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•
Th~ Calling·'of the Westminster Assembly

By the REV. JOHN MURRAY
Professor of Systematic: Theology at Westminster Theologlc:al Seminary

IT SHOULD be conceded, without
fear of intelligent contradiction,

that the Westminster Confession of
Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechisms
are the finest creedal formulations of
the Christian Faith that the church
of Christ has yet. produced. This is
not to deny that in certain particulars
some other creeds may surpass these
Westminster standards, nor does it
mean that these standards have at­
tained such a degree of perfection that
they could not possibly be improved.
But it does mean that they are the
most perfect creedal exhibitions that
we possess of the .truth revealed in
Holy Scripture,

Many people are familiar with the
Confession and Catechisms and yet
know very little regarding the history
of the Assembly that produced these
documents. A brief summary of the
early part of that history will be pre­
sented in this article.

One of the most important Parlia­
ments that ever existed in England
was what is known as the Long Parlia­
ment. It continued from November,
1640, until it was dissolved by Oliver
Cromwell in 165'" It was this Parlia­
ment that was responsible for the
calling of the Westminster Assembly
of Divines. ,

Shortly after the Long Parliament
began its work, the House of Lords
appointed a committee consisting of
ten bishops and twenty lay peers to
take into consideration all innovations
in the church concerning religion. In
the autumn and winter of 1641 there
was prepared what is known as the
Grand Remonstrance of the House of
Commons. In this remonstrance the
desire was expressed that there should
be "a general Synod of the most grave,
pious, learned and judicious divines
of this island, assisted by some from
foreign parts professing the same reli-

. gion with us, to consider all things
necessary for the peace "and good gov­
ernment of the Church".

In 1642 a declaration of the Parlia-
. ment of England was sent to the

General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland. This declaration contained
a plea for the prevention of civil war.
The answer of the General Assembly

of the Church of Scotland deplored
the tardiness with which the reforma­
tion of religion progressed, and con­
tended that religion is not only the
means of the service of God and the
saving of souls but also "the base and
foundation of kingdomes and estates".
It also reiterated the plea "that in
all his Majestic's dominions there
'might be one Confession of Faith,
one Directory. of Worship, one pub­
like Cateehisme, and one form of Kirk
Government".

On April 19, 1642,the House of
Commons ordered that the names of
divines fit to be consulted with be
presented to the House. In less than
a week this list was completed. It
consisted of two divines from each
county in England, two from each uni­
versity, two from the Channel Islands,
one from each county in Wales, and
four from the city of London.

On May 9th of -this year the bill
for the calling of an assembly of di­
vines was brought- in to the House
of Commons. The House of Lords
slightly amended the bill and fourteen
names were added to the list of di­
vines. By June i st, the bill passed
both Houses of Parliament. But the
King's assent was withheld. Two other
bills met with the same fate. Both
Houses then resorted to the method
of Ordinance by their own authority.
By June 12, .1643, this Ordinance for
the calling of an assembly passed both
Houses. As so much interest and im­
portance .attach to this Ordinance,
part of it should be quoted here. It
reads thus:

Whereas, amongst the infinite blessings
of Almighty God upon this nation, none
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is or can be more dear unto us than the
purity of our religion; and for that, as yet,
many things remain in the Liturgy, Disci­
pline, and Government of the Church.
which do necessarily require a further and
more perfect reformation than as yet' hath
been attained; and whereas it hath been
declared and resolved by the Lords and
Commons assembled in Parliament, that
the present Church-government by arch­
bishops, bishops, their chancellors, 'com­
missaries, deans, deans and chapters, arch­
deacons, and other ecclesiastical officers
depending upon the hierarchy, is, evil, and
justly offensive and burdensome to the
kingdom, a great impediment to reforma­
tion and growth of religion, and very
prejudicial to the state and government of
this kingdom; and that therefore they are
resolved that the same shall be taken away,
and that such a government shall be set­
tled in the Church as may be most agree­
able to God's holy word, and most apt
to procure and preserve the peace of the
Church at home, and nearer agreement
with the Church of Scotland, and other
Reformed Churches abroad; and, for the
better effecting hereof, and for the vindi­
cating and clearing of the doctrine of the
Church of England from all false calum­
nies and aspersions, it' is thought fit and
necessary to call an Assembly of learned,
godly, and judicious Divines,who, together
with some members of both the Houses
of Parliament, are to consult and advise of
such matters and things, touching the
premises, as shall be proposed unto them
by both or either of the Houses of Parlia­
ment, and to give their advice and counsel
therein to both or either of the said
Houses, when, and as often as they shall
be thereunto required.

The Assembly consisted of some
one hundred and fifty members.
Thirty were members of Parliament,
the remainder divines, representing the
chief parties of English Protestants
except that of Archbishop Laud.

