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CONFESSIONAL INTEGRITY - A PLEA FOR RESTRAINT

by

G. I. Williamson

I’m writing this out of  concern 
for Confessional Integrity. By this I 
mean the integrity of  the church to 
which I belong. It says that we be-
lieve the system of  doctrine taught 
in the Bible, and that the Westmin-
ster Standards accurately state that 
doctrine. Part of  that doctrine is 
the fallibility of  the Westminster 
Standards themselves (Cf. 1:9, 31:
3). Therefore to put these on the 
same level as the Bible would be 
to deny one of  their most impor-
tant teachings. For this reason, no 
minister, elder or deacon—not to 
mention church member—is re-
quired to give unqualified adher-
ence to these standards. It has al-
ways been understood, in terms 
of  these very documents, that one 
may truly adhere to the system of  
doctrine expressed in these docu-
ments while—at the same time—
holding that the terminology is less 
than perfect, could be better ex-
pressed, or is even flawed in some 
detail.1 It is not my purpose in this 
article to disallow this in any way 
whatsoever. Yet it does seem to me 
that a very real danger exists, today, 
in what I would call the opposite 
direction. By this I mean a lack of  
proper respect for these doctrinal 
standards on the part of  those who 
have subscribed to them.

Some years ago I was asked to 
serve on a committee appointed 
by our General Assembly to study 
the subject of  paedocommunion. 
This I did with the conviction that 
it was my duty to come back to the 
Assembly with an honest statement 
of  the results of  my study. In this 
instance I came to the tentative 
conclusion that the arguments for 
paedocommunion were cogent, and 
that the arguments against paedo-
communion were weak. I therefore 
helped to write a majority report 
that recommended that our stan-
dards be changed to allow for this 
practice. The General Assembly 
did not act favorably on our rec-
ommendations. And by that very 
fact it, in effect, asserted the con-
tinuing authority of  our present 
standards. It is for this reason that 
I have steadfastly declined the re-

quests that I have received to write, 
or even speak, publicly (I mean 
outside the official assemblies of  
the church) on this issue. Some 
have not understood this. But my 
reason is quite simple: though I 
still think we need better argu-
ments for the status quo than any I 
have seen, I am bound by my own 
subscription vows to honor the of-
ficial standards of  the church. And 
that is the way I want it. I do not 
want other ministers of  the church 
to preach or teach things publicly 
that are contrary to our official 
doctrinal standards. If  they are 
right, and the church’s standards 
are wrong, I want them to prove 
it by due process in the assemblies 
of  the church, so that our subordi-
nate standards are changed. I want 
them to come to their fellow min-
isters and elders (who are jointly 
responsible to maintain the church 
as the pillar and ground of  the 
truth) with such cogent arguments 
for their position that we are finally 
constrained to make the changes 
they want. And since I want oth-
ers to do that for the sake of  the 
church’s unity and integrity I be-
lieve it is my duty to do it as well. 

Dr. Hugh Martin, one of  the 
great theologians of  the Free 
Church of  Scotland, put the issue 
like this when there was much agi-
tation for relaxing the constraints 
of  subscription. 

“I am…ordained in terms of  an 
ordination vow. This vow is not an 
instrument special in my case, not 
peculiar to me. It is the vow taken 
also by all my brothers who in this 
Church are exactly my peers. It has 
been already taken by all the broth-
ers who in this transaction of  exact-
ing and accepting my vow represent 
to me and act the part to me of  the 
Church. Not to mention that they 
are thus bound by the self-same vow 
already, taking into account merely 
that they exact and I render this vow 
in my ordination, is it conceivable 
that speaking of  this one ordination 
merely, I alone became bound by it? 
Is it merely a pact on my side with-
out being a compact between me and 

the Church? Do I, then, come under 
obligation to the Church without the 
Church coming under obligation to 
me? Who would make an assertion 
so outrageous? The idea of  a vow 
between creatures of  God binding 
only one party in the transaction is 
a sheer paralogism. The vow entails 
very weighty obligation on my side, 
and on the side of  the Church the 
obligation is as great. The obligation 
is manifestly reciprocal. That inheres 
in the idea of  it. Laying out of  view 
the contingency of  my convictions as 
to the subject-matter of  my vow com-
ing to be changed and my leaving the 
Church accordingly, I am bound by 
it, aye, and until the Church shall 
release me. Is it conceivable that all 
this time the Church should have 
been silently reserving a right to re-
lease herself  what time she may be 
able to outvote me? Is it possible that 
on what are actually called ‘general 
impressions’ and considerations of  
good sense it is proposed to regulate 
anew our Church Communion and I 
am to be—by a dispensing power, we 
presume—set free from my Ordina-
tion vow and the Church from her 
reciprocal, and another is to be sub-
stituted in its stead? 2 Has a major-
ity power to do this? Yes, if  I have 
power to change my vow and still 
continue in the Church. And yes, if  
the Church was not bound to me by 
prescribing and accepting my vow…
A majority may prove treacherous 
to a vow, just as an individual may: 
nor is it in the power of  the multi-
plication table to settle a question of  
morals. Our Ordination vow taking 
us bound to our Confession settles 
that we have a Constitution, clearly 
enough defines it, renders us answer-
able to it and pledges the Church re-
ciprocally as amenable to it also.”3  

I do not think that I have a right 
to preach or to publish (includ-
ing publishing on the internet) 
anything that plainly contradicts 
the subordinate standards of  our 
church. Similarly, I do not think 
that other ministers and elders of  
the OPC have the right to do this 
either. And that is not all. It is also 
my conviction that any change in 
the church’s position should be 
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plainly stated and arrived at only by 
due process. This is what has been 
done in the past. There was a time 
when Presbyterians believed—and 
professed to believe—that the 
Pope is ‘that antichrist, that man 
of  sin, and son of  perdition.’ The 
time came when a majority of  pas-
tors and elders came to believe that 
this was saying more than could be 
proved from scripture. Therefore 
the wording was changed so as to 
express clearly that the church had 
come to believe that the man of  
sin and antichrist passages mean 
more than merely the Papacy. It 
is my conviction that this is what 
confessional integrity requires. 
We should say what we mean, and 
mean what we say—unitedly and 
unambiguously. 

If  a man seeks office in the 
OPC but wants to publicly teach 
things that are contrary to the Con-
fession and Catechisms, I do not 
think that we should receive him. 
If, on the other hand, he honestly 
states that he hopes to persuade 
the OPC to change what its Con-
fession and/or Catechisms say—
while refraining from any public 
preaching or teaching that is con-
trary to them—I think we should 
receive him. It is precisely here that 
the churches of  the continental Re-
formed tradition have something 
to teach us. Consider the time-hon-
ored form of  subscription that we 
quote here from the Church Order 
of  the Reformed Churches of  New 
Zealand:

We, the undersigned, office bearers 
of  the Reformed Churches of  New 
Zealand, do hereby, sincerely and in 
good conscience before the Lord, de-
clare by this our subscription that we 
heartily believe and are persuaded 
that the whole system of  doctrine as 
taught in the Belgic and Westminster 
Confessions, the Heidelberg Cate-
chism, and the Canons of  Dort, does 
fully agree with the Word of  God.

We therefore promise to teach 
diligently and to defend faithfully 
the aforesaid doctrine, without either 
directly or indirectly contradicting 
the same by our public preaching or 
writing.

