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Meditation

Divorce

“I hate putting away, saith the Lord,
the God of Israel” MavLacHl 2:16,

When people marry they promise to
keep their union sacred and to con-
tinue their new relationship to the end
of their days on earth. “As long as we
both shall live,” or “till death us do
part,” are familiar words in this con-
nection. And we all remember the
words of solemn warning commonly
quoted from the Scriptures at wed-
dings, “What God hath joined to-
gether, let not man put asunder.”

All this should remind us that mar-
riage is a serious matter. It should not
be entered into hurriedly or carelessly,
because it is the intention of God that
all who come to this experience should
do so with the heart-felt determination
to make a go of it with his blessing,
and to strive with all that is in them to
guard the union against every destruc-
tive influence. We are bound to re-
member always that what God in-
tended when he created the world is
what marriage is to be. And only by
his authority is any union once law-
fully established ever again to be dis-
solved.

There are sincere people quite ready
to deny that it is ever proper to termi-
nate a marriage with God’s approval.
In their estimation, anyone who does
secure a divorce is at once permanently
disqualified from the ranks of the
honorable.

But though the sincerity of such
people may not be questionable, their
contention is not for that reason to be
respected. People are sometimes sin-
cerely wrong. In this case they are
wrong, even if sincere. And error is
never a credit to any -one, nor can it be
a blessing to the world. Since our
Lord set his approval upon atieast one
exception in his general condemnation
of divorce, it is the part of wisdom and
of true piety to accept his teaching. To
try to improve upon his doctrine is
folly, however much such attempts may
seek to justify themselves by arguments
from expediency. The law of the Lord
alone brings blessing and freedom.
And his law alone, without our at-
tempted improvements, can provide the

answers that are sometimes needed for
the complicated problems that arise in
a world threshing about in the mud.
Our supposed improvements only add
sorrows in the end—if not right from
the beginning—whatever their show of
piety.

Immorality is pronounced by our
Lord a just ground for divorce (Mat-
thew 19:9). Not that he demands that
the step always be taken. But he
authorizes it. Unfaithfulness of this
kind hits at the very heart of the mar-
riage union. It is of the very essence
of that relationship that the two per-
sons thus united should keep them-
selves strictly to each other in every-
thing that is distinctive in marriage,
and particularly so in the matter of
sex. When the sanctity of this relation-
ship is violated, there is no moral obli-
gation upon the innocent party to con-
tinue the relationship, though love may
often prompt another try sometimes.

In I Corinthians 7:10-11, Paul deals
with this question too. But he handles
it much as do Mark and Luke without
mentioning the exception. Apparently
they considered the exception spoken of
by our Lord as beyond question, and
felt no need to mention it. But in the
verses following the Apostle touches
upon a point which he says our Lord
never dealt with in his earthly ministry
(verse 12). A Christian is not to con-
sider himself bound when deserted by
an unbelieving partner in marriage
(verse 15). Since to be bound means
to be married and subject to the obliga-
tions of that relationship (Romans 7:2,
I Corinthians %:39), to be not bound
must mean to be free from these obli-
gations.

It is therefore very uncharitable to
place a stigma upon anyone merely be-
cause he is divorced. It is important
to know for what cause he is divorced.
Until the cause is known there should
be no hurry to condemn.

But if two grievances justify divorce
morally, there are but two only and no
more supported: by the Word of God.
How different the popular idea! Di-
vorce has become so common that even
the wise of this world are worried.
And it has become common because it
has been greatly simplified. And some
seem to enjoy the journey between the
Justice of the Peace and the divorce

court so much that they ride the merry-
go-round again, — and again, — and
again, — and again—till everyone look-
ing on turns green! And it is all very
legal, because our legislators have made
it so. But it is all thoroughly immoral!
It is an adulterous mess! It stands con-
demned by the eternal God who de-
clares from heaven, “I hate putting
away.”

Henry P. Tavares

Seminary Trustees
Hold Fall Meeting

THE regular semi-annual meeting of
the Board of Trusteces of Westmin-
ster Theological Seminary was held at
the Seminary October 27.

Two new Trustees were elected to
fill vacancies that had existed on the
Board for some time. They are the
Rev. William Vander Haak, pastor of
the Christian Reformed Church of
Midland Park, N. J., and Dr. Samuel
B. McPheeters, a Southern Presbyterian
layman of Goldsboro, N. C. Dr. Mc-
Pheeters is a prominent physician, and
has been a friend of the Seminary for
many years. Dr. Vander Haak deliv-
ered the address at the opening exer-
cises of the Seminary in September.