The Assembly was called to meet
on July 1, 1643' Two days before
the meeting a royal proclamation was
issued prohibiting the meeting. Not­
withstanding this royal interdict, sixty­
nine of those appointed met. They
convened in Westminster Abbey for
divine. service, and both Houses of
Parliament adjourned for the purpose
of attending the service of worship.
Dr. Twisse, the prolocutor of the As­
sembly, preached. After divine service
the members of the Assembly met in
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the Chapel of Henry VII. The Assem­
bly adjourned until July 6th.

Certain instructions for the conduct
of the Assembly were framed by both
Houses of Parliament in consultation
with certain of the divines. As given
by John Lightfoot, a member of the
Assembly, these read as follows:

, (1.) That two Assessors be joined to
the Prolocutor, to supply his place in case
of absence or infirmity.· , "

(2.) That Scribes be appointed, to set
down all proceedings? and those to be,
Divines, who are not of the Assembly,'
viz. Mr. Henry Robens and Mr. Adomtan
Byfield. .

(3.) Every member, at his first entry
.into the Assembly, shall make serious and
solemn protestation, not to maintain any
thing but what he believes to be truth in
sincerity, when discovered unto him.

(4.) No resolution to be given upon
any question the same day, wherein it is
first propounded.

(s.) What any man undertakes to prove
as necessary, he shall make good out of
Scripture. -

(6.) No man to proceed in any dispute,
after the Prolocutor has enjoined him
silence, unless the Assembly desire he may
goon.

(7,) No man to be .denied to enter his
dissent from the Assembly, and his reasons
for it;·in any point, after it hath been first
debated in the Assembly, and thence (if
the dissenting party desire it ) to be se~t

to the Houses of Parliament by' the As­
sembly, not by any particular man or men,
in a private way, when either House shall
require. , .

(8.) All things agreed on and prepared
for the Parliament, to be openly read and
allowed in the Assembly, and then offered
as the judgment of the Assembly, if the
major part assent. Provided that. the opin­
ion of any persons dissenting,. 'and the
reasons urged for it, be annexed' thereunto,
if the dissenters require it, together with
the solutions, if any, were given to the
Assembly, to these reasons.

When the Assembly met on July
8th, the following protestation was
taken by every member, Lords and
Commons, as well as divines:

"I, A. B. do seriously and solemnly
protest, in the presence of Almighty
God, that in this Assembly, whereof
I am a member, I will not maintain
any thing in matters of doctrine, but
,what I think in my conscience to be
truth; or in point of discipline, but
what I shall conceive to conduce most
to .the glory of God, and the good and
peace of his church". This protesta­
tion; it should be noted, is of the nature
of a solemn oath. It would be well for
all to be animated ~y the spirit that

evoked. its. composition an~ by ~e
determination . that the taking of It
expresses.

In accordance with the provisions
of the Ordinance quoted above, the
Assembly was largely occupied for the
first three months with the revision
of the Thirty Nine Articles of the
Church of England.

One of the most interesting ac­
counts we possess of the actual work
of the Assembly is given us by Robert
Baillie, one of the Scottish commis­
sioners to the Assembly. It is fitting
to close this article with quotation 'of
part of this account. The present
writer hopes that readers will read this
quotation, for it gives us, from the
pen of one admirably fitted to write,
a sample of actual procedure in the
sessions of the Assembly. Under date
of December 7, 1643, Baillie writes:

"On Monday morning we sent to
both Houses of Parliament for a war­
rant for our sitting in the Assemblie.
This was readilie granted, and by Mr.
Hendersone presented to the Pro­
loqutor; who sent out three of their
number to convoy us to the Assem­
blie. Here no mortal man may enter
to see or hear, let be to sitt, without
ane order in wryte from both Houses
of Parliament. When we were brought
in, Dr. Twisse had ane long harangue
for our welcome, after so long and
hazardous a voyage by sea and land,
in so unseasonable a tyme of the year:
When he had ended, we satt doun
in these places which since we have
keeped. The like of that Assemblie I
did never see, and, as we hear say, the
like was never in England, nor any
where is shortlie lyke to be. They did
sit in Henry the 7th's Chappell, in
the place of the Convocation; but
since the weather grew cold, they did
go to Jerusalem chamber, a fair roome
in the Abbey of Westminster, about
the bounds of the Colledge fore-hall,
but wyder. At the one end nearest the
doore, and both sydes are stages of
seats as in the new Assemblie-House
at Edinburgh, but not so high; for
there will be roome but for five or six
score. At the upmost end there is a
chair set on ane frame, a foot from
the earth, for the Mr. Proloqutor Dr.
Twisse. Before it on the ground stands
two chairs for the two Mr. Assessors,
Dr. Burgess and Mr. Whyte. Before
these two chairs, through the length
of the roome, stands a table, at which
sitts the two scribes, Mr. Byfield and
Mr. Roborough.The house is all well

