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Keeping Our Eyes on the Lord

EEPING our eyes on the Lord” is a phrase which
most of us have used but seldom appreciated. It
has a deep spiritual significance which brings comfort
and stability especially in a time of bewilderment. The
classic illustration of Peter, drowning in the sea of
Galilee when he was consumed by the dangers around
him instead of watching and trusting the Lord Jesus
Christ, makes us all understand the importance of
keeping our eyes on God.

We as Christians should never for one moment
assume that an individual, a group of individuals, an
organization, or even a church, will at all times have
the courage or the insight to act in accordance with the
Word of God. In every instance it is incumbent upon
us to judge a church or an individual on the basis of
the Bible. But that gives us a measure of comfort for
we believe with all our souls that The Presbyterian
Church of America has moved in strict accord with the
Word of God. There is every reason to believe that
her course will continue so because she has kept her
eyes on God and chosen God’s will in spite of what
man has said.

Why should we keep our eyes on the Lord? The
answer is obvious. He alone is God. He is sovereign
and doeth all things well. He is not swayed by human
passion, by prejudice, by pride, by hatred, or by self-
ishness. His actions are just, merciful and loving. He
is high and lifted up above the frailties of man and the
vacillations of this world.

There is much satisfaction in contemplating the fact
that God never makes a mistake. He is the Truth and
can do no wrong. All things are just only as they meas-

ure up to His Word. Is this action right? Is that doc-
trine true? Our answer cannot be: in our opinion that
action is wrong, or, men have always held to that be-
lief. No, our judgment must be solely based on the
principles laid down in the Bible. Action or doctrine is
right or wrong only in so far as it conforms or fails to
conform with that standard. When we proceed in that
fashion, and so keep our eyes on God, then we, too,
“shall be less in error in our judgments.

Again, by keeping our eyes on God our lives will re-
main more stable for God never disappoints. On the
other hand, all of us do things and speak words which
disappoint. Let us throw ourselves upon the Lord for
His arms will never fail us. When we are weak, when
we are grief stricken, when everything about us seems
futile, then we can call upon the Lord for He will
strengthen, comfort, and give meaning to what has
occurred.

God has given a few choice souls a double portion of
His Spirit and a large measure of faith. J. Gresham
Machen was such a man. When the tumult and the
shouting were loudest, when the house was falling
down, then our beloved friend, Dr. Machen, was strong-
est in his faith and steadiest in his gaze on the Lord
Jesus Christ. But most of us have not received these
gifts from God. He has not entrusted us with such
important leadership. We need always to walk con-
scious of our vision fixed upon God.

When we say that we should keep our eyes on God
we do not mean the God of our imagination. We mean
the God revealed in the Bible. Here is where so many
fall short. It is possible to make ourselves believe that
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we are following the Lord when actually we are merely
following our own desires. Why is this possible? Simply
because our sight has been shifted from God to a god
of our own making. All of us are aware of this subtlety
in our lives. No, we must look on the Lord God Al-
mighty as He is manifest in the Lord Jesus Christ.

What doubt, what turmoil, what anguish of soul this
will save us! If we keep our eyes on God, we will not
be plunged into the depths nor catapulted to the heights
of a false elation. Then the promise, “All things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose,” will be a con-
stant blessing to us.

We often ask, “Will there ever come a time when
there will be no more error and false doctrine, when
men shall act perfectly and live within the will of God ?”
Yes, such a time is coming. When the kingdom of
this earth shall become the kingdom of our Lord, when
Christ shall reign supreme and alone from the rivers
to the ends of the earth forever and ever, then men
shall always do the will of the Lord. But what shall we
do now? We can do no better than to keep our eyes o
the Lord. :

' —Ebpwin H. Rian.

BY WAY OF EXPLANATION
THE directors of The Presbyterian Guardian Pub-

lishing Corporation have kindly requested me to

make a statement with regard to my resignation as
editor of THE PresBYTERIAN GUARDIAN. It is a pleas-
ure to comply with this request.

On May 31st of this year I resigned as general
secretary ‘of The Independent Board for Presbyterian
Foreign Missions. For months it had been clear that

the Independent Board was in danger of losing its’

thoroughly Presbyterian testimony. But at the meeting
of the board on May 31st actions were taken which
made it imperative that the truly Presbyterian minority
of the board resign. I too could no longer conscien-
tiously carry on as general secretary, and immediately
tendered my resignation to the board.

On June 4th The Presbyterian Church of America
set up its own Committee on Foreign Missions. I was
invited to serve as general secretary of that committee
and of The Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension. I accepted this position reluctantly. I also as-
sumed the editorship of THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN.

But why do T use the word “reluctantly” ? The answer
is plain. Not because I was not entirely in sympathy
with the work of the committees. Not at all. Let this
be clearly understood. But because I knew that the
giving capacity of our infant church was limited. The

September

—

sphere of appeal, in contradistinction to that of the
Independent Board, was limited almost entirely to the
membership of The Presbyterian Church of America.
Each month a certain amount of funds could legiti-
mately be expected from the church for the work of
the committees. I was “reluctant” because I did not
want to be a financial burden upon the church.

Further, the fact that I was no longer connected with
the Independent Board made me meet squarely a ques-
tion which had been going through my mind ever since
last November, when Dr. Machen predicted the loss of
that board to true Presbyterianism. It was the ques-
tion whether the Lord wanted me to continue as an
executive in an office chair, or whether He would have
me back again in the active pastorate. I was leaning
strongly in the direction of the pastorate.

Then came a call from a congregation of the Pres-
byterian Church in the United States. It is a call which
represents a real challenge.

The Presbyterian Church in the United States is the
church into which I was born and in which I was
brought up. For forty-four years my father served as
a missionary of that church in China. I have always
been intensely interested in the Southern Presbyterian
Church. '

For two weeks I carefully weighed the matter. I
weighed it from the standpoint of my contribution to
the cause of Christ through the proclamation of the
everlasting gospel. For two months I had served in my
new capacity in Philadelphia. I was able to take all
things into consideration in reaching my decision. I

- accepted the call, and expect to leave for the South

early in September.

The friendships which it has been my privilege to
make with stalwart soldiers of the cross in The Pres-
byterian Church of America will always mean more to
me than words can express. May the richest blessing
of the Lord, whose servants we are, rest upon us all
in our varied fields of service.

—CHARLES ]. WOODRBRIDGE.

(The foregoing statement indicates that it will be
impossible for the Rev. Charles J. Woodbridge to con-
tinue his labors as editor of THE PRESBYTERIAN GUAR-
DIAN. This is a source of very deep regret to the trustees
of the publishing corporation. The paper will continue
uninterruptedly its great task of upholding the Bible
as the supreme standard of faith and life and the re-
porting of the news of the Christian world.

—PauL WooLLEY
President, The Presbyterian Guardian
Publishing Corporation.)
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The Far East Today

1937
HE Far Eastern triangle of

Soviet Russia, Japan and China
today presents a situation full of dy-
namite that may explode at any time
and plunge eastern Asia in a major
war. “Incidents” take place with re-
markable frequency, suggesting that
the modern manufacture of “inci-
dents” must be an exact and highly
developed science. There is so much
propaganda, censorship, bluffing and
intrigue in the Orient today that it is
very difficult to ascertain exactly what
is taking place. Certain facts and
tendencies, however, are unquestion-
able, and it is the purpose of the pres-
ent article to comment on some of
these.

The Unification of China

. After the Revolution of 1912 China
was in an anarchic condition for
many years. When the “Manchurian
Incident” was being debated at Ge-
neva, the Japanese delegate stated that
“China is not a country; it is a geo-
graphical expression.” There was
doubtless enough truth in this jibe to
make it hurt. Divided between many
selfish war lords and corrupt officials,
China had for years lain helpless, in-
ert, unable to protect herself. Com-
munism, planted in China by Russian
agitators, took root and further in-
creased the disunity. The Communists
held several provinces, and carried
slaughter and destruction before them
as they were harried from place to
place by the government troops. There
was no government able to enforce its
authority throughout all of Chinese
territory.

With the rise to power of Gener-
alissimo Chiang Kai-shek a great
change has come over China. This
does not mean that China is a united
nation today in the sense that America
is a united nation, for she is not. But
China is more united today than at
any time since 1912. There is a real
national spirit coming into being, and
the power of the Central Government
is becoming greater all the time.