The Board made preliminary plans
for observing the 25th anniversary of
the Seminary, in 1954. Since one of
the most pressing needs of the Semi-
nary is apartment space for married
students, the Board appointed a com-
mittee with power to proceed with the
erection of apartment units, provided
funds can bz secured as Silver Anni-
versary gifts. Ten or twelve such units
are envisioned, at a probable cost of
something over $5,000 per unit.

A report concerning the finances of
the Seminary indicated that about $35,-
ooo will be needed by March 31st, to
balance the budget for the current year.
Contributions during the similar period
a year ago were $29,000.

Minutes Ready

HE Minutes of the 1953 General

Assembly of the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church may be secured from the
Committee on Home Missions, 728
Schaff Building, Phila. 2, Pa. Price is
$1.50.

The Preshyterian Guardian is published monthly by the Preshyterian Guaruran Publishing Corporation, 728 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadeiphia 2. Pa.. at the
following rates. payahle in advance for either uld or new subscribers in any part of the world. postage prepaid: $2.00 per year; $1.00 for five months; 20c per single
copy. Entered as second class matter March 4, 1937, at the Post Office at Philadelphia, under the Act of March 3, 1879.
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The Word of God

Adistinguished-looking, turbaned gentleman repre-

sented the more than 200 million people of India
at a meeting of the World Peace Commission in the
early 1920s. Another delegate noticed that this Indian
gentleman had a habit of fingering a string of beads
around his neck, and moving his lips inaudibly. He
sought an introduction and asked the Indian delegate
the meaning of his custom.

" The reply was direct. “This is not a string of
beads. It is a cord binding my soul to my Allah God
... Each one of these precious pearls represents one of
the ninety-nine beautiful names of Allah, the God of
the Koran, the holy book of my religion, and I was
worshipping my Allah God, calling upon Him by
every one of the ninety-nine beautiful names. . .”

Every religion has a book to which it looks for
spiritual instruction and comfort. Every religion has
a god upon which its followers call, either in time of
need or as a matter of devotional practice. And even
false religions, diligently embraced and practiced, may
seem to yield the fruit of uprightness and peace in the
lives of their followers.

But after all, it is not up to men to decide what
God is, by what terms He may be addressed, or how
He is to be worshipped. What God is, He is. And
what He is may be known by men only as He chooses
to reveal Himself and to give instruction concerning
what is proper in faith and worship.

This God has done. He has revealed His power
and the majesty of His Godhead, in the world about
man, and in the being of man. When men fail to read
aright this revelation, they are without excuse, even
though sin has blinded the eyes of their understanding.

But God has also spoken to us in special revela-
tion. In divers times and manners He spoke unto the
fathers by the prophets. In due course He spoke by
His own and only Son. Holy men of God spake as
they were borne along by the Holy Spirit. And the
result is a body of writing, a Scripture, which in its
totality is “given by inspiration of God,” and is our
only infallible rule of faith and practice.

We delight in declaring this as our faith. But
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how deeply does that Scripture, that Word of God,
enter into our life and our soul. How many of us
could give ninety-nine names of our God, as He has
been pleased to make Himself known to us. And as
to the names we could give, how much have we medi-
tated upon them in order to understand their signifi-
cance just for us, in our circumstance, right where we
are. To what extent is that Word a “lamp to our
feet and a light to our path”?

Among the ninety-nine beautiful names of God in
the Koran, one does not find the name, “Father.”
Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Our Father . . .”
No name of God has more significance to the believer
than this one, for it means that God has taught His
people to consider themselves as His sons, it means
that God has called them to be His sons, it means that
in Christ Jesus we are members of God’s family, with
all the rights and privileges that such membership
brings.

God has not given the privilege of calling Him
“Father” to all the children of men. It is a privilege
reserved for and given to that great company of people
designated in Scripture as “Chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world,” that company of people
who in the gracious providence of God have heard the
message of His saving work wrought out in Christ, and
who by the blessed Holy Spirit have been persuaded
and enabled to receive and rest upon Christ for their
salvation as He is offered in the Gospel.

