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Daily Bible Readings
Week of February 28

Monday ............... Acts 11:1-14
Tuesday .............. Acts 11:15-30
Wednesday ............ Acts 12:1-11
Thursday ............ Acts 12:12-28
Friday ................. Acts 13:1-13
Saturday ............. Acts 13:14-25
Sunday ............... Acts 13:26-41

Questions for Sabbath Meditation
" 1. What was the meaning of the
vision that Peter received at Joppa?
2. Who was the second Christian
martyr? By what means was Peter
delivered from prison?
3. Who were the first missionaries
sent out by the church at Antioch?
To what places did they go?

Week of March 7

Monday .............. Acts 13:42-52
Tuesday ............... Acts 14:1-18
Wednesday ............ Acts 14:19-28
Thursday .............. Acts 15:1-12
Friday ................ Acts 15:13-29
Saturday .............. Acts 15:30-41
Sunday ............... Acts 16:1-13

Questions for Sabbath Meditation

1. What was the reaction of Paul
and Barnabas to the rejection of the
gospel by the Jews at Antioch of
Pisidia? .

2. Which of the Gentiles in that
city believed the word of the gospel? *

3."How did Paul and Barnabas an-
swer the attempt of the people of
Lystra to worship them?

4. What important doctrinal matter
was considered by the council of Jeru-
salem?”

Week of March 14

Monday .............. Acts 16:14-24
Tuesday .............. Acts 16:25-40
Wednesday ............ Acts 17:1-15
Thursday ............. Acts 17:16-34
Friday ................ Acts 18:1-11
Saturday .............. Acts 18:12-28
Sunday ................ Acts 19:1-12

Questions for Sabbath Meditation

1. Who was the first convert in
Macedonia? ,

2. Why were Paul and Silas placed
in prison? What happened during
their stay in prison in Philippi?

3. What are the people of Berea
noted for? ’

4. What position did Gallio adopt
when the Jews brought Paul to the
judgment seat? Was it a good one?

Week of March 21

Monday .............. Acts 19:13-22
Tuesday .............. Acts 19:23-41
Wednesday ............ Acts 20:1-12
Thursday ............. Acts 20:13-27
Friday ............. ... Acts 20:28-38
Saturday .............. Acts 21:1-16
Sunday ............... Acts 21:17-26

Questions for Sabbath Meditation

1. What evidences of success did
Paul have in Ephesus?

2. How did the townclerk at Ephe-
sus quiet the mob which cried out
against Paul?

3. What were some of the claims
that Paul made about his ministry at
Ephesus?

Week of March 28

Monday .............. Acts 21:27-40
Tuesday ............... Acts 22:1-21
Wednesday ............ Acts 22:22-30
Thursday .............. Acts. 23:1-10

»

Miss Florence Handyside

UR sovereign God has seen fit, in

His inscrutable wisdom, to take
to Himself Miss Florence Handyside,
Orthodox Presbyterian missionary in
Korea. Deazh came suddenly February
12 (Korea time) after an illness of less
than a week. Miss Handyside was
being taken to a hospital in Seoul, ac-
companied by the Rev. and Mrs. Bruce
Hunt, and passed away on the train.
Mr. Hunt's report indicaies the cause
10 have been something in the nature
of spinal meningitis, though definite
information is still lacking. '

Miss Handyside, a member of Cove-
nant Church of Rochester, has been in
Korea less than a year, and only re-
cently came directly under the Foreign
Missions Committee. She is survived
by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry E.
Handyside, 274 Vogt Road, Webster,
N.Y., and by a brother.

Apparently aware that she was seri-
ously ill, Miss Handyside indicated to
Myrs. Hunt that if death came, she
wanted to be buried in Korea. In
accordance with this request, arrange-
ments weve made for interment in a
missionary cemetery in Seoul. Services
were held Tuesday, February 15.

Foundations

Our Lord Jesus Christ laid the
foundation of the church when he
said to Peter, “Thou art Peter, and"
upon this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell will not prevail
against it.” The confessing Peter rep-
resenting the disciples of Christ and
his associates have laid down for the
church in the epistles and the prac-
tice of the early church rules which
are our guide today. We may be
thankful that our Lord sent His Spirit
to guide the apostles into truth.

How prone are men to pervert the
teaching of the Word of God! Juda-
izers will not have a gospel wholly of
grace; so they would mix in some
works. But God will not permit the
foundations to be destroyed; so the
council of Jerusalem will deal with the

. question and reassert the fact of sal-

vation by grace through faith alone.
How easy it is to compromise in the
church for the sake of peace. Un-

pleasantness may be avoided. ‘“Prog- |

ress’ may be made. But the Lord
God will not suffer His Church to be
destroyed from within. Paul with-
stands Peter to the face over the matter
of the reception of Gentiles into the

church. Once again the mortar stiffens

as the Master Builder lays His stones.

In our day some would desert the old
foundations and attempt to build on
new. Modernism would deny that the
word given by Christ through- the
apostles is law for our practice. And
others who claim allegiance of the Bible

often ignore the old foundations in an -

attempt to build the superstructure
higher. But we shall never build a
permanent house on insecure supports.

And as individual Christians and
families we must not in our haste to
get somewhere ignore basic truths.
Study the book of Acts and learn what
God led His people to do and say.
That life or home or religious organi-
zation that is built on the quicksand
of human opinion will never stand the
storm from without or the corrupting
influences from within.

A prayer suggestion

Pray for the Rev. Robert L. Atwell
in his work of recruiting students for
Westminster Seminary.

LeRoy B. Oviver.

The Preshyterian Guardian is published moﬁthly ily The Preshyterian Guardian Publishing Corporation, 728 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelpkia 2, Pa., at the

« following rates, payable in advance for either old or new subscribers in any part of the world, postage prepaid: $2.00 per year; $1.00 for five months; 20c per single
copy. Entered as second class matter March 4, 1937, at the Post Office at Philadelphia, under the Act of March 3. 1879. .
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Let's Stick To Business!
EVERY minister and every church

session must from time to time
face the problem of just what they are
trying to do. If their purpose is to
build up a church, they may behave in
one way. If their purpose is to win
friends and influence people, they may

~ behave quite differently. So the ques-

tion of what we are trying to do must
be faced, and answered.

We think that the Biblical purpose
of ministers and churches is to pro-
claim the truth of God, to His glory.
The standard ¢f truth is the Word of
God. Granted that this is the case,

then let’s stick to business. Let’s do
. everything in our power to further our
purpose, and let’s do nothing that will

tend to defeat our purpose.

The truth, of course, is not pro-
claimed in a void. While its ultimate
design is the glory of God, it has as a
proximate design the establishment of
a church which will conform com-
pletely to the revealed will of God.
In other words, our design in the
work of the church is to establish
truly Presbyterian churches, and to
bring transformed sinners into them.
Such churches will be true to the Pres-
byterian standards, both in .doctrine
and life. That being our purpose, let’s
make every item on our program con-
tribute to that end.

There is a temptation for ministers
and churches to dissipate their energies
in various kinds of good things. An
evangelistic effort in a neighboring
church—let’s support it. A rally for
young people sponsored by a Bible-
believing pastor in a neighboring town

—let’s attend. A “sound” missionary
available as a speaker—let’s hear him.
An evangelical agency carrying on use-
ful propaganda—let’s take a special
offering for it. _

No Presbyterian would contend that
a minister and a church should shun
all such activities outside his own de-
nomination. Sessions and pastors must
determine what activities of this type
are to receive their endorsement. But
if the pastor and session are agreed as
to what they in particular are trying
to do, they will not endorse outside
activities which do not really contribute
to their own purpose. The test is not
whether such outside activities will do
no harm, the test is whether they will
do positive good, in terms of the local
purpose. WIill they actually contribute
to the furtherance of the aim of the
church? Will they promote the pres-
byterianism of the church members,
both as regards doctrine and life?
There is no excuse for supporting
agencies and activities which are rela-
tively far from the truth to which we
are dedicated, when similar agencies
and activities that proclaim the truth
more accurately are available to us. It
cannot be true that agencies relatively
far from the truth are more “spiritual,”
for true spirituality is witnessed by
conformity to the truth.

In almost every congregation there
are the well-informed, and the less well-
informed. One cannot teach the ig-
norant by catering to their ignorance.
If one were so ignorant as to think
that two plus two equaled five, it
would certainly be poor pedagogy to
imply that he was right, and only once
in a while to hint that actually two
plus two equals four. Only the truth
will overcome error, and only sound
doctrine will dissipate error and ig-
norance of doctrine. If we want our
congregations to be strong, truly Pres-
byterian congregations, we must give
the proper teaching,’and administer the
proper doctrinal medicine. If medicine
is needed, it may indeed have to be
given in small doses, over a period of
time, lest it kill the patient. But it
is the medicine of truth alone that will
cure, and the word of truth alone that
will instruct. And if our aim is healthy
and truly Presbyterian churches, such
medicine and such instruction there
must be, given in love and with pa-
tience, but given nevertheless,

Therefore let each minister and each
church session that is determined to be
faithful to the Lord review constantly

_ comfort and support from religion.

=

the activities and the agencies which

~ are endorsed. Let us see whether, per-

chance, some of those which have
hitherto been acceptable are not in the
end encouraging error and falschood,
rather than truth. If such a review is
carried out, the church will be strength-
ened, a true ecumenicity will be fos-
tered, and the resources of the church,
"both spiritual and material, will be hus-
banded. These resources can then be
used most effectively for the propa-
gation of the truth which is the only
business of the church. Let us not, in
the name of “broadness” or “tolerance”
act on the one hand in such a manner
as to tear down that which in the
name of Christ we are struggling ear-
nestly to build. Let’s do just one thing.
Let’s establish a truly Presbyterian
church, one that is conformed to the
revealed will of God. Let’s do it
through the proclamation of the truth,
and let’s make every activity and every
agency of the church contribute to that
great aim.

R.S. M.

The Journal Survey

HE beginning of a new year is a
time to take stock of the past and
give consideration to the future.

A recent issue of the Ladies’ Home
Journal provides us with some guid-
ance in taking stock of the past. The
November Journal carries a survey on
the religious sentiments of the Ameri-
can people. The survey is designed to
assess the intensity of our religious
faith and the extent.to which that faith
has an effect on our behaviour. Un-
fortunately we are not informed as to
the number of individuals questioned,
other than that the poll was conducted
“by Gallup-poll methods.” Also there
are from the Christian viewpoint nu-
merous weaknessés in the content of
the questions submitted. While they
deal with religion, God, and ethics,
there is little if anything relative to the
specifically Christian faith.

However that may be, the survey is
interesting and revealing. Most of the
people questioned declared that they
believed in God, three-fourths of them
said they were members of a church,
though only 41% attended regularly.
Ninety per cent said they prayed,
though a much smaller percentage
prayed “frequently.” About half the
people said they received a “lot” of
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When an attempt was made to be-
come more specific, however, the reli-
gious ignorance of the average Ameri-
can appeared. God was defined vaguely
as power, or governor, by a few as
Creator, and by a mere 7 per cent as
“Spirit.” When asked specifically, 40

. per cent said they thought of Him as a

Person, though over 70 per cent
thought of Him as a judge who re-

wards and punishes. Other questions

here confirmed the relative ignorance
of those questioned in the field. of re-
ligion. The Journal editor comments
that the American public’s knowledge
in the field of religion “remains at
Sunday school. level.” There seemed
little difference between those with
more or less education.

Finally the survey included questions
related to the effect of religious beliefs
on conduct in personal and business
relationships. The large majority were
willing to say that they were honestly
trying to lead the good life. Allowed
to set up their own standard of good-
ness, 18 per cent said they had perfect

“success in living up to the standard,

and only 7 per cent felt that they failed

‘to go at least half way toward meeting

the standard. Over 60 per cent were
sure they were going to heaven. But
54 per cent said their religious beliefs

had no effect on their ideas of politics

or business. And over three-quarters
of them felt that they truly loved their
neighbors when those neighbors were
business competitors, or of a different
race or religion.

A survey such as this is something
like taking the national conscience to
the confessional. Answers are fre-
quently more inclined to be what is
expected, than what is really individ-
ally true. But often neither the ques-
tions nor the questioners are concerned
with a more explicit statement of the
views of the individual, and religious
convictions can’t be stated in a word
or a phrase. So such a survey is not
too satisfactory.