We declare moreover that we not 
only reject all errors that militate 
against this doctrine, but that we 
are disposed to refute and contradict 
these and to exert ourselves in keep-
ing the church free from such errors.

And if  hereafter any difficulties 

or different sentiments respecting the 
aforesaid doctrines should arise in 
our minds, we promise that we will 
neither publicly nor privately propose, 
teach, or defend the same, either by 
preaching or writing , until we have 
first revealed such sentiments to the 
Session, Presbytery or Synod, that 
the same may be examined, being 
ready always cheerfully to submit to 
the judgment of  the Session, Presby-
tery or Synod, under penalty, in case 
of  refusal, of  being by that very fact 
suspended from our office.

Furthermore, if  at any time the 
Session, Presbytery or Synod, may 
deem it proper to require of  us a 
further explanation of  our senti-
ments respecting any particular doc-
trine of  any of  the afore mentioned 
standards, we do hereby promise to 
be always willing and ready to com-
ply with such requisition, under the 
penalty above mentioned, reserving 
for ourselves however the right of  ap-
peal in case we should believe our-
selves aggrieved by the sentence of  
the Session or the Presbytery, and 
until a decision is made upon such 
an appeal, we will acquiesce in the 
determination and judgment already 
passed.4 

The benefits of  faithful adher-
ence to the principles stated above 
became evident to me as a result 
of  my ministeral service in New 
Zealand. A minister of  one of  the 
churches came to the conviction 
that the Westminster Confession’s 
doctrine of  the Sabbath was wrong. 
But he did not begin preaching and 
teaching contrary to the Confes-
sion. No, he brought the matter 
to the Presbytery (and ultimately 
to the Synod) by way of  what they 
called a ‘gravamen.’5 His gravamen 
did not win approval, so he—still 
acting in a manner fully in accord 
with his vows—accepted a call to 
another church in another coun-
try where his views would not be 
out of  accord with that church’s 
official standards. Though I was 
opposed to the change he sought 
in his gravamen, I have always re-
spected the way in which he hon-
ored the form of  subscription. 
And that is not all. To the best of  
my knowledge the orderly pro-
cess  which was followeed pro-
tected the church of  which he had 
been pastor from damage. It also 
helped preserve the denomination 
from having a serious conflict. It is 
not hard to imagine how different 
some sad events in recent church 
history might have been if  similar 
restraint had been evident. Some-

times it has been the church which 
has failed to exercise restraint. I 
think this was true in the ‘com-
mon grace’ decision of  the CRC 
in 1924. Suddenly a new doctrinal 
statement was imposed on men 
who disagreed with it, by the ma-
jority. And it seems to me that it 
was something like that in 1944 in 
the Gereformeerde Keken in Hol-
land?6 But my concern here is that 
it is not only Synods and Councils 
that can err, so can ministers and 
elders. And I think we—individu-
ally—are even more likely to do so. 
I therefore urge you, my brother 
pastors and elders, to heed the wise 
words of  the Dutch Reformed fa-
thers by exercising restrait and pa-
tiently seeking by due process—in 
the assemblies of  the church—to 
effect the changes that you think 
are needed.

Footnotes:
1 The WCF is simply mistaken, for 
example, when it uses the word 
‘frequently’ in WCF VII:4.

 
2 Dr. Martin was a minister in the 
Free Church when great changes 
were taking place in Scotland. 
One of  the most notable was 
the invention of  the Declaratory 
Act in the United Presbyterian 
Church, which seriously under-
mined the authority of  the West-
minster Confession. It was in the 
light of  such developments that 
he vigorously opposed the pro-
posed union of  the Free Church 
with that denomination.  

3 Scottish Theology, by John 
McLoed pp. 324,325.

4 Forms and Confessions of  the 
Reformed Churches of  New Zea-
land, published by the National 
Publishing Committee of  the Re-
formed Churches of  New Zea-
land, 1994.

5 The word simply means a griev-
ance or complaint agains the 
Confessional Standards.

6 I pointed out what I see as a dis-
tinct advantage in our Presbyte-
rian Form of  Government for 
avoiding this sort of  thing (cf. 
“Which is More Hierarchical: The 
Reformed or the Presbyterian 
Form of  Church Government” 
in Ordained Servant, Vol. 8, issue 
2). But, of  course, this will only 
safeguard us if  we faithfully ad-
here to these wise restraints.
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CONFIDENTIALITY
— “Keep It Confidential.” (L. W. Bilkes) 7:3 (Jul. 1998): 61-63. 

 
CONFLICT IN THE CHURCH

— “‘That Offends Me!’” (Larry Wilson) 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 36-38. 
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— “Grace and Truth for Life.” (Larry Wilson) 9:4 (Oct. 2000): 89-90.
— “Knox Voters’ Guide.” 1:3 (Sep. 1992): 51-58. 
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— “The Framework Interpretation: An Exegetical Summary.” (Lee Irons) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 7-11.
— “Genesis and Myth.” (Robert Letham) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 17-19.
— “Herman Bavinck on Creation: Excerpts from ‘Our Reasonable Faith’.” (Herman Bavinck)  9:1 (Jan.
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— “In the Space of Six Days.” (Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr.) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 12-16.
— “Inerrancy or Design? Old Princeton and Evolution.” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 4-
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— “Of Creation Days and the Keys of the Kingdom.” (James Gidley) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 21-23.
— “Some Thoughts on Creation.” (G. I. Williamson) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 24-26.
— “The Time Element in Genesis 1 and 2.” (Oswald T. Allis) 4:4 (Oct. 1995): 85-87. 
— “Were the ‘Days’ of Genesis 1 & 2 Ordinary Days?” (Robert W. Eckardt) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 20.

 
DEACONS 
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— “Pointers for Elders and Deacons, Part 1.” 2:3 (Jul. 1993): 59-64. 
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— “A Proposed Job Description for a Deacon.” (A. G. Edwards III) 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 3-5. 
— “Reforming the Diaconate, Part 1.” (William Shishko) 1:2 (Apr. 1992): 43-45. 
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DEATH & DYING 
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DIRECTORY FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD (OPC)
— “On Revising the OPC Directory for the Public Worship of God.” (Larry Wilson) 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 24-

29.
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— “An Examination of the Liturgy of the Westminster Assembly.” (R. Dean Anderson, Jr.) 3:2 (Apr.
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— “Roadblocks Limiting Church Effectiveness – Part 1.” (J. G. Vos) 9:3 (Jul. 2000): 55-61.

ECUMENICITY. See also CHURCH UNITY
— “All Ecclesiology is Local.” (Matthew W. Kingsbury) 11:3 (Jul. 2002): 60-61.
— “Charles Hodge on Presbyterian Union & Ecumenicity.” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 7:2 (Apr.

1998): 35-37. 
— “Perfecting Fellowship.” (John P. Galbraith) 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 2-9. 
— “A Postscript to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (And Others Who May Benefit) On Perfecting Fel-

lowship.” (John P. Galbraith) 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 25-26. 
— “Practical Ecumenicity.” 5:1 (Jan. 1996): 24. 
— “Some Thoughts on the Practice of Ecumenicity.” (Bill DeJong) 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 27-28. 
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ber 2000): 91-92. 
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ynolds) 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 55-60. 
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— “Biblical Qualifications for Elders.” (Archibald Alexander Allison) 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 80-96. 
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— “Evangelism in the Local Church.” (Ralph A. Pontier) 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 56-58. 
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— “The Evening Worship Service.” (Lawrence Eyres) 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 83-84. 
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(Oct. 1998): 85-90. 