It is in the Scriptures that we learn these things,
and many more like precious things. People who ar-
range such matters have designated the first Sunday
in December as Universal Bible Sunday. Every Sun-
day—every day—is Bible day to those for whom this
book is their rule of faith and life. But perhaps,
because of our forgetfulness, it is well that from time
to time we stress again God’s gracious provision for
His people, in His giving to them of His Word. But
let us honor that Word in deed and truth, and not by
mere lip service.

Let the Word of God dwell in you richly.
L. W.S.
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Thank Offering

IT is proper and necessary that praise
and thanksgiving be offered to God
continually, because of His great mer-
cies and blessings bestowed in Christ
Jesus.

It is also proper that one day in each
year should be set aside precisely for
the purpose of making formal acknowl-
edgment of these mercies and blessings.

Such  acknowledgment, however,
should extend further than expressions
from our lips. Just because the bene-
fits we receive are of material as well
as spiritual form, so the acknowledg-
ment we make should be of material
as well as spiritual content.

Since we are making acknowledg-
ment to God for His benefits, it follows
that the material as well as the spiritual
form of that acknowledgment shall be
made to Him. But we cannot present
God directly with material gifts. He
does not ask for burnt offerings in our
time. What we can do and should do
is give to the support of that labor
which most directly concerns itself
with the extension of His Kingdom,
His church on earth,—with the saving
of souls and the edifying of believers.

Hence the Thankoffering, which is
for the support of the missionary and
educational work of the Church. The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church receives
such an offering.

We most sincerely invite your cordial
participation.

L.W.S.

Warning

The Congregation of ..............
Orthodox Presbyterian Church was
shocked and saddened last week by the
sudden death of their pastor, the Rev.
................. , following an auto-
mobile accident on Tuesday afternoon.

The minister was on his way to visit
a bed-ridden member of his congrega-
tion at the time of the accident.
Friends reported that he had conducted
the usual three services on Sunday, had
attended an dll-day presbytery meeting
on Monday in a village 95 miles dis-
tant from his home, and on Tuesday
morning had attended a three-hour ses-
sion of a special church committee of
which he was a member. He had al-
ready made three cdlls in the afternoon,
and wished to make this sick-call be-
fore returning home. He was sched-
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uled to speak at a youth rally in a
neighboring church on Tuesday eve-
ning.

According to the police, the minis-
ter's car skidded while rounding a
curve at excessive speed, and crashed
through a guard rail, hitting a tree.
Mro. . ... was dead on arrival
at Mercy Hospital, where he was taken
by the Midtown emergency squad.

He leaves a wife and several young
children.

* % *

We do not wish to carry the above
news item, with blanks filled in. We
hope we never have to carry anything
like it. But we have seen several ac-
counts in recent months of accidents in-
volving ministers. We know of one
instance in which members of a congre-
gation visited their minister and pro-
tested against his driving habits. We
once heard a minister remark, that he
did not have a clergy “marker” at-
tached to his car license plate because
he didn’t want the people he passed on
the road to know it was a minister who
was driving like that.

If anyone should set an example of
reasonable observance of safe-driving
rules, it is those who are appointed
as shepherds of God’s flocks. But the
fault is not always theirs. All too often
congregations make demands on the
time of their pastors which can be met
only by abbreviating to the limit the
time allowed for travel. No minister
has a right to “press his luck” because
he is a minister, and no congregation
has a right to expect more of its pastor
than he can accomplish under safe
driving conditions.

The command, Thou shalt not kill,
has wide implications. They reach in-
to the field of driving cars also.

As we said, we do not want to run
the above news item, without blanks.
Whether we have to run it or not de-
pends . .

L.W.S.

About the Guardian

E take this opportunity to express

to the Rev. Lawrence R. Eyres our
sincere appreciation for the series of
articles for young people which he pre-
pared for us, and which were con-
cluded last month. A gentleman of
some years remarked to us a while back
that he certainly wished when he was

a youth he had had such advice and
instruction as those articles contained.

We hope to begin in an early issue a
short series of studies in the 20th chap-
ter of Revelation, which we believe will
be of interest to our readers.

We have been encouraged in our
work by several developments. We
noted some time back that one of the
larger Orthodox Presbyterian churches
had arranged to have the Guarpian
placed in every home of the congrega-
tion. Last week we reported the suc-
cess of a program to secure subscribers
in a Rochester, N. Y. congregation.
We have now received word that an-
other of the churches plans to place a
subscription in each home of the con-
gregation.