However, it does bring out certain
points of significance for those who are
engaged in the service of Christ and
His church. First is the great need of
a teaching ministry. There is truth in

the field of religion, more explicit than

in many other fields. That truth is
given man in Holy Scripture. It is the
work of the church to present that truth
to people the world over, to instruct
them in it, to point out its application
in their lives.. Where there is a faithful
teaching ministry, the people will not

be in such a depth of ignorance con-
cerning spiritual things,

Secondly, there is need for the
preaching of the law and the holiness
of God. Hypocritical ‘Pharisaism is
destructive of true morality. The man
who thanks Ged that he is not like
others, and attributes his success to
himself rather than to the grace of God,
has never come face to face with the
reality of a holy God. The business of
the church is to call sinners to repent-
ance. You can’t call the righteous to
repentance. The message of the grace
of God in Christ finds an opening
only as there is the conviction of sin,
of righteousness, and of judgment.

Thirdly a survey such as this sug-
gests the extent to which Modernism
has become the prevalent faith of our
country. Religion is thought of in
terms of vague ideas about God, and
good works, especially love of one’s
neighbor. For this success of Modern-
ism we may credit the work of the

great denominations and religious
agencies, which have turned away, and
turned the people away, from the
glotious faith of our fathers, the faith
of Scripture, the faith which is true.

And finally such a survey indicates
the challenge which lies before us in
the work of the church. Who will dare
say that in his own little congregation
a religious survey might not indicate
much of the same conditions as were
found to be nation wide? For a church
which seeks to be true to the Word. of
God, as does The Orthodox Presby-
terian Church for example, there is an
open door of opportunity for the
preaching of the whole counsel of God,
including His sovereignity, His holi-
ness, His mercy and redeeming grace.

There is the opportunity to present a.

faith which is a world and life view,
reaching into every sphere of human
endeavour and applying the truth of
God to every aspect of life. Such is
the Calvinism we hold dear.

Calvinism and Art

N the December Guardian we
published a picture by Mr. Rene
Grove, to provide a foil for a dis-
cussion on the relation of Calvin-
ism and Art. We also carried an

‘article by Professor Van Til of

Westminster Seminary, dealing with
the subject, and invited comment
from our readers.’

We present here some of the let-
ters received. We warned Mr. Grove
before publishing his picture, that
he was “sticking his neck out.” He
agreed, but said that was what he
intended to do. He felt that the field
had been neglected, and that it was
high time some progress was made
in it, through discussion of the ques-
tion openly and frankly.

There is considerable negative
comment in these letters. It is al-
ways easier to suggest “better ways
of doing things,” when something
is offered to work on. However, in
the midst of the negative comment
there is, we feel, much of construc-
tive suggestion, both in matters of
principle and of execution.

Less Awe . . .
To THe Eprror:

I enjoyed Dr. Van Til’s account, in

the December issue, of the discussion
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R. D.
Grove concerning Calvinism and art.
However, I am inclined to think that
the explanation of the hush which Dr.
Van Til reports fell upon the group
is somewhat different from what has
been imagined. Perhaps the reason
was that the bearing of saving grace
on the problem at hand was so obvious
that those present were well-aware that
everyone in the room knew the appli-
cation and hence hesitated to mention
it. Saving grace has a clear bearing
on every phase of life. There is noth-
ing that is not to be done to the glory
of God. Why make a special fanfare
about that fact in applying it to art any
more than to, say, practicing medicine.
There is not one iota of difference in
the two instances.

The difference between pai‘nting‘

pictures and practicing medicine is that

(1) the techniques and media are dif-

ferent and (2) the things which can
be accomplished and taught are differ-

ent. There are no techniques or media-

(See “Are” page 27)
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The Whole Counsel of God

Substance of a Sermon Delivered at the
Dedication of the Crescent Park Chapel

EVERY once in-a while as I greeted
the congregation at the close of
the evening service in West Collings-
wood, one man, with big, dark, laugh-
ing eyes, would shake my hand and
say with a grin, “Well, Chuck, all
through now for another week!” How-
ever seriously or jokingly he meant it,
that does represent the view some peo-
ple have of the ministry. To that con-
ception of the ministry our theme of
the evening gives the lie. Our theme—
The Whole Counsel of God. Our text,
Acts 20:27, “For I have not shunned

to declare unto you all the counsel of -

God.” Or, as it is in the new Revised

Standard Version, “For I did not shrink

from declaring to you the whole -coun-
sel of God.”

Paul reminded the Ephesian elders
gathered with him on the shore of the
burdens and joys of his ministry among
them. For the space of three years he
had ceased not to warn the people of
Ephesus with tears, night and day.
From house to house he had taught
them. And publicly, too, of course,
he had set forth the message. What
message? The Counsel of God. What
Paul proclaimed was not after man,
nor had he learned it of men, but by
the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Not Human Wisdom

Had he so desired, this man Paul
could have given wonderful addresses
on the basis of human wisdem. Had
he been of a mind to do it, he could
have written some of the most elo-
quent. treatises ever composed on the
basis' of human learning. But did he
so choose? Listen to his words, “1
determined not to know anvthing
among you, save Jesus Christ and Him
crucified . . . and my speech and my
preaching was not with enticing words
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power: that your
faith should not stand in the wisdom
of mien, but in the power of God.”
I once had a most interesting conver-
sation in the Hebrew Union College
in Cincinpati. It was with a rabbi
who had fled to this country during
the Nazi regime in Germany. A real

~ scholar, this man was, mark you, an

historian, an author. Inevitably our
conversation turned to the subject of
the Messiahship of Jesus. Nor could I
refrain from asking the gentleman how

he could account for it that Paul,

trained in the strictest form of the
Jewish faith, a recognized scholar, of
brilliant intellect, could come to regard
Jesus of Nazareth, a contemporary of
his, as Lord in the fullest sense of the
term. All that the man could offer,
to a question that was obviously too:
much for him, was this: “He must
have ‘cracked up”” How utterly in-
adequate was that reply! For after
all, the only answer that really answers
is that Paul came to regard Jesus as
the Lord Christ simply because as a
matter of fact that is who He is.

Found in Secripture
Some churches today (I shudder to

. apply to them the name “church”)

are wrapped up in what they call “new
thought.” Others are proud to take to
themselves the term “modern,” and
they do their best to be modern, mod-
ern in doctrine, modern in practice.
But such modernity is as old as sin. It
is simply old-fashioned unbelief, which
first found expression in the rebellion
of our first parents in the Garden of

The Rev. Charles H. Ellis of the
Covenant Church of East Orange and
Pastor Robert W. Eckardt at dedi-
cation qf Crescent Park Chapel. The
pulpit desk- was made by Mr. E. S.
Mahaffey, a resident of the community,
and donated to the Chapel.

~small order.

By CHARLES H. ELLIS

Eden. That is not for us. We dare

not curry the favor of men when to

do so means to disobey God. We must -

obey God rather than men. And so
our church, this church, is unreservedly
committed to the foundation principle
of the Christian faith that in this book,
the Holy Bible, we have unfolded “the
whole counsel of God,” all that we need
to know to be instructed in what we
are to believe concerning God and

what duty God requires of us. When

our church ceases to stick by this
principle as the foundation of its super-
structure of faith and practice, it shall
have departed from the only under-
girding upon which man may safely
build. Abandon this book, and you
abandon everything.

A Big Job

It is good to dwell upon and preach
the counsel of God. But that is not
enough. What we must dwell upon
and what we must preach is the whole
counsel of God. That, brethren, is no
It is a big job. An
American Oil company was once seck-
ing to have a representative in China.
Qualifications for the position were
high. The man must be under 3o,
well educated, an organizer, and able
to speak Chinese. It soon became
apparent that the only person meeting
these requirements. was a missionary.
The oil company offered this. certain
missionary a salary of $10,000 a year
if he would leave his litle mission
station and go to work for them. When
he refused they offered him $20,000
and still again $30,000. When he had
rejected every offer, the company offic-
ials asked, “What is the matter? Isn’t
the money big enough?” “Yes,” he
replied, “but the job isn’t big enough.”
That young missionary surely must
have had a good conception of the
task that was his already, a job that
certainly was big enough, for it in-
volved preaching the whole counsel of

God.

Repentance and Faith

Part of the whole counsel of God
which Paul proclaimed in Ephesus he
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mentioned in the very context from
which our text comes. He spoke of
the way in which he went from house

to house, “testifying both to the Jews,

and also to the Greeks, repentance to-
ward God and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Certainly these two
truths, the truths of repentance and
faith, are basic to any kind of presenta-
tion of the gospel. I dare say that
the counsel of God cannot be pro-
claimed except in terms of repentance
and faith.

We ought to notice the manner in
which Paul introduces the words of
our theme. “I did not shrink from

_declaring to you the whole counsel of

God.” No shrinking violet was this
apostle. No Casper Milquetoast was
he. Paul did not withdraw himself,
he was not timid, he did not cower,
nor did he conceal any part of the
message of grace. Does not that ex-
pression indicate that there are con-
siderations which conceivably' might
make a man shrink from declaring the
whole truth of God to men? Yes,
indeed. At the very heart of the gos-
pel there is that which might cause
a man to hold back from a full declara-
tion of divine truth. Man is a very
proud creature. He thinks highly of
himself, wants other people to do the
same, and wants God also to think
well of him. But the gospel comes
to him telling him that he 'is dead,
not simply indisposed, not just sick,
not even desperately sick, but dead in
trespasses and sins, at enmity with God,
and bound for endless destruction ex-
cept for the interposition of the hand
of divine grace. Does the natural man
like that kind of teaching? He does
not. He would rather be told that he
is a good fellow and that if he con-
tinues to do his best, surely God would
be ashamed to bar him from heaven
at last. How many there are who like
to hear that type of thing in church!
And how many  ungracious, faithless
pastors there are to accommodate proud
hearts with such prattle.

Dare Not Shrink Back

But what did Paul do? He shrank
not from declaring the whole counsel
of God. To those who trusted in
themselves he declared that salvation
is not of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God that showeth
mercy. To Jews and Gentiles alike
Paul preached repentance toward God
and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ.
He shrank not from declaring that

man can do nothing to save himself,
but must cast himself altogether upon
the mercy of God in Christ for salva-
tion.

So must it be today. The minister
of Christ dare not shrink from preach-
ing the whole counsel of God. Once
in a while we hear of a minister who
is said to be evangelical himself, a
believer in the fundamentals of the
faith himself, but he does not come out
too strongly in that direction in public
because he has a church organization
over his head that would not look

. kindly on that type of preaching. What

kind of an evangelical believer must
he be? What if Martin Luther had
been made of that kind of stuff? The
ambassador of Christ has no business
engaging in such pussyfooting. Such
pusillanimous preaching the Christ
cannot bear. Listen again to Paul,
“I shrank not from declaring to you

the whole counsel of God.”

The Simple Gospel

Included in the whole counsel of God
are simple themes.. A man must not
be too proud to preach on the simplest
of them. How the world needs the
simplicity of the Gospel. In the full-
ness of time God sent forth His Son.
Christ died for our sins, according to
the Scriptures. Whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved. For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son
that whosoever believeth on Him
should not perish but have everlasting
life. Let not the doctor of divinity
turn aside from such simple themes.
Let not the doctor of philosophy frown
upon the presentation of the gospel in
such simple terms. The unschooled in
Christ must hear this simple gospel,
and the trained in Christ will love to
hear it again and again.

More Difficult Themes

Included in the counsel of God are
also difficult themes. The ambassador
of Christ may not decline to preach on
them, either. The people must have
the meat of the Word, they cannot
thrive forever on its milk alone. Pab-
lum is good, isn’t it, for babies. Strained
vegetables are good, aren’t they, for
babies. Comes a time, however, when
these foods are put aside and in their
place is put the diet of men and
women. So it ought to be in the things
of Christ. - We need the milk of the
Word. We must also have its meat.

So, for example, the Apostle Paul

could speak of the decrees of God as
they existed in the mind of the Eternal
before the world was. He could write
to his beloved friends in Christ at the
Church in FEphesus, and exclaim:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heav-
enly places in Christ; according as He
hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before him
in love; having predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to himself, according to the good pleas-
ure of His will . . .” . And again, “For
by grace are ye saved, through faith;
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God; not of works, lest any man
should boast. For we are His work-
manship, created in Jesus Christ unto
good works, which God hath before

ordained that we should walk in-

them.”