— “Evolution: The Materialist Juggernaut: A Christian Challenge, Part 2.” (Gregory Edward Reynolds) 8:1
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FAMILY VISITATION 
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32-35. 

— “Elder to Elder: Home Visitation and Family Devotions.” (David Winslow) 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 19-20. 
— “Elder to Elder: A Sample Sessional Calling Record.” (David Winslow) 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 29-31. 
— “Elder to Elder: Start those Home Visits Now!” (David Winslow) 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 20-21. 
— “Elders in Pastoral Visitation.” (Tim Worrell) 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 71. 
— “How to Get Started.” (G. I. Williamson) 1:1 (Jan. 1992): 5-7. 
— “The Ingredients of a Successful Oversight Program.” (T. Nathan Trice) 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 46-50.
— “On Doing Home Visitation.” (C. Eric Fennema) 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 32-34. 
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— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 3].” (Peter Y. de Jong) 1:3 (Sep. 1992): 59-62. 
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73

Subject Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 7].” (Peter Y. de Jong) 2:4 (Oct. 1993): 86-90. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 8].” (Peter Y. de Jong) 3:1 (Jan. 1994): 18-21. 
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— “Elder to Elder: Home Visitation and Family Devotions.” (David Winslow) 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 19-20. 

FRAMEWORK INTERPRETATION
— “The Framework Interpretation: An Exegetical Summary.” (Lee Irons) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 7-11.

FREE OFFER OF THE GOSPEL 
— “The Free Offer of the Gospel: God’s Love for the Non-Elect – Part 1.” (Stephen D. Doe) 10:1 (Jan.

2001): 14-16.
— “The Free Offer of the Gospel: God’s Love for the Non-Elect – Part 2.” (Stephen D. Doe) 10:2 (Apr.
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— “The Indiscriminate Gospel Offer.” (John Calvin) 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 42. 

  
GAMBLING 

— “Is Gambling a Sin?” (G. I. Williamson) 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 52-53. 

HODGE, CHARLES 
— “Charles Hodge on Presbyterian Union and Ecumenicity.” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 7:2 (Apr.

1998): 35-37. 
— “The Spirituality of the Church.” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 7:3 (Jul. 1998): 64-66. 

HOLY SPIRIT 
— “Challenges of the Charismatic Movement to the Reformed Tradition, Part 1.” (Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.)

7:3 (Jul. 1998): 48-57. 
— “Challenges of the Charismatic Movement to the Reformed Tradition, Part 2.” (Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.)

7:4 (Oct. 1998): 69-74. 
— “Charismatic Presbyterian?” (James A. Zozzaro) 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 91-93. 

 
HOMOSEXUALITY 

— “Ministering to Homosexuals in San Francisco.” (Charles A. McIlhenny) 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 10-12. 
— “Practical Ecumenicity.” 5:1 (Jan. 1996): 24. 

 
HYPER-CALVINISM. See also FREE OFFER OF THE GOSPEL

— “Arminianism, Calvinism and Hyper-Calvinism.” (Brenton Ferry) 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 59.
— “The Decretal Problem of Hyper-Calvinism.” (Allen C. Tomlinson) 11:1 (Jan. 2002): 21-22.

INFANT BAPTISM 
— “Infant Baptism Optional?” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 7:4 (Oct. 1998): 78-80. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES (ICRC) 
— “Perfecting Fellowship.” (John P. Galbraith) 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 2-9. 
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LITERATURE
— “Keeping Current.” (William Shishko) 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 30.
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Minister’s Treasure (Part 1).” (William Shishko) 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 20-21. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Minister’s Treasure (Part 2).” (William Shishko) 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 46-47. 
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— “A Life and Death Matter.” (G. I. Williamson) 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 39-41. 
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— “Editorial [on the Lord’s Supper].” (G. I. Williamson) 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 73-74. 
— “Fencing of the Table.” (William B. Kessler) 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 38-39. 
— “Fencing the Lord’s Table.” (Jack J. Peterson) 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 78-79.
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— “The Lord’s Supper: How Often?” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 97-98. 
— “On a More Adequate Fencing of the Lord’s Table.” (G. I. Williamson) 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 75-76. 
— “Restricted Communion in One OPC Congregation.” (William Shishko) 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 76-77. 

 
MACHEN, J. GRESHAM 

— “J. Gresham Machen and the Regulative Principle.” (D.G. Hart & John R. Muether) 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 2-3.
— “The Myth of Influence.” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 10-13. 
— “Van Til on the Reorganization of Princeton.” (Cornelius Van Til) 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 75-76.
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— “Ingredients of a Meaningful and Successful Internship Program.” (Nathan Trice) 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 28-
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— “Some Thoughts on the Preparation of Men for Ministry.” (John Kramer) 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 94-96. 
— “Who’s Doing It?” (Thomas E. Tyson) 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 46-48. 

MINISTERIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE OF THE OPC (MTIOPC) 
— “The Ministerial Training Institute of the OPC.” (Thomas E. Tyson) 10:2 (Apr. 2001): 42.
— “A New Stage on the Pilgrimage of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.” (James Gidley) 8:3 (Jul. 1999):

63-66. 
 
MINISTERS. See PASTORS

MURRAY, JOHN 
— “The Forgotten John Murray (October 14, 1998-May 8, 1975).” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 8:1

(Jan. 1999): 8-10. 
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— “Indians, Farmers, and Church Officers.” (Larry Wilson) 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 79-80. 
— “A Training Course for Elders and Deacons [part 1].” (John R. Hilbelink) 2:1 (Jan. 1993): 3-15. 
— “A Training Course for Elders and Deacons [part 2].” (John R. Hilbelink) 2:2 (Apr. 1993): 27-37. 

ORDAINED SERVANT 
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— “Responses to the Editor’s Invitation for Corporate Assessment.” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 56-57.
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(Oct. 1997): 85-86. 
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— “What (Most) Every Pastor Needs.” (G. I. Williamson) 5:2 (Apr. 1996): 26-27. 

POSTMODERNISM 
— “The Post-Modern Paradigm Shift and the Biblical, Reformed Presuppositionalism of Van Til.” (Larry

E. Ball) 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 87-90. 
— “Whatever . . . ” (Paul Trieck) 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 31.
— “Where Have the Children Gone? A Reflection Upon OPC Identity and a Postmodern Generation.” (Eric

B. Watkins) 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 50-51.
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— “Prayer Cloths: Superstitious or Spiritual?” (Patrick Ramsey) 10:4 (Oct. 2001): 85-86.
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— “Catechetical Preaching.” (R. E. Knodel, Jr.) 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 16-19. 
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— “Challenges in Preaching.” (James Visscher) 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 43-46. 
— “Editorial [on Preaching].” (G. I. Williamson) 1:2 (Apr. 1992): 25-26. 
— “Editorial [on Preaching].” (G. I. Williamson) 2:4 (Oct. 1993): 73-74. 
— “‘Especially the Preaching of the Word’.” (Larry Wilson) 9:2 (Apr. 2000): 30-34.
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— “How to Assess a Sermon: A Checklist for Ruling Elders.” (William Shishko) 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 43-44.
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— “Editorial [on Presbyterian Polity].” (G. I. Williamson) 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 25-26. 
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— “The Biblical Origins of the Presbytery.” (Ross Graham) 5:2 (Apr. 1996): 42-46. 
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— “Van Til on the Reorganization of Princeton.” (Cornelius Van Til) 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 75-76. 
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REFORMED CHURCHES OF NEW ZEALAND
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— “Strange Fire Continues to Burn: Historical Reflections on Modern Revivalism.” (Gregory Edward Re-

ynolds) 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 55-60. 
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— “Sessional Records: The Importance of Maintaining Complete and Accurate Church Records.” (Luke E.