The support of this work through
contributions has also been encourag-
ing to us. Though such help continues
to be needed month by month, that
which has come indicates a substantial
measure of good will on the part of
our reader friends.

In this connection, we ordinarily
send receipts for all contributions. Re-
cently a contribution arrived from a
New Jersey community, but the sender
was not identified. Our sincere thanks
is hereby expressed.

It is our sincere prayer that the serv-
ice rendered by the GuarpiaN may be
of such nature as to glorify our God
and profit those who seek to serve Him

faithfully.
L. W.S.

%M RDIAN

1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa.
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Editor and Manager
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Arthur W, Kuschke, Jr.
Robert S. Marsden
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Offer Unto God Thanksgiving!

OICES that are now lifted unto

God in thanksgiving might well
have been praising and extolling His
great and wondrous Name all the year.
In the month of September a Pitts-
burgh paper had an editorial entitled,
“Thanksgiving.” It was called forth by
the news that all the prisoners of war

from that area had on that date been.

released and accounted for at Panmun-
jom. I thanked God that at least one
distracted editor had taken time out to
acknowledge the gratitude of a people
to God for His evident mercies.

In everything give thanks: for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concern-
ing you. | THEssALONIANs 5:18.

In the Scriptures thanksgiving is ex-
pressed in at least two ways, through
song and through prayer. The ascrip-
tion of praise to God pervades the

whole of God’s Word. There are

songs of thanksgiving in both Testa-

ments. Let us note some occasions
which gave rise to these arias of praise.

When the waves of the returning
Red Sea rolled back upon the last of
the pursuing Egyptians, Moses and the
people of Israel broke forth in a song
of exultation before the Lord. “I will
sing unto the Lord, for he hath
triumphed gloriocusly: the horse and his
rider hath he thrown into the sea. The
Lord is my strength and song, and he
is become my salvation: He is my God,
and I will prepare him an habitation;
my father’s God and I will exalt him.”
(Exod. 15.) Who could find a more
appropriate time to bless the glorious
name of almighty God. It was by His
hand alone that deliverance was
wrought.

Another outstanding Old Testament
song of thanksgiving was sung by
Deborah and Barak in the time of the
Judges. Sisera, the mighty captain of
the Canaanite horde, had fled before
one woman and fallen at the hand of
another. Deborah had aroused Barak
and his men with the memorable
words: “Up, for this is the day in
which the Lord hath delivered Sisera
into thine hand: is not the Lord gone
out before thee?” Now that the enemy
was overcome, the prophetess and the
captain of Israel’s band sang this song
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By HENRY D. PHILLIPS

—“Praise ye the Lord for avenging of
Israel, when the people willingly of-
fered themselves. Hear, O ye kings;
give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will
sing unto the Lord; I will sing praise
to the Lord God of Israel.” And there
follows the poetic account of the vic-
tory (Judges 5).

The “sweet psalmist” of Isracl was
the author of two hymns of thanks-
giving. One was voiced upon his as-
cension to the throne of all Israel after
the defeat and death of Saul (Sam. 22).
The second was a jubilant psalm of
praise when the Ark was finally
brought up to Jerusalem. Several
verses from this passage in I Chron-
icles 16:7ff are: “Give thanks unto the
Lord, call upon his name, make known
his deeds among the people. Sing un-
to him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye
of all his wondrous works. Glory ye
in his holy name. Let the heart of
them rejoice that seek the Lord . . .
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto
his Name . . . Bring an offering and
come before him. Worship the Lord
in the beauty of holiness . . . O give
thanks unto the Lord for he is good,
for his mercy endureth forever.”

Furthermore, among many of the
Psalms, David gave words to his
praise in accents sweet. Let the beauty
of the Psalter sink into your soul in
this regard, that praise belongeth unto
our God. Read Psalms 57, 92, 96, 100,
103, 107, and 145-15% Meditate upon
these passages, memorize them so that
their very praises shall be upon your
lips at all times — blessing the holy
name of the Lord our God.

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all
ye lands.

Serve the Lord with gladness: come
before his presence with singing.

Know ye that the Lord, he is God: he
hath made us, and not we ourselves; we
are his people and the sheep of his pas-
ture.

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise: be thank-
ful unto him; bless his name.

For the Lord is good; his mercy is
everlasting, and his truth endureth to all
generations.