hung, and hes a good fyre, which .is
some dainties at London. Foranent
the table, l;lpon the Proloqutor's right
hand, there are' three or four rankes
of formes. On the lowest we five doe
sit. Upon the other, at our backs, the
members of Parliatnent deputed to the
Assemblie. On the formesforanent us,
on the Proloqutor's left hand, going
from the upper end of the house to
the chimney, and at the other end of
the house, and backsyde of the table,
till it come about to our seats, are
four or five stages of fourmes, where­
upon their divines sitts as they please;
albeit commonlie they' keep the same
place. From the chimney to the door
there is no seats, but a voyd for pas­
sage. The. Lords of the Parliament
uses to sit on chaires, in the voyd,
about the fire.We meet every day of
the week, but Saturday. We sitt com­
monlie from nine to one or two after­
noon. The Proloqutor at the beginning
and end hes a short prayer. The man,
as the world knows, is very.learned in
the questions he hes studied, and very
good, beloved of all, and highlie es­
teemed; but merelie bookish, and not
much, as it seems, acquaint :with
conceived prayer, [and] among the
unfittest of all the company for any
action; so after the prayer he sitts
mute. It was the canny convoyance
of these who guides most matters for
their own interest to plant such a
man of purpose in the chaire. The
one assessour, our good friend, Dr.
Whyte, hes keeped in of the gout
since our coming; the other, Dr. Bur­
gess, a very active and sharpe man,
supplies, so farr as is decent, the Pro­
loqutor's place. Ordinarlie there will
be present above three-score of their
divines. These are .divided in .three
Committees; in one whereof every ,
man isa member. No man is excluded
who pleases to come to any of the
three. Every Committee, as the Parlia­
ment gives order in wryte to take any
purpose to consideration, takes a por­
tion, and in their afternoon meeting
prepares matters for .the Assemblie,
setts doune their minde in distinct
propositions, backs their propositions
with texts of Scripture. After the
prayer, Mr. Byfield the scribe, reads
the proposition and Scriptures, where­
upon the .Assemblie debates in a most
grave and orderlie way. No man is

. called up to speak, bot. who stands
up' of his own accord, he speaks so
long as he will without interruption.
length, but cannot get: it helped; for
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If two or three stand up at once,
then the divines confusedlie calls on
his name whom they desyre to hear
first: On whom the loudest and mani­
est voices calls, he speakes. No man
speaks to any bot to the Proloqutor.
They harangue long and very learn-

.edlie. They studie the questions well
before hand, and prepares their
speeches; but withall the men are
exceeding prompt, and well spoken.
I doe marvell at the very accurate
and extemporall replyes that many of
them usuallie doe make. When, upon
every proposition by itself, and on
everie text of Scripture that is brought
to confirme it, every man who will
hes said his whole minde, and the
replyes, and duplies, and triplies, are
heard; then the most part calls, To the
question. Byfield the scribe rises from
the table, and comes to the Proloqu­
tor's chair, who, from the scribe's
book, reads the proposition, and says,
as many as are in opinion that the
question is well stated in the proposi­
tion, let them say I; when I is heard,
he says, as many as think otherwise,
say No. If the difference of I's and
No's be cleare, as usuallie it is, then
the question is ordered by the scribes,
and they go on to debate the first
Scripture alleadged for proof of the
proposition. If the sound of I and No
be near equall, then sayes the Pro­
loqutor, as many as say I, stand up;
while they stand, the scribe and others
number them in their minde; when
they sitt down, the No's are bidden
stand, and they likewise are numbered.
This way is clear enough, and saves a
great deal of time, which we spend
in reading our catalogue. When a
question is once ordered, there is no
more debate of that matter; but if a
man will vaige, he is quicklie taken
up by Mr. Assessor, or many others,
confusedlie crying, Speak to order, to
order. No man contradicts another
expresslie by name, bot most discreet­
lie speaks to the Proloqutor, and at
most holds on the generall, The Rev­
erend brother, who Iatelie or last
spoke, on this hand, on that syde,
above, or below. I thought meet once
for all to give yow a taste of the out­
ward form of their Assemblie. They
follow the way of their Parliament.
Much of their way is good, and
worthie of our imitation: only their
longsomenesse is wofull at this time,
when their Church and Kingdome lyes
under a most lamentable anarchy and
confusion. They see the hurt of their

being to establish a new Plattforme of
worship and discipline to their Nation
for all time to come, they think they

Jeremiah's Book

SOMETIMES the publication of a
new book is eagerly awaited, but

new books appear on the market every
day, and most volumes would never
be missed should they remain unpub­
lished. We have so very many books­
perhaps too many! It was not so in
former days. We read of Lincoln and
how the two or three books of his
youth were precious beyond descrip­
tion. We think of the great library at
Alexandria and how the destruction
of its priceless store of books robbed
us of the works of many ancient
authors-works which have not been
preserved elsewhere. But think of the
uniqueness of a new book six centuries
before the birth of Christ!