‘Chiang Kai-shek is a man of tre-
mendous power -and popularity in
China. Even thoughtful Japanese ad-
mit that there is not a man in the
Orient who can compare with him in
influence and force of character. His

By an Impartial Observer

influence over the Chinese people is
comparable to that of Abraham Lin-
coln when he was at the height of his
power in America. When Chiang Kai-
shek was kidnapped last winter, and
later released, the news of his libera-
tion was received with the wildest re-
joicing all over China. This jubilant
exultation at the release of China’s
great leader was something of a sur-
prise to Japan and proved that al-
though a few short years ago China
was merely a geographical expression,
she is now rapidly becoming a mod-
ern nation. It is needless to add that
every year that passes finds China
better prepared for war than she was
the year before.

Japan's Program
on the Mainland

Japan’s policy of expansion on the
Asiatic mainland has a long history
and bears all the marks of a carefully
thought out plan which is put into
execution with clockwork-like regu-
larity. - Japan’s militarists are con-
vinced that it is Japan’s “destiny” to

Missionaries Apply
to Church Board

THE Rev. Egbert W. An.
drews, missionary to China,
and the Rev. R. Heber Mc-
llwaine, missionary to Man-
choukuo, have resigned as
Independent Board missionaries
and have applied for appoint-
ment under the Committee on

Foreign Missions of The Pres-
byterian Church of America.
It is imperative that the

committee receive increased
contributions immediately, in
order that these and other
missionaries already on the
field may be promptly ap-
pointed. - All contributions
should be sent to Murray Forst
Thompson, Esq., Treasurer
1526 Pine Street, Philadelphia,
Penna.

-

dominate Asia. This dominion has
been extended step by step until to-
day Japan holds large sections of con-
tinental Asia. Perhaps we may say
that the Russo-Japanese war was the
first important step in the realization
of Japan’s program of expansion on
the mainland. That conflict resulted in
complete victory for Japan and prac-
tically eliminated Russia from the
picture in Korea, Manchuria and
China. As a result of this' war, Japan
acquired the southern tip of Man-
churia by “lease,” this valuable piece
of territory being thereafter known as
the “Kwantung Leased Territory.” To
all intents and purposes it was an-
nexed by Japan.

The second step in Japanese ex-
pansion was the annexation of Korea.
By this act Korea became simply a
part of Japan. The third step was
Japan’s attempted control of Shan-
tung Province, China, at the close of
the Great War. Part of this prov-
ince had been held by Germany. Dur-
ing the war Japan drove the Germans
out and occupied the territory. Eng-
land and France had made a secret
treaty with Japan, promising her this
Shantung territory at the end of the
war. But China also entered the war
on the side of the Allies, and naturally
was not willing to give up this ter-
ritory. At the Peace Conference Pres-
ident Wilson refused to allow Shan-
tung to be given to Japan, and so the
third step ended in failure. Shantung
was restored to China.

The fourth step also ended in fail-
ure. This was Japan’s attempt to seize
territory in eastern Siberia after the
Russian Revolution. Millions of yen
were spent in this enterprise but it
came to nothing.

The fifth step was the conquest of
Manchuria, China’s Three Eastern
Provinces, in the winter of 1931-1932.
Resistance was slight and Japan se-
cured control of 380,000 square miles
of territory very easily. China ap-
pealed to the League of Nations,
which sent a commission to the scene
to investigate. The League decided in
China’s favor but Japan withdrew
from the League and nothing was
ever done about it. The conquest of
the Three Eastern Provinces was fol-
lowed by the conquest of Jehol prov-
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ince, in Eastern Inner Mongolia, and
its annexation to the Japanese-domi-
nated puppet-state of Manchoukuo in
1932.

The sixth step was the setting up
of an “autonomous” district in eastern
Hopei province, North China, between
the Great Wall of China (which is
the boundary of Manchoukuo) and
the region about Tientsin (which is
the great seaport of North ‘China).
This “autonomous” district was sup-
posed to be independent but in reality
it was under Japanese military con-
trol.

The seventh step began July 7th,
1937, and is still in process. On that
date Japan began military operations
which have resulted in the capture of
the great cities of Tientsin and Pei-
ping, and which appear to be directed
toward the conquest of the whole of
Hopei province, if not of even more
territory than that. Of course all of
these military operations are said by
Japan to be for the purpose of “seli-
defence” but it is hard for a westerner
to see why Japan’s self-defence should
require extensive military operations
in the heart of China. What the fu-
ture holds in store no man can pre-
dict, but it seems probable that the
present Japanese campaign, at least,
will be successful and that another
large slice of Chinese territory will be
severed from the Republic of China
and erected into a Japanese-controlled
puppet-state.

The Benefits of Japanese Rule

Whatever we may think of the
right and wrong of Japan’s policy
of expansion, it is plain that this ex-
pansion is being permitted by divine
Providence and that in this sense, at
least, it is a part of God’s great plan
whereby He has foreordained what-
soever comes to pass. And as the
Word of God teaches that “all things
work together for good to them that
love God, who are the called, accord-
ing to His purpose,” we must con-
clude that the events in the Orient
which have been reviewed above have
been foreordained by God for the
benefit, in some way, of His people
and His church. This brings us to a
consideration of some of the benefits
of Japanese rule in Asia.

A parallel may be drawn between
Rome’s expansion in the ancient Med-
iterranean world and Japan’s expan-
sion in modern Asia. In each case the
expansion was effected by military

conquest, and was followed by many
good effécts of stable government. As
Rome’s expansion beyond question
prepared the world for the coming of
the Son of God, so we may be confi-
dent that in some way God will use
Japan’s expansion for His own glory
and the good of the church.

It is not difficult to point out a num-
ber of material and social benefits
which have followed Japanese rule on
the Asiatic mainland. One of the
greatest of these is currency reform.
Formerly the currency was debased,
unstable and chaotic; today it is
stable, uniform and everywhere cur-
rent. The benefit of such a change to

the people of a country is almost in-

calculable.

Tremendous improvements in trans-
portation have followed the Japanese
flag. Thousands of kilometres of rail-
ways have been built; many new
highways constructed; train and bus
service greatly increased, improved
and cheapened; the postal service in-
creased, extended and rendered much
less expensive than formerly. Air
routes with frequent, safe and inex-
pensive mail and passenger service
have been established. Banking facili-
ties have been greatly improved, ex-
tended, and placed within the reach
of the common people.

In the sphere of sanitation and pre-
vention of epidemics pioneer work of
incalculable value has been done by
Japan. In regions where dysentery,
plague, cholera and typhus have
scourged the population, Japanese doc-
tors and sanitary officers have intro-
duced quarantine and modern medi-
cine with the most beneficent results.
The work done in placing modern
scientific medicine within the reach
of the people and at a price they can
pay deserves the highest commenda-
tion.

Still other benefits are the estab-
lishment of agricultural experiment
stations, improvement of the grains,
vegetables and livestock, and gen-
eral prosperity resulting from large
amounts of construction work going
on in the newly acquired regions.

Public safety attained by the sup-
pression of banditry must -also be
mentioned. In regions where it for-
merly was common for bandits to de-
rail and rob trains on main line rail-
ways, travel has become so safe that
people can travel by day or night
without fear of attack, even when re-
mote from cities and railway lines.

The Thoroughness of
Japanese Control

It is difficult for Americans, who
believe in civil and religious liberty
and democratic government, even to
imagine the utter thoroughness of
the Japanese system of control. In
this we must distinguish sharply be-
tween Japan on the one hand and the
Japanese-controlled sections of the
mainland on the other. There can be
no doubt that Japan proper is a haven
of law, order and personal liberty
compared with the Japanese-controlled
regions on the mainland. In Japan,
constitutional government, though
threatened from time to time by the
militarists, still continues in power.
On the mainland, however, absolut-
ism, arbitrary action and military gov-
ernment are the order of the day,
especially in those regions most re-
cently acquired by Japan.

The advance of the Japanese army
is followed by a great multitude of
Japanese civilians, many of them in
private business but very many in
government employ. The latter are
installed everywhere as officials, and
the regulation of the country there-
upon begins. Everything is investi-
gated, everything is tabulated in sta-
tistical form down to the smallest de-
tails, and nearly everything is con-
trolled by government regulations.

In order that undesirable ideas may
not enter the country or find lodg-
ment in the minds of the people, all
newspapers, magazines, radio broad-
casts, school textbooks and musical
concerts are strictly censored. In cer-
tain regions it is impossible to have
anything, even a visiting card, printed
without an ox from the police. In
some places, riot more than ten per-
sons are allowed to assemble for any
purpose without a special police per-
mit; this applies to all meetings ex-
cept those held at stated times and
therefore known to the police. The
subject peoples are entirely disarmed,
while the Japanese civilians who live
among them are permitted to carry
arms. While it is true that there are
Manchurian and Korean police, and
Manchurian soldiers, who are per-
mitted to carry arms, yet these are
constantly watched and controlled by
Japanese officials.

