precious to us in harm’s way: Andrew (two), Brett, Bryan, Chris, Christopher, 
Daniel, David (two), Doug, Douglas, Gabriel, Isaac, Jack, Jim, John, Nicolas, Noah, Paul (two), 
Rachel, Ray, Richard, Robert (two), Samuel (2), Scott, Sebastian, Stephen (two), and Chaplains 
John Carter and Tim Power  New deployments are shown in bold.   

• From Elder Tom - This is a clean sweep for us. My wife served as a naval officer for 13 
years; I retired as a naval officer after 20 years; Samuel is on active duty as a Marine, and 
now SR Matthew D. M., USN, is undergoing basic training at Recruit Training Command. 
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• Give thanks to God for productive and blessed meetings this past month of our OPC 
Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel (CCMP) and of the Presbyterian and 
Reformed Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel (PRCCMP) and a blessed time 
of fellowship.  
 

The revision of DADT presents difficulties for many Christians, both those serving in line 
positions and those serving as chaplains.  Therefore we urge you to pray: 

1.  For all who serve in our military who name the name of Christ, 
2.  For all Christian chaplains who serve not only the military but also their churches under 
creedal statements of faith and belief, 
3.  That the implementation of this legislation will be just and righteous, 
4.  That the heretofore moral standards of our military will not be severely denigrated by those of 
good moral character leaving this godly calling, 
5.  That the Committee and Commission will have wisdom in order to protect those who serve.  
Praise God that the Commission has adopted additional protections for our chaplains.  Please 
pray that God will grant a powerful and sustained protection for our chaplains from this revision. 
6.  That our military, which has taken an oath defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies foreign and domestic, will not be diminished or perish, 
7.  That this trial will not also in time descend on the pulpits of our land. 
 

* * * * * 
 
Chaplains’ Reports: 
 
LCDR John Carter, CHC, USN, Deployed aboard the USS New York  (Presbytery of 
Southern California)  Ministry aboard USS New York (LPD 21) with the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit continues. We're deployed with the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group to 
the Middle East. As a MEU, our mission is to be pre-positioned for contingency operations in the 
region. I'm praying for an uneventful deployment, but that doesn't look likely at this point. I'm the 
senior Chaplain with 1,100 Marines & Sailors aboard. We've got a thriving Chapel program that 
includes regular worship services, Bible studies & prayer meetings. We expect to be home by 
late summer.  
PRAYER REQUESTS:  Please pray for fruitful cooperative ministry aboard with the other 
Chaplain. We mesh well and things have gone smoothly so far. Also, please pray for spiritual 
growth among the believers aboard. The group is diverse from new to mature believers with a 
variety of denominational backgrounds. Also, I'm teaching a Systematic Theology class on 
Sunday mornings in the Chapel. This should serve as an Introduction to Reformed Doctrine for 
the group. In addition, my application is pending to teach college courses during deployment: 
Intro to Religion and World Religions. I'm praying for the details to be finalized on that front. 
Thanks for the prayer support. 
EMAIL: john.a.carter@usmc.mil 
 
CH (LTC) Graham Harbman, 311th Expeditionary Sustainment Command, Los Angeles, 
CA (Presbytery of Northern California and Nevada)   A large part of my ministry is 
supervising 17 junior Chaplains. I enjoy encouraging them to be faithful to the tenants of their 
own faith and challenging the evangelicals among them to be faithful to the gospel in our subtle 
and not-so-subtle anti-Christian culture.  
PRAYER REQUESTS:  Please, please pray that all Christian Chaplains would not succumb to 
this influence and that we would ever grow in our awareness of the spiritual and eternal nature 
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of our calling. Please also pray for more counseling opportunities in the midst of my many 
administrative duties. 
EMAIL: graham.c.harbman.mil@mail.mil 
 
 
Pray that President Barack H. Obama, will guide us as a nation in righteousness that is 
according to God’s Word, and that he will be just, ruling in the fear of God (II Sam 23:3b).  Pray 
for those who lead our warriors, from those in the cabinet to the NCO in the field, particularly for 
all those who name the Name of Christ. 
 
Pray for those who serve us, that their courage, strength and wisdom will not waver or 
fail, that their actions will be swift, victorious and bold as a lion (Proverbs 28:1), that God 
will grant them safety and bring them home to their families.  Pray for their wives and 
families, that as they are without their loved ones, they may endure and support them.  
Pray that we will minister to the families in the stead of those who serve.  Pray for their 
testimony to the lost.  Please pray both publicly and privately.  
 
Pray that our chaplains will be bold in the ministry of the Word – that precious Word that not 
only tells how we can have life eternal, but also instructs how we are to live!  Pray for all our 
members who serve, that the light of the Gospel will burn brightly in their lives. 
 
 
In His hands, Robert M. Coie, for the OPC Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel with 
the Prayer Focus by CAPT Gordon E. Kauffman, USN, Ret. 


