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A Plea for Prayer – June, 2015 – No. 149 
 
We would appreciate updates on the location of our military because of continued unit 
movements.   
 
Note: This list and plea will be updated and expanded as God gives information and grace. 
While this prayer plea is posted on the Internet, every effort is made to keep information 
appropriately private and with minimum information on mission, units and location.  All requests, 
news and update information should be sent to the editor at: Coie.1@opc.org 
 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). Let 
us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need (Hebrews 4:16). And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever (Isaiah 32:17). 
 
The request continues. Please pray for our OPC men and women, sons and daughters who are 
in harm's way, about to be in harm's way, and who support those in harm's way. The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much (James 5:16b).  Pray without ceasing (I 
Thessalonians 5:17). 
 
A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto 
wise counsels: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy 
is understanding. (Proverbs 1:5; 9:10)  Please also read 2 Timothy 1-14. 
 

* * * * * 
Prayer Focus 

 
Being a True and Faithful Witness  
 
Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the 
false prophets. (Luke 6:26) 
 
In Luke 6:26 we find one of the more unusual warnings in all of Scripture, and from our Lord 
Jesus Christ himself.  At first blush it seems strange to warn against the pleasurable experience 
of being the object of compliments, especially in a world where conflict, disagreement, gossip 
and slander are common. But the second half of Christ's solemn declaration helps us make 
sense of the first half of the verse. Christ is evidently not condemning all commendations (e.g. II 
Corinthians 10:18), for God himself on occasion commends some individuals, but it is the kind 
of flattery unsaved men are inclined to give to false prophets.  
 
For a modern example, think of the sometimes flowery praise given to men like Karl Barth, or 
N.T. Wright, or Immanuel Kant, men whose philosophical ideas, and theological corruptions, 
have wrought havoc in Christendom. 
 
So then what of the true and faithful prophet, pastor, preacher? By good and necessary 
consequence, as well as by direct assertion from Scripture, it is a given that those who remain 
faithful to the Word of God will most certainly, sooner or later, be the object of slanderous, 
hostile, unkind and untrue speech. Matthew 5:10-12 and John 15:18-20 make that very clear.  
But note that this is for speech that is righteous in both content and manner of delivery. If we 
speak unkindly and harshly, we ought not to be surprised if we receive an unpleasant or even 
hostile reaction, as Peter plainly states in I Peter 2:20. 
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So what should we carry away from Christ's statement, that bears on the witness of believers to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ in the context of military service in general, and the ministry of 
military chaplains in particular? Principally, that our confession of Christ in both word and 
behavior should be humble and winsome in manner, but sufficiently bold and clear in content 
that it does not always slip under the radar of unbelievers, but rather provokes a response 
(sadly which sometimes will be hostile, false, etc). After all, we are living in a difficult time and 
culture, in which hostility to the gospel of Jesus Christ is growing. 
 
In other words, if our witness to the salvation that is only in Christ is so winsome that there is 
only agreement and praise for what we say, we may need to examine ourselves for timid, or 
possibly even cowardly witnessing. For those lovers of Christ serving in the military, if our 
conveying the truth in love brings a negative or even hostile reaction, Christ's words recorded in 
Matthew 5:12 is the appropriate response. "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is 
great, for so they persecuted the (true) prophets who were before you." 
 

* * * * * 
 

Please pray for our valiant men of war to call out to God continually for strength to enable 
victory over the enemy and that they will continue to be well equipped for battle.  And please 
pray that our nation will be led by humble leaders who call on the name of the Lord and rule 
righteously that we might have peace.  Please pray that God will show himself strong in the 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Pray that they will fear only God and not man 
and be of a good courage.  Pray that they will be bold as a lion and that the wicked will flee. 
(Prov. 28:1) 
 
Pray as we battle forces both foreign and domestic in our long war; plead with our God to make 
a way of escape from defeat, from losing heart in the battle and that in doing so, God will restore 
us as a nation to His righteousness.  Pray for the gracious and needed gift from God of genuine 
national repentance; especially from the iniquities of abortion, supporting homosexuality, the 
widespread disregard of the fourth commandment and rejection of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 
Continue to pray that we will recognize the true nature of the enemy.  Be not weary in hoping, 
praying and waiting to see the salvation of our great God whose new mercies come every 
morning!  Pray that the Gospel may continue to have free expression.  Pray that the culture of 
death will be defeated and that our nation will stand united and will endure in the defense of 
freedom.  Please continue to pray for the spouses, children, parents and siblings of our warriors. 
Pray for the families of the fallen and for the wounded that they may all endure and come to rest 
and trust in Christ.  May they defend our nation's liberties as guaranteed by our Constitution 
with stalwart hearts and minds! 
 