The Japanese spy system is a mar-
vel of thoroughness and efficiency;
we are here referring not to interna-
tional espionage but to the secret
service by which Japanese officials
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obtain information about persons and
conditions in the regions under their
control. Secret agents, sometimes pre-
tending to be Christians, attend
church services and evangelistic meet-
ings. Every school of the higher
grades, and probably nearly every
class, .contains one or more persons
secretly in the employ of the police,
looking for information to turn. in
that will satisfy their employers and
incriminate some person. Letters and
mail matter are secretly censored at
the post offices, and the contents used
against the senders or recipients. This
is now so well established that the
authorities scarcely take the trouble to
deny it any more. Baggage of train
passengers is frequently searched. In
some regions a special police permit is
necessary for a civilian to make any
trip whatever. Large numbers of peo-
ple are arrested on suspicion of hold-
ing political ideas contrary to the gov-
ernment; such suspects are examined
by gendarmes and frequently tortured
to obtain information or confessions.
Sometimes such persons are released
after a few days, and sometimes they
are confined for weeks or months,
without any trial or definite charges
of breaking any law, and under the
most terrible conditions. The whole
idea of liberty, as we know it in
America, is repudiated as an evil
thing; state regulation and control
rather than liberty is the ideal set
before the people.

Shrine Worship and
Emperor Worship

Japanese Shinto shrines are spring-
ing up all over Korea and Manchuria.
In spite of all sophistries used to ex-
plain the matter, no one who knows
what religion is can have any doubt
that worship at a Shinto shrine is a
religious act and therefore a direct
violation of the first and second com-
mandments — something which - no
Christian ought to do. But more and
more this shrine worship is being re-
quired of the pupils and teachers of
all the schools, In Manchuria the
worship of Confucius toek the place
of shrine worship for a time, but it
now appears likely that eventually
shrine worship will be required of all
schools, including Christian and mis-

sion schools. Closing the Christian "

schools, as has been done here and
there, is no solution of the problem;
it simply forces Christian youth to
attend public schools where the shrine

worship is required. The whole situa-
tion has not yet come to a crisis; when
it does, there will be three possible
results: (1) The authorities may mod-
ify or cease their demands. (2) The
Christian churches and missions may
take the easy way of shameful com-
promise, and so avoid persecution. (3)
The churches and missions may take
a strong stand for principle, go
through a season of persecution, and
thus win their way to a new day of
peace and freedom.

Another increasing tendency is the
demand of the Japanese authorities
that all of the people acknowledge the
deity of the emperor. Of course it is
easy for polytheists, who believe in

Westminster Opening

THE .opening exercises of
Westminster  Theological
Seminary will be combined
with the dedication of J. Gres-
ham Machen Memorial Hall at
the new campus of the semi-
nary on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 29th, at 3 P.M. The Rev.
Everett C. DeVelde of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, will speak on
F the subject: Westminster Semi-
nary and Evangelism. The Rev.
Edwin H. Rian, President of
the Board of Trustees, will
speak in connection with the
dedication of the building.

To reach the campus by
automobile proceed out the
East River Drive (Fairmount
Park) to its end at Allen Lane;
turn right on Allen Lane to
Germantown Avenue; turn
left on Germantown Avenue to
Willow Grove Avenue (8200
North); turn right on Willow
Grove Avenue and proceed
about two and a half miles to
the new campus at the junc-

tion of Willow Grove Avenue
and Church Road.

The campus is adjacent to
the Laverock Station of the
* Whitemarsh branch of the

Pennsylvania Railroad.

many gods, to acknowledge that a liv-
ing man is a god; but for Christians,
who believe that there is but one
only, the living and true God, to de-
clare that a man is God, or is equal
with God, is awful blasphemy, and
any Christian who is loyal to Christ
would gladly give his life rather than
make such a declaration. This de-
mand to attribute deity to the emperor
is not yet universal nor very much
enforced, but it looms as a dark cloud
on the horizon of the Christian church
in the Far East.

The Future of Christian
and Missionary Work

Throughout the Japanese-controlled
sections of the mainland, in general,
the authorities are attempting more
and more to control, regulate and re-
strict the activities of missions and
churches. It is not necessary to give
details, more than to say that it is
obvious that the authorities regard the
internal affairs of religious bodies a
proper field for governmental regula-
tion. Here and there chapels and
preaching halls have been closed by
official action, or their activities
greatly restricted. In some places only
the Lord’s Day morning church serv-
ice is allowed, while all instruction
classes, prayer meetings, and the like
are forbidden. In some districts per-
mission cannot be obtained from the
authorities to open Christian work at
all.

On the whole it is a dark picture
that confronts Christendom in the
Orient today. The cloud of war hangs
over Asia. Japanese expansion is fol-
lowed by many material and social
benefits but it is also accompanied by
absolutism, espionage, and the sup-
pression of civil and religious liberty.
And yet it should not lead us to de-
spair. After all, it is still true that the
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he
will. As Judson said, the future is as
bright as the promises of God. The
darkest hour is often the one that
precedes the dawn. The door is still
open for preaching the gospel through-
out the Far East, and the faithful
preaching of the pure gospel is still
bringing a bountiful harvest of souls.
Men of this world who wrong God’s
children do not realize the almighty
power of God. He is able to protect
His own and to judge the nations
“that man who is of the earth may be
terrible no more.”
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God’s Love for the World

“For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”

O most travellers

who love nature
the great mountain
chains of the world
have a peculiar fas-
cination.  Attractive
as the lower reaches
may be, the lofty
snow-capped summits
scintillating in the sun’s rays make
the greatest appeal. The Alps are
magnificent but one thinks of them
in terms of the Matterhorn, Mont
Blanc and the Jung Frau. The gran-
deur of the mighty Andes is carried
aloft to heights of twenty-two and
twenty-three thousand feet by Mer-
cedario and Aconcagua. Along the
Chinese-Tibetan froritiers are vast and
gorgeous mountain chains but the
Minya Konka and the Amnyi Machen
are capped in eternal snows at twenty-
six and twenty-eight thousand feet.

Mr. Davison

The Himalayan ranges between In--

dia and the great north have from
earliest civilizations been a source of
amazement and wonder but we are
awed as we think of the proud, un-
conquered heads of Makalu and Ever-
est as they rise twenty-eight and
twenty-nine thousand feet above the
level of the sea.

1t is thus with the Scriptures. The
whole chain appeals to us from end
to end. But here and there a few
giants stand up more lofty and more
prominent than the others. For my
text I have chosen the Everest of the
Bible. Its unconquered summit stands
amid the chaste, eternal snows of
God’s sovereign glory. It is because
of its lofty character that many
preachers of the gospel hesitate to ex-
patiate upon this text. Still, withal,
it is by no means the wisest policy to
avoid the great texts of the Bible. To
omit them is like describing Switzer-
land without the Alps, or Egypt with-
out the Nile, or Arizona without its
Grand Canyon. It is not my purpose
to attempt any exhaustive discussion
of this text. All that I can hope to
do is to leave with you the main
truths of the verse if, perchance, God

By the REV. ALEXANDER K. DAVISON

will bless them to the good of your
souls.

This verse speaks of the great love
of God for the world and there are
three things to which I wish to draw
your attention in connection with this
text. These are: the Objects of God’s
love, the Gift of God’s love and the
Design of God’s love.

The Objects of God's Love

First, then, my text tells us who the
objects of God’s love are. God so
loved the “world.” By the world, of
course, is not meant the physical
world on which we live. That God has
created and that God preserves with
a Creator’s care. The world which is
the object of God’s love is the world
of humanity—the human race. But
what kind of a human race was it
that God loved? Was it a pure, noble,
sinless and good human race? No, on
the contrary it was a human race
smitten by the dread disease of sin,
vile, impure and at enmity with God.
It is right here that the intensity of
God’s love appears. We love the
lovely. What is there strange about
that? We love our own; that is nat-
ural. But to love those who are our
bitterest enemies—that is love.

Many years ago a young mission-
ary from the maritime provinces of
Canada, Gordon by name, went to the
South Sea islands. He met a fearful
death at the hands of cannibals. His
brother filled his place and he too met
a similar fate. When the sad news
came to the aged mother she might
have been expected to feel very bit-
terly towards those who had stripped
her of her two sons. But no, her only
regret was that she had no more sons
to send with the gospel of Christ to

.those poor heathen. That was a type

of true love. But the love of God
was infinitely greater. We had sinned
against His holiness, yet He loved us.
We had violated His justice, yet my
text says that He loved us. We had
rebelled against Him, yet He set His
affection upon us. We were His ene-
mies, and yet He had compassion on
us. We were impure and unlovely,
and yet He loved us.