In such words. of Holy Scripture we
have some of the more solid meat on
which to chew. The divine decree of
election—God’s foreordaining all things
—the Lord’s ordaining paths of right-
eousness in which His people are to
walk. In the midst of the revelation
of such sovereign grace we stand
amazed. The truth we would not
deny. The truth we must proclaim.
Even as Paul, we may not shrink from,
we may not conceal the mind of God
as He has seen fit to reveal it in His
Holy Word. Brethren, it is our por-
tion to go on from strength to strength
seeking to understand, as best we can
with our finite understanding, the mind

of God as He has been pleased to re- -

veal it in the gospel.

A Word That Cuts

The whole counsel of God—what a
concept! What a task! And the am-
bassador of Christ may not shrink
from the declaration of truth which
may be displeasing to careless professors
of Christ in every church, this church
not excepted. If the preaching of the
Word never results in stepping on the
toes of the people, the chances are that
it is pretty weak preaching. If you and
I go to church regularly and are never
smitten between the eyes by the accusa-
tions of the Word of God, then either
our consciences have lost their edge,
or the Word of God is not being faith-
fully proclaimed. This Word is a
two-edged sword, you "know, yea
sharper even than that, piercing even
to the dividing asunder of soul and
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spirit, and is the discerner of the

‘thoughts and intents of the heart. A

sword cuts, When the Word of God
is faithfully wielded, it will cut. It
will cut into the heart of careless pro-
fessors of the name of Christ, those

" who before the church have acknowl-

edged His name but whose lives cannot
be distinguished from the lives of the
world. This Word will cut. It will
cut into the conscience of those whose
witness and testimony among men do
not reflect the light of Him who is the
Light of the world. This Word will
cut. It will cut into the heart of those
who erect a god of pleasure, or any
other kind of god, to occupy the place
of the One who said, “Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.” This
sword. of the Spirit will cut. It will
cut into the heart of those who profess
the name of the Lord but who stub-
bornly persist in violating the com-
mandment with respect to His holy
Sabbath day. This sword of the Spirit
will cut. It will cut into the heart
of those who call themselves the chil-

dren of God, but whose bosoms harbor

hatreds, animosities, ill-feelings, jeal-
ousies. When the whole counsel of
God is proclaimed, our hearts do cringe

under the piercing searchlight of divine:

truth.

A Word That Heals

If the Word of God cuts, it does so
that it might also heal. The Word of
God cuts into our sinful, diseased soul
in order that out of the same volume
may be poured the balm of healing.
Is there no balm in Gilead? There
is. Is there no physician in Israel?
There is. Listen to Paul’s description
of the way in which the Ephesian
Christians had come to be a peculiar
possession of God. He describes them
as “the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood.” Yes,
there is a Great Physician for our sin-
ful, diseased hearts—the Lord Jesus
Christ. Surely there is balm in Gilead
for the healing of the sinner’s wounds,
even the blood of Christ.

An awful burden weighed down
upon Paul—the burden of lost, sinful
men to whom he was responsible.
Therefore, he exclaimed, “I am debtor,
both to the Jew and to the Gentile . . .
for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe
is me if I preach not the gospel.” With
such a weight of solemn responsibility
upon his heart Paul pursued his min-
istry in the proud city of Ephesus,
warning men and women day and

night with tears, preaching Christ to
them from house to house. And as
he addressed the Ephesian elders on the
shore at Miletus he, reminded them in
these sobering words, “Wherefore I
take you to record this day, that I am
pure from the blood of all men, For I
have not shunned to declare unto you
all the counsel of God.”

In conclusion, I would press home
upon you the two-fold duty of repent-

-ance toward God, and faith toward our

Lord Jesus Christ. We are sinful men.
I dare not hold before any one of us

- the slightest hope of heaven apart from

repentance, earnest, sincere repentance,
and faith in Christ. The whole coun-
sel of God assures us that we are lost,
utterly, helplessly so, of ourselves. But
the whole counsel of God also tells
us of the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who stands ready to save to
the uttermost all who call upon Him
in humble faith. Let us with joy sub-
mit to the whole counsel of God, and
in doing so, commit ourselves to the all
sufficient Saviour, the Word of God
incarnate, Christ Jesus the Lord.

Art
(Continned from page 24)

in art that are peculiar to Calvinists.
Calvinism should teach the artist to
do a better job because he has a worth-
ier goal, just as, for the same reason, it
should teach the physician to do a
better job.

When it comes to the truths which
can be taught there is an obvious dif-
ferentiation of function. An artist is
primarily presenting beauty, and in so
doing can call to men’s minds the
marvels of God’s creation whether in
superficial inanimate nature, in man,
in the structure of materials or in
numerous other ways. The Christian
physician is primarily demonstrating
that wise honest medicine makes it
possible for people to be healthier and

thus more capable of honoring God in'
all sorts of ways. He also can be call-.

ing to the attention of men the mar-
vels of God’s creation. But the first
objective of both of them is to do their
particular service in the best possible
way to the glory of God.

It is a waste of time to select the fine
arts as a field where there is some
peculiar or mystical bearing of Calvin-
ism on the subject matter. The fine

arts are noble fields of work. Calvinists
would do better in them if they ap-
proached them with more common
sense and less awe, applying to them
the same grand principles that they
apply, or should apply, elsewhere,
Paur WooLLey
Philadelphia, Pa.

Toy of a Cross . . .

Sir:

I thank you for having published
Mr. Grove’s “Mother and Child.” No
picture or painting of that kind has
ever caught my eyes and set my mind
athinking like this one. That child
makes it easy to believe that the rule
will be upon his shoulders! And
speaks without uttering a word, “Come
unto me!” It is not a helpless babe,

but the Creative Word in flesh, the

Earnest of a Future, the appearance of
the second Adam, heading the new
race, the new family, in which He is
the Head, the Firstborn, the Elder
Brother. —All this, and much more,
the painting told me without one look
at the cross. It is a needless remnant
of conventionalism. What the artist
wishes to convey with the toy-like
cross, Christians know from the Bible
more fully and effectively. An inviting
motion of the hand—instead of hold-
ing, I repeat, that toy of a cross—with
Matthew 11:28 behind it, would make
the painting more eloquent and would
bring it more tellingly and definitely
within the orbit of Calvinism. It is
not that I am against the cross as a
symbol, but rather that it seems to be
just superfluous in this great composi-
tion. Please convey my respects to Mr.
Grove. May he live a long, creative,
inspired life!
CHARLEs VINCZE
Perth Amboy, N. J.

Still Roman . . .
Dear Epiror:

Upon your invitation let me offer a
few comments on Mr. Grove’s painting
in the December issue of the Guarp-
1aN.  Mr. Grove will, of course, be
assured that all criticism is offered in
the same spirit which prompted the
invitation to comment.

Mr. Grove is fortunate in the choice
of his aesthetic medium in that its
representational possibilities allow him
to be much more specific in portraying
Reformed conceptions. The purely

musical forms of expression offer much
less by way of specification. For
example, how could one distinguish a
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Reformed symphony from any other

. on first hearing. The purely musical

mediums 'build up their conceptual
content largely by association. If you
heard a piece of music in the chorale
style, coming to a half close and a
full close on alternate phases, you
would have no reason to make any
religious associations except that you
are accustomed to hearing that kind
of music in church. Conversely, if

you hear a Billy Sunday adaptation of,

a popular tune, it fails to qualify as
sacred music because of its shady past.
We are not concluding here that cer-

tain forms are not more appropriate

than others.. It may be maintained
that the rhythmic patterns of jazz are
not appropriate to worship because its
kinesthetic contagion is not congenial
to the repose of worship and reverie.
In contrast Mr. Grove’s medium offers
him the possibility of being much more
specific but it is also in this area that
he failed us.

In the first place, Mr. Grove’s moth-
er is of the Mona Lisa type. As such
she recalls Italian pre-reformation art,
and puts us in mind of Roman' Catho-
lic domination. ‘The cow! worn by the
mother further puts the painting in the
medieval period and covers the wom-
an’s hair, her crowning glory, though
here Mr. Grove’s purpose may have
been to lead the interest away from the
mother, as the comments stated. The
total effect, however, is to lend a
Madonna and child impression which
again puts the painting in the Roman
Catholic tradition.

Secondly, though we wish to deny
the Roman Catholics any monopoly of
the cross as a symbol, nevertheless, we
cannot deny that in the history of art
they have held that monopoly. By so
much, therefore, it adds to the general
impression already gained by the Ma-
donna motif on the mother. Using a
medium that is rich in representational
possibilities it should not be necessary
for us to be told that this is to be a
Reformed painting in spite of the
Roman Catholic impression which it
gives.

Let me suggest the following changes
in order to give the mother and child
subject a more Reformed appearance.
Instead of a cross in the hand of the
child, place a Bible on the table in
front of the mother. Since the child
does not understand the symbolism of
the cross, it may be argued that he will
also have no understanding of the
meaning of the Scriptures. But if

the child retains the same pose which
suggests the future, and the mother
has her attention divided between the
child and the Word, her arm around
the child and her eyes on the Bible,
giving this representation of divided
interest, there will immediately follow
the idea of Christian nurture which
is so fundamental in realizing the
implications of the covenant in Re-
formed theology.

Further, though we do not deny the
artist the right to idealize his subject,
the .very exquisite hands of the mother
do not suggest that kind of self-sacri-
fice which is necessary generally in the
fulfillment of the vows which Re-
formed parents make at the time they
present a child for baptism. Let me
also suggest that the mother be taken
out of the pre-reformation period. Per-
haps removing the cowl would effect
that change. A less Latin model might
also have the same result. Since the
Reformation was effective mostly in
Northern Europe a non-Latin mother
would assist in putting the painting
in its proper place both as far as the
history of art is concerned, and as it
might reflect the history of Christian
thought.

In conclusion let me reaffirm my in-
troductory remark. These comments
do not come as carping fault finding,
but only register the reactions which
come to me in viewing Mr. Grove’s
painting. I am fully cognizant of the
fact that it is much easier to ‘speak
in generalities about Calvinism and

art as Kuyper does in his “Stone Lec-

tures” than to express it through an
actual medium as Mr. Grove’s worthy
work attempts to do. Whatever may
be said concerning the Reformed motif,
there certainly is no denying that Mr.
Grove is an artist of the first order.
As such the first expressions of a Re-
formed art can do no better than to
come through his hands.
Nick R. Vax TiL
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Violently React . . .
DEear Mr. Ebrror:

In your brief article on page 273 of
the December issue of Tue Pressy-
TERIAN GuarbiAN you have extended
a highly commendable invitation to
readers to contribute to what you _call
“a sort of symposium on the subject
of Calvinism and Art.” The subject
is provocative of thought and fruitful
discussion may result. May I be per-
mitted to offer a few reflections re-

lating to the picture reproduced on the
same page.

It is gratifying to know that the
artist did not intend the picture to be
one of Christ and Mary. That some-
what relieved the shock received when
the picture first caught my eye. I am
one of those who violently react
against pictures which purport to rep-
resent the Saviour. One reason, among
others, for this reaction may be men-
tioned.

It is supremely imperative that every
conception we frame respecting our
Lord should be true and every emo-
tion we entertain pure and holy. If
we hold that pictures of Christ are
legitimate then it is because we con-
sider that to some extent they minister
to the framing of a proper conception
of Him and to the cultivation of devo-
tion to Him, in a word, that intelligent
devotion is in some way promoted
thereby.

We must also avow that our knowl-
edge of Christ and of the devotion
owing to Him is derived from the
Scripture. Now it so happens that
the Scripture does not provide us with
data respecting the physical appear-
ance of our Lord. No one today
knows what His appearance or likeness
was. Any picture, therefore, is the
work of the artist’s imagination and
there is no norm or test by which we
may determine its correspondence with
the reality. This is an exceedingly
serious matter. We all know how our
conception of a person may be influ-
enced “ by that person’s physical ap-
pearance. The same holds true with
reference to pictures purporting to rep-
resent. the Saviour, DParticularly 1is
this true in the case of children and
also of adults with certain types of
mentality. In certain instances we may
be sure that the conception entertained
is very deeply affected by the picture
or pictures. The conclusion is surely
apparent. By pictures of Christ we are
laying ourselves open to the influence
exerted by something that has no war-

rant in the only source we possess

from which our conceptions of Christ
are to be derived and the only norm
by which they are to be determined
and corrected. It is surely criminal to
subject ourselves or others to such an
influence. Deflection from truth in
our conception of mere men is bad
enough. But deflection from truth in
the conception we entertain regarding
our Lord is the sin that lies close to
idolatry.

