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I have a confession to make: I
am a theological/ecclesiastical mon-
grel (or “TEM” for short) -- and so
is my wife! On my side of the fam-
ily we have had: German Reformed,
Nazarene, Lutheran (LCA), Evan-
gelical Congregational (influence),
Bible Fellowship, North American
& Conservative Baptist. On my
wife’s side: Southern Baptist, Lu-
theran, United Methodist and PCA
(Coral Ridge, FL). My wife & I
met while on Campus Crusade for
Christ HQ staff in southern CA,
and since we’ve married we have
been connected with these churches:
PCA (in CA; by the way, my wife
was the first Calvinist and Presby-
terian in the family, influencing me,
as also did our pastor, Dr William
Woodhall), RCA (at a church that is
now Pilgrim OPC, in Philadel-
phia), Covenant OPC in Rochester,

NY (intern under Ted Georgian),
Bethel OPC, Oostburg, WI (intern
under Jim Bosgraf), Reformed Pres.
Mission PCA, Grundy, VA (my
first pastorate); and, since 1989, or-
ganizing pastor/pastor of Grace Fel-
lowship OPC, Mansfield,PA.

Why did I give you this long-
winded listing of various churches
my family has been part of? To
prove that I am, in fact, a TEM.
Brothers, my contention is that a
large part of the OPC’s mission is
to reach out to TEM’s (unsaved &
saved) and draw them unto the
Gospel of Christ, and the Reformed
faith. In God’s providence, that is
what happened to me! To those of
you who have been blessed with a
“pedigree,” understand the vital role
that “mongrels” have in the OPC.

For a number of years now I've
had the burden of trying in my own
life (and pass on to others, as I can)
to “prove wrong the stereotypes” of
what Reformed Christians are like,
because I’ve been on the non-
Reformed side! The Lord converted
me in 1973. Afterwards I was an
Arminian/Dispensational evangeli-
cal, until I was brought to Re-
formed convictions (c.1979/80).
What I intend to do in this article is
to try to state different stereotypes
that non-Reformed Christians (and
perhaps non-Christians) have of Re-
formed-types like us. The follow-
ing are a number of the stereotypes
that I’ve heard. Some of them are
often very accurate. Some are only
true of a limited number of the Re-
formed. All should make us think,
and prayerfully evaluate ourselves
and our beloved OPC

Reformed Christians are: Should instead strive to be:
[see numbered notes after chart ]

1) not evangelistic 1) concerned & active in evangelism, home and foreign mis-
sions, etc. (1)

2) uncompassionate / stoical 2) compassionate & having evident love for others (2)
3) proud / arrogant 3) humble / self-deprecating (3)
4) academic / cerebral 4) (also!) warm in our relationship with the Lord (4)
5) boring / predictable 5) able to show our individuality; plus people of faith, and

stretching ourselves spiritually (5)
6) argumentative / even caustic 6) not looking for fights; although engaged in debate as

needed (6)
7) picky, petty, too detailed 7) able to see and be focused upon "the big picture," by faith

(7)
8) too dependent on men’s opinions 8) careful to be thoroughly Biblical in our understanding of

issues, etc., as we also "stand on the shoulders" of others (8)
9) too “loose” with alcohol, etc. 9) amiable toward Christians who are total abstainers, and not

flaunting any liberties we have in Christ (9)
10) too professional in our attitudes 10) careful to engage on a personal, pleasant level with others

as much as possible (10)
11) unwilling to fellowship with any but “Reformed-
types”

11) appreciative of what the Lord is doing in other Christians;
perhaps even fellowshipping / interacting / praying with
them! (11)

12) White-collar WASPs 12) Representative of all socio-economic strata, all ethnic &
racial groups (12)

13) Any Others! Let’s challenge ourselves in how we Reformed Christians might better represent our Lord Jesus, as we
should, and try to be “self-correcting” (by His Word and Spirit).
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Notes:
(1) Like our Savior: Matt. 9:37-

38; Harvie Conn was, and Bill
Krispin is, a great example of
this.