But the objects of God’s love were
not confined to human distinctions.

He loved men of yore and He loves
men today. He sets His love on those
whom the world considers as casta-
ways and He loves those whom the
world considers morally upright. He
loves people out of every kindred and
tribe and tongue. This then is the
world that God loved—a world of sin-
ful humanity from all ages and from
all climes.

The Gift of God's Love

Secondly, my text speaks of the gift
of God’s love. That gift was His only
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
What an utter contrast between the
objects of God’s love and the gift of
God’s love. We were the greatest
bondage, yet He gave for us His
greatest Freedom; we were the deep-
est depths, yet He gave for us His
highest Height; we were the grossest
darkness, yet He gave for us the
brightest Light; we were the greatest
desperation, yet He gave for us His
greatest Glory; we were the most
truly damned, yet He gave for us His
most truly blessed One; we were the
most foolish, and yet for us He gave
His highest Wisdom; for us, the fi-
nite, He gave the Infinite; we were

His bitterest foes and yet for us He

gave the Darling of His bosom; for
us, the guilty, He gave the most Inno-
cent; we were the greatest lies, and
yet for us He gave the most sublime
Truth; we were paupers, and yet He
gave for us His greatest Wealth; we

. were sinners, but for us He gave the

holy One; we were the worst, and
for us He gave His Best; for the
weak He gave His greatest Strength;
we were less than nothing, and yet
for us God gave His All

But let me stress the thought that
Jesus Christ was God’s “Gift.” There
is a notion in the minds of many that
because of man’s goodness God was
obligated to save him. That notion is
foreign to the Bible. There was no
persuasion that could have been
brought to bear upon God to cause
Him to save even one member of the
human race. When, then, He did de-
cide to save men, it was out of His
matchless and infinite grace. He gave
His Son to save us not because we
deserved it but because of His grace.
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But why was it His Son that He
gave? Why not Michael or Gabriel?
Ah, He gave His Son because if we
were to be saved there was no other
way. Having decided to visit men
with salvation there was no other solu-
tion possible than the saving of them
by His Son. Satisfaction for our sin
had to be rendered to the justice of
God. It was utterly impossible for
God to pass over our sin. That would
have been to destroy His very nature.
But such satisfaction had to be ren-
dered by a member of the human
race. Hence the Son of God took to
Himself our human nature when He
entered into the world. But that sat-
isfaction had to be rendered by some-
one who was greater than the created
universe, for our sins were sufficient
to condemn a created universe. But
only One is greater than the created
universe and that One is God. Hence
the only one who could render satis-
faction for our sins must be at one
and the same time God and man, and
Jesus Christ was both. But the satis-
faction for our sins could be rendered
in one way only : namely, by the bear-
ing of the just penalty due to our
sins. This Christ did upon the cross.
He bore the curse that so rightfully
should have fallen on you and me.
He rendered a complete and perfect
satisfaction. The children are pet-
fectly right when they sing in the
Sabbath schools:

“There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin;

He only could unlock the gate
Of Heaven, and let us in.”

This then, is the gift of God’s love:
His only Son who became man and
died for our sins upon the cross.

The Design of God's Love

In the third and last place I re-
mark that my text explains for us the
“design” of God’s love. Surely God
must have had a very definite purpose
in mind in sending His Son into the
world to die a cruel and ignominious
death upon a Roman gibbet. Yes,
God’s love in sending His Son was
designed to the end that whosoever
should believe in His Son should not
perish but have eternal life.

The design of God’s love first of all
is to save men from destruction. My
text says “should not perish.” I know
that many efforts have been made to
rob this word of its significance. I
know that this is a doctrine much out

of date and disliked in a modern
world. I know that it is purposely
avoided by the Christian pulpit. Rob
it of its content if you will, deride
and ridicule it as medieval, ignore it
and thrust it from your mind, do all
of this and the fact will still remain
that this solemn doctrine is taught in
Holy Scripture and must therefore be
true. One of the most significant
things of this text is that in the midst
of a verse which, more than any
other, teaches the love of God we
have clearly taught the doom of the
unbeliever. If those who believe in
Christ do not perish it follows that
those who do not believe in Him do
perish.

But this is not all that is designed
in God’s love. His purpose is not only
to save us from destruction but also
to give to us eternal and blessed life.

* The whole story is that Christ died

to save us from perishing and also to
give us eternal life. Those who be-
lieve in Him do not perish—that is
true; but those who believe in Him
also have eternal life. My beloved,
no tongue, no pen can ever describe
the joys of eternal life. Here we are
filled with joy and peace and hope
but what shall it be hereafter, for
“eye hath not seen nor ear heard
neither have entered into the heart
of man what things God hath pre-
pared for them that love Him?”
There is truth in the lines:

“We know not, O we know not,
What joys await us there,
What radiancy of glory,
What bliss beyond compare.”

I have one more thing to say: the
design of God’s love is accomplished
through faith. The text says “that
whosoever- believeth in Him.” Now I
need hardly say that by believing is
not meant simply intellectual knowl-
edge of Christ. Believing about Christ
is one thing; believing “in” Christ is
a vastly different thing. Believing cer-
tain facts about Christ will not save
the morally best man; believing “in”
Christ will save the worst man. To
believe in Christ is simply to commit
your case as a needy lost sinner into
the hands of Christ as your Saviour.
Believing in Christ is not simply a
leap into the darkness in the vague
hope that somehow or other things
will turn out aright. On the contrary
believing in Christ is a leap from the
darkness into the light. Knowing Him
to be alone the Saviour of the world

N

and conscious of our own need we
commit ourselves into His hands.

I am awakened from slumber in
the dead of night. A choking smoke
warns me at once that my house is
on fire. My wife and children are with
me in the house. The fire has gotten
a strong hold and the fiery tongues
are leaping hither and yon through-
out the entire house. The mother
covers the infant child in a blanket
and clasping it to her bosom rushes
out through the flames and smoke to
the ground below. I follow with the
next youngest and four of us have
reached safety. But there is another
child, the oldest. The house is a rag-
ing furnace. To attempt a rescue by.
entering the house is suicide. But
that child has to be saved. I rush
around to the window of his room
some twenty feet above the ground.
The fires are casting a lurid glare in
the sky. I see my oldest child at the
window. He is franti¢ with terror for
his retreat is cut off. He has enough
sense to pick up a chair and with one
blow he smashes the glass into a thou-
sand fragments. Now he stands upon
the sill, a raging furnace behind and
a twenty-foot drop below. Suddenly
he hears a familiar voice; it is husky
but he knows it to be the voice of his
father. It cries out, “Jump, my boy,
jump for your life, and I will catch
you.” He cannot see his father for his
eyes are blinded with smoke, but he
knows he is there and he can frust
his word. He leaps. I brace myself as
he hurtles through the air and receive
him without injury into safety. He
was in terrible need, he knew I was
there to help, and he committed his
case into my hands and was saved.
That is what it means to have faith in
Christ.

The object of God’s love was a sin-
ful humanity; the gift of God’s love
was His own Son; the design of His
love was to save us from destruction
and bring us to life. Hasten, then,
this very moment to commit your lost
case into the hands of God’s Redeemer.
Dally not on the road, least of all on
that broad road that leadeth to de-
struction; linger not by the brink of
the pit, least of all the bottomless pit;
play not with fire, least of all with
that fire unquenchable; fondle not the
serpent, least of all that serpent from
whose bite no one recovers. Put now
your case into Christ’s hands and
prove the greatness of God’s love.

May God help you so to do!
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Christians Today

By the REV. PAUL WOOLLEY

Professor of Church History af Wesiminster Theological Seminary

HAVE been an

observer of the
scene of contemporary
American Christian-
ity for something like
twenty-five years.
During the earlier
part of the period I
was very young.

Mr. Woolley
There is one tragically character-

istic phenomenon of present-day
American Protestantism that I have
never seen frankly commented upon
before the Christian public. That
phenomenon is the sad dishonesty and
untruthfulness which characterizes
many of the operations of evangeli-
cal Christian organizations and some
of their published statements. The
volume of dealings which are prop-
erly thus characterized is apparently
unknown to the great generality of
Christians.