Brown) 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 22-23.  

SEXUAL IMMORALITY. See also ADULTERY
— “Elders and Sexual Abuse – A Pastor’s Dilemma.” 11:4 (Oct. 2002): 73-77.
— “A Response to the Previous Article.” (G. I. Williamson) 11:4 (Oct. 2002): 78-79.
— “Some Consequences of Sex Before Marriage.” (R. D. Anderson) 9:4 (Oct. 2000): 86-88.

SPURGEON, CHARLES H. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 1).” (William Shishko) 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 38-40. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 2).” (William Shishko) 7:3 (Jul. 1998): 58-60. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 3).” (William Shishko) 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 16-18. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 4).” (William Shishko) 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 47-48. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 5).” (William Shishko) 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 50-51. 

 
TAX PROTEST 

— “Render to All What is Due Them (part 1).” (David G. Hagopian) 4: 3 (Jul. 1995): 54-61. 
— “Render to All What is Due Them (part 2).” (David G. Hagopian) 4: 4 (Oct. 1995): 75-81. 



78

Subject Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

THEONOMY 
— “Theonomy: What Have We Learned?” (John Haverland) 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 28-34. 

  
TRUSTEES 

— “Deacons and/or Trustees?” (Roger Schmurr) 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 20-22. 
 
VAN TIL, CORNELIUS 

— “The Post-Modern Paradigm Shift and the Biblical, Reformed Presuppositionalism of Van Til.” (Larry
E. Ball) 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 87-90. 

— “The Van Til CD-Rom.” (G. I. Williamson) 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 74.
— “Why Machen Hired Van Til.” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 65-68. 

VOS, GEERHARDUS 
— “Geerhardus Vos, 1862-1949.” (John R. Muether & D. G. Hart) 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 54-55. 

WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY
— “An Examination of the Liturgy of the Westminster Assembly.” (R. Dean Anderson, Jr.) 3:2 (Apr.

1994): 27-34.
   
WESTMINSTER STANDARDS. See also CONFESSIONS & CONFESSIONALISM  

— “A Plan for Catechetical Preaching.” (Jeffrey K. Boer) 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 44-45. 
— “Catechetical Preaching.” (R. E. Knodel, Jr.) 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 16-19. 
— “Ministry of the Word According to the Westminster Standards.” (Larry Wilson) 12:1 (Jan. 2003): 11-

16..
 
WINSLOW, OCTAVIUS 

— “Pastor to Pastor: The Minister’s Treasure (Part 2).” (William Shishko) 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 46-47. 
 
WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

— “The Concept of ‘Authoritative Teaching’ and the Role of Women in Congregational Worship.” (R.
Fowler White) 10:1 (Jan. 2001): 10-13.

— “Editorial [on Women Deacons].” (G. I. Williamson) 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 49-50. 
— “Women in Office: Especially About ‘Deaconesses’.” (Soon Gil Hur) 7:4 (Oct. 1998): 75-77. 
— “Women in Office: Especially About ‘Deaconesses’.” (Soon Gil Hur) 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 2-7. 

WORSHIP. See also REGULATIVE PRINCIPLE OF WORSHIP 
— “The Antithesis Between Symbolism and Revelation.” (Abraham Kuyper) 2:3 (Jul. 1993): 51-58. 
— “A Comparison of Some Historic Reformed Liturgies.” (Larry Wilson) 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 71. 
— “Editorial [on Worship].” (G. I. Williamson) 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 25-26. 
— “An Examination of the Liturgy of the Westminster Assembly.” (R. Dean Anderson, Jr.) 3:2 (Apr.

1994): 27-34.
— “On Revising the OPC Directory for the Public Worship of God.” (Larry Wilson) 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 24-

29.
— “Re-Forming Presbyterian Worship.” (D. G. Hart & John R. Muether) 9:4 (Oct. 2000): 84-85.
— “Suggestions Toward Reflecting and Reinforcing Principles of Biblically Reformed Worship in Our

Church Buildings.” (Larry Wilson) 10:4 (Oct. 2001): 87-88.
— “Use of the Word ‘Amen’.” (R. Dean Anderson) 7:4 (Oct. 1998): 81-84. 
— “What is a Worship Service?” (Larry Wilson) 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 53-54.



79

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

ADAMS, Jay E. 
— “Help in Using the Original Languages in Preaching.” 3:1 (Jan. 1994): 23. 
— “Working with the Eldership.” 1:2 (Apr. 1992): 27-29. 

 
ALEXANDER, J. W. 

— “Ministerial Study.” 1:3 (Sep. 1992): 69-71. 
 
ALLIS, Oswald T. 

— “The Time Element in Genesis 1 and 2.” 4:4 (Oct. 1995): 85-87. 
 
ALLISON, Archibald Alexander.  

— “Biblical Qualifications for Deacons, Part 1.” 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 4-9. 
— “Biblical Qualifications for Deacons, Part 2.” 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 31-36. 
— “Biblical Qualifications for Deacons, Part 3.” 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 49-54. 
— “Biblical Qualifications for Elders.” 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 80-96.  
— “The Biblical View of Church Unity.” 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 60-64.
— “Visiting the Members.” 10:2 (Apr. 2001): 27-30.

ANDERSON, R. Dean, Jr. 
— “Are Deacons Members of the Session?” 2: 4 (Oct. 1993): 75-78. 
— “An Examination of the Liturgy of the Westminster Assembly.” 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 27-34. 
— “Some Consequences of Sex Before Marriage.” 9:4 (Oct. 2000): 86-88.
— “Use of the Word ‘Amen’.” 7:4 (Oct. 1998): 81-84. 

 
BAHNSEN, Greg L. 

— “Church Government Briefly Considered.” 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 9-10. 
— “Is It Our Moral Obligation to Attend Church?” 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 40-42. 

 
BALL, Larry E. 

— “The Post-Modern Paradigm Shift and the Biblical, Reformed Presuppositionalism of Van Til.” 5:4 (Oct.
1996): 87-90.  

BARKER, David. 
— “Is My Covenant Child Ready for Communicant Church Membership?” 11:1 (Jan. 2002): 10-14.

BAVINCK, Herman. 
— “Herman Bavinck on Creation: Excerpts from ‘Our Reasonable Faith’.” 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 2-3.
— “On the Unity and Diversity of the Church.” 11:3 (Jul. 2002): 65-66.

BILKES, Lawrence. 
— “Fatigue in Christian Ministry – Its Causes (and Cure).” 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 32-33.
— “Keep It Confidential.” 7:3 (Jul. 1998): 61-63. 

BOER, Jeffrey K. 
— “A Plan for Catechetical Preaching.” 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 44-45. 

 
BOOTH, Randy. 

— “Little Children and the Worship of God.” 8:4 (Oct. 1999): 72-75.