L
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But to get back to the picture con-
cerned.. It does not purport to be a
picture of Christ and Mary. On that
assumption, however, does not the pic-
ture defeat the purpose it is alleged
to serve? If the child does not repre-
sent Christ, why should the child have
the centrality and why should the child
be “the source of the light which
streams from the picture?” Why play
down the mother? Is a child more
important than a mother? To play
up a child in contradistinction from
a mother is not itself Christian or Cal-
vinistic. Surely two motifs were at

work ‘in the artist’s mind and- they are

scarcely compatible with one another.

Again, the cross in the hand of the
child “is intended,” you say, “to illus-
trate the fact that even from His birth
Christ had the cross in view.” The
child, then, after all, does represent
Christ. For how can a child holding a
cross in his hand represent the fact that
Christ from His birth had the cross in
view unless the child in question is
intended to represent Christ in the days
of his infancy? Besides, there appears
to be dangerous confusion at this point.
Our lLord was divine and in His
divine knowledge He always knew

- that He was to suffer upon the ac-

cursed tree. But surely the picture is
intended to represent Christ in His
human nature, and what is represented
is ‘what came within the compass of
His human knowledge. Now, what
evidence do we possess that there came

- within the compass of our Lord’s hu-

man consciousness from His birth, or
even from the age represented by the

picture, the knowledge of what is repre- .

sented by the cross? - To say the least,
this is dubious theology. I fear that
this is an example of what we are
liable to slip into when we resort to
improper media for conveying the
truth concerning Him who is the mys-
tery of godliness.

Others features merit comment; but
I have already trespassed my limits.
I have no doubt, Mr. Editor, that the
artist’s intents were noble. But I am
also convinced that he has not been
successful. Insofar as the picture of
the child represents Christ, it is open
not only to the principial objection

stated at the outset, but also to a serious -

theological objection. Insofar as it does
not represent Christ but only a child
and his mother, then as a medium of
conveying truth respecting Christ and
His work it is something of a mon-
strosity.

With thanks for your indulgence,
Mr. Editor, and with high esteem for
Mr. Grove as a Christian gentleman
and as an artist, but with little respect
for the plcture concerned.

Joun Murray

Philadelphia, Pa.

Excerpts from other letters:

“. . . Art is so subjective that it
could not possibly be called ‘Calvinistic

art, or any other kind of art . . . even’

a picture representing the sovcreignty
of God very vividly to a Calvinist might
confirm the skeptic in his unbelief .

Art is the ﬁrst step beyond the written

word,

Bryce T. SENTER
Denver, Colorado
. The thousands upon thousands
who saw Jesus of Nazareth in infancy
and adult manhood, heard His words
and viewed His works, could never
discern the Lamb of God except
through the éye of faith implanted by
the Holy Spirit . . . It has pleased
the Holy Spirit to employ but one
implement, th¢ ministry of the Word,
to work in man knowledge leading to
salvation . . . Be on guard that the
preacher is not relegated to the back-
ground.”
J. A. MErizon
Grand Rapids, Michigan
. It seems to me that Mr. Grove
has taken a Madonna painting and
has changed it around a litde bit; he
has placed the emphasis differently.
But by rearranging and changing sev-
eral objects we do not get a Calvin-
istic composition . . . Why on earth do
we have to put up with the Roman
Catholic pattern of mother and child,
instead of taking our pattern ffom
the Scriptures? Joseph, the son of
David, who took his wife unto' him
at the command of the angel, there-
with making his adopted son the legal
heir to the throne of David is con-
sistently missing in Roman Catholic
paintings for obvious reasons: they
put the emphasis upon the blessed one
among women and her child

Joseph is in my opinion just as impor- -

tant a link in the divine revelation in
the fulness of time as Mary is . . .
Joseph and Mary ought to be in the
picture with the Child in order to tie it
in with the whole of God’s revelation;
only that will give, in my estimation,,

. perspective to our artistic, Calvinistic

evaluations of the Christ Child . . .
Let us not try to reform the disorder
of Rome, without attacking their dis-

ordered background, for the two are
mseparably tied together . . .”

BEert MULDER

. Philadelphia, Pa.
. It seems to me that God’s re-
quirement, ‘Be ye holy, for T am holy,’
would demand that the Christian, if
so qualified by the Holy Spirit, give
expression to the sanctification which
is of God, yes, in Calvinistic art. In
that respect too the Calvinist is to
think the thoughts after God, be it
in actual production or in the appre-
ciation of art. I believe Mr. Rene
Grove has succeeded admirably in his
painting Mother and Child to use art
forms -and media under the governing
influence of the Calvinist world view.
. .. In that Child I see portrayed the
story of the Gospel. It is my cross-
bearing Savicur, my glorious Lord . . .”

: Joun EnHLERs

Willard, Ohio
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Grace Church
Missions Mindgd

HE Grace Orthodox Presbyterian

Church of Los Angeles has recently
been placing increased emphasis on the
missionary work of the denomination.
Says the pastor, the Rev. Robert H.
Graham, “We feel it is sinful for our
church to neglect its servants abroad.
The entire offering of the Sunday
school on the last Sunday of each month
goes to Orthodox Presbyterian mis-
sions. A missionary dinner is held on
the first Friday of each month. This
is a pot luck dinner, so that no one is
put to great expense for it. An offer-
ing is taken at each of these dinners,
and this is given to Orthodox Presby-
terian missions. Besides the duplex
envelope on’Sunday there is an offer-
ing plate on the table at the front
door marked ‘for missions.” The mis-
sion offering of this Home Missions
church exceeded $180 in the month
of November, and all of it was sent to
the Orthodox Presbyterian missions.”

On Sunday, December 12, five per-
sons were received into communicant
membership in the church. During the
pastor’s absence December 19, the Rev.
Louis Knowles conducted the services.

During 1948 the congregation was
able to pay off over $2,000 of its in-
debtedness on the church, as well as to
make many noticeable improvements
both to the exterior and interior of
the building.
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Beverly Church
Buys Manse
LAST month we reported the dedi-
cation of the new church building
of the Beverly Orthodox Presbyterian
Church of Los Angeles. Just too late
to be included with that report, we
received word that the church has also
determined to purchase a manse. The
building which for eight years has
been rented and used as a manse was
sold and it became necessary to secure
new quarters. At a meeting January
6, the congregation approved a plan
submitted by the trustees, calling for
the purchase of a house located about
five blocks from the church.” The
house is a three bedroom structure,
with living and dining rooms adjoin-
ing in the shape of an “L” to make
a large front room. There is also an
attractive fire place. '
Total cost of the new manse is
$11,500, which the congregation ex-
pects to meet through a down payment
and monthly payments. Since the build-
is a G.. resale, interest is at a low
rate.

Old Stockbridge
Dedicates Building

N December 16, 1948 the new

building of the Old Stockbridge
Orthodox Presbyterian Church near
Gresham, Wisconsin, was dedicated to
the worship of God. The pastor of
the church, which serves Indians on
the neighboring reservation, 1s the Rev.
John Davies.

At a service in the afternocon the Rev.
Robert K. Churchill preached on the
theme, “Christ the Chief Corner Stone,”
and the Rev. John Verhage of Bethel
Church, Oostburg, brought the greet-
ings of the Presbytery of Wisconsin.
At a service in the evening the Rev.
Harold Hillegas of Wausau, Wiscon-
sin, gave an address on “The Import-
ance of the Church.” Mr. Hillegas
was shepherd of the people of Old
Stockbridge shortly before they left
the Presbyterian Church in the US.A.

In spite of icy roads, about fifty
people attended the afternoon service,
and there were 80 present in the eve-
ning. Many of them partook of a sup-
per prepared by the ladies of the church
and served in the manse.

The people of OIld Stockbridge
church are grateful to Almighty God
for the church building He has given
them, and they wish to take this oppor-
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tunity for thanking all who had a part
in helping to finish the building.
Though the basement is not completely
finished, and the furnace not yet in-
stalled, they are willing to wait for
these. .

On Christmas night about 110 peo-
ple gathered in the new building for
the Sunday school exercises. And about
30 people were present for a Watch
Night Service New Year’s Eve.

Hamilton to Korea

Under Independent Board
THE Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton and

Mrs. Hamilton have been appointed
to foreign mission service in Korea by
the Independent Board for Presbyter-
ian Foreign Missions. The appoint-
ment is of a general character, with the
understanding that the Korean station
will determine the actual field of Mr.
Hamilton’s work. Mr. Hamilton has
tentative reservations on the President
Buchanan sailing March 1oth, but
these arrangements may be cancelled,
as this ship does not go beyond Japan,
and transportation for the remainder of
the trip may be difficult to secure. Mr.
Hamilton resigned his position with
the New England Christian School

- Association as of February 1.

The Reverend and Mrs. Hamilton
served under the Independent Board
in Korea for several years prior to the
World War II. The threat of war
forced their return to this country in
1941, and shorty thereafter their serv-
ice with the Board was terminated.

In 1946 they were placed under ap-
pointment for service in Korea, by the
Foreign Missions Committee of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Shortly
before the 1947 Assembly the Com-
mittee, having received a request from
the’ Korea Theological Seminary for
Mr. Hamilton to be sent there to teach,
considered the question and decided
that at that time they would not send
Mr. Hamilton out for that purpose.
The decision occasioned extended dis-
cussion at the 1947 Assembly, but
members of the Committee were re-

. elected by the Assembly. When this

decision, apparently interpreted by
many as approval of the Committee’s
action, was announced, Mr. Hamilton
indicated that he was withdrawing
from his appointment by the Commit-
tee. Although the Committee endeav-
oured to resume talks with Mr. Ham-
ilton ‘on the matter of his going to

Korea for general missionary service,
and although the 1948 Assembly urged
Mr. Hamilton to reapply to the Com-
mittee for this purpose, Mr. Hamilton
refused to renew his application to the
Committee.

During his stay in this country
Mr. Hamilton served in a home mis-
sionary project in California, then for
a time as general secretary of the Com-
mittee on Christian Education of the
denomination. More recently he has
been field secretary of the New Eng-
land Christian School Association.” In
doctrinal discussions in The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church recently, Mr.
Hamilton took an active part in advo-
cating the general positions represented
by the views of Dr. Gordon H. Clark,
and as a member of the Assembly’s
Committee ‘on Doctrines, submitted a
minority report to the 1948 Assembly.

EVergEeen Park
Work Progresses

LL bids necessary for the erection .

of the proposed semi-colonial
structure to be used as the church
building of the Westminster Chapel
in Evergreen Park, Illinois, have been
received, according to the Rev. George
W. Marston, pastor. Present plans call
for breaking ground for the structure
the first of March. The building is to
be located on the north end of the lot
on St. Louis Avenue. By its location
and well planned design the building
can, if desired in the future, be easily
modified into a parish house, a 5 room
manse, or a doctor’s residence with
consultation rooms. The south end of
the lot, facing the village park and
Christian school, affords a splendid lo-
cation for future expansion.

In the Sunday school on December
19 the mercury shot out the top of the
“Building Fund Thermometer” when
$216 was turned in from the church
banks. The aim had been $200 by
Christmas. A new building fund aim
of “$200 by Easter” has been set. Each
one dollar given colors a brick on a
poster of the proposed church.

A mission band has been started .in
the Primary department of the Sunday

- school. Children bring offerings, and

pray for the missionaries each Sunday.
A Go-to-Church brigade was organized
in the fall, and on January g seven
of its members received gold cross
pins for attendance. There are 35
pupils enrolled in the brigade.

D o S,
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The Giory of the Christian Church

By the REV. PROFESSOR R. B. KUIPER

Xvia

THE CHURCH AND
SALVATION

The Christian church is usually de-
fined as the communion of believers.
That amounts to saying that those who
are saved constitute its membership.
To be sure, the visible church has
ever had unsaved persons among its
members, but these are merely in the
church, not of it. .