The Book Dictated
When one day the manuscript of a

new book was read in the city of Jeru­
salem, there was much interest and
excitement. It was a book of sermons,
sermons which were intimately related
to the political life and welfare of
Judah, and. which had much to say
about the future fate of the nation.
Like the noble poetry of the' blind
Milton, this book also was the prod­
uct of dictation. A faithful scribe had
penned with all accuracy the words
which fell from the lips of a great
preacher. The scribe was Baruch; the
preacher was Jeremiah.

The value of this book lay 'neither
in its selling power nor in the general
scarcity of books. Like Mein Kampf,
men were to read it because of its
author. But the real author was not
the preacher who dictated the book to
Baruch. The real author was God.
Large portions of the book purported
to be the very words of God. The rest
was set down by the authority of God.
The book was God's message. not
Jeremiah's. Had a dreamer or fanatic
composed the work, it would have
been valueless, but in it the very God
of heaven spoke. For this reason, the
man with a conscience trembled at

cannot be answerable, if solidIie, and
at leisure, they doe not examine every
point thereof."

the recitation of its contents.
The book was written for a purpose.

Judah had long nursed a wickedheart.
This wickedheart caused her to depart
from the worship of the true God. It
led her to seek ungodly, immoral para­
mours, .that is, to .ally herself with
heathen neighbors in both politics and
religion. It constrained her people to
violate God's. commandments with
reckless abandon. Jeremiah's book was
God's way of announcing judgment
upon the nation because of its awful
sin. It was God's way of saying to a
guilty people, "Turn ye, turn ye from
your evil ways; for why will ye die?"
It was God's invitation to sinners to
repent and receive forgiveness at the
hand of the righteous Sovereign of
heaven and earth.

The Book Destroyed
The one man who most needed to

hear the message of this book was
Judah's king, Jehoiakim. He had led
the people into sin; it was for him
to lead them to repentance. He was
the leader; others were but followers.
His throne and kingdom were threat­
ened with doom; it was his duty to
seek clemency and~hus save the con­
demned state. Therefore, God saw to
it that Jeremiah's book was placed in
his hands without delay.

How was it received? With respect?
With tears? With godly sorrow? With
reverent fear? Had Pharaoh a hardened
heart, [ehoiakim's was no less unbend­
ing. Confirmed sinner that he was, he
gave no thought to repentance, but
with carefully calculated wickedness
seized the scroll of prophecy, plunged
his penknife recklessly through it, and
cast it into the fire on the hearth.
Greedy tongues of flame hasted to
lick its edges, gathered themselves to­
gether, and sent up a flare which mo­
mentarily lighted up the dark corners
-of the winter-house. Seconds later,
only curled leaves of ash remained.

Perhaps this was the first time a
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portion of the Scriptures was deliber­
ately destroyed, yet it was not the last.
The Bible bonfires of infidels and
Romanists have lighted every century
of the Christian em. God's Book
which condemns sin and offers the
free gift of a Saviour from sin has
suffered much at the hand of sinners.
Voltaire thought to destroy it from
the face of the earth and in so doing
to bring to an end the sect of Chris­
tians. England's skies, which .during

. the present war have burned red from
bombed cities, once burned red from
incendiary piles fed by the leaves of
God's Book. Thus have men despised
God's offer of mercy, rebelled at the
accusation of sin and committed sacri­
lege against the Book wherein is found
the way of forgiveness and life ever­
lasting.

The Book Rewritten
If King Jehoiakim thought that

God's Word could be so easily de­
stroyed, he was badly mistaken.
Neither the human author nor the
faithful scribe was allowed to fall into
his hands. As they had once yielded
themselves to be instruments of God,
so they performed the same service
again. The lips which had dictated the
scroll burned by the king spoke again
the same words and added many there­
unto. The hand which had guided the
pen across the original scroll was faith­
ful ina like task. The book of the
prophet was rewritten and enlarged.

Jehoiakim died, as Jeremiah had
said he would. Unrepentant Judah
went into captivity, as Jeremiah had
prophesied. Seventy years elapsed, and
a faithful remnant returned to the
Jewish homeland, as Jeremiah had
promised. In the fullness of time, the
Righteous Branch came from the root
of Jesse, even as Jeremiah had de­
scribed. The New Covenant an­
nounced by the prophet was written
upon the hearts of God's people..

What was the fate of the inspired
book during this time? Were the
prophecies fulfilled while the. book it­
self perished? Not so! Greek transla­
tions of the book became somewhat
distorted, but the trne text in the
original Hebrew tongue was preserved
in remarkable fashion. Is it not writ­
ten, "Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass
away"? Other books have been lost in
the dust of the ages; Jeremiah's book
was not lost, for it was God's book, a
very real part of the Book of books,

and the providential care of God kept
it safe through the years.

In the year 1800 in Manchester,
England, a man guilty of burning the
Bible lay on his deathbed, refusing to
hear the Scriptures read, refusing to
pray. His plight was terrible indeed
and was mirrored in the hopeless con­
fession which he uttered as well as in
the curses. which poured from his
mouth. My friends, I have no fear
that you will go out and bum the
Bible. I do not think YQU would be
guilty of boasting ability to rid the
world of the Bible as did Voltaire. But
I am just a little afraid that perhaps
some of you, or others like you, will,
as did King Jehoiakim, pay little heed
to what God's Bbok has to say about
your sin and your need for repentance.