BRIENEN, T. 
— “The Lord’s Supper Celebration with Calvin.” 11:3 (Jul. 2002): 62-64.

BROWN, Luke E. 
— “Sessional Records: The Importance of Maintaining Complete and Accurate Church Records.” 7:1 (Jan.

1998): 22-23. 
 
BROWN, Mark R.  



80

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

— “Qualifications for Ruling Elders: An Historical Survey.” 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 65-66.
— “Why I Came to a Three-Office View.” 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 17-19. 

 
CALVIN, John. 

— “The Deacons.” 1:1 (Jan. 1992): 21. 
— “The Indiscriminate Gospel Offer.” 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 42. 
— “The Pastoral Wisdom of John Calvin.” 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 64-70. 

 
COIE, Bruce. 

— “Remember the Big Picture.” 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 74-76. 
 
COPPES, Leonard J. 

— Review of Logos Bible Software. 2:1 (Jan. 1993): 24. 

CURRIE, Howard. 
— “Responses to the Editor’s Invitation for Corporate Assessment.” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 56.

DEJONG, Bill. 
— “Some Thoughts on the Practice of Ecumenicity.” 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 27-28. 

 
DE JONG, James. 

— “Biblical Principles of the Unity of the Church: A Reformed (Continental) Perspective – Part 1.” 11:1
(Jan. 2002): 2-9.

— “Biblical Principles of the Unity of the Church: A Reformed (Continental) Perspective – Part 2” 11:2
(Apr. 2002): 27-32. 

DE JONG, Peter Y. 
— “The Ministry of Mercy for Today [part 1].” 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 53-58. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 1].” 1:1 (Jan. 1992): 8-13. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 2].” 1:2 (Apr. 1992): 39-42. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 3].” 1:3 (Sep. 1992): 59-62. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 4].” 2:1 (Jan. 1993): 19-22. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 5].” 2:2 (Apr. 1993): 38-41. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 6].” 2:3 (Jul. 1993): 65-69. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 6].” 2:3 (Jul. 1993): 65-69. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 7].” 2:4 (Oct. 1993): 86-90. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 8].” 3:1 (Jan. 1994): 18-21. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 9].” 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 35-41. 
— “Taking Heed to the Flock [part 10].” 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 51-52. 

 
DOE, Stephen. 

— “A Charge to New Church Officers.” 9:2 (Apr. 2000): 43-44.
— “The Free Offer of the Gospel: God’s Love for the Non-Elect – Part 1.” 10:1 (Jan. 2001): 14-16.
— “The Free Offer of the Gospel: God’s Love for the Non-Elect – Part 2.” 10:2 (Apr. 2001): 38-39.
— “The Free Offer of the Gospel: God’s Love for the Non-Elect – Part 3.” 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 51-52.
— “The Free Offer of the Gospel: God’s Love for the Non-Elect – Part 4.” 10:4 (Oct. 2001): 79-81.
— “A Scandal in the Church? The Question of Titus 1:6 and the Children of Elders.” 12:1 (Jan. 2003): 17-

22.
— “Some Timely Thoughts from John Calvin on Differences Among Christians.” 9:4 (October 2000): 91-

92. 

DOUGLAS, Ann. 
— “‘Terrible Honesty in an Age of Sentimentalism:’ An Interview with Dr. Ann Douglas by Modern Refor-

mation.” 5:3 (Jul. 1996): 63-65. 
 
ECKARDT, Robert W. 

— “Were the ‘Days’ of Genesis 1 & 2 Ordinary Days?” 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 20.



81

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

EDIGER, Abe W. 
— “The Orthodox Presbyterian Church.” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 55.

EDWARDS, A. G., III. 
— “A Proposed Job Description for a Deacon.” 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 3-5. 

 
EYRES, Lawrence. 

— “The Evening Worship Service.” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 83-84. 
— “How Can a Session Shepherd Its Pastor?” 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 29-31. 
— “The Outstanding Need of the OPC, part 1.” 5:3 (Jul. 1996): 56-57. 
— “The Outstanding Need of the OPC, part 2.” 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 77-78. 

 
FENNEMA, C. Eric. 

— “On Doing Home Visitation.” 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 32-34. 
 
FERRY, Brenton. 

— “Arminianism, Calvinism and Hyper-Calvinism.” 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 59.

FOX, Arthur. 
— “An Open Letter to a New Pastor in His First Charge.” 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 34-36. 

 
GAFFIN, Richard B., Jr. 

— “Challenges of the Charismatic Movement to the Reformed Tradition, Part 1 .” 7:3 (Jul. 1998): 48-57. 
— “Challenges of the Charismatic Movement to the Reformed Tradition, Part 2 .” 7:4 (Oct. 1998): 69-74. 

 
GALBRAITH, John P. 

— “Perfecting Fellowship.” 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 2-9.  
— “A Postscript to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (And Others Who May Benefit) On Perfecting Fel-

lowship.” 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 25-26. 
 
GANZ, Richard. 

— “Access Denied.” 10:1 (Jan. 2001): 18-19.

GENTRY, Kenneth L., Jr. 
— “In the Space of Six Days.” 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 12-16.

GIDLEY, James S.  
— “Biblical Theology and the Session – Part 1: Redemptive History and the Church’s Confession of Faith.”

9:2 (Apr. 2000): 35-38.
— “Biblical Theology and the Session – Part 2: Redemptive History and the Church Discipline.” 9:3 (Jul.

2000): 50-54.
— “Biblical Theology and the Session – Part 3: Redemptive History and the Character of the People.” 9:4

(Oct. 2000): 72-76.
— “The Future of Calvinism.” 2:2 (Apr. 1993): 42-47. 
— “A New Stage on the Pilgrimage of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.” 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 63-66. 
— “Of Creation Days and the Keys of the Kingdom.” 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 21-23.

 
GRAHAM, Ross. 

— “The Biblical Origins of the Presbytery.” 5:2 (Apr. 1996): 42-46. 
— “The Historic Origins of the Presbytery.” 5:1 (Jan. 1996): 16-20. 
— “How to Plant a Regional Church.” 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 13-19. 
— “The Story of Old School Presbyterianism.” 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 81-86. 

HAGOPIAN, David G. 
— “Render to All What is Due Them (part 1).” 4:3 (Jul. 1995): 54-61. 



82

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

— “Render to All What is Due Them (part 2).” 4:4 (Oct. 1995): 75-81. 
 
HALL, David W. 

— “Appraising the Value of the Internet for Ministry.” 5:3 (Jul. 1996): 58-62. 

HARBMAN, Graham. 
— “The Confessional Subscription Debate at Westminster Theological Seminary in California.” 9:2 (Apr.

2000): 39-42.
 
HART, D. G. 