On this view of the church there is
considerable agreement in Christen-
dom. But when it comes to the ques-
tion precisely what is the relationship
of the church to salvation, there is
much disagreement. Can the church
impart saving grace to men? Is

<hurch membership essential for salva-:

tion? Or does the Scriptural teaching
of justification by faith alone imply
that membership in the church is of
little importance? To such questions
various answers have been given.

Two Extreme Views

The teaching of the Roman Catholic
church on this score is arrogant in the
extreme. It says that Christ has in-
deed wrought salvation by His aton-
ing death, but that He has committed
the dispensing of salvation to the
church. As a Leyden jar is used to
store electricity, so, it is said, the
church is a storehouse of saving grace,
and but for this storehouse there is no
way for one to receive the blessings of
salvation. To change the metaphor,
the church is a middleman between
Christ, the author of salvation, and the
sinner as the recipient of salvation, and
God has ordained that the sinner can
obtain salvation only through this mid-
dleman. In a word, the church has a
monopoly on saving grace. Particularly
through the instrumentality of the sac-
raments the church is said to impart
saving grace. Therefore no one, not
even an infant, who dies without the
benefit of Baptism can be saved; and
without the use of the Eucharist, or
Holy Supper, no adult may expect to
be saved.,

b

This teaching of Rome can be under-
stood only in the light of its basic
error concerning the church—that the
church is divine. It is said to be noth-
ing less than Jesus Christ Himself in
His earthly form, a reincarnation of
Christ to the end of the continuation
and completion of His redemptive
work.

However, it can hardly be denied
that the church consists of human
beings. That being the case, Rome
places a human mediator between God
and the sinner. It denies Christ as the
one and only Mediator. It causes the
sinner to fall into the hand of faulty
and fallible man rather than into the
hand of the God of all grace.

Over against this teaching of Rome,
the theological term for which is sacer-
dotalism, the DProtestant reformers
placed the doctrine of evangelicalism.
In its simplest terms it is that God
imparts the benefits of salvation to
men directly, without the mediation of
the church. .

However, among the Protestants of
the Reformation age were certain ex-
tremists known as Anabaptists. Re-
jecting the Roman Catholic claim that
the church is divine, they went to the
opposite extreme of belittling thé
church. According to them, if one
believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, it
matters little or nothing whether one
is 2 member of the church.

To the present day the leaven of
Anabaptism continues active in Protes-
tanism. It is much in evidence among
Darbyites, Dispensationalists and
others. They like to play up Chris-
tianity against. “churchianity.” Many
of them hold that the present church
age is a relatively insignificant interlude
between Christ’s death and His second
coming. Some of them go so far as to
refuse to name a communion of be-
lievers a church. In-their evangelistic
preaching they often speak dispar-
agingly of the church, and since they
are less than insistent that converts
unite with a church, it is not unusual
for their converts to be satisfied to be
affiliated with a mission rather than a

church, or even to remain altogether
unaffiliated.

There is another large group that
goes under the Protestant name and
conceives of the connection between
the church and salvation as exceedingly
loose. The Modernists ridicule as quite
outmoded the notion that church mem-
bership and salvation go hand in hand.
While they do not deny that by and
large it is a good thing to be a church
member, they insist that the one re-
quirement for entrance into the king-
dom of God is nobility of character,
and they are very certain that a host
of men and women who have never
committed themselves as undone sin-
ners to the Christ crucified and have
no desire to be members of His church,
yet are loyal citizens of the kingdom.
That, of course, is rank heresy.

Two Scriptural Truths

What does Holy Scripture teach con-
cerning the relationship of the church
to salvation? Without an attempt at
a complete answer, it may be said that
two truths stand out prominently.

In the first place, Scripture teaches
unmistakably that all who are saved
should unite with the church.

The Roman Catholic view that mem-
bership in the church is prerequisite
to salvation has no basis whatever in
Scripture. When the Philippian jailer
asked what he should do to be saved,
Paul said only: “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”
The apostle did not command him to
join the church. However, when he
did believe he was at once baptized
(Acts 16:31-33). As soon as the Ethi-
opian eunuch confessed Christ he like-
wise was baptized (Acts 8:36-38).
Now baptism signifies reception into
the church according to Paul’s words:
“By one spirit are we all baptized into
one body” (I Cor. 12:13). It is clear
that in the days of the apostles it was
universal practice to receive believers
into the visible church.. .

What could be more logical? He
who believes on Christ is united with
Christ. Faith binds him to Christ.
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He is a member of Christ’s body, the
invisible church. But the visible church
is but the outward manifestation of
that body. Every member of the in-
visible church should as a matter of
course be a member of the visible
church.

Extremely significant in this connec-
tion is Acts 2:47—“And the Lord
added to the church daily such as
should be saved.” Not only does
Christ require of those who are saved

that they unite with the church; He -

Himself joins them to the church.

Does it follow that he who is outside
the visible church is necessarily out-
side Christ. Certainly not. It is pos-
sible that a true believer because of
some unusual circumstance, might fail
to unite with the church. Conceivably
one might believe on Christ and die
before receiving baptism. But such
instances are exceptional. The Scrip-
tural rule is that, while membership in
the church is not a prerequisite of sal-
vation, it is a necessary consequence of
salvation. :

A second teaching of Holy Writ on
this subject is that it is the God-
assigned task of the church to dispense
the means of grace—the Word and the
sacraments.

Rome is in grievous error when it
asserts that the church dispenses sav-
ing grace itself. But so are they in
error who overlook the fact the church
dispenses the means of saving grace.

God employs but one means to im-
part faith to men. It is His Word, ‘the
Bible. “Faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God” (Rom.
10:17). Now God has committed His

Word to His church. As pillar and -

ground of -the truth the church must
uphold the Word of God (I Tim.
3.15). It is the no less sacred duty of
the church to proclaim that Word to
all nations (Matth. 28:19,20). When
it pleases the Holy Spirit to call sinners
effectually by the Word as preached
by the church, believers come into be-
ing. It is because of this important
role of the church in the birth of
believers that the church deserves to
be denominated zhe mother of believers.
Believers are born of God through the
church. To that truth the apostle Paul
gave expression when he said: “Jeru-
salem which is above . . . is the mother
of us all” (Gal. 4:26).

It is the function of a mother also
to feed her children. The church does
that too. By the preaching of the

‘Word and the administration of the
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sacraments the church nurtures her

members and builds them up in the

faith. And that, too, is an integral part
of their salvation, for salvation is not
merely a momentary experience but a
process that continues to the very close
of the believer’s earthly life. To be
sure, for results the church here also 1s
utterly dependent on the grace of the
Holy Spirit. Only when the sovereign
God blesses the means of grace will
they prove effective. But the fact re-
mains that God has committed to the
church the means for the spiritual
growth of His children and that by
faithfully dispensing these means the
church, under God, makes a real con-

tribution to the salvation of God’s

elect.
We conclude that all the glory for
man’s salvation belongs to God and

that none belongs to the church. But

it is also true that it has pleased God
to honor the church highly by com-
mitting to it the means of saving grace.
The church plants and waters, but it
is God that gives the increase. On the
one hand, neither he that plants is
anything nor he that waters, but God
that gives the increase. On the other
hand, the church has the glorious dis-
tinction of laboring together with God
unto the salvation of men (I Cor.

3:6-9).

Unbelief in the Preshyterian
Church in the U. S. A. (4)

Significant Lapses in the New
“Qutline of the Christian Faith”

THE Shorter Catechism prepared
by the Westminster Assembly is
an incomparable compendium of Chris-
tian truth; of its kind and size it
stands by itself. For this reason any-
one who undertakes to prepare an-
other Catechism of this type is at a
great disadvantage; he is placed under
the necessity of attaining to very high
standards indeed if his work is to com-
pare favorably with the Shorter Cate-
chism.

It should not, of course, be main-
tained that the excellence of the Shorter
Catechism renders entirely superfluous
and presumptuous any further attempts
at catechetical composition or simpli-
fication. Catechisms even simpler than
the Shorter Catechism have been made,
have performed great service and have
had an honorable history. Any criti-
cism that may be offered of the cate-
chetical Outline of the Christian Faith,
referred to in the title of this article,
is not based on the assumption that
it is unnecessary or wrong to prepare
for the use of children and the un-
instructed a catechism that will be
shorter or more simplified than the
Shorter Catechism of the Westminster
Assembly. It is not the attempt or the
undertaking that is being criticized;
it is the character of the product.

By JOHN MURRAY

In the criticism of the Outline of

the Christian Faizh* which follows
some of the language of more advanceq
theology will be used. In doing so it is
not maintained that the Ouzline should
have used such terminology. What is
intended, rather, is to show how the
Outline at certain points impinges very
gravely wpon the requirements of a

- sound Christian theology and therefore

will create in the minds of those who

receive its instruction conceptions which

are at variance with the truth on mat-
ters concerned.

What Does the Bible Teach
About God?

The answer of the Ouddine to this
question is: “The Bible teaches that
there is only one God, the living and
true God, who is Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.” Regarding the distinction
between the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit it is noteworthy that the term
“persons” is not used here, though it ap-
pears in the Children’s Catechism, the
Shorter Catechism, and the Inter-
mediate Catechism of which this is a
revision. Moreover one misses any

*Considerations of space make it inadvisable
to include in this article a comparison of
the Outline with The Intermediate Catechism
(1913) of which the Outline is a revision.
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statement regarding the attributes | of
God. Particularly is this the case when
we are told in a preceding question that
the Bible “was written by men who
were guided by God to teach us about

" Himself and His will” and when the

question here is: “What does the Bible
teach about God?” We should cer-
tainly expect and would anticipate that
even young people would look for some
statement regarding the attributes of
God. But we may allow this to pass.
The “Commentary” on the Outline,
written by Earl L. Douglass, chairman
of the committee which prepared the
Outline, quotes the Shorter Catechism
answer to the question, “What s
God?” and says that “human words
and thoughts can probably not describe
the nature and existence of God in
clearer or more understandable lan-
guage than this” (p. 9).

It is when we examine the way in
which the doctrine of God is unfolded
in subsequent questions that we dis-
cover what is patently defective and
implicitly a deflection from the Chris-
tian position. ‘This appears in connec-
tion with the answer to the question:
“Who is God the Father?” The an-
swer is “God the Father is the Creator
of man and of all things, and He pro-

. vides for His creatures and rules over

all in wisdom, righteousness, and love.”
There are several strictures required in
connection with this answer.

1. It indicates that the Father is to
be distinguished by His creative, prov-
idential and governing activity. So
the distinguishing property of the
Father is defined in terms of His activ-
ity in connection with the created
order; speaking in theological terms,
the distinguishing property of the Fa-
ther belongs to the economic sphere, to
the opera ad extra. This goes directly
counter not simply to Reformed and
Protestant theology but also to Catho-
lic (ecumenical). Ecumenical Chris-
tianity recognizes that the distinguish-
ing property of the Father is immanent
and eternal. There is here therefore a
distinct deviation from one of the basic
tenets of Christian theology.

It is not urged that a catechism of
this sort should embody any express
reflection upon the properties by which
the persons of the Godhead are distin-
guished. That is not the point. The
Shorter Catechism does not do that. It
leaves such express formulation to the
Larger Catechism and to the Confes-
sion. But omission is one thing; a
statement which is overtly faulty and

IN 1947 the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A. approved for use in the
home, the church school, and com-
municants’ classes a new *“Outline
of the Christian Faith.” This docu-
ment is really a short catechism, de-
sighed to be intermediate between

" the Children’s Catechism, and the

Westminster Shorter Catechism.. In
form it constitutes a revision of an
Intermediate Catechism adopted by
the Church in 1913.It is published
both separately, and with a “Com-
mentary” which was written by Dr.
Earl L. Douglass, chairman of the
committee.

In the space at his disposal, Mr.
Mutrray, who is Professor of Sys-
tematic Theology in Westminster
Seminary, could deal with only a
few points in this new Outline.
That they are significant points,
however, and that they clearly in-
dicate a trend away from the truth,
will be plain to the reader.