You do not have to bum the Bible
to come into condemnation, although
that would add to your guilt. All you
have to do is to be indifferent to the
warning and invitation of the Word.
And that is such an easy thing to do!
God's Book says that you have sinned.
It says that the unrepentant sinner
shall go away into everlasting punish­
ment. It says that "God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life", Yes, it urges upon you the ne­
cessity of committing yourself to
Christ as your Saviour and Lord. If
you do not tum from sin to Christ,
you might just as well bum the Book
which offers you pardon and life. But
do not this great folly! Tum, and be­
lieve, and receive-for salvation is the
free gift of God.

A Missionary Looks at a
World at War

(Concluded From Page 18)

the issue. The issue is not, Is the
United States in danger of invasion?
That indeed is a serious question, and
if we were convinced that the danger
of attack by a foreign power were real
and imminent, then we would have

. to face the necessity of self-defense
(though perhaps that motive for war­
fare ought to be classed as one of the
lowest of motives, apart from the de­
sire for national aggrandizement by
aggression). But that is not the real
issue in this war.

No, the issue we have to face is a
clear-cut, plain, simple moral issue­
a case of right and wrong.
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In The Reader's Digest for May..
1941, there is an article by Brooks
Atkinson, condensed from The Na­
tion, that all Americans would do well
to read. It is entitled "The Forgotten
Moral Issue". A quotation may give
the gist of the argument:

In the superficial worlds of politics and
economics we can easily confuse each
other about nearly all the current issues-­
whether economic necessity forces Japan
to dominate the East, whether Germany
should draw boundaries according to racial
strength, whether it is shrewd for the
United States to give all possible aid to
Britain or whether it would be smart to
walk softly and appease Hitler's temper.

But the moral fest is not open to argu­
ment. Even in this headlong world we
can find a solid place on which' to stand
if we ask what is right and wrong in
human conduct. In the simplest moral
terms-it was wrong for Japan to grab
Manchukuo, to spread like a scourge
through China; wrong for Italy to ravage
Ethiopia, to conspire with Germany against
the legitimate government of Spain; wrong
for .'Germany to invade Austria, Czecho­
slovakia, Poland and other countries; wrong
for Russia to engulf the Baltic states, to
crush the independence of the Finns.

Of course, no nation, our own in­
cluded, has hands that are clean from
acts of aggression. But to condone,
because of our national sins in the
past, the sins of other nations in the
present and to allow them to continue
unhindered in the perpetration of
hideous crimes against weaker nations,
is not the way to atone for our own
past wrongdoings.. Rather let us con­
fess our own nation's sin, repent of it
and ask God to forgive us and make
us strong to do the right today. In the
past no nation has been guiltless, and
France and Great Britain and her allies
are suffering terrific chastisement at
the hand of God today. America will
not escape. But in the present war,
the guilt is clear. Even with Red, god-
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less Russia fighting on the side of the
democracies, the main issue _is un­
changed. The Axis powers are the
aggressors. The issue at stake is a moral
issue. There is a right and a wrong
side-and we know which is the right!

Must America Take Sides?
Must America face this moral issue?

Must she declare herself, take sides in
this war?

Here we find our two attitudes com­
ing out again, as in religious matters:
All true Americans claim to hate des­
potism, plunder, aggressive acts ~gainst

innocent peoples, the persecution of
minorities and the murder of innocent
civilians. All true Americans hate war.
I believe that as a class our representa­
tives in governmental positions and in
big business hate war as do the people
as a whole. Americans desire peace
With all their hearts. But some think
peace too important to risk its loss
by attempting to rIght wrong. Some
think we can close our eyes and shut
our ears and keep out the cry of rav­
ished truth and righteousness.

Others of us believe that right is
not only worth fighting for, but must
be fought for ifwe are to remain moral
beings at all. Are we not our brother's
keeper? And can we, as a Christian
nation, pass by on the other side?

It is the policy of compromise with
wrong, appeasement of unrighteous­
ness, apathy toward suffering that has
led to the present world conflict.
Ethiopia need not have been sacrificed
to the greed of Fascism, had Christian
democracies done their duty and taken
a firm stand on the sanctity of treaties.
Manchukuo need not have been the
prize of Japan to whet her appetite for

the rest of the Orient, Great nations
stood silent, or secretly bargained with
the international brigands, while these
acts of aggression were committed .
Treaties were -broken, obligations ig­
nored, promises unfulfilled in the hope
that nations with wicked aspirations
might have their territorial appetites
satisfied without upsetting the peace
of Europe.!