— “Charles Hodge on Presbyterian Union & Ecumenicity.” (with J. R. Muether) 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 35-37. 
— “The Forgotten John Murray (October 14, 1998-May 8, 1975).” (with J. R. Muether) 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 8-

10. 
— “Geerhardus Vos, 1862-1949.” (with J. R. Muether) 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 54-55. 
— “Inerrancy or Design? Old Princeton and Evolution.” (with J. R. Muether) 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 4-6.
— “Infant Baptism Optional?” (with J. R. Muether) 7:4 (Oct. 1998): 78-80. 
— “J. Gresham Machen and the Regulative Principle.” (with J. R. Muether) 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 2-3. 
— “The Lord’s Supper: How Often?” (with J. R. Muether) 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 97-98. 
— “The Myth of Influence.” (with J. R. Muether) 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 10-13. 
— “Re-Forming Presbyterian Worship.” (with J. R. Muether) 9:4 (Oct. 2000): 84-85.
— “Samuel Miller: Discipline on the Frontier.” (with J. R. Muether) 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 40-42. 
— “The Spirituality of the Church.” (with J. R. Muether) 7:3 (Jul. 1998): 64-66. 
— “Turning Points in American Presbyterian History –  #1.” (with J. R. Muether) 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 34-36.
— “Turning Points in American Presbyterianism: Part Two – Origins and Identity, 1706-1729” (with J. R.

Muether) 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 61-62.
— “Why Machen Hired Van Til.” (with J. R. Muether) 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 65-68. 

 
HAVERLAND, John. 

— “Theonomy: What Have We Learned?” 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 28-34. 

HILBELINK, John R. 
— “Bringing Our Children to Communicant Church Membership.” 11:1 (Jan. 2002): 17-20.
— “A Training Course for Elders and Deacons [part 1].” 2:1 (Jan. 1993): 3-15. 
— “A Training Course for Elders and Deacons [part 2].” 2:2 (Apr. 1993): 27-37. 

 
HUR, Soon Gil. 

— “Women in Office: Especially About ‘Deaconesses’.” 7:4 (Oct. 1998): 75-77. 
— “Women in Office: Especially About ‘Deaconesses’.” 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 2-7. 

 
IRONS, Lee. 

— “The Framework Interpretation: An Exegetical Summary.” 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 7-11.

ISBELL, Sherman. 
— Review of Order in the Offices, ed. by Mark R. Brown. 4:4 (Oct. 1995): 93-95. 

JOHNSON, Terry. 
— “Whither the Sabbath?” 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 69-70. 

 
JONES, Douglas. 

— “Moving Beyond ‘Pro-Life’.” 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 37-39. 

JONES, Stuart R.
—  “General Assembly ‘Fatwas.’” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 58-60.

KAMPHUIS, J. 
— “Remarks on Church and Tolerance.” 3:1 (Jan. 1994): 9-16. 



83

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

KERSHNER, Joel C. 
— “Do We Reformed Christians Have Blind Spots?” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 54-55.

KESSLER, William B. 
— “Fencing of the Table.” 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 38-39. 

 
KING, David. 

— “About Children in the Worship Services of the Church.” 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 21-22. 
— “Thoughts on the Plusses and Pitfalls of Using the Web for Mutual Ministry.” 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 13-15. 

 
KINGSBURY, Matthew W. 

— “All Ecclesiology is Local.” 11:3 (Jul. 2002): 60-61.
— “Biblical Godliness: A Response to Williamson and Ganz on Qualifications for Office.” 10:2 (Apr.

2001): 24-26.

KNIGHT, George W., III. 
— “The Biblical Foundation of the Diaconate.” 5:3 (Jul. 1996): 66-68. 

 
KNODEL, R. E., Jr. 

— “Catechetical Preaching.” 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 16-19. 
— “Why I Love the OPC.” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 48-49.

KRAMER, John. 
— “Some Thoughts on the Preparation of Men for Ministry.” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 94-96. 

 
KREYKES,  Edwin J. 

— “What Ruling Elders Can Do to Promote Better Preaching.” 11:2 (Apr. 2002): 40-42.

KUYPER, Abraham. 
— “The Antithesis Between Symbolism and Revelation.” 2:3 (Jul. 1993): 51-58. 

 
LARSON, Mark James. 

— “A Reformed Perspective on Home Visitation.” 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 37-38. 
 
LETHAM, Robert. 

— “The Freedom and Limits of Christian Reflection.” 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 43-45. 
— “Genesis and Myth.” 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 17-19.

LLOYD-JONES, Martin. 
— “Excerpts from ‘Preaching and Preachers’.” 9:2 (Apr. 2000): 28-29.

 
MAHAFFY, John W. 

— Review of Foundations in Genesis: Genesis 1-11 Today, by Rowland S. Ward. 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 67. 

MCILHENNY, Charles A. 
— “Ministering to Homosexuals in San Francisco.” 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 10-12. 

MCKAY, W. D. J. 
— “The Unity of the Church in the Westminster Tradition – Part 1” 11:3 (Jul. 2002): 46-54. 
— “The Unity of the Church in the Westminster Tradition – Part 2.” 11:4 (Oct. 2002): 82-88.

MEYER, Charlie. 
— “Eldership in the Balance.” 10:2 (Apr. 2001): 31-32.

MUETHER, John R. - (See also under Hart, D. G. )



84

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

— “Confidence in Our Brethren: Creedal Subscription in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.” 5:1 (Jan.
1996): 2-7. 

— “The Story of Old Side Presbyterianism.” 5:3 (Jul. 1996): 50-55. 

MURPHY, Martin. 
— “The Church Growth Movement.” 8:4 (Oct. 1999): 76-77.

NEEDHAM, Robert B. 
— “The ‘Christian Soldier’ and ‘Humble Servant’ Models: A Paradox for Pastors?” 4:3 (Jul. 1995): 62-66. 

 
NOLDER, Brian D. 

— Review of Preaching Christ from the Old Testament, by Sidney Greidanus. 9:2 (Apr. 2000): 45-48.

OSBORNE, Daniel G. 
— “A Personal Testimony.” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 87-88. 

 
PETERSON, Jack J. 

— “Fencing the Lord’s Table.” 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 78-79. 
— “How Do You Run a Session Meeting?” 2:3 (Jul. 1993): 70-72. 

 
PONTIER, Ralph A. 

— “Evangelism in the Local Church.” 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 56-58. 
— Review of Jus Divinum Regiminis Ecclesiastici, ed. by David W. Hall. 5:3 (Jul. 1996): 71-72. 

 
PRIBBLE, Stephen. 

— “Review of Logos Bible Software, Series X – Scholar’s Library V. 1.1a.” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 63-64.

RAMSEY, D. Patrick. 
— “An Outline of Jay Adams’ Preaching With Purpose.” 11:2 (Apr. 2002): 35-39.
— “Prayer Cloths: Superstitious or Spiritual?” 10:4 (Oct. 2001): 85-86.

REYNOLDS, Gregory Edward. 
— “Evolution: The Materialist Juggernaut -- A Christian Challenge.” 7:4 (Oct. 1998): 85-90. 
— “Evolution: The Materialist Juggernaut: A Christian Challenge.” 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 11-15. 
— “Evolution: The Materialist Juggernaut: A Christian Challenge, Part 3.” 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 24-28. 
— “Strange Fire Continues to Burn: Historical Reflections on Modern Revivalism.” 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 55-60. 
— “A Training Program for Elders.” 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 55-58.

 
SALMON, Albert. 

— “Responses to the Editor’s Invitation for Corporate Assessment.” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 56-57.

SAWYER, Jack. 
— “The New Zealand Experiment in Reformed Ecumenicity.” 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 11-16. 
— “Thoughtful Accountability.” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 52-53.

 
SCHMURR, Roger. 

— “Deacons and/or Trustees?” 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 20-22. 
 
SCOTT, James W. 

— “Paul, the Apostle of Gender-Inclusive Translation?” 10:1 (Jan. 2001): 20-22.