Evangelicals have rightly exposed
the dishonesty of Modernists in their
often deceitful subscription to creeds
and in their illegitimate use of lan-

. guage to obscure the truth and to de-
ceive rather than to illuminate. But
it is time for evangelicals to realize
that there is dishonesty and deceit at
work in their own house. It behooves
them to admit it and vigorously to
root it out. It particularly affects the
financial operations of organizations
whose purpose is to propagate the
gospel. It also appears in statements
concerning belief and doctrine. The
hideousness of it must be seen at
close range to be appreciated.

A False Piety

This form of dishonesty is usually
associated with an unctious type of
piety which is bold and conspicuous
in its manifestations. Our Lord in-
dicated one important principle of
piety when He said, in connection
with almsgiving, “Let not thy left
hand know" what thy right hand do-
eth,” and when He followed that
statement with the injunction to avoid
ostentation in prayer (Matt. 6:3-6).
The most pious man is rarely. the
one who takes pains to insure  that
by his language and actions all his

fellows are aware of his piety. A sort
of jargon of piety has grown up in
evangelical circles, and the use of it
has come to be regarded by many as
a well-nigh infallible sign of inward
worth. But the beloved disciple said,
“My little children, let us not love in
word, neither in tongue; but in deed
and in truth” (I John 3:18).

Why is it that dishonesty in evan-
gelical circles and ostentatious piety
so often go together? It seems a queer
combination. Part of the explanation
lies in a conviction that certain out-
ward observances and courses of con-
duct are essential to the Christian
profession and are sufficient for true
Christian living. That conviction leads
to the following results:

1. The test for Christian fellow-
ship is made outward observ-
ances and only those are ac-
cepted who meet that test.

2. The exposure of dishonesty
among evangelical Christians
would interrupt the smooth con-
tinuity of these outward observ-
ances and so is to be avoided. .

3. The exposure of dishonesty
among evangelical Christians
would show the hollowness and
insufficiency of outward observ-
ances as a test and so is to be
avoided.

A True Piety

The root error in all of this is the
failure to recognize that the Bible
tells us over and over again that it is
the heart which is the true touchstone
of piety. “Keep thy heart with all
diligence; for out of it are the issues
of life” (Prov. 4:23). Our Lord
said, “As it is written, This people
honoreth me with their lips, but their
heart is far from me. . .. That which
cometh out of the man, that defileth
the man. For from within, out of the
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders,
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, de-
ceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blas-
phemy, pride, foolishness: all these
evil things come from within, and de-
file the man” (Mark 7: 6, 20-23).

For the sake of preserving outward

. appearances we tolerate wicked dis-

honesty, and if we have those ap-
pearances we really believe that we
have sound Christianity.

Experience has shown us some
striking instances of the way in which
piety which is not rooted in a sound
conviction of the heart and mind as
to Biblical truth comes to a disastrous
and grievous end.

Direct Revelation

In the latter half of the second cen-
tury there was a group of people who
deplored the growing coldness of the
church and who gathered in Asia
Minor about a leader of the church
named Montanus. They displayed a
most exemplary piety from the point
of view of self-denial alone. Ex-
tended fasts were observed, there
were special abstinence weeks twice
a year, marriage was discouraged.

From the viewpoint of external sac-
rificial observances they were mag-
nificent. What was wrong? Essen-
tially just one thing. They believed
that God was in direct two-way com-
munication with them and was reveal-
ing truth to them apart from and go-
ing beyond the Bible. They believed
that the Holy Spirit played upon the
spirits of some of their number as a
plectrum in the hand of a musician
plays upon the strings of a lyre. Thus
the truth of God and the will of God
for them was revealed to them in an
individual or in a unique way. One of
these direct revelations that they re-
ceived was that the Lord Jesus was to
return soon to set up His earthly
kingdom. They established the New
Jerusalem at Pepuza in Asia Minor,
while waiting for Him. Time has
shown .that that was a false revela-
tion.

We know that these people were
wrong. God does not reveal Himself
in that way by a continuing direct
special revelation. Yet the lives of
these people were distinct and differ-
ent from those of the people about
them.

Outward observances are of no
value if the truth of the Bible (not of
some supposed will of God revealed
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directly to us) is not at the root of
them.

Sinless Perfection

In the seventeenth century a young
French Jesuit named Labadie read the
Institutes of the Christian Religion by
John Calvin, saw the errors of Ro-
man Catholicism and became a Prot-
estant. After a time he settled in the
Netherlands. He found it too difficult
for his followers to live a life of
piety, as he conceived it, in the cities,
and so he founded a community apart.
The members of the community should
be separate, he held, from all impure
folk. They had all things in common;
they attempted to practise a Christian
communism. They soon found them-
selves in trouble. A group of them
settled in Maryland. But whether in
Maryland or in Europe, they finally
disappeared from the face of the
earth.

What was wrong? They had out-
ward distinctiveness, but they had
forgotten two things. They had for-
gotten that Christ did not command
His followers to withdraw into sepa-
rate communities from contact with
the world. No, they were to be shin-
ing and burning lights in the midst of
crooked and perverse people. They
had also forgotten that sinless per-
fection is not promised by the Scrip-
tures in this life to Christians. Any
assumption that such perfection will
be attained by Christians is contrary
to the Word of God and leads to
false piety.

The Neglect of Docirine

In 1695 there was started by A. H.
Francke one of the most famous
Christian institutions of post-Refor-
mation times, the Francke Foundations
at Halle in Germany. A school for
poor children constituted the first
step. Higher schools followed; then
came an orphanage. They were sup-
ported by funds that were voluntarily
sent in by God’s children. There was
no fixed state or church contribution.
At Francke’s death there were 2,200
children in. the schools.

Who was this man? August Her-
mann Francke was a true Christian
who was brought to a heart knowl-
edge of Christ through the testimony
‘of the verse of Scripture, John 20: 31.
He had recently finished his studies at
the University of Leipzig. Now he
returned thither and began holding
group meetings for the study of the

Bible. Many students were converted.
In 1692 Francke was called to a pro-
fessorship at the newly-founded Uni-
versity of Halle. This new university
came to represent the emphasis upon
Christian living which was sweeping
Germany at the time and of which
Francke had already become a leader.
Francke went to Halle. He was not
interested in the science of theology,
in good sound doctrinal study, in sure
foundations. He was intent on build-
ing Christian lives among his stu-
dents. Theology was unnecessary. He
used to invite them frequently to his
home. He believed that truly con-
verted men all went through essen-
tially the same experience and could
know the day and hour of their con-
version. There was a period of in-
tense darkness and fighting with sin
and then a sudden breaking through
of the grace of God. The converted
man’s subsequent life must be marked
by a pious mien and abstention from
certain forms of dress and activity.

Against one of the most talented
leaders of orthodox Christianity of
the day Halle men hurled violent at-
tacks. The government was even per-
suaded to suppress the pioneer ortho-
dox theological journal of modern
times.

The University of Halle in general
accepted Francke’s dicta, backed up
as they were in due time by the King
of Prussia. The solid foundation of a
knowledge of the Bible plus a knowl-
edge of the system of theology built
upon that foundation was neglected
in the very place which should have
been the fountain head of Christian
learning.

What was the result? Within a few
decades after Francke’s death Wolff
and Semler, two of the most, talented
and vigorous rationalist destroyers of
Biblical Christianity who ever lived,
were triumphant leaders of thought in
the professorial chairs of the Univer-
sity of Halle itself. Many of the foun-
dations of current Modernism go back
to Semler. The very university which
had emphasized Christian living be-
came the royal court of anti-Christian
rationalism. Its leaders had neglected
sound doctrine in favor of a care-
fully worked out, human scheme of
conversion and a pattern of life which
was not built on a solidly Biblical
foundation. They despised Christian
learning. So Christian learning was
removed. Francke had scoffed at or-
thodoxy and all Christianity suffered

in the throes of thé rationalist attack.

The Result of Doctrinal Neglect

Have you ever wondered why there
are so few vigorous defenders of the
evangelical faith left in the ranks of
the organized followers of John Wes-
ley? Wesley’s work was a great one.
He preached the gospel in a day of
darkness, thousands made confession
of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour. The Methodist churches
and chapels were centers of gospel
preaching - for decades and longer.
What has happened?

There have been many recent stud-
ies of John Wesley but' the trouble
spot has been pointed out with preci-
sion by Umphrey Lee when he says,
“Certainly, before the work of
Schleiermacher had much influence in
England and America, the Methodist
Revival had prepared millions to min-
imize orthodoxy and to rely on inner
experience rather than upon syllo-
gisms. On the whole, Schleiermacher
influenced the theologians; John Wes-
ley, the preachers” (Umphrey Lee:
John Wesley and Modern Religion,
p. 302).