What are we going to do about it,
'now that lawless aggression has grown
to such proportions? Allow me to
quote again from the, article in The
Reader's Digest referred to above: '

Some people feel that we Americans can
escape moral responsibility by averting our
eyes from the ashes at innocent people's
homes and by stoppirig our ears against
the roar of battle. But a moral man does
not bargain with thugs and murderers for
his personal safety. (Incidentally, it does
him no good.) The man of moral integ­
rity, when his brothers are starved, tor­
tured and killed, does not consider the
personal consequences of what he saysand
does. Whatever violatesthe code by which
he lives is his business and he dedicates
himself to correcting it.

A negotiated peace at this stage can
be only a peace based on unrighteous­
ness. And what would a Nazi-Fascist­
dictator victory in Europe mean for
the world? Economically and politi­
cally it would mean slavery for a large
part of Europe and Africa and the
Orient. There would be almost a total
eclipse of freedom and justice in those
parts. Morally and religiously it would
mean degradation worse than primi­
tive paganism, because it would be
educated, "enlightened" paganism.
There would be a total eclipse, not of
Christianity-for that would still per­
sist in men's hearts-but of Christian
missions, for many years to come.

The Christian's Duty
What, then, must the Christian do?

He must confess his own and the
nation's sins. He must call his nation
to repentance. He must pray for vic­
tory for the right.

But he must also act for the defense
of right. How he must act I may not
be wise enough to say. But let us not
be too timid or too slow or too round­
about in our methods of giving all
necessary aid to the forces which are
fighting on the side we know is right.

1 See Mussoliui's Roman Empire, by
G. T. Garratt, pp. 18, 19 and 57-73.
Penguin Books Limited, Harmondsworth,
Middlesex, England.

And let us not as a nation use methods
that are _dishonest and unprincipled
and that lead to evasion of our coun­
try's law. We cannot, in national or
international affairs any more than in
personal and church matters, "do evil
that good may come" withoutsincur­
ring the condemnation of a: holy God.
In this age when undeclared war is
the customary thing, England at least
had the courage to declare war on
Germany before she engaged in battle,
against her. In whatever we as a na­
tion may find it necessary to do atthis
critical time, let us be straightforward
and upright before God and the world;
and let our rulers be-honest with the
people of our country. ,

Above all.jhe Christian must recog-.
nize God's hand in all the world's
affairs-.. He must not despair of even­
tual victory for the right. He must not
put his confidence in carnal weapons
but, like David with his five' smooth
stones and his sling, come to the giant
defier of Israel's God in the name of
Jehovah of Hosts.

The Maginot line may have crum­
bled, the Houses of Parliament may
be leveled, even Gibraltar may yet be
hurled into the sea. But there will still
be the things which are not shaken
when tliis war comes to an end. There
will still be justice and truth and love
and mercy. There will still be God and
the Kingdom of Heaven. And should
we live to see "the coming of the day
of God, by reason of which the heav­
ens being on fire shall be dissolved
and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat", yet "according to his
promise, we look for new -heavens and
a new earth, wherein .dwelleth right-

" . ~eousness.
I want to close with the words of

a Psalm that was a strength to us
during the, short reign of terror in,
Ethiopia's capital, May 2-5, 1936:

"God is our refuge and strength,
A very present help in trouble. ,
Therefore will we not fear, though the

earth do change,
And though the mountains be shaken

into the heart of the seas;
Though the waters therof roar and be

troubled,
Though the mountains tremble with

the swelling thereof....
The nations raged, the kingdoms were

moved:
He 'uttered his voice, the' earth melted.
Jehovah of hosts is' with us,
The God of Jacob is our refuge."
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Presbytery of New York
and Mew England

PLANS for summer evangelistic
. work under the auspices of the
newly constituted Home Missions
Committee of the Presbytery of New
York and New England are being
forwarded by survey work now being
conducted by the Rev; Lawrence R.
Eyres, the executive secretary of the
committee.

At. the initial meeting of the com­
mittee in Albany, New York, the Rev.
Charles E. Stanton was invited to
serve as a missionary in Cornville,
Maine, and vicinity. Chairman of the
committee is the Rev. John J. De­
Waard, and Mr. Eyres was elected
treasurer. The executive committee is
also charged with. the alignment of
funds for the appointment of regularly
ordained evangelists. Other members
of the committee are the Rev. John H.
Skilton, the. Rev. John Murray and the
Rev. Dean W. Adair.

Franklin Square Church, Franklin
Square, L. I.: Three new communi­
cant members were received into the
church at the [anuary communion.
service. New hymnals now in use by
the congregation are a gift of the
Machen League. . . . Scripture mem­
orization is stimulated in the Sunday
school by a "Know Your Bible
League". Bibles are to be awarded at
Easter to those completing the as­
signed work. Identifying pins mark
students participating.

calvary Church; Schenectady: At­
tractively mimeographed church bulle­
tins each week have proven a welcome
addition to the services.... On New
Year's Eve a special service of praise
and prayer was held in the church, fol­
lowed by a time of social fellowship,
and the old year was closed and the
new begun with a season of prayer. A
'number of the youn~ men of the
church were home from the army and
from college during Christmas vaea­
tion.... The Home Evangel is being
distributed from door to door by the
young people. On the Tuesday eve­
ning before Christmas they sang carols
at the hospital and in the neighbor­
hood of the church.