May we be “animated to pray by the certain hope of obtaining our requests.” Calvin 
 
We have lives precious to us in harm’s way: Andrew (two), Brett, Bryan, Chris, Christopher, 
Daniel, David (two), Doug, Douglas, Gabriel, Isaac, Jack, Jim, John, Nicolas, Noah, Paul (two), 
Rachel, Ray, Richard, Robert (two), Samuel (2), Scott, Sebastian, Stephen (two), and Chaplains 
John Carter and Tim Power  New deployments are shown in bold.  Emily has returned safely.  
 

• From Chaplain Ben Johnson - First of all, I wanted to thank you for the work you do to 
care for members of the OPC who serve in the military.  It is always encouraging to have 
the church lifting us up in prayer! Second, I wanted to give you an update regarding my 
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status with the military.  As of July 2014, I was transferred out of the Wisconsin Air 
National Guard and into the Air Force Inactive Ready Reserve.  I did this because I and 
my family are preparing to serve as missionaries with Mission to the World in Thailand.  
Lord willing, we will be leaving for Thailand the week of June 21st.  My intention is to stay 
in the IRR while my family gets settled into life in Thailand.  Once we feel comfortable in 
our new surroundings and ministry, I may investigate the possibility of finding a position 
with the Air Force IMA Reserves.  If I could find a unit that would let me live in Thailand 
and travel to them for duty, I would consider working with them.  The other update is that 
in 2013, I was promoted to Major.   

 
• From Elder Tom - Just a couple of updates. First, Samuel M. has been promoted to Cpl., 

and he is on the downward slope of his deployment. Seven months down, five to go.  
Second, our youngest son, Matthew, graduated from Navy Recruit Training on April 10. 
SN Matthew D. M. USN, has now classed up for training as an Electronics Technician… 
He has also volunteered for submarine duty. Lord willing, he should be in [training] for 18 
to 24 months…. The Navy chaplain who recently got himself in trouble with the chain of 
command for a faithful biblical counseling and testimony is also at [this] Command.  Do 
you have any suggestions for a church for Matthew in [his training location]? …  Two 
sons. One a Marine; one a Sailor. Christmas leave will be interesting.  Thanks for doing 
this. 
 

• From Executive Director Doug Lee - Just received word that OPC CH Graham Harbman 
"was received and installed" yesterday (1 May) by the PCA Presbytery which covers the 
San Francisco area. I am sorry to see him leave the OPC after many good years of 
ministry...but...I am thankful he is still within the PRCCMP Family. 
 

• From Pastor Steve - Gareth H. has gone to the reserves. 
 

• From RE Lars - I just want to remind you that Mark L., a member of Grace OPC in 
Hanover Park, Illinois, is a 4th year student at the US Naval Academy and is soon to 
graduate. He expects to transfer to the Air Force for his tour of service and expects to be 
able to enter flight training. 
 

• From CPT Emily C. - As of midnight on May 3rd [her unit] relinquished responsibility of 
the United States Military Hospital [in a deployed location] to our replacements.  On May 
1, I was promoted to Captain! This is a pretty big deal in the life of an Officer.  I was 
pinned by my battle buddy and roommate… The oath of office was administered by … 
both exceptional Officers and good friends. [The five who were promoted] gave little 
speeches afterwards. In mine, I relayed a story that I read recently. Apparently, following 
the Cold War our relationship with France and President Charles De Gaulle was sour. 
He resented the leadership the U.S. was trying to exercise over the free world, vetoed 
Britain's membership in the European Council, and withdrew France from NATO. The 
most shocking, I believe was his demand that the United States withdraw all their troops 
from France where they had strategic outposts. Upon hearing this from his Secretary of 
State, President Johnson told him to ask De Gaulle "does he mean the cemeteries too?" 
Dutifully, the Secretary of State asked the French President if his demand to withdraw 
U.S. Forces from France included the 60,000 U.S. troops buried in French soil from 
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World Wars I and II. That number is staggering to me. To date, we have lost 5,281 
U.S. service members in the War on Terror. That doesn't include the 2,998 lives that 
were lost on 9/11. It hasn't been since the Vietnam War that the U.S. has seen war 
fatalities that high. One contributing factor is the professional and top notch medical 
departments of our Armed Forces. Not every medical professional sees the difference in 
the lives they make. For every nurse or doctor who has direct access to the patient and 
watches their interventions save lives, there's a private or specialist in the lab or in a 
medical warehouse across post who is responsible for running a blood sample or 
supplying us with IV catheters and saline bags that allow us clinicians to do our jobs. It's 
been an honor for me to be on this team and serve with [this unit]. Now our time is 
drawing to a close. By this time next week we should be back [in the states]. Thank you 
so much for your support and love. This time wouldn't have been nearly as manageable 
without your prayers, letters, packages, and notes.  