There is the answer in a nutshell.
Wesley emphasized experience and
feeling to the detriment of sound Bib-
lical doctrine. Experience is very im-
portant and feeling has its proper
place, but neither of them will last if
they are not founded upon solid Bib-
lical doctrine. Wesley’s influence re-
sulted in minimizing the doctrine, and
the present rejection of evangelical
truths in a tremendous area of Meth-
odism is the result. A religion chiefly
grounded upon feeling has not the
stuff of permanency in it.

Other examples might be cited
which are still nearer in time to to-
day, but these that have been given
have been chosen because they are in-
stances where the results are already
fully apparent. Hence there can be no
thought of drawing hasty conclusions.

Evangelical Christianity today is
honeycombed with a combination of
dishonesty and ostentatious piety.
Every reading of history tells us that
the combination spells defeat for the
gospel.

Shall we tolerate this undermining
of the faith? Shall we allow those
who despise Christian learning and
give shelter to dishonesty to lead the
people of God into a crushing dis-
aster? May God give us strength and
courage.
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""That They Go Forward”

A Spiritual Tonic for The Presbyterian Church of America

ND the Lord said
unto Moses,
Wherefore criest thou
unto me? speak unto
the children of Israel,
that they go forward”
(Exodus 14:15).
There was no other
way. To go back-
ward would mean death and slavery.
But to go forward seemed impossible,
for there was no bridge over the Red
Sea. In obedience to the command
Israel went forward “into the midst
of the sea on dry ground.” Yet I sup-
pose the expression, “dry ground,”
must not be taken absolutely. I have
a feeling that the going forward was
difficult. T imagine they slipped and
fell often as they went through the
muddy bottom. And when finally they
did stand on yonder bank their feet
were not clean. But be that all as it
may, going forward is hard and the
temptation not to do so is everpresent.
There may be various excuses for
yielding to the temptation not to go
forward. To go forward is the Lord’s
command but there are different
excuses for disobedience to it. Israel
was discouraged. There was a strong,
well-equipped army in the rear, which
they had no power to conquer; the
Red Sea was before them, which it
seemed they could not cross. Humanty
speaking they had reasons for dis-
couragement. There was for them no
apparent escape. The end seemed to
have come at the very beginning.
Though it is often easier to say than
to do, yet it is true that they should
have gone forward knowing the
power of their God. There are mo
obstacles which cannot be overcome
when the Lord is with His people.
There is another excuse sometimes
given for disobedience to the com-
mand, “Go forward!” A great journey
forward has already been made. One
grows weary of going ever on and on,
especially when the difficulties of the
journey are great. The natural desire
to rest becomes intense and the temp-
tation to give heed to it great. The
man who sets forth on a very cold
night through the deep snow grows
tired soon and he wants to lie down

Mr. De Waard

By the REV. JOHN J. DE WAARD

and rest. That is a dangerous thing
to do. It is certain death. Forward is
the command which must be obeyed.
Of the two excuses for disobedience
to the command this one appears to
be the more compelling.

As a little church we have come
a long way, and the way has been
hard for many reasons. It was a
difficult struggle which finally issued
in separation from the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. There were
many men who could not understand
how imperative it was for us to
maintain the purity of the Reformed
Faith to the utmost of our ability.
What seemed to them only foolish-
ness and a perverse desire to disturb
the peace was to us God’s wisdom and
mercy, and though some of us were
sometimes tempted to rest from the
struggle we dared not be disobedient
and we went forward. But it was
hard. :

Presently we had our own little
church. Though we were happy, none
of us thought that our difficulties
were over. And it soon became ap-
parent that they were not. Few though
we were in numbers, we could not
all live together in the same church.
It was no petty, insignificant thing
which made that impossible for us.
Some of us took the Confession of
Faith seriously as the purest unin-
spired expression of revealed truth
and we did not want to tamper with
it, either directly or by methods of
indirection. Others wanted to modify
that Confession in practice if not in
fact. There was a temptation for some
of us not to go forward. But the
church went forward, raising still
higher the banner of Reformed truth,
though the consequences of that for-
ward step were for some of us hard
to endure.

There were many Sundays in vil-
lage halls, in homes and other build-
ings which had never before been
used for church meetings. Sometimes
we were crowded for room and the
old piano hardly took the place of the
beautiful organ. We had no other
attraction to offer people as an in-
ducement to worship with us save
the purity and power of the Reformed

Faith. And we have nothing now to
attract men and women to our church
save only the cross where the Prince
of glory died. It is enough.

During these days God did not
leave us without refreshment. It was
an old village hall, where the boys
had played basket ball the night be-
fore, or it was a private dwelling,
but in no cathedral had people ever
sung as they sang now out of the
fullness of their hearts, “A wonder-
ful Saviour is Jesus my Lord, a won-
derful Saviour to me.” We were re-
warded; we are not complaining. Yet
it was -no pleasure to leave our fine
church homes and crowd into such
places as we could find. But we went
forward, and a few congregations
now have their own church homes
again. | ’

We have come a long way. It would
not be surprising if some were
tempted now to discontinue moving
forward. We are not yet in the land
of rest and will not be for a long
time. There is still much hard work
to be done. The Lord will ask us to
give up more than we have done so
far, in otherwise legitimate comfort,
ease and plenty. The surprising thing
is that in spite of hardships and un-
looked for disappointments our peo-
ple are moving forward with joy. On
August 17th it was my privilege to

-speak at the laying of the corner stone

of the new building of the Bethel
Church in  Oostburg, Wisconsin.
There were many people present and
it was an impressive service. But the
way in which those people sang, “The
church’s one foundation is Jesus
Christ her Lord,” made one feel that
they would move forward in spite of
all difficulties. It takes no prophet to
predict that despite all hardships and
sacrifices which may be necessary
these people will move forward. Hav-
ing put their hand to the plow they
will not look backward now. And
this is only one of the several groups
throughout the country. All these peo-
ple have. heard the command of the
Lord, “That they move forward,”
and they will not be disobedient. If
the Lord had given us thousands of
dollars and many costly buildings, He
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would not have given us as much as
He has now given us all in the
determination of our people to move
forward.

“That they move forward!” After
the three hours of darkness and the

cross comes-the resurrection morning.
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

The American Heathen
By the REV. JOHN P. GALBRAITH

N THE Gethsemane Presbyterian

Church of Philadelphia we have
instituted something which should
have begun long, long ago, and which
1 hope will be started in all of the
congregations of The Preshyterian
Church of America. We have organ-
ized a Men’s Missionary Society. In
the past, when we have thought of
a missionary society, we have thought
exclusively of the women’s society.
May it not be so in the future in The
Presbyterian Church of America!
Our men’s society was organized be-
cause we felt that the men had been
missing a great blessing which the
women have had for generations—
the blessing of learning about mis-
sionary work in order that they might
do more for it.

But what is mission work? What
constitutes a mission field? By re-
maining faithful to the etymology of
the word, “mission,” we will realize
that a mission field, strictly speaking,
is a heathen field to which mission-
aries must be “sent” with the gospel,
in contrast with the field in which the
heathen may come to the gospel. We
in the United States are too prone to
look back to the Christian founders
of this nation and think that this defi-
nition excludes our country from the
status of a mission field. It does not.
On the contrary, it makes this coun-
try one of the great mission fields of
the world. I hear someone say,
“What! Heathen in the United
" States? Why, this is a civilized coun-

try.” That person evidently believes.

that heathenism consists of war paint,
voodoo dances, and witch doctors.
The United States even has some of
these, but they constitute merely one
group of those in our nation who
come under the classification of
“heathen”—one who, as Noah Web-
ster describes him, is “an unconverted
individual of a people that does not
acknowledge the God of the Bible.”

It is for the destruction of this
heathenism that God charges His dis-
ciples to preach repentance and re-
mission of sins through Jesus Christ
“among all nations, beginning at Je-
rusalem” (Luke 24:47). How we
have endeavored, through our foreign
mission enterprises, to fulfill the first
portion of that Scripture and have
sent missionaries “to the uttermost
parts of the earth,” “among all na-
tions!” But oh, how we have neg-
lected that last part! How we have
neglected our own beloved nation
and its many heathen! How we have
neglected to begin “at Jerusalem!”
Oh yes, we have our churches to
which many people can come. But
the heathen is “stiffnecked,” he is
altogether “turned out of the way,”
and at “enmity against God,” and
will not turn even to that which is
accessible to him. The Word must
be sent to him. For that reason, our
Men’s Missionary Society is planning
street meetings in the city.