The sub-committee which pre-

pared this new OQutline consisted

to a large extent of memnibers of the
faculty of Princeton Theological
Seminary, the leading seminary of
the Presbyterian. Church in the
US.A.

erroneous is another. One wonders
how an answer which so obvisusly dis-
tinguishes the Father simply in terms
of His relation to the created order
could ever have been framed by Presby-
terians and, particularly, how 1t ever
could have been authorized by the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. Is it because
theological discrimination has ebbed?
Or is it due to carelessness? Or is a
baneful theologjcal bias at work?

This fault is not corrected by the
answer given to a later question, “Who
is Jesus Christ?” Here the answer is:
“Jesus Christ is God’s eternal and only
begotten Son who, having humbled
Himself to become man, is both God

and man.” Implied, of course, in the

eternal Sonship of Christ is the eternal
Fatherhood of the Father, and that is
the property by which the Father is
distinguished. But there is no explicit
indication of the recognition of this
on the part of the framers of this
Outline and, more to the point, there
is nothing explicit to this effect that
will correct in the mind of the cate-
chumen the conception derived from

the answer to the question: “Who is
God the Father?” 'The catechumen,
if he is to be guided by this Outline,
will have to interpret that which dis-
tinguishes the Father in terms of His
creative and providential activity.

2. This answer represents the Father
as the agent in creation and providence.
If it were said simply that the Father is
active in creation, providence, and gov-
ernment this would be a true and all-
important statement. But since these
activities of the Father are mentioned
in answer to the question: “Who 1s
God the Father?,” the idea is dis-
tinctly created and conveyed that the
Father, in distinction from the Son
and the Spirit, is the sole agent in
creation, providence, and government.
This notion and the conception created
by it are not corrected or even modi-
fied by the “Commentary” at this
point. They are rather confirmed.

It is true that, in reference to the
Holy Spirit, this notion is modified

later on. In answer to the question:.

“Who is the Holy Spirit?” it is said
that “the Holy Spirit . is God
active in the world.” And the “Com-
mentary” says at this point that “the
Holy Spirit is God performing a cer-
tain office in the divine economy. He
is God present and active in the world
in which we live . . . The Holy Spirit
... moved upon the face of the waters

, in the beginning and brought a created

order out of chaos” (p. 27). But such
statements cannot be said to offset en-
tirely the erroneous conception created
by the earlier answer given to the ques-
tion: “Who is God the Father?” ~To
say the least, the catechumen is going
to be rather confused.

It is, however, in reference to Christ,
the Son of God, that the seriousness
of representing the Father as the sole

agent in creation, providence, and gov-'

ernment appears. In this connection
it is surely necessary to be reminded
that it belongs to the very essence of

the doctrine of Christ as the Son to

maintain that “all things were made by
him; and without him was not any-
thing made that was made” (John
1:3), that “by him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether ‘they be thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, artd for him: and
he is before all things, and by him all
things consist” (Col. 1:16,17). We
are not insisting that in a brief cate-
chism or outline there must be reflec-
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tion upon the agency of the specific
persons of the Godhead in the work
of creation and providence. But since
this Outline attributes this work speci-
fically to the Father and intimates that
the Father is distinguished thereby,
grave prejudice is done to the agency
of the Son in creation and providence,
and the conception framed in the mind
of the learner is one that involves a
marked deviation from Christian doc-
trine. Furthermore, the “Commen-
tary” when it deals with the doctrine
of Christ does not correct or modify
this deviation.

We are not prepared to say that these
deflections which appear in answer to
the question: “Who 1is God the
Father?” were deliberately intended.
They compel us to ask serious ques-
tions. And we must say that if the
requisite theological discriminaton had
been exercised and if jealousy for care-
ful definition had been maintained, the
committee could never have fallen into
'such censurable formulation.

What Is Sin?

The answer of the Outline to this

question is: “Sin is that evil nature
within us which leads us’ to disobey
God or fall short of what He would
have us be and do.” In the most
elementary instruction it is well for us
to be reminded of the corruption of our
whole nature and it is necessary, and
wholesome to avoid the notion that sin
consists simply in overt acts of trans-
gression. Nevertheless one cannot but
wonder why in answer to the question,
“What is sin?” we should be told that
it is the “evil pature within us,” and
we are compelled to ask the question
if this is really a precise and proper
answer. It is significant that the Scrip-
ture itself, notwithstanding all its em-
phasis upon the depravity of the human
heart and its insistence that it is out of
the heart all sins proceed, nevertheless
defines sin in terms of the transgression
of the law. The' Shorter Catechism
has given us a faithful transcript of
this teaching when in answer to the
same question it says, “Sin is any want
of conformity unto, or transgression
of, the law of God.” However much
of a gain it may appear to be to lay
emphasis upon the inwardness of sin,
we cannot but regard this definition of
the Outline as a lapse rather than as a
virtue: For when the Scripture focuses
attention upon the principle of sin,
in other words, upon its definition, it
' concentrates our thought upon sin as

a violation of the law or command-
ments of God. How eloquent in this
regard is the first reproof that God
addressed to man. Adam had fallen.
He became corrupt and afflicted with
an evil nature, and that was the foun-
tain of his overt act of sin. But when
God addressed him in reference to his
sin He said, “Hast thou eaten of the
tree, whereof I commanded thee that
thou shouldest not eat?” (Gen. 3:11).
This is fallen Adam’s first lesson on
the question of sin. And it is char-
acteristic of Scripture to define sin in
terms of transgression of the law. Of
course there is a good reason for this.
Sin has no meaning except as it has
reference to a divine norm and as the
violation of-that norm. In other words,
sin can never be reduced to lower
terms than transgression of the law of
God, and even the nature within us
cannot be categorized as evil except
as we presuppose that law of God by
which it is to be measured and con-
demned as evil. The nature within
is, only evil because it is out of con-
formity with and in violation of that
law. While, then, the emphasis upon
the inwardness of sin in this definition
and in the “Commentary” is to be ap-
preciated and such emphasis regarded
as altogether necessary in its own place,
we cannot regard this definition of
what sin is as any improvement but,
instead, as a divergence from the orien-
tation supplied by Scripture itself and
followed so commendably by the
Shorter Catechism.

In connection with the section in the
Outline which deals with man and his
sin, one misses any express allusion to
the fall of Adam and of the race in
him. It is surely important that the
fall should be placed in this historical
setting. But that is not done in this
Ouiline. Is this a concession to the
widespread rejection of the historicity
of the story of the fall? The “Com-
mentary” does say truly that “man has
fallen from the perfect state in which
God created him” and that the fall
applies to all men (pp. 10f.). But,
in dealing with this matter, it is not at
all sufficient to say that “man’s fall
from divine perfection is not some-
thing that only a portion of humanity
or certain classes of human society have
experienced; it is the fate of all men.
The twist of human frailty afflicts us
all” (p. 10). We cannot but suspect
the theology here, especially the con-
cluding sentence. And this is just say-
ing that the teaching of this section

both in the Outline and in the “Com-
mentary” is quite inadequate for even
eletnentary instruction, and, just be-
cause of this, is suspect.

i What Is Salvation?

In the section in which this question
appears, under the caption “Christ our
Sayiour,” there is a great deal that is
worthy- of hearty endorsement, particu-
larly in the “Commentary.” The em-
phasis, for example, upon the Godhood
of Christ, upon His unique and eternal
Sonship, upon the virgin birth, is truly
gratifying. And we would not wish
to appear lacking in the proper appre-
ciation and commendation of all that
is Scriptural in this exposition. It is
for that reason that the necessity of
criticism is regrettable.

The answer of the Outline to the
question, “What is salvation?” reads:
“Salvation is the forgiveness of sin and
the: new life which God gives to those
who believe in Jesus Christ.” No per-
son who has any intelligent under-
standing of the gospel would depreciate
the significance of these aspects of sal-
vation, and that they should receive
distinct prominence in any Christian
catechism is certainly to be granted.
However, it is another matter to say
that salvation is adequately defined in
these terms. To be very pointed, one
misses both in the Outline and in the
“Commentary” any reference to justs-
fication. And this is quite amazing.
The Outline and “Commentary” at
this point betray an affinity with a
great deal of present-day theology in
which justification is thrust into the
background or even discarded in favour
of an emphasis upon the more restricted
article of forgiveness. However im-
portant forgiveness is, whether viewed
as the forgiveness dispensed once for
all in justification or as the remission
continuously administered to the be-
liever, it is nothing less than a marked
departure from the Christian gospel to
suppress or discount the great article
of justification. And that is precisely
what is done here. It is thoroughly
inexcusable. It is to omit from the
gospel of salvation one of its most
central and precious elements. The
statement in the “Commentary” to
the effect that forgiveness “gives us a
new condition of righteousness before
God, not because we are worthy but
because God is willing to accept us for
Jesus’ sake as His children” (p. 15)
cannot be regarded as remedying this
conspicuous omission.
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In line with this omission of just-
fication in reference to salvation ’be-
stowed, the "Owutline contains not a
word that would plainly express a

forensic interpretation of the work! of -
Christ. It is surely not asking too -

much that the Outline itself should
contain something similar to the an-
swer of the Shorter Catechism: “Christ
exccuteth the office of a priest, in his
orice offering up of himself a sacrifice

to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile -

us to God: and in making continual
intercession for us.”  Although the
“Commentary” remedies this defect to
some extent when ‘it uses such terms
as “reconciled to God through Jesus
Christ” (p. 16), “the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ on the cross was a perfect sacri-
fice, a divine sacrifice” (pp. 19 f.), yet
it will have to be said that even the

“Commentary”” is rather distinctly .

lacking in exposition and definition
that would set in the forefront and
unmistakably express a truly expiatory
and redemptive interpretation of the
meaning of Christ’s death. One won-
ders  what theology underlies such
statements as the following: “The sin
of man put Christ on the cross. He
died because He would not yield to the
ways and desires of a sinful world. By
His death He removed the barrier that

stood between sinful man and holy

God.

“His death defied sin and broke
its power. The death of Jesus Christ
was on our behalf. It was for us. It
manifested the eternal heartbreak of
God. And because the Son—even in
the face of great anguish—gave Him-
self unto death, our whole relationship
to God has been changed. Men may
now know Him as a loving Father”
(p. 19).

Another striking fact is that neither
in- the Outline nor in the “Commen-
tary” do we have any. reference to
election or to the covenant of grace.
God’s saving provision for lost men,
therefore, is not oriented to that which
is its source nor conceived of as the
fulfillment of God’s covenant purpose.
This is not a peripheral defect. The
more we study the Biblical revelation
the more we become convinced that
God’s redemptive and saving action in
the world is covenantal and that no
true account can be given of salvation
in any of its aspects except as it is
grounded in an appreciation of God’s
covenant provisions and purposes.

There are other features of this Ous-
line that merit comment. However we

cannot extend this appraisal any fur-
ther. Many true and fine things are
said in the Outline and “Commentary,”
but if we were to assess both in a few
words we should be compelled to say
that they evince that decline which
‘has been developing in the Presbyterian
Church in the US.A. for a long time.
Though this decline may not be as
obvious in these documents as in the
others being considered in this series,

yet certain symptoms are here present.
To change the figure, the deep and
wide breakthroughs in the line of wit-
ness to the truth of the gospel may not
be as appatent in the Outline. But the
line is broken, and it is sad to know
that the witness to be borne in “Com-
municants’ Classes,” in the “Church
School” and in the “Home” is a broken
line and therefore open to alien in-
cursions.

Church News

Franklin Square, L.I.: On Sunday
evening, January 2, Mr. Walter Vike-
stead, a student at Houghton College,
was speaker at the Franklin Square

church . . . Three persons were re-
ceived into church membership on Jan-
uary 9 . . . The Loyalty Fund drive

. 'is meeting with a good response.

Portland, Me.: The Second Parish
Sunday school has decided to meet
before the church service, instead of
after. The changed schedule began
on Sunday, January 16, and it is hoped
that an increase in attendance will
result . . . A fellowship dinner was
held at the church, Tuesday, January
11, at which plans for the re-decoration
of the church building were discussed
. .. The pastor, the Rev. Calvin Busch,
with some of the young people, con-
ducted services at the City Hospital
on Sunday afternoon, January 16 . . .
Three persons were received into
church membership on January g.