New Arrival: Audrey Ella Stanton,
second child and second daughter of

the Rev. and Mrs. Charles E. Stanton
of St. Albans, Maine, is a happy addi­
tion to the presbytery's roll of cove­
nant children.

Presbytery of Philadelphia

CALVARY Church, Middletown:
The Rev. Edward L. Kellogg reo

ports the organization of. a special
Bible class being conducted in the
homes for adults who professed faith
in Christ during the recent evangelis­
tic services. The Rev. J. Marcellus Kik,
pastor of a Canadian Presbyterian
church in Montreal, was the preacher
at the evangelistic services. Sabbath
school attendance has been increased
by- an influx of children from a nearby
defense housing project in which four .
hundred and fifty families are settling..

Calvary Church, Willow Grove:
Safe after Pearl Harbor is Calvary
member Earl Frankenfield, according
to reports received. . . . Continued
growth of the church brought at­
tendance on Christmas Sunday to a
total of more than eight hundred. Giv­
ing for the month of December ex­
ceeded $1200.

Covenant Church, Pittsburgh:
Transplanting of the major portion of
the mission Sunday school children to
the church Sunday school has been
accomplished, according to the Rev.
Calvin K. Cummings. An afternoon
session of the Sunday school has been
made necessary, to accomodate the
children.

Gethsernane Church, Philadelphia:
Three persons united with the church
during December, one on confession.
of faith, one on reaffirmation, and one
by letter.... The Rev.R. Moody
Holmes, former pastor, occupied the
pulpit recently. . . . Mr. Donald
Habeckerand Miss Alice Sinclair were
united in marriage on January 17th.
Both are 'active in the young people's
work of the church and in the Phila-
delphia area; .

Faith Church, Harrisville: The con­
gregation met for a prayer service dur­
ing the last hour of the old year and
for another similar service on New
Year's Day in response to the Presi­
dent's proclamation. The church's
fifth birthday will be celebrated on
January 30th with a congregational
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dinner at which the Rev. Richard B.
Gaffin winbe the guest speaker.

NeWHope Church, Branchton: The
members of this church are joining
with those of the church in Harrisville
in a program' of united prayer based
upon a monthly calendar similar to
that used by the Westminster Church
of Bend, Oregon; Both congregations
have also joined ina schedule of Bible.
reading .based on the international
Sunday school lesson topics each week.
... A substantial offering for the mis­
sions committees was received at the
Christmas program on December
23rd. . .

The presbytery met on January 6th
at Mediator Chapel, Philadelphia, for
the ordination of Mr. Richard, B.
Gaffin, Orthodox Presbyterian mis-

MOney for Your Treasury
0veI' 1,500,...

IQFLOWD DII.·C...,.I
were sold in 1940 by members of Sunday
schools, LadieS' Aids, Young People's
Group." etc. Finest quality cloths. They
enable you to earn money for your treae­
ury, and make friends for your organi·
zation.

SalDpl. Fr.. te Ollrial
~.n MDt-Eat. 1915­

CohlleS; N. T.

These days that try men's IOuls are
wr~ng havoc among the young'
people! Give yOUT Sunday SChool the
strengthening influence of Standard
True-to-the~BibleLessons-keep
bright their faith in God. Right today
decide on Standard LessOlll fOT the
coming year. Make your 'Sunday·
School a vital force for good I

MAIL THIS COUPONN8W
THE StANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY
Cincinnati, Obi.<>, Dept. PG-I

Please send me Prospectus, s.mp1ee and_
Catalo~.
Name _

Addreoa~---------
CburcCl1hL- _

Name Department in which you are Inte(flted

Number In .School _
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Presbytery of California

W ESTMIN STER Church, Bend,
Oregon: Cottage prayer meetings

for the first week of January followed
up the special prayer service on the
National Day of Prayer, January i st.

First Cbuxca; Long Beach: During
the Christmas holidays Mr. Malcolm
Watson, Mr. Louis Knowles, and
Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse were guest
speakers. Thirteen delegates attended
the Machen League conference at
Wrightswood. The Rev. Henry W ..
Coray, former missionary to Manchu­
kuo, is the stated supply of the church.

The Southern California chapters of
the Machen League held a three-day
Bible conference at Acorn Lodge,
Wrightswood, from December 29th to
31St. Classes were held in the morn­
ings and evenings, and the eighth
chapter of Romans was given in­
tensive study. Dr. Stonehouse of
Westminster Seminary was one of the
speakers. Winter sports featured the
afternoon program. Over forty dele­
gates attended and about ten publicly
professed faith in Christ during the
sessions of the conference.

Vital Statistics: Born to the Rev.
and Mrs. Russell D. Piper on Decem­
ber 14th, a son, John Jacob.