But what about those poor heathen
who are not within reach of the gos-
pel, even were they anxious to hear
it? “But,” you ask, “are there such
people in this country?” That ques-

tion, which is often asked when the’

subject of home missions is broached,
has given rise to this article and to
the writer’s realization of how little
any of us American Christians know
about American Heathenism.

How Many Heathen?

What, then, is the extent of Amer-
ican Heathenism? Let us first con-
sider a few statistics for the nation
at large. Speaking in round numbers
there are about 130 million people in
the United States. Of this number
about 60 million are members of
churches. Less than half of our popu-
lation is connected with some church
organization. But of these 60 million
church members, how many do you

think are Christians? We certainly
must eliminate most of those who be-
long to churches with unevangelical
creeds; such as Jews, Roman Catho-
lics, Universalists, Unitarians, and
Mormons. These all seek salvation
without Christ, or through something
in addition to Christ, although Scrip-
ture says that there is “but one medi-
ator between God and man, the man
Christ Jesus.” We find that such
church members total over 25 million,
leaving only about 35 million out of
130 million who belong to churches
with evangelical creeds. But even
that small number is greater than the
Christian population of this land. We
who have left the Preshyterian
Church in the U.S.A. know from per-
sonal experience that there are many,
many people, members and ministers
in that church which professes an
evangelical creed, who are no more
evangelical than their Unitarian or
Universalist brethren. There is only
One who knows how many of these
35 million are Christians, and we
dare not make even an estimate lest

-we ourselves be judged. But we can

see from this, in view of the terrible
conditions of unbelief even in the
reputedly evangelical churches—not
only the Presbhyterian Church in the
U.S.A., but most others—how very
few Christians thére are in this popu-
lation of 130 million souls. There are,
then, 100 million who are not only not
Christians, but who do not hear the
gospel!

Where are these millions of lost
souls? Where shall we go to find
them? Where is this home mission
field of which we have been speaking?
I have already mentioned that it be-
gins at the very doors of the true
Christian churches. But I wish to
take you now to the fields where
there are no Christian churches—
fields from Maine to California.

New England Heathen ;

In the last year we have read in
THE PrESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN various
accounts of the pioneer work which
the Committee for the Propagation of
the Reformed Faith in New England
has been doing in that part of our
country. We have read that last
summer it was able to send nine
Westminster Seminary students up
there, and this year ten. We. have
read how these men have been able to
reach several hundrd people with the
gospel in some twenty towns and
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villages. And I have just been in-
formed by the Rev. John H. Skilton,
one of the members of the committee,
that at one time this summer there
were over 300 children enrolled in
summer Bible schools conducted by
these missionaries. But there is much
that has not been told. There are
thousands upon thousands of people
in Maine alone who do not know that
there is a gospel! This is hard to be-
lieve when we think of the faith of
their forefathers. But it is truly the
case.

It was my privilege last summer to
be one of those sent out by the com-
mittee, and I pass on to you one
case which stands out in my mind as
an example (not an isolated one) of
the conditions in New England. I
talked with a lady who was a regular
attendant at church. She was a lovely
old lady, 79 years of age. Hers was a
beautiful disposition, and there was
nothing she would not do to help
anyone. But she was unsaved. And
what was the reason? Because, to put
it in her own words, she had “never
heard that before.” I had just ex-
plained to her that “the wages of sin
is death,” that “he that believeth not
is condemned already,” but that “he
that hath the Son hath life,” and
she, 79 years of age, a faithful church
attendant all her life, had ‘“never
heard it before!” Today that dear old
lady lies on what is probably her
death-bed. Before last summer she
had never had a chance to accept the
Son as her Saviour.

How many more have actually been
on their death-beds and have passed
on without even knowing that there
was a gospel? Here is a faint picture:
There are some 800,000 inhabitants of
Maine. Of these, 10 per cent. are
members of Protestant churches, and
no matter what the denomination is,
their belief is almost always Uni-
versalist. By means of the demoniacal
“Larger Parish Movement” a Uni-
versalist minister will very often be
the pastor of Baptist, Methodist, Con-
gregational, and Universalist churches
all at once. The people see no differ-
ence. The beliefs of them all are the
same—Universalist (do the best you
can, but we will all be saved anyway).
Of the 10 per cent. who are church
members, then, how many do you
think- have heard the gospel? And
what about the 90 per cent. who do
not even belong to a church? Thanks
be to God, there are a few faithful

churches. But they are merely voices
crying in the wilderness—a heathen
wilderness.

Heathen Among the Negroes

And now let us move south, where
are gathered three-fourths of the
Negro population of the United
States. There are more than eight
million Negroes over ten years of age
in the United States. Of these six
million are in the ten southern states
bounded by Virginia on the north and
Louisiana and Arkansas on the west.
Of these poor people only slightly
more than half, including children,
are church members. Millions of souls
in this southern corner of our coun-
try, having little or no more than their
needs physically, having far less than
their needs spiritually, are “dead in
trespasses and sins.” We cannot give
them earthly riches, but we can give
them the key to the' “unsearchable
riches of Christ” and show them the
promises of Christ, that “to him that
knocketh it shall be opened” and “him
that cometh unto me I will in nowise
cast out.” Oh, for missionaries to take
to these poor neglected millions the
“words of life,” and to shed abroad
the gospel light!

The Heathen Indian

Now let us turn and travel to the
American Indian, of whom there were
in 1922 some 340 thousand, for the
most part on 161 reservations set
aside for them by the Federal Govern-
ment. Of the 340 thousand only 70
thousand are members of churches,
and only 133 thousand speak English.
In the Great Lakes region there are
approximately 50 thousand, mostly
Sioux and Chippewas. The Rev. John
Davies, one-of the missionaries of our
own church, is working among Me-
nominees in Wisconsin on a reserva-
tion of about 300 square miles. In
response to my inquiry he said, “most
of the Indians here were first reached
by French Roman Catholic mission-
aries, and are therefore mostly Ro-
man Catholic. You have heard of the
corruption among such in South
America. . . . It is not much better
here.” Do you think those souls need
the gospel “sent”?

Down in Arizona where there are
50 thousand Indians—mostly Nava-
jos—the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A. has withdrawn support of a
Bible Training School where native
converts were trained to go out with

the gospel. Less than 20 per cent. of
those Navajos speak English, so the
only way to reach them is through the
native workers. Between 90 and 95
per cent. of them still hold to their
old pagan beliefs. Do you think they
need the gospel “sent”? If these peo-
ple have not been reached, what
chance have the 120 thousand in Okla-
homa, and the other 100 thousand in
New Mexico, South Dakota, Minne-
sota, Montana, Washington, and Cali-
fornia?

The Heathen Mormon

And now let us move on to Utah
where we find a heathen movement
whose tentacles are growing both
longer and more numerous. Announce-
ment has just been made of plans
to erect a $63,000 edifice in Phila-
delphia—the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, more commonly
known as the Mormon church. These
people profess to the world that they
believe “in God, the Eternal Father,
and his Son Jesus Christ, and in the
Holy Ghost” (Mormon Doctrine, Art.
1), but actually they believe that “the
Father” is “the first of the human
family” (Journal of Discourses, 1:50)
and that “God himself was once as we
are now . . . and you have got to
learn to be Gods yourselves, the same
as all Gods have. done before you”
(Journal of Discourses, VI:4). There
are many, many more doctrines that
are even more fiendish, if possible,
than that. And these people are a
tithing and missionary people! They
have 1,940 missionaries, and last year
added 41 thousand to their member-
ship, of whom seven thousand were
adult converts, and 34 thousand were
children. The Rev. J. D. Nutting, of
the Utah Gospel Mission, says that
recently in traveling over a 600-mile
stretch in Utah, there were five bits
of Christian work, only two of which
had pastors. Do you think that is a
mission field?

And finally I speak of Alaska,
which is really a home field, where
the native Indians and Eskimos hold,
like our American Indians, to their
pagan beliefs. Knud Rasmussen, in
The People of the Polar North, quotes
one of them as tp why he believes in
their magicians—“because we want to
live long . . . ; if we did not believe
the magicians the animals we hunt
would make themselves invisible to
us.” And then there are the people
whom the Federal Government has’
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“transplanted” to Alaska. Do you
think they need the gospel?

In this brief article I have not
nearly covered the mission fields of
the United States, nor done justice to
those of which I have spoken, but
even from this small picture, can you
not see the-heathenism of this coun-

PRESBYTERIAN

try? Members of The Presbyterian
Church of America, if it be true that
there is “salvation in none other” than
Jesus Christ, then let us be faithful,
not only by sending out missionaries
to preach the gospel of salvation
“among all nations,” but also by be-
ginning “at Jerusalem.”