Fairlawn, N.J.: At the Bible School
program on December 23 there were
8o persons in attendance, some of
whom' were visiting the Grace Chapel
for the first time. On January 20 a
sub-committee of the denominational
Committee on Home Missions visited
the community and met with repre-
sentatives. of the Chapel to discuss the
future of the work. Considerable en-
thusiasm is being aroused for the build-
ing of a church home. A member of
the church, Mr. Van Putten, who is
an engineer with a construction firm
in Paterson, has drawn revised plans
for a beautiful colonial type of build-
ing . .. Miss Barbara Shepard, a mem-
ber of the First Orthodox Presbyterian
Church of Hamden, Conn., who is
now teaching in the North Fourth

- Orthodex Presbhyterian

Street Christian School of Paterson, is
part time pianist for the church.
Hamill, S.D.: The Westminster
Church enjoyed a-visit from the Rev.
John P. Galbraith, general secretary of

‘the denominational .Committee on

Home Missions, the second week of
December. Though the weather was
unfavorable and attendance at the
scheduled meeting small, Mr. Gal-
braith was able to visit most of the
homes, and new interest and confidence
in the work of the church at large was
awakened . .. A men’s society has been
organized and meets twice each month,
A period of Bible study begins the
mecting, followed by a 15 minute re-
cess during which light refreshments
are served. Then there is a discussion
of some topic of current interest, sug-
gested and introduced by the leader
of the evening.

Schenectady, N.Y.: On Sunday,
January g9, three covenant children
were baptized at Calvary Church . . .
On Sunday, January 2, the pastor, the
Rev. Raymond Meiners, was assisted
by the Rev. Herbert DuMont of
Rochester, in the administration of the
Lord’s Supper.

Albany, N.Y.: The Machen League
of the Church of the Covenant spon-
sored the New Year’s Eve service,
which was featured by the playing of
recorded selections from Handel’s Mes-
siah. The pastor, the Rev. Herman
T. Petersen, has been conducting a
communicant’s class for persons desir-
ing to unite with the church.

Oostburg, Wisc.: At the service of
Bethel Church on January 2, the Rev.
Egbert W. Andrews, missionary to
China now home on furlough, was the
guest speaker. On Monday evening
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he showed slides of the work in China.

- Bethel conducts services each month

at the Park Lawn Home in Sheboygan
and at the County Hospital. A cate-
chism class; composed of 27 youths of
high school age, meets on Wednesday
evening, and some 50 children of grade
school age meet in 3 classes on Satur-
day morning. During 1948 the congre-
gation had a record number of births
—16 infants arrived and all doing well!

Los Angeles, Calif.: The Rev.

"Robert H. Graham of Grace Church

has accepted a call to become the pastor
of the Covenant Church of Berkeley,
whose pastor until recently was the
Rev. Robert K. Churchill. Grace
Church is interested in hearing from
ministers or licentiates interested in
candidating. The secretary of the pul-
pit committee is Mrs. Paul Archer,

" 9964 So. Hobart Blvd,. Los Angeles 44.

Bend, Oregon: The Westminster
Church is making a special effort to
extend the practice of the family altar.
Pledge cards have been distributed, con-
taining a declaration of intention to
maintain or re-establish the practice of
family and private worship in the home
daily, The example of Westminster
Church might be followed in other
congregations. The Rev. Robert Nicho-

.las is pastor of Westminster.

New Jersey
Presbytery

THE Presbytery of New Jersey of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
met at Crescent Park on January 18
with thirteen ministers and elders pres-
ent. Among various items of business,

‘the following are of special interest.

Presbytéry heard the report of its
special commission appointed to visit
Immanuel Church of West Collings-
wood. The purpose of this Commis-
sion was to consider the request of
Immanuel church that it be divided,
and the portion of the congregation
worshipping in Crescent be established
as a separate church. The Commission
had met with the elders of the pro-
posed new church and examined them,
and being satisfied had established the
new Immanuel Church of Crescent
Park. A call from that church for
the pastoral services of the Rev. Robert
W. Eckardt was approved, and plans
were made for his installation on Febru-

ary 18, 1949.

" 'One hour was spent.in a considera-
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tion of the first doctrine in the report
on doctrines sent down by the General
Assembly. Presbytery also spent nearly
two hours discussing the question of
the Assembly’s proposal concerning
affiliation with the American Council
of Christian Churches. It was finally
decided to approve the propoesal author-
izing the next Assembly to seek such
affiliation.

The Moderator appointed a commit-
tee of three to investigate the propriety
of granting letters of dismissal to minis-
ters desiring to transfer to the United
Presbyterian denomination. The com-
mittee appointed consists of Dr. W. H.
Bordeaux, the Rev. B. A. Cole and
Elder DejJonge of East Orange.

In the evening Presbytery proceeded .

to the examination of Candidate Theo-
dore J. Georgian for licensure. The

examination was satisfactorily sus- -

tained, and Mr. Georgian was licensed.
He is at present serving as supply of
Grace Church, White Horse.

The Moderator and Clerk of Pres-
bytery were appointed a committee to
arrange for the next meeting of the
presbytery.

Philadelphia
Presbytery

THE January meeting of the Pres-
bytery of Philadelphia was held at
the Eastlake Church, Wilmington,
Delaware on Monday, January 17. In
addition to routine matters, two items
of special interest occupied the atten-
tion of delegates.

Some time ago the congregation of
New Covenant Church in Philadelphia
made certain proposals to other Phila-
delphia churches concerning a merger.
The New Covenant congregation also
ceased holding services, and its mem-
bers attended other churches. More
recently services have been resumed,
with most of the former members in
attendance. However, the one elder and
his family have continued attending

another church. Mr. Bradford, Moder-

“ator of the -session, reported on the

situation to the Presbytery. After some
discussion, Presbytery passed a motion
declaring “its conviction that it is ex-
pedient for the welfare of the New
Covenant Church and the furtherance
of the gospel for the members of the
New Covenant congregation to -unite
with another Orthodox Presbyterian

Cﬁurch in Philadelphia. If the mem-

bers of the New Covenant Church
feél that conscientious scruples prevent

théir so uniting, the Presbytery urges
them prayerfully to review and exam-
ine the adequacy of such scruples.”
This congregation maintains in wor-
ship the practice of the exclusive use
of psalms without instrumental ac-
companiment, and the use of wine in
communion.

Presbytery had before it information
that elders of Calvary Church, Willow
Grove, and of Faith Church, Quarry-
ville, had called meetings of their re-
spective congregations, apparently with
a view to considering the possibility of
withdrawing from the Orthodox Pres-
byterian denomination. On the basis
of this information Presbytery ap-
pointed two committees of three mem-
bers each to wvisit the respective
churches. A meeting of the session of
each church was called, in accordance
with provisions of the Form of Gov-
ernment, to be held prior to the con-
gregational meeting, at which the ses-
sions were to be urged to maintain
the peace and unity of The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church. The committees

were also to attend the congregational |

meetings and to urge the people to re-
main loyal and active congregations of
the denomination. In addition a com-
munication was ordered sent to the
pastors of these churches, asking them
at the earliest opportunity to instruct
their people in the nature and sin of
schism in the church of Christ.

The committees appointed consisted
of Ministers Stonehouse, Clelland and
Coie to visit Willow Grove, and Min-
isters Marsden and Philips and Elder
Windle to visit Quarryville.

- Elder Lewis Roberts of Calvary
Church, Middletown, Penna., was
elected treasurer of Presbytery, to fill
the vacancy left by the resignation of
Walter P. Smyth from that office.

Other items of business included the
passing of an overture asking .the As-
sembly to appoint a committee to pre-
pare a hymnal for the church, the pass-
ing of an overture asking the Assembly
to appoint Dr. Stonehouse as a delegate
to the Reformed Ecumenical Synod in
Amsterdam this summer, and referring
to pastors and sessions certain doctrinal
papers sent down by the last Assembly.
Presbytery postponed to its next meet-
ing consideration of the Assembly’s
proposal concerning affiliation with the
American Council.
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Quarryville, Willow ,
Grove Churches Withdraw

N response to a call from the elders

of Faith Church, Quarryville, a con-
gregational meeting was held at/ the
church on January 26, at which time
the congregation, by a rcported vote of
31-3, determined to withdraw from
The Orthodox Presbyterian denomina-
tion. A committee appointed by Pres-

bytery to attend this meeting was |

denied permission to attend by the
session of the church.

A congregational meeting of Calvary
Church, Willow Grove, was held on
the same evening. Representatives from
Presbytery were present at this meeting,
but only one of them was permitted
to speak. After about a three hour
session, the meeting recessed for two
weeks.

The congregational meeting of Cal- -

vary church reconvened on Wednes-
day evening, February g. Presbytery’s
representatives were again present, and
were permitted to speak for a limited
time, and then withdrew before the
meeting closed. Following further dis-
cussion, the meeting, according to in-
formation from the pastor, Dr. Robert
Strong, voted “overwhelmingly” to
withdraw, Other information indicates
that there were less than 75 persons
present for the meeting, and that the
vote to withdraw was 58-14. The
Minutes of the 15th Assembly indicate
the last reported communicant member-
ship of the church as 336.

Dr. Strong also informed us that the
session of Calvary Church had been
authorized to enter info association
with the session of the Quarryville
Church. Such action, if consummated,
would constitute the beginning of a
new denomination.

Travel Fund Committee

Issues Appeal
HE Committee on the Travel Fund
for the 16th General Assembly of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church has
issued the following appeal, which we
gladly print.

“For a number of years the churches
and ministers of The Orthodox Pres-
byterian Church located on the Pacific
shore have strongly urged that a Gen-
eral Assembly meet in that area.

“On July 21, 1949, for the first time
in the history of our church, the G. A.
is scheduled to meet within the bounds
of the Presbytery of California, prob-

ably in the vicinity of Los Angeles.

“We believe it is wise and proper
that the Assembly should have made
the above decision, for we remember
the great inconvenience and expense
to which the western Presbyters have
been put for many years. It will be
fine for the ministers from other areas
to see first hand the rapidly developing
western territory, and the promising
field it constitutes for our church, and
to get acquainted with some of the
finest congregations in our entire as-
sembly,

“Great emphasis has been placed
upon urging commissioners to make
this a vacation trip for their families.
If this is done, it will mean a smaller
number of commissioners traveling -in
each car, and greater expense to the
commissioner because of the family
members accompanying him and the
lack of commissioners along to share
in the costs.

“The Committee on Travel Fund of
the 16th General Assembly believes

 that each congregation will recognize

the imperative need for the largest
travel fund this year which we have
ever had. The Committee Likewise
believes that there will be an extra-
ordinary expression of generosity on
the part of the people, so that every
financial encowragement they can offer
will be given to assure excellent at-
tendance at this important Assembly.

“All gifts of individuals and congre-
gations intended for this purpose
should be plainly so indicated and
mailed to either of the two following
addresses: The Rev. John P. Galbraith,
Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street,
Philadelphia 2, Pa.; or The Committee
on Travel Fund, the Rev. Wi. Harllee
Bordeaux, Suite 411-412, 15 Park Row,
New York 7, N

“A receipt will be promptly sent
from whichever office receives the con-
tribution. It will be of great help if
donations might be received as soon
as possible, so that information con-
cerning receipts may be made known
by the Committee, thereby encouraging
larger astendance.”

Van Bruggen at
West Collingswood
R. JOHN VAN BRUGGEN, Edu-
cational Director of the National
Union of Christian Schools, was the
guest at a meeting of the Christian
School Association’ of West Collings-

wood held in Immanuel Church Janu-
ary 25. The evening meeting was pre-
ceded by a covered dish supper, at-
tended by members of the Board and
friends. Speaking briefly at this time,
Dr. Van Bruggen reported that the
recent campaign for a fund for text
books and a headquarters for the Union

had gone over the top. The goal set

was $100,000, but this figure had al-
ready ‘been exceeded in actual cash,
while a considerable amount in pledges
was still outstanding. Committees are
already at work on various aspects of
the textbook program.

A feature of the evening was the
presentation .of a series of musical
numbers by the chorus of the Christian
Day School, under the direction of
Mrs. Gorgodian. There was a duet,
and a trumpet solo, as well as group
singing.