Psalm 100.

Let your thoughts travel to those
four memorable occasions in the New
Testament record when the hosts of
heaven and earth sang the praises of
our covenant keeping God.

Crowning the head of the holy child
Jesus in the manger were rich promises
of old. Having looked upon that
Saviour who was Christ the Lord, and
having recounted the message of the
angelic hosts, “the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard, and seen as
it was told unto them.”

Some thirty-three years later, the
great Passover season was approaching.
Many Jews were already gathering in
Jerusalem for the anticipated feast.
Jesus rode toward the holy city amidst
the plaudits of the multitudes. “And
when he was come nigh, even now at
the descent of the mount of olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began
to rejoice and to praise God with a loud
voice for all the mighty works that they
had seen; saying, Blessed be the King
that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven, and glory in the
highest.”

The birth-cry of the infant church,
born through the travail of this Christ
upon the Cross, was one which glori-
fied His name. The disciples “continu-
ing daily with one accord in the tem-
ple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness
and singleness of heart, praising God
and having favor with all the people.”

Finally in his vision the beloved dis-
ciple John heard the song of a time not
yet born. Angels responding antipho-
nally to the song of salvation from the
white-robed throng, uttered a seven-
fold ascription of praise, saying,
“Amen. Blessing and glory and wis-
dom and thanksgiving, and honor, and
power, and might, be unto our God for
ever and ever. Amen.” Let the Lord
be your song and your salvation!

To these sweet and throbbing strains
of thanksgiving may be added prayers
of gratitude to God. Consider in con-
junction David’s tephilla of prayer,
Psalm 86, and his zehilla of praise,
Psalm 145. “Out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh.” De-
spite his overwhelming responsibilities
David meditated oft upon the goodness
of the Lord and the revelation of His
grace. Where can you find such sur-
passing variety of expression both in
prayer and in praise? About to lay
down his scepter, rejoicing that the
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people had the will to give in prepara-
tion for the construction of the temple,
David prays, “Blessed be thou, Lord
God of Israel our father, for ever and
ever. Thine, O Lord, is the greatness,
and the power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the majesty: for all that is
in the heaven and in the earth is thine;
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou
art exalted as head above all. Both
riches and honor come of thee, and thou
reignest over all: and in thine hand is
power and might; and in thine hand it
is to make great and to give strength
unto all. Now therefore, our God, we
thank thee, and praise thy glorious
name. . .”

Nor does Daniel, in the face of the
pressure of the king’s decree, hesitate
to thank God in prayer three times
daily as was his custom, with his win-
dows open toward Jerusalem.

Upon the occasion of raising Lazarus
from the grave Jesus lifted up his eyes
and - prayed, saying, “Father, I thank
thee that thou hast heard me. And 1
knew that thou hearest me always: but
because of the people which stand by I
said it, that they may believe that thou
hast sent me.” Though the miracle
was not yet performed Jesus thanked
his Father in heaven for the answer.
Further prayers of thanks are voiced by
the Apostle Paul in the last chapter of
The Acts and in his epistles. Pre-
eminently among those things for
which he gave thanks were the Chris-
tian brethren, and the evidences of
their growth in grace.

“Give thanks to God, for good is He,

His grace abideth ever;

To Him all praise and glory be,

His mercy faileth never.

His wondrous works with praise
record,

His grace abideth ever;

The only God, the sovereign Lord,

Whose mercy faileth never.”

(Ps. 136 Psalter Hymnal C.R.C.)

Having considered these examples of
thanksgiving let us think upon the
many Scriptural directives unto thanks-
giving. As an easy means of classify-
ing the many references we might
choose the arbitrary method of assem-
bling a few verses under the headings:
how, vho, when, where, and why.

First, then, Aow may we give expres-
sion to our praises? What form should
our songs and prayers take? Colos-
sians 3:15-17 is surely normative. Here
we find that we are to lift our prayers
and praises to God the Father, It is
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man’s chief end to glorify God and to
enjoy Him forever. In Psalm 50 we
read, “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth
me.” We are to do all things to God’s
glory, with thanksgiving in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because God
dwelleth in unapproachable glory we
must come through the Lord Jesus, the
Mediator of the covenant. The very
realization of God’s majesty and our
dependence upon His anointed One,
the graciously sent Redeemer, glorifies
Him. In an even more explicit man-
ner the Apostle states, “. . . Giving
thanks always for all things unto God
and the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20).