SHISHKO, William. 
— “Bible Works for Windows: A Computer Software Review.” 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 47-48. 
— “Book Notes.” 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 22. 
— “Book Notes.” 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 48. 
— “How to Assess a Sermon: A Checklist for Ruling Elders.” 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 43-44.
— “Keeping Current.” 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 30.



85

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

— “Pastor to Pastor: The Minister’s Treasure (Part 1).” 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 20-21. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Minister’s Treasure (Part 2).” 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 46-47. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Minister’s Treasure (Part 3 - If I Had Only Five Commentaries).” 6:3 (Jul. 1997):

69-70. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Minister’s Treasure (Part 4 - About Pastoral Theology).” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 85-86. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 1).” 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 38-40. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 2).” 7:3 (Jul. 1998): 58-60. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 3).” 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 16-18. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 4).” 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 47-48. 
— “Pastor to Pastor: The Riches of Spurgeon (pt. 5).” 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 50-51.
— “Reflections on a Long-Term Pastorate.” 12:1 (Jan. 2003): 7-10.
— “Reforming the Diaconate, Part 1.” 1:2 (Apr. 1992): 43-45. 
— “Reforming the Diaconate, Part 2.” 1:3 (Sep. 1992): 63-66. 
— “Reforming the Diaconate, Part 3.” 2:1 (Jan. 1993): 16-18. 
— “Restricted Communion in One OPC Congregation.” 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 76-77. 
— “A Training Program for Deacons.” 9:3 (Jul. 2000): 62-70.
— “A Training Program for Elders.” 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 55-58
— Review of An Earnest Ministry, The Want of the Times, by John Angell James. 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 72. 
— Review of The C. H. Spurgeon Collection (on CD ROM). 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 68. 
— Review of “The Imperative of Preaching,” by John Carrick. 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 65-66.
— Review of The Stain that Stays, by John H. Armstrong. 10:2 (Apr. 2001): 40-41.
— Review of “The Word is Worth A Thousand Pictures,” by Gregory Edward Reynolds. 12:2 (Apr. 2003):

41-42.
 
SITTEMA, John R. 

— “Some Thoughts on Term Eldership.” 10:2 (Apr. 2001): 35-37.
— “Specific Help for Elder Visiting.” 5:2 (Apr. 1996): 28-30. 

 
SMITH, Geoffrey. 

— “Discipline is Not a Dirty Word.” 2:1 (Jan. 1993): 23. 
 
SPURGEON, Charles H. 

— “The Kind of Revival Wanted By the Church.” 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 43-46. 
— “Politics and the Separation of State from Religion.” 5:1 (Jan. 1996): 14-15. 

 
STAZEN, Peter II.

— “Family Matters.” 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 59-63. 
— “Feedback.” 3:1 (Jan. 1994): 22. 
— “Unbiblical Erasures.” 4:3 (Jul. 1995): 67-70. 

 
STURLAUGSON, Stephen. 

— Review of “Acts”, by Larry Woiwode. 2:4 (Oct. 1993): 96. 
 
TOMLINSON, Allen C. 

— “The Decretal Problem of Hyper-Calvinism.” 11:1 (Jan. 2002): 21-22.

TRICE, Nathan. 
— “Ingredients of a Meaningful and Successful Internship Program.” 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 28-30. 
— “The Ingredients of a Successful Oversight Program.” 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 46-50.

 
TRIECK, Paul. 

— “Whatever . . . ” 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 31.

TYSON, Thomas E.  
— “The Ministerial Training Institute of the OPC.” 10:2 (Apr. 2001): 42.
— “Taking Action in Time.” 1:1 (Jan. 1992): 3-4. 



86

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

— “Who’s Doing It?” 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 46-48. 
 
VAN DAM, C. 

— “Some Old Testament Roots and Their Continuing Significance.” 1:1 (Jan. 1992): 14-21. 

VAN LUIK, M.H. 
— “Addictions.” 11:4 (Oct. 2002): 67-72.

VAN TIL, Cornelius.
— “A Letter from Cornelius Van Til to Francis Schaeffer.” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 77-80. 
— “Van Til on the Reorganization of Princeton.” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 75-76. 

 
VANDERPYL, Dick G.

— “Elder to Elder: How Important is Faithful Family Visitation?” 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 32-35. 
 
VISSCHER, James. 

— “Challenges in Preaching.” 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 43-46. 
 
VOS, J. G. 

— “A Call to Reformation.” 10:4 (Oct. 2001): 82-84.
— “Diseases of Church Government.” 2:4 (Oct. 1993): 91-95. 
— “Roadblocks Limiting Church Effectiveness – Part 1.” 9:3 (Jul. 2000): 55-61.
— “Roadblocks Limiting Church Effectiveness – Part 2.” 9:4 (Oct. 2000): 77-83.
— “Roadblocks Limiting Church Effectiveness – Part 3.” 10:1 (Jan. 2001): 2-9.
— “The Use and Abuse of Church History.” 5:2 (Apr. 1996): 39-41. 

VOSTEEN, J. Peter. 
— “Helping Covenant Children Make Profession of Faith.” 11:1 (Jan. 2002): 15-16.

 
WALLACE, Peter J. 

— “The Case for More Presbytery Consultation.” 6: 4 (Oct. 1997): 89-90. 
— “The Presbytery’s Role in Shepherding Pastors.” 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 59-61. 

 
WARFIELD, Benjamin B. 

— “True Church Unity: What It Is.” 11:3 (Jul. 2002): 56-59.

WATKINS, Eric B. 
— “Where Have the Children Gone? A Reflection Upon OPC Identity and a Postmodern Generation.” 12:3

(Jul. 2003): 50-51.

WHITE, R. Fowler. 
— “The Concept of ‘Authoritative Teaching’ and the Role of Women in Congregational Worship.” 10:1

(Jan. 2001): 10-13.

WILLIAMSON, G. I. 
— “About Letters of Attestation.” 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 91-94. 
— “Corporate Responsibility: What It Is and Why It Is Important.” 5:1 (Jan. 1996): 10-13. 
— “Editorial (on Canadian Reformed Churches).” 3:1 (Jan. 1994): 1-2. 
— “Editorial [on Church Discipline].” 2:2 (Apr. 1993): 25-26. 
— “Editorial [on Lord’s Supper].” 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 73-74. 
— “Editorial [on Preaching].” 1:2 (Apr. 1992): 25-26. 
— “Editorial [on Preaching].” 2:4 (Oct. 1993): 73-74. 
— “Editorial [on Presbyterian Polity].” 4:2 (Apr. 1995): 25-26. 
— “Editorial [on Reformed Churches of New Zealand].” 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 1-2. 
— “Editorial [on Subscription Vows].” 1:3 (Sep. 1992): 49-50. 
— “Editorial [on Women Deacons].” 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 49-50. 
— “Editorial [on Worship].” 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 25-26. 