Presbytery of Wisconsin

CALVAR Y Church, Cedar Grove:
On the Sunday after Christmas

Mr. W. Peter Katt, a senior at West­
minster Seminary, was guest preacher
at the evening service.

Additions to the membership of
Bethel Church, Oostburg, in a closing
service of 1941, included two mem­
bers on confession of faith, one by
letter, and tWQ baptized infants, one
of whom was the fourth child of the
Rev. and Mrs. Oscar Holkeboer, Jean
Margaret, born December 3, 1941.
New Year's Day saw the induction of
two new elders: Mr. Audley Holle and
Mr. Harry Weakamp, The new manse
is expected to reach completion about
March first.

Presbytery of New Jersey

FAITH Church, Pittsgrove: Dr.
Gordon H. Clark, associate profes­

sor of philosophy at Wheaton Col- ~

lege, was the year-end speaker in the
evening service in Pittsgrove's new
church building.... The Rev. Edward
B. Cooper, pastor, reports increased
missionary interest in connection with
a recent visit to the church by the
Rev. Richard B. Gaffin.

sionary to China who is now in this
country onfurlough. Presiding was the
Rev. Theodore J. Jansma, moderator
of the presbytery. The Rev. Professor
R. B. Kuiper preached the sermon, the
Rev. Professor Edward J. Young read
the Scriptures and Dr. Robert Strong
offered prayer. The prayer of ordina­
tion was offered by Dr. Cornelius Van
Til, and the Rev. James W. Price de­
livered the charge to -the evangelist.
Mr. Gaffin pronounced the benedic­
tion.

Mr. Gaffin was. sent to China as a
missionary by the Independent Board
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions,
prior to the formation of The Ortho­
dox Presbyterian Church and after it
had become clear that Bible-believing
Christians could not be ordained by
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
His ordination as an evangelist at this
time sets him apart officially for the
task which he has been courageously
and energetically pursuing for many

• years.

Presbytery of the Dakotas

CALVARY Church, Volga, S. D.:
Less than one-fourth remains to

be paid in the church's building fund,
according to the Rev. Charles L.
Shook, pastor. Over $8000 has been
given by the congregation since the
fall of 1937.... The pastor conducted
a Bible conference recently in the
First Baptist Church of Brookings,
S.D.

Aurora Church, Aurora, Nebraska:
Early this month a special service of
sonz chalk talk and object lessons was
pre~nted by Professor Clarence Mills.
. . . The League of Evangelical Stu­
dents from the University of Nebraska
conducted an evening service recently
while the pastor was at Bridgewater,
S. D., for two weeks of special meet­
ings.

Faith Church, Wilton, N. D.: The
Rev. C. A. Balcom reports that the
past year was the best in all ways­
finances, attendance, Bible schools.
evangelistic meetings, and missions.
Christmas services in each of Mr.
Balcom's three fields were well-at­
tended and at Wilton the number of
those attending was close to overflow­
ing.

At the Hope Church of Baldwin
three pupils each received a gift of a
Bible for perfect attendance and at the
Love Ch urch of Rock Hill, a country
point, there has been marked progress
and encouraging results.
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Plan NON! to Attend the

BANQUET AND RAUY
of the Machen League

of Philadelphia Preshyteey

Saturday, January 31st, at

Eastlake Church
. 27th and Market Streets

Wilmington, Del.
4 P.M.-Rev. E. Lynne Wade
6 P.M.-Banquet (Reservations,

SOc each)
Speaker, Dr. Rohert Strong

Reservations for the banquet may be
secured from your local Machen
League. All members are urged to
make their plans. now to attend these

, important meetings.

STEADY INCOME
-1ll!4Jetacate
Wheaton College Life An.
nuity banishes worry and
provides you (and survivor)

an assured income for life. Explan­
atory booklet, "Pleasant Tomor­
rows," free. Write today.

A Life Income from
A Living Investment

Life's crowning joy is help­
ing others. Here is a way
to make your own future
securewhile helpingworthv
young folks get a Christian
ed ucation.Wheaton stands
for the hisroric Christian
faith and ira studenra are
active in spreading the
Gospel, Hundreds of its
graduates are missionaries.
While helping prepare
young people for CIJristian
leadership. your Wheaton
Annuity gives you steady.
generous income, reduces
taxes. avoids loss, saves ex.. Wheaton Students in
pense and Itrigatlon, Fireside "Sing"

Mail Coupon lor Free Boolc-
'-Pleasant Tomorrows" fully
describing the advantages of
WHEATON Annuities sent.-COLLE6E

Wheaton, Illinois Dept. PG-12

I MR. GEORGE V. KIRK, Vice-Pres.
I Wheaton College, Wheaton, 111.. Dept. PG-12

Without obligation. please send me "Pleasant
I Tomorrows" ~ivin(; life-Income plan.
I

I NameCMibSMr. Mrs.)
I Address _

I 0" State' _
JJ Your birth date If sU",ivor-bi,:h date_·-