To the question, “who should give
thanks?” some would answer, “only
Christians.” Most certainly Christians
should be thankful, the most thankful,
always lifting their thanks to God

through Jesus Christ. But there seems
to be a broader scope in the Word. For
as you read the Psalms you find such
all inclusive exhortations as, “Bless the
Lord, ye his angels . . . all ye his hosts
. all his works in all places of his
dominion.” “Sing unto the Lord, all
the earth.” “Let everything that hath
breath praise the Lord.” God hath
created all things for His own glory,
therefore “let them praise the name of
the Lord: for his name alone is excel-
lent; his glory is above the earth and
heaven.” Thinking of His wondrous
works our hearts are incited to “sacri-
fice the sacrifices of thanksgiving.”

It would seem almost superfluous to
answer the question, “when should we
utter thanksgiving?” But so few ever
turn their thoughts in this channel ex-
cept at this season it might be well to

(See “Phillips” p. 216)

Further Experiences in the

Tacoma and Seattle Churches

The Approaching Storm

N an earlier article entitled, “Where
I First Heard the Gospel,” I at-
tempted to relate briefly the story of my
conversion and call to the ministry in
the old First Presbyterian Church of
Tacoma, Washington. I was nineteen
years old when I first entered that
church and the music of the preached
Word first fell on my ears. Let me
hasten to add that I did not at first
recognize it as music. Poor sinners
usually look with condescension and
disdain on the simplicity of the Gospel.
The offence of the cross which is really
the power of God, is usually met by a
superior or amused smile. Such is
the insufferable pride of man in the
presence of God’s utmost gift. The
story of the humbling and breaking of
the sinner’s heart and of lifting him up
again in Christ Jesus is always full of
wonder; the wonder that God would
do such a thing. It is a story that will
never grow old. This story will be
told and retold around the firesides of
Eternity, and each time it is told there
will be more wonder. How the angels
will listen—perhaps wistfully. Reader,
are YOU saved?
When salvation by the sovereign
grace of God is truly experienced and

By ROBERT K. CHURCHILL

when the theologies of men allow that
experience to be truly set forth, there is
no place in the universe where God’s
glory burns more brightly. I am writ-
ing this in the North Woods of Wis-
consin where we are spending a week’s
vacation. Yesterday we saw so many
of God’s wonders in creation. Through
the trees as we traveled along could be
seen the glint of so many lakes. On
these lakes the trees come down close
to the water’s edge. Around this cool,
sparkling blue, there is a fringe of
richest green. Across one large meadow
I saw woodlands of mature restful
green. Above the trees there was a
long cloud bank, dark underneath and
billowy white on top as it merged with
the purity of heaven. We left the
cabin after supper and went to the edge
of the lake to look at the sunset. We
tried to tell what color it was, but it
was impossible. Behind the reddish
glow were what appeared to be infinite
stretches of colored blue reaching
across the horizon. God uses such a
wide canvas, man can’t take it all in.
How like Him to paint with such bold
strokes.

The evening was cool so we lit a fire
in the great stone fireplace. The chil-
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dren made popcorn, and we played
guessing games. Then with no light
except that which came from the fire
we sang all the old hymns we could
remember—the end of a perfect day.
As I went to bed last night in the
darkness I thought of the two places
where the glory of God is revealed:
one in nature, the other in grace as
expressed in the old hymns. The
scenes in God’s universe should indeed
inspire us. So wonderful are they that
it’s all right when they bring “a happi-
ness as keen to us as pain.” But much
more, so very much more, of wonder
and surprise awaits us in the story of
the gospel of Christ and His saving
power. When, therefore, we tell the
story of the church we are treating a
very large and important subject. All
history is but the cradle in which the
church is formed. She is the apple of
God’s eye: out of Zion, the perfection
of beauty, God hath shined.

With this in mind, let us return to
Tacoma and the church in which I was
converted. The currents of life have
moved swiftly since that day. The
church, and religious life in general,
have not stood still. The First Presby-
terian Church of Tacoma on Tenth
and “G” Streets, was one of the great
churches of its day. What happened
to it? Let us look at that church of
twenty-five or thirty years ago, both in
the light of its subsequent history, and
the present state of Christendom. Let
us also look at that church as typical.
The history of that church is the sad
yet eloquent history of the church in
our generation.