87

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)

Ordained Servant — Vol. 12, No. 4

— “Feedback.” 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 72. 
— “Have We Gone Too Far?” 10:1 (Jan. 2001): 17.
— “How to Get Started.” 1:1 (Jan. 1992): 5-7. 
— “Introducing Ordained Servant.” 1:1 (Jan. 1992): 1-2. 
— “Is Gambling a Sin?” 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 52-53. 
— “A Life and Death Matter.” 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 39- 41. 
— “A Look at the Biblical Offices.” 1:2 (Apr. 1992): 30-37. 
— “On a More Adequate Fencing of the Lord’s Table.” 3:4 (Oct. 1994): 75-76. 
— “On Being a Confessional Church.” 5:1 (Jan. 1996): 8-9. 
— “On Calling a Pastor.” 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 26-27. 
— “Online Bible: A Review of Software for the Macintosh Computer.” 5:1 (Jan. 1996): 22. 
— “Perennial Pastoral Pitfalls.” 4:4 (Oct. 1995): 82-84. 
— “The Regulative Principle of Worship: A Paper Presented at the 2001 International Conference of Re-

formed Churches.” 10: (Oct. 2001): 67-78.
— “A Response to the Previous Article.” 11:4 (Oct. 2002): 78-79.
— “Resurrecting the Resurrection.” 5:3 (Jul. 1996): 69-70. 
— “Should We Still Use The KJV Today: A Review Article.” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 99. 
— “Some Thoughts on Catechetical Preaching.” 11:2 (Apr. 2002): 43-44.
— “Some Thoughts on Creation.” 9:1 (Jan. 2000): 24-26.
— “Some Thoughts on Preaching.” 3:2 (Apr. 1994): 42-43. 
— “Some Thoughts on the Abortion Issue.” 4:1 (Jan. 1995): 6-8. 
— “The Two- and Three-Office Issue Reconsidered.” 12:1 (Jan. 2003): 5-6.
— “Unlimited Atonement.” 4:3 (Jul. 1995): 71-72. 
— “Using the Septuagint with MacBible.” 4:4 (Oct. 1995): 92. 
— “The Van Til CD-Rom.” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 74. 
— “What (Most) Every Pastor Needs.” 5:2 (Apr. 1996): 26-27. 
— “Which is More Hierarchical: The Reformed or the Presbyterian Form of Church Government?” 8:2

(Mar. 1999): 43- 46. 
— “What is So Special About the OPC?” 12:3 (Jul. 2003): 46-47.
— Review of The Arrogance of the Modern: Historical Theology Held in Contempt, by David W. Hall. 6:3

(Jul. 1997): 63-64.
— Review of Battle to Destroy Truth: Unveiling a Trail of Deception, by Claris Van Kuiken. 6:3 (Jul.

1997): 62-63.
— Review of Beyond Promises: A Biblical Challenge to Promise Keepers, by David Hagopian and Douglas

Wilson. 5:3 (Jul. 1996): 72.
— Review of Commentary on the Shorter Catechism, by Thomas Boston, and Commentary on the Larger

Catechism, by Thomas Ridgeley. 3:1 (Jan. 1994): 24. 
— Review of Crossed Fingers, by Gary North. 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 61-62. 
— Review of Discussions on Church Principles: Popish, Erastian, and Presbyterian, by William Cunning-

ham. 1:3 (Sep. 1992): 72. 
— Review of Divorce and Remarriage, by Cornelis Van Dam. 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 24. 
— Review of The Elder’s Handbook and The Deacon’s Handbook, by Gerard Berghoef and Lester de Kos-

ter. 2:2 (Apr. 1993): 48. 
— Review of The Harmony of the Protestant Confessions, ed. by Peter Hall. 2:1 (Jan. 1993): 24. 
— Review of A Historical and Biblical Examination of Women Deacons, by Brian M. Schwertley. 7:3 (Jul.

1998): 68. 
— Review of History of the Westminster Assembly of Divines, by William Maxwell Hetherington. 1:2 (Apr.

1992): 48. 
— Review of Leading in Worship, ed. by Terry L. Johnson. 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 95. 
— Review of The Liberation: Causes and Consequences, ed. by Cornelis Van Dam. 4:3 (Jul. 1995): 50-53. 
— Review of Power Preaching for Church Growth, by David Egy.  6:3 (Jul. 1997): 62.
— Review of The Practice of Confessional Subscription, ed. by David W. Hall. 5:1 (Jan. 1996): 23. 
— Review of Selected Writings of John Knox, ed. by Kevin Reed. 5:2 (Apr. 1996): 48. 
— Review of The Theological Journal Library, Version 2. 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 67-68. 
— Review of The Westminster Confession for the Church Today, by Rowland S. Ward. 3:1 (Jan. 1994): 24. 
— Review of World-Views in Conflict, by Ronald H. Nash. 2:2 (Apr. 1993): 48. 

 



— “Moving Beyond ‘Pro-Life’.” 6:2 (Apr. 1997): 37-39. 
 
WILSON, Larry. 

— “The Church Christ is Building.” 11:3 (Jul. 2002): 55.
— “A Comparison of Some Historic Reformed Liturgies.” 3:3 (Jul. 1994): 71.
— “‘Especially the Preaching of the Word’.” 9:2 (Apr. 2000): 30-34.
— “Grace and Truth for Life.” 9:4 (Oct. 2000): 89-90.
— “How Many Offices Are There? Practical Concerns.” 1:2 (Apr. 1992): 38. 
— “Indians, Farmers, and Church Officers.” 5:4 (Oct. 1996): 79-80. 
— “Introducing ‘OPC.ORG’.” 4:4 (Oct. 1995): 88-91. 
— “The Lord’s Supper – A Key to Reformation and Revival (A Review  Article).” 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 37-40.
— “Ministry of the Word According to the Westminster Standards.” 12:1 (Jan. 2003): 11-16..
— “A Modest Proposal.” 8:3 (Jul. 1999): 62. 
— “On Revising the OPC Directory for the Public Worship of God.” 12:2 (Apr. 2003): 24-29.
— “A Reader Asks: ‘Was it Appropriate for New Horizons to Advocate the Three-Office View?’” 12:1

(Jan. 2003): 1-4.
— “Rudiments of Preparing an Expository Sermon.” 11:2 (Apr. 2002): 33-34.
— “Suggestions Toward Reflecting and Reinforcing Principles of Biblically Reformed Worship in Our

Church Buildings.” 10:4 (Oct. 2001): 87-88.
— “‘That Offends Me!’” 8:2 (Mar. 1999): 36-38. 
— “What is a Worship Service?” 10:3 (Jul. 2001): 53-54.
— Review of The Westminster Larger Catechism: A Commentary, by Johannes G. Vos. 11:4 (Oct. 2002):

80-81.

WINSLOW, David. 
— “Elder to Elder: Home Visitation and Family Devotions.” 8:1 (Jan. 1999): 19-20. 
— “Elder to Elder: A Sample Sessional Calling Record.” 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 29-31. 
— “Elder to Elder: Start those Home Visits Now!” 7:1 (Jan. 1998): 20-21. 

 
WORRELL, Tim. 

— “Elders in Pastoral Visitation.” 6:3 (Jul. 1997): 71. 
 
ZEKVELD, Harry. 

— Review of Creation and Change, by Douglas F. Kelly. 7:2 (Apr. 1998): 41-43. 
— Review of The Last Things, by Herman Bavinck. 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 81-82. 
— Review of The Necessity of Reforming the Church, by John Calvin. 6:1 (Jan. 1997): 23-24. 

 
ZOZZARO, James A. 

— “Charismatic Presbyterian?” 6:4 (Oct. 1997): 91-93. 
 

Ordained Servant Periodicals
5645 73rd St. SW
Carson, ND 58529

Address Service Requested

Contributors Index • Ordained Servant  • Vol. 1-12 (1992-2003)