(2) Like our Savior: Matt. 9:35-36.
(3) Like our Savior: Phil. 2:7-8. As

John Newton noted how Cal-
vinists especially should be
humble, since they understand
that all they have/do is of His
grace (quoted in New Hori-
zons, 10/02 issue, “On Con-
troversy”). Chip Stonehouse
had great self-deprecating hu-
mor, and often said: “We
should take our calling as
ministers seriously; but we
shouldn’t take ourselves too
seriously!” Time for a little
joke:

 Q: How many OPC pres-
byters does it take to change a
light bulb?

A: Who knows! We must
debate the issue to death be-
fore we vote on it.”

(4) Like the Puritans and their leg-
endary “intelligent piety”

(5) I got this one from Rev Glen
Riexinger, of Scranton, PA.

(6) Cf. 2 Tim 2:22-26.
(7) The “OPC way” is often too in-

efficient/ineffectual, with too
much detail. Plus, keep in
mind that the world & the
world of Christianity are much
bigger than the OPC — get
used to it!

(8) Isa. 8:20, etc.
(9) Cf. Rom 14:1-15:3; Gal 5:13-

15; 1 Cor 8:9-13, 10:23-11:1.
(10) Prov. 18:24 (NKJV); John

Piper, whom I don't always
agree with, nonetheless makes
an important point with his
book, Brothers, We Are Not
Professionals.

(11) Mark 9:38-40, etc.
(12) cf. Gal 3:28. I hope we are all

very encouraged re: the Black
American, Hispanic, Indone-
sian, Vietnamese, etc. congre-
gations that are now in the

OPC! This is how it should be:
Rev 5:9-10.

I know full well that in writing
this article that I am opening my-
self to all sorts of critiques and
criticisms — that’s OK, as long as
the overall effect is that we all
grow to be more like our Savior
(John 17:17). So brothers let us,
“Watch [our lives] and doctrine
closely. Persevere in them because
if (we) do, (we) will save both
(ourselves) and (our) hearers.” (1
Tim. 4:16).

Joel C. Kershner is
currently serving as
pastor of Grace Fel-
lowship OPC in
Mansfield, PA.

THE ORTHODOX PREESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Through the years I have been thankful to God for the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and for
leading me to be a part of it. Recently I have wished for an opportunity to share this with the
church at large as Psalm 92:15 says "To declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock and there is
no unrighteousness in Him."

One feature I have noted about OPC ministers, and many adherents, is that we are transplants
often from other church backgrounds. Growing up in a Mennonite family in Nebraska, I learned
the truth of being a sinner, and needing a Savior. My father came from Russia very young and was
wary of education, feeling it led people away from God. So family members stayed home until the
age 21. I went to a one-room grade school, worked at the family farm, and any monies earned were
part of the family provender. Through the years I felt a compulsion to serve God and was called
to the ministry at age 18. So, a week after I was 21, I left home with a tin suitcase and $5 from my fa-
ther. God graciously helped me get high school, college, and seminary education, and in the
process I came to understand more completely the glories of God's Word as outlined in the Re-
formed faith.

What is precious to me is the OPC's faithful teaching concerning our salvation that is wholly
of God Who opens our eyes to this and enables us to believe and accept His gift of salvation, and
to seek to live in obedience to His Word. The emphasis on the chief end of man being "to glorify
God and to enjoy Him forever" is directive in more completely understanding the gift of salvation.
Also, the question and answer "What is God? — ‘God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable
in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth’ — outlines a life of quality and
service that is indeed satisfying and challenging with worship and trust in God. This I am per-
suaded is the teaching of Scripture which the OPC clearly holds.

Now retired, I rejoice in more time for Christian fellowship. My soul is blessed in the exchange
of concepts of the Reformed faith and experiences in the Christian life. This fellowship is a fore-
taste of heaven which we look forward to with great longing and expectation. As we learn to ap-
preciate and support one another in love and fellowship, we testify to the world that we are the
Lord's disciples (John 13:35). May the Lord help us to become deeper in our commitment to Him and
one another.

— Retired OPC Pastor Rev. Abe W. Ediger
