In his address in the evening, Dr.
Van Bruggen declared that the Chris-
tian School movement secks to act in
terms not of a one-story intellect, or a
two-story intellect, but of a “three-
story intellect with a skylight” It
consists of those who want to teach
their child concerning not only the
present, or even the present and the
past, but also concerning the future,
and the child’s relation to God. There
are many forces in our current life
which oppose this effort at God-
centered education. But Dr. Van Brug-
gen declared he thought it especiaily
significant that just at the time when
secular forces were so extensively in-
vading all of life, even the church, the
Christian School movement was show-
ing unprecedented growth all over the
country, Continually, said Dr. Van
Bruggen, he is hearing of additional
schools he never knew about, and he
has information concerning a number
planning to open this fall.

In conclusion the speaker empha-
sized the fact that we must let our
Christian convictions speak loudly.
Those convictions are the centrality of
God for all of life, the fact that our
children stand in covenant relation
to God and should be trained in terms
of the precious promises to which
they are heir, the fact that as children
of the King they should want to live
as such, and that we should in all
things labor to bring up our children
in-an environment where God is truly
honored.

About sixty persons attended the
supper, and over 100 were present for
the evening meeting of the Association.
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.Church Union Programs Meet
Apathy and Opposition

WO specific programs for church

union are currently attracting at-
tention in their respective denomina-
tions. For several years the United
Presbyterians and the Reformed
(Dutch) Church of America have been
talking merger. A joint committee

* of the two denominations which re-

cently met in Kalamazoo completed
final revisions of its plan of union, and

- voted to submit the proposal to the
General Assembly and General Synod

of the two churches this year. It is
hoped that the plan will be sent down
to local presbyteries and classes, but
a request was made that the voting on
it not be done untl after January 1,
1950. ,

Recently the United Presbyterian has
carried several articles both for and
against the proposed union. ‘The argu-
ment against the union, as voiced by
one writer, was that there was a general
apathy and-indifference on the part of
the members to the whole thing, that
it was largely planned and motivated

from the top, and especially that the

natural course of union for the U.P.
church should be with the Presby-
terians North and South, rather than
with the Reformed church. In reply
another writer maintains that attempts
are being made to “get acquainted”
and that since union with the Southern
Presbyterians was rejected in 1912, and
with the Northern Presbyterians was
rejected in’ 1934, either the union with
the Reformed Church must go through
now or the U.P. church will be settled
in its path of isolation. He also sug-
~gests that if union with the Reformed
church is -consummated, the newly
merged body will be in a good posi-
tion to renew negotiations with the
Northern Presbyterians, because “union
seems to beget union.” Neither of these
writers gives much attention to the
doctrinal bases of such a union.

Another union negotiation currently
under consideration is that between the
Congregational-Christian denomination
and the Evangelical and Reformed
Church. Here the chief opposition
seems to be on the part of a minority
of the Congregationalists who have
organized into an “antimerger” group
and have indicated that they are pre-
pared to fight to the finish, even to the
extent of going into court to claim the
property in case a merger takes place.
Here there is perhaps more of an issue
of principle at stake. For the Evan-

~ gelical and Reformed Church is more

inclined to recognize synodical and de-
nominational authority, while the Con-
gregational denomination historically
adheres to the idea of local autonomy.
The Christian Century is doing its best
to promote the union cause, denounc-
ing the opposition as “dichard obstruc-
tionism at its worst.”

The particular problem in this union

_is that the proposed merger has re-
“ceived the approval of only 72 per cent

of the Congregational Christian
churches, while a decision made some
time ago required the approval of 75
per cent. The General Council met
the first week in February to decide
what to do in view of the missing
3 per cent. The urge to “go ahead
anyway” was strong.

One D. P. for
Each Congregation

THE American Council of Christian
Churches has adopted the slogan
of “One D.P. Family for each congre-
gation.” The Council feels that the
need for bringing D.P.’s to this coun-
try and freedom is so great that each
congregation should try to work out
arrangements to care in some way for
one D.P. family. The U.S. Govern-
ment defrays the cost of transportation

to America, but requires that there
shall be guaranteed to the D.P. work
which will not deprive another, hous-
ing which will not deprive another,
and wages in agreement with the pre-
vailing rate for the type of work done.
Persons interested in further infor-
mation may communicate with' the
American Council, 15 Park Row, New

York 7, N. Y.

26,000 Church Fires
DURING the ten years ending in

1947 there were 26,000 church

fires in the United States and Canada. «

Cost of the average church fire was .
over $65,000. A study of a sampling
of these fires indicated that over half
occurred during the winter months,
suggesting defective heating equipment
as the cause. However fires occurred
in all months; and apparently also in
all localities, cities as well as rural
areas. Those having the oversight of

. church property would do well to main-

tain a constant watch for fire hazards,

and defective heating or wiring should

be corrected immediately upon dis-
covery.

If the Klan Comes

HERE have been several instances
recently in southern states of the

Ku Klux Klan visiting the services of

local churches. In one case when the
hooded crowd appeared = children
screamed, the pianist fainted, and a
number of persons announced their
withdrawal from the church.

The minister’s Association in Chatta-
nooga has recommended that if the
Klan visits a church service, the pre-
siding minister should ask them to
remove - their hoods, or leave the
church. If they refuse, then he should
close the service promptly and' call the
police. Pastors were also asked to re-
fuse any money gifts the Klan might
offer the churches, as this was in the
nature of “bribe money.”
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Presbyterian Histor-
ical Foundation

HERE exists in Montreat, N.C., ‘the

Historical Foundation of the Pres-
byterian and Reformed Churches, Inc.
This foundation maintains a building
in which are housed items of interest
to historically minded Presbyterians.
Though the chief interest of the organ-

ization appears to be the Southern

Presbyterian Church, materials collected

at the Foundation cover all churches

of Reformed persuasion, including
those of Scotland and the Netherlands.

_One project of particular interest is
the history of women’s work in the
Southern church. It comprises more
than four hundred volumes, and is
growing through constant additions
prepared by local historians.

The Foundatior also possesses nu-
merous old Bibles, including a Latin
Vulgate printed in 1478, a Great Bible
of 1540, and a copy of the King
James Version printed in 1611. Among
recent  “Acquisitions of Interest” the

* Foundation News lists the “Minutes

of the 1948 General Assembly of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church” which
includes “a g6-page Appendix dealing
with certain theological matters that
were before that body.”

Missions Conference
Rejects Merger

THE Foreign Missions Conference
of North America has refused to
participate in a- proposed merger of
nation-wide religious organizations
secking the formation of a National
Council of the Churches of Christ.
By a decision of 63 to 51 it voted
against affiliation. The proposed Coun-
cil was to include eight interdenomina-

- tional agencies, one of which was the

Federal Council. Opposition to affilia-
tion apparently stemmed from the
Southern Baptists.

quheran Union
Endorsed

REPRESENTATI'VES of the eight
members of the National Lutheran
Council have approved the union of
their denominational groups, and have
appointed a committee to make a struc-
tral plan for the merger. The pro-
posed plan is to be submitted to a

second meeting of representatives, and

ORDER FORM
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thcn referred to the 1949 conventions
- of the participating bodies.

Chuiches included in the program
are the American Lutheran, United
Lutheran, Augustana Lutheran, United
Evangelical Lutheran, Danish Luther-
an, Evangelical Lutheran, and two
other bodies. Notably absent is the
Missouri Synod. 'The . participating
churches have a combined mcmbershxp
of about four million.

Air Rate Discount
For Clergy
NITED AIR LINES has filed
notice of a plan to grant a 25
per cent discount on basic airline fares
to clergymen. The proposed tariff is to
be filed with the Civil Aeronautics
Board and if approved would become
effective March 1. A clergy card certi-
fying  ministers for this reduced fare
would be available for an annual fee

of §3.

Wade Visits
China Missionary

HAPLAIN EDWIN L. WADE,.

Orthodox Presbyterian minister
aboard the U.S.S. Henrico and at pres-
ent in the western Pacific, has had a

sions.

number of opportunities to visit the
Rev. Richard B. Gaffin, missionary sta-
tioned in Shanghai. Chaplain Wade
was in Peiping for a week in October,
and was at Shanghai for two periods
of three weeks each in November and
Decémber. In his letter, dated Janu-
ary 13, he spoke of the wonderful work
which Mr. Gaffin was doing. Chaplain
Wade feels that the people over here
little realize their privileges and respon-
sibilities in the matter of foreign mis-
He suggests that the best way
to wake us up would be a 2 or 3 weeks
visit to the field. “Such an experience
results inevitably in an overwhelming
burden for the desperate need of these
multitudes without Christ, and the in-
finitesimally and pitifully small forces
on hand to meet the need—yet, at the
same time, an unbounded joy and

- pride in having the least part in meet-

ing that need' through having one’s
own representative on the field in such
a person as Dick Gaffin. I spent weeks
—days and nights—chasing all over
that part of China with him to all the
different places he goes and watching
him at work, and I'd get so proud
of him some times P'd feel like I was
going to burst from inside . . .”
Chaplain Wade: was scheduled to
leave for San Diego on February 12.

Baker Presents a Tenth Anniversary Edition

BARNES’ NOTES on the NEW TESTAMENT

A Practical and Explanatory Commentary by Albert Barnes

o A FAVORITE COMMENTARY of Sunday
School Teachers, Mission Workers, Study
Classeg, Pastors, and Laymen

o ENJOYS INTERDENOMINATIONAL
USE AND ACCLAIM

o REPRINT OF THE LATEST AND BEST
EDITION

o OVER TWO MILLION COPIES SOLD IN
PREVIOUS EDITIONS

¢ CLEAR, ENLARGED, READABLE
TYPE on Page 5% by 8% inches
® FLEVEN HANDSOME MATCHING .

VOLUMES in Reinforced Binding. Gray
Tone with Title in .Gold on Red

Reasonably Priced and Issued on a Book-A-Month Schedule during 1949
to Facllitate Purchase by Buyers of Moderate Means

FEB.—Luke & John. 418 Pagep
MARCH—Acts. 401 Pages...... P
[] APRIL—Romana, 349 Pages
MAY-—I  Corinthians, 351 Pages
[[] JUNE—II Cor. & Gal. 401 Pages. ..

[[] AUG.—Thess, Tim., Titus, & Phil.
314 Pages.....

] OCT.~—Jas.,, Peter, John, & Jude. 416
Pagem

BAKER BOOK HOUSE

' 1019 Wealthy St., 8. E.

CUT HERE
0 JAN.—Matt. & Mark. 425 Pages....$3.00

.$3.00
JULY—Eph., Phil, & Col. 282 Pages.$3.00
[] SEPT—Hebrews, 332 Pages.........$3.00

. .$3.00
[ NOV.—Revelation. 500 Pages.....».$3.50

Grand Rapids 6, Mich.
CUT HERE

[] Please reserve
complete sets of Barnes' Notes and
mail the'volumes to me as issued.

[J Please send the volumes I have
checked as they are issued.

-Enclosed $.
Send C. O. D. ..

ceseserancctcsssannanny

Charge my AccoUnt ...essecaseses

NAME t.cveoesstcccrsnssonas seesse

Address .ecocevecansone

PULPIT- CHOIR
CONFIRMATION
BAPTISMAL

MASTERS
-BACHELORS
CAPS GOWNS ws HOODS

STUDENTS WANTED

Yc;ung Womeh & Young Men
Train for Mental Nursing

THE NEED IS
GREAT
You are wanted at the
CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM -
WYCKOFF, N. J.
Address .

Director of Nurses

SUNDAY SCHOOL
- PAPERS
Edited by Orthodox Bible Teachers

Bible Lessons in Bible Order
Flannelgraph Pictures
Ask for Samplgc

CHRISTIAN REFORMED PUBLISHING HIIUSE
Grand Rapids, Mich.

CHRISTIAN OPINION
L. Craic Long, Pu.D., Editor
464 Pequot Avenue, New London, Conn.

Christian scholars may submit Scnpturally
supported articles on economics, labor,
politics, sociology, education, and any other -
field in which God should be glorified. A
{free sample copy. will be mailed to any who
are interested in possible assistance by -
prayer, articles, or subscriptions.

GOWNS

+ Pulpit and Choir-
Headquarters for
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES

N, Church Furniture . Stoles:

Embroidunu Vestments

p Hangings - Communion
Sets . Altar Brass Goods