 
The revision of DADT presents difficulties for many Christians, both those serving in line 
positions and those serving as chaplains.  Therefore we urge you to pray: 
 
1.  For all who serve in our military who name the name of Christ, 
2.  For all Christian chaplains who serve not only the military but also their churches under 
creedal statements of faith and belief, 
3.  That the implementation of this legislation will be just and righteous, 
4.  That the heretofore moral standards of our military will not be severely denigrated by those of 
good moral character leaving this godly calling, 
5.  That the Committee and Commission will have wisdom in order to protect those who serve.  
Praise God that the Commission has adopted additional protections for our chaplains.  Please 
pray that God will grant a powerful and sustained protection for our chaplains from this revision. 
6.  That our military, which has taken an oath defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies foreign and domestic, will not be diminished or perish, 
7.  That this trial will not also in time descend on the pulpits of our land. 
 

* * * * * 
Chaplains’ Reports: 
 
CH (CPT) Steve Roberts, Chaplain, 323rd MI BN, Fort Meade, MD (Presbytery of Mid-
Atlantic) In God’s grace, the War on Ebola has largely drawn to a close and my deployment 
was cancelled. As a result, I will be home for the birth of my child. I am still assigned to the 
323rd Military Intelligence Battalion at Ft. Meade, and am involved in counseling throughout our 
drills and throughout the month. God is gracious in giving me so many opportunities this early in 
my time with the unit! At the same time, my civilian pastoral call is due to end on 30 June due to 
financial constraints. I hope to remain with the church and tent-make in the meantime. PRAYER 
REQUESTS: Please pray that God would strengthen me in caring for my growing family and my 
expanding ministry with my unit, and for His gracious provision in this time of added uncertainty. 
Praise God that He has given us all we need in our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
EMAIL: Stephen.L.Roberts30.mil@mail.mil 
 
Ch Capt Phil Hollstein III, USAF, Davis-Monthan AFB , AZ (Presbytery of Southern 
California)  Our family is preparing for my one year tour in Thule, Greenland, starting in June. 
This will be an exciting assignment with just over 100 Air Force members and several hundred 
foreign contractors, as part of Space Command. My wife and three kids will spend part of the 
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time in Michigan visiting family, but stay in Tucson the rest of the year, where she will be 
homeschooling. PRAYER REQUESTS: Please pray that my ministry (as the only Chaplain!) will 
be fruitful, and that my family will be able to stay busy and happy while I’m gone.  
EMAIL: charles.hollstein@us.af.mil 

 
* * * * * 

 
Pray that President Barack H. Obama, will guide us as a nation in righteousness that is 
according to God’s Word, and that he will be just, ruling in the fear of God (II Sam 23:3b).  Pray 
for those who lead our warriors, from those in the cabinet to the NCO in the field, particularly for 
all those who name the Name of Christ. 
 
Pray for those who serve us, that their courage, strength and wisdom will not waver or 
fail, that their actions will be swift, victorious and bold as a lion (Proverbs 28:1), that God 
will grant them safety and bring them home to their families.  Pray for their wives and 
families, that as they are without their loved ones, they may endure and support them.  
Pray that we will minister to the families in the stead of those who serve.  Pray for their 
testimony to the lost.  Please pray both publicly and privately.  
 
Pray that our chaplains will be bold in the ministry of the Word – that precious Word that not 
only tells how we can have life eternal, but also instructs how we are to live!  Pray for all our 
members who serve, that the light of the Gospel will burn brightly in their lives. 
 
In His hands, Robert M. Coie, for the OPC Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel with 
the Prayer Focus by CDR Robert B. Needham CHC USN Ret. 