That church grew up with Tacoma
and it stood for something on that hill-
side overlooking the young city. Pas-
tor and people took a courageous and
outspoken stand against the modernism
and unbelief which were at that time
reaching for supremacy in national and
church life. Many were the sermons
of warning about the course which the
denomination seemed to be taking even
then. Such sermons preached after the
General Assembly met were especially
earnest. We were made to see the
great gulf which separated the so-called
liberal theology from the historic Chris-
tian faith. Dr. C. W. Weyer was a
strong man, there was no compromise
in his nature. Some people of course
resented this. I think the opposition
came mostly from the wealthy mem-
bers. They would dismiss the issue by
saying, “Savonarola preached this
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morning.” T remember also the more
colorful minister of The First Presby-
terian Church of Seattle who was tak-
ing a similar stand. He was the well-
known Dr. Mark Matthews, often
called ‘the tall pine of the Sierras’
How much I owe to that minister and
the ministry of that church. How
often I was strengthened by attending
there while I was a student at the Uni-
versity of Washington which is in
Seattle.

I wish to speak briefly of this church
because it helps fill out the theme of
this little article. Dr. Matthews was
a striking figure, very thin and in
height six feet six inches. In the pulpit

IN an article in the May, 1953, issue of
the Guardian, Mr. Churchill, who is
pastor of Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Cedar Grove, Wisconsin, told of
his early days in the faith and of his
first contacts with the Tacoma, Washing-
ton, Presbyterian Church.

In the present article he continues the
account. In future articles he will bring
the story up to date.

he wore a Prince Albert coat and never
used a pulpit stand while preaching.
There he would stand, or walk, usually
without notes and in utter freedom and
great power proclaim the gospel. He
came to Seattle from the South on the
specified condition that the church be
the minister’s force and not his field.
He never went to College or Seminary,
but got his theological training in the
old method of sitting at the feet of an
older divine. For thirty-eight years that
man stood in Seattle and made his
voice heard. He gathered around him
a church of eight thousand members
and twenty-seven branch Sunday
Schools. “He made Seattle Presby-
terian” was a saying that was often
heard. Dr, Matthews was by no means
pulpit bound. He oft carried the torch
of civic righteousness. He marched his
parishioners down to the Court House
and demanded a change in the corrupt
police department. Under his coat
could be seen the badge of a deputy
sheriff.

Many are the stories told of the ex-
ploits of this prophet of the Lord in the
days of his prime. I had a friend in
the University who was working on
his advanced degree, who with his
mother had been a member in previous
days. This friend was no longer sym-
pathetic with the preaching of Dr.
Matthews but he told of how Matthews

once preached to crowded auditoriums
the blood curdling doctrines of Cal-
vinism—sometimes at the close of a
particularly strong and impressive ser-
mon the people would sit for several
moments as if stunned. On one such
occasion my friend said to his mother,
“Mother, what’s the matter with the
people?” At a gigantic sunrise service
one Easter morning Dr. Matthews was
the speaker. I was not there but I
heard the report which was made by
some young ladies from the University
circle.  They came back boiling mad.
There, they said, were gathered to-
gether thousands and thousands of peo-
ple; the park in the early morning was
so beautiful, in such surroundings peo-
ple were so full of hope and aspiration
—one felt uplifted by the sight. And
what did old Dr. Matthews do? He
preached on the Flames of Hell, and
then proved to us from the Bible that
we were all going there. Imagine a
minister acting like that—especially on
such an occasion. Not only did he miss
a golden opportunity, but he spoiled
the day for thousands.—The influence
of Dr. Matthews, however it may be
evaluated, was not by way of soft
words or soft-pedalling the harsher
doctrines of the faith. In University
circles, his church was called ‘the cattle
barn,” but I noticed that many came
from the more liberal churches to hear
a real sermon.

Dr. Matthews was definitely declin-
ing both in power and awareness when
I came under his ministry. Never-
theless I have heard him shake the
place. He did something to people,
he possessed and stirred men. He got
his idea across but that was not his
main purpose. He was after the man,
and he usually got his man. He was
not preaching doctrine for doctrine’s
sake. I wonder if we have that kind
of preaching today? Dr, Matthews, as
I have said before, had no formal edu-
cation in theology. A careful observer
could detect this, especially in his later
years, but how that man could preach
on occasion. I have not heard such
preaching by the men who today spend
long years in Seminary and then go for
advanced degrees. Now I am not go-
ing to discourage education—I have
seen far too much ignorance and lack
of adequate training in the ministry for
that. My feeling is this—it takes more
than an ordinary man to finish an ade-
quate education and still be a ‘John the
Baptist.
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But I am speaking of Seattle to help
illustrate the happenings in Tacoma
and other places. When Dr. Matthews
returned from General Assembly, even
back in the 20’s, Seattle knew what to
expect. The great church would be
packed on the following Sunday. Dr.
Matthews in his fiery dramatic way

would outline the way in which the
modernistic machine was working, its
doctrines and policies, etc. How well
he knew them. He had a fine mind as
well as a fighting heart. Then with
true prophetic insight he would predict
the final triumph of unbelief, and the

division which must eventually come

between the forces of Christ and the
forces of anti-Christ. As a climax and
with great power he would declare
dramatically that he would be the first
to lead out the armies of the Lord from
a corrupt denomination. Needless to
say the people were with him almost to
a man. Here was a daring Moses chal-

Church Building
Westfield, N. J.,

THE new building of Grace Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church, West-
field, N. J., was formally dedicated to
the worship and service of God on
Sunday afternoon, November 1. About
one hundred persons, including visitors
from the community, attended the
dedication. The Rev. Leslie A. Dunn,
pastor, conducted the service. The
sermon was preached by the Rev.
Robert L. Atwell, a former pastor now
serving Calvary Church in Glenside,
Pa. Another former pastor, the Rev.
John P. Galbraith, offered the dedica-
tion prayer, and the Rev. Leslie W.
Sloat read the Scripture lesson.

On the previous Sunday afternoon,
a service of consecration was held at
the church, in which the Rev. Donald
C. Graham and the Rev. Edmund P.
Clowney, both former pastors, partici-
pated along with neighboring minis-
ters. The first worship services in the
new church were held on this day,
though the building was the scene, the
day before, of the wedding of Miss
Barbara Partington, a member of the
church, and Mr. Robert Osborn of
Covenant Church, Vineland, N. J.

Grace Church was organized in 1936
with eleven communicant members.
First services were held in the home of
Ruling Elder J. Enoch Faw, and the
first pastor was Mr. Graham. The
congregation has moved several times
in the intervening years. Services were
held in the American Legion Hall,
then in the YMCA. During the pas-
torate of Mr. Atwell, a property was
purchased on the corner of Dorian
Road and Westfield Avenue.

Plans to build a church structure be-
gan to take shape in 1947, but surveys
of the community led to the conclusion
that the Dorian Road property should
be sold and the building erected in a
neighborhood on the edge of town,
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where many new homes were being
built. The new location is on a main
thoroughfare, the Boulevard, at Mid-
vale Way. The lot contains about two
acres, and is thus large enough for a
parking area and a manse,

The building itself was planned by
Architect Ray O. Peck, with the assist-
ance of Mr. Clowney and a committee
of the church Trustees, Bert Roeber
and Patrick Width. The exterior of
the building is of used brick of some-
what yellowish cast, and the interior is

colonial in design. Pulpit desk and
pews are white, with brown trim.
There is a Baldwin organ. Interior
walls are plaster, painted in an off-
white shade. The pews are designed
to seat 129 persons, with a small room
at the rear which can be opened into
the auditorium for additional space.

Since the sale of the Dorian Road
property, morning services have been
held in the Lincoln School, and eve-
ning services at the home of Ruling
Elder Hillis M. Partington.

The present pastor of the church
came to the field in January, following
a pastorate at Wildwood, N. J. He re-
sides with his family in a manse owned
by the church, and located in town.

The Presbyterian Guardian




lenging the might of Pharaoh. Here
was history come alive and they would
be a vital part of it. I wish, gentle
reader, that I could drop the curtain on
this stage at this moment and leave
that curtain down. I wish I could
spare you the sad anti-climax ending of
the drama. It reminds me of Eliot’s
saying that history does not end with
a bang, but with a whimper. As the
longer story of the church in general
is unfolded, we will have occasion to
pick up this thread again.

In Tacoma also, one strong and fear-
less voice was raised in defense of the
Word of God. Dr. Weyer was ridi-
culed, hated, and reviled. But he com-
manded a hearing and raised the stand-
ard high. Before I speak of the weak-

nesses and evils which began to mani-
fest t