The God of John 6:37

A Meditation by the REV. WILLIAM HARLLEE BORDEAUX
Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of California

L1 that the Father giveth me
shall come to me; and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out.” There is perhaps no more
abused verse in the Bible than this.
But it is only as we know and appro-
priate its treasures that we shall be
able to know and rightly honor the
great God of the Holy Scriptures.
Spurgeon seems to have recognized
this fact, for his zeal glows with an
almost celestial radiance as he writes
on both portions of the verse. En-
thusing on the first division of the
text, he says:

This declaration involves the doctrine of
election; there are some whom the Father
gave to Christ. It involves the doctrine of
effctual calling: these who are given must
and shall come; however stoutly they
may set themselves against it, yet they
shall be brought out of darkness into
God’s marvellous light. It teaches us
the indispensable necessity of faith; for
even -those who are given to Christ are
not saved except they come to Jesus.
Even they must come, for there is no
other way to heaven but by the door,
Christ Jesus. All that the Father gives
to our Redeemer must come to Him,
therefore none can come to heaven except
they come to Christ.

The majority of sermons on the
second part of this verse make it
teach merely God’s willingness of
initial acceptance of the sinner who
comes to Him through Christ—this,
and nothing else. Surely this is part
of God’s message to us here; but
is that the totality of the Holy Spirit’s
meaning in this passage? Spurgeon
thought not. We agree with him most
heartily, as we hope you do. Hear
him as he speaks again, this time on
the second portion of the verse:

No limit is set to the duration of this
promise. It does not merely say, “I will
not cast out a sinner at his first coming,”

but, “I will in no wise cast out.” The
original reads, “I will not, not cast out,”
or, “I will never, never cast out” The
text means, that Christ will not at first
rejett a believer; and that as He will
not do it at first, so. He will not to the
last,

These, then, are the things the
Holy Spirit would teach us concern-
ing the God in whom we are to be-
lieve, and whom we are to love and
serve: that He is an electing, succeed-
ing, and unchanging God.

The first part of the verse tells us
that He has a plan and purpose in the
sphere of applying redemption, just
as He had a plan in achieving the
basis of that salvation through the
life, death and resurrection of Christ,
It also tells us that, as He was suc-
cessful in Calvary’s finished work, so
He will not be less successful in the
application of the benefits of that
great work to the hearts and lives of
sinful men and women.

The latter part of the verse assures
the believer who comes to Christ that
he may rejoice in the certainty that
He is being received by no vacillating,
temperamental Saviour whose favor
may change to disfavor, whose recep-
tion may become rejection. God being
God, there is seemingly no thought
here of this question: “Is God suffi-
ciently powerful to keep his born-
again child?” If one who enters the
household of salvation should ever
leave it, then it would have to be
through God’s casting him out. That,
we are told, is an equally preposterous
contemplation. Were such a thing to
happen, the heavenly Father would be
proved faithless both to the redeemed
sinner and to His Son the Redeemer.
To the Son He has promised from
all eternity not merely a general total
number, but the specific individuals
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comprising that great company, the
company of His elect. They are the
Son’s peculiar people, His peculiar
possession. They are His by virtue of
the purchase price, the greatest price
heaven or earth has ever witnessed
paid, the precious blood of Christ. Let
it be said reverently : it was the great-
est price, so far as we know, that it
was within the ability of even God
the Son to pay.

Christian, you assuredly wish to
give God all honor and glory. Are
you not glad that the God of such
perfect design in His vast universe,
of such glorious plan and purpose in
redemption’s story, has not changed
His character? Do you not rejoice
that He is no God of the haphazard,
without plan or purpose, in this our
present gospel age? He is not as a
man, purchasing all materials for a
palatial structure, but, after a change
of mind, never laying one stone or
piece of timber in its place.

Are you not glad that the fact of
His elect proves He is as surely con-
trolling the “gathering out of a people
for His Name” as He controlled the
advent and saving ministry of our
Lord? Behold a world of men, all
of them undeserving, all of whom
with justice God might eternally con-
demn, and then, Oh,believer in Christ,
behold in yourself one chosen of God
from the foundation of the world.
Chosen, you were, while dead in sin.
Thus the fact of your being chosen
and of your present spiritual life is
wholly because of the grace of God.

Even the fact of your acceptance
of God’s Son is no deed for which
you may boast. Just as the physically
dead man, if offered life for the
stretching forth of his little finger,
would remain forever dead, even so
you see that it was God’s grace which
worked first in you, making possible
and actual your acceptance of His
Son. Soul-winner, rejoice that your
success rests not upon the broken
reeds of your earnestness and elo-
quence, nor yet the natural faculties
of the unsaved soul with whom you
deal. Rejoice that where the Spirit
of God leads, God’s Spirit works; that
He knows each one given of the
Father to the Son; that His grace
is irresistible, and always shall be.
Let a Father’s faithfulness, a Son’s
merit, and a Holy Ghost’s invincibil-
ity (which can and does make the
hardened sinner eagerly run to
Christ) be your encouragement in
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seeking the lost. Knowing not His
chosen, we are “blood accountable” to
tell out the good news to all.
Thank God if you are spared from
viewing Him through Arminian field
glass: with man at the large end,
the result being that God is seen as
less than God. With humility we
should pray for the Arminian whose
God, with plans everywhere else, is
without plan at so vital a point as
that of the application of His Son’s
redemption. The God of the Arminian
works in the same way with the man
He somehow succeeds in regenerating
as He does with the millions whom
He {ails to regenerate, thereby prov-
ing the Holy Spirit the world’s most
pitiable failure, and puny defiled man
able to say “No!” to a God who says,

'
-
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“You shall! For I shall make you
willing to come in faith to my Son!”
The Christ of the Arminian sees many
sink into hell who once reclined upon
His bosom in the household of salva-
tion. God spare us from heresy so
grievously dishonoring to our God!

Let us exult in leading men to that
Saviour of the Scriptures who died
for those whom His Father had given
Him, who will not be deprived of one
of that number, and who will never
see one soul lost which has trusted in
Him and His shed blood. If faith
saves, certainly assurance rejoices.
Today’s waters of salvation would
taste of anxiety’s bitter poison did we
fear that the wells from whence they
sprang might be dried on any to-
morrow.

Studies in the Shorter Ca'l'echlsm

By the REV. JOHN H. SKILTON

LESSON 40
Christ's State of Humiliation

QuestioN 27. Wherein did Christ’s
humiliation consist?

Answer. Christ’'s humiliation con-
sisted in his being born, and that
in a low condition, made under the
law, wundergoing the miseries of
this life, the wrath of God, and the
cursed death of the cross; in being
buried, and continuing under the
power of death for a time.

HE twenty-seventh

question deals with
a number of subjects
we have previously
studied, but treats of
them as aspects of the
humiliation suffered
by Christ for us. It
affords us a good op-
portunity to review earlier lessons and
to meditate upon the love of our
great God and Saviour.

Mr. Skilton

Being Born

The Lord Jesus Christ humbled
Himself in order that He might re-
deem us. Although He was—and is—
the eternal God, with all the perfec-
tions of the Godhead, He con-
descended to take to Himself a human
nature, to be made in the likeness of
men, and to be born of a woman.

Although dwellmg in infinite glory,
He was willing to make Himself of
no reputation. (See Phil. 2:7, 8;
John 17:5; Rom. 8:3; I Tim. 3:16;
I John 4:2; II John 7; Isa. 7:14;
Matt. 1:20; Luke 1:34, 35; I John
1:1; John 1:16, 18.

- Our Lord suffered humiliation not
only in the fact of His becoming
flesh, but also in the low condition of
‘His coming to this world. He took to
Himself a body conceived in one of
“low estate” and was “born of her,
with divers circumstances of more
than ordinary abasement” (Larger
Catechism, 47). The mighty King of
Glory was not born in the palace of
an earthly king into a family of
wealth and power. He who owned
the universe was to have no place to
lay His head and was to be placed
in a manger on the night of His
birth because there was no room for
Him in the inn. (See John 1:14, 18;

"Luke 2:7; Matt. 13:55; Mark 6: 3;

Luke 2:24; Lev. 12:8; Matt. 8:20;
Luke 8:3; 10:38; John 12:2.)

Made Under the Law

The author of the law, who was
by no means subject to it, nevertheless
submitted to it for us. He subjected
Himself to the moral law, “as a rule
of duty,” to the regulations of Moses
for the nation, Israel, and to the law
regarded as a covenant of works.
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He performed all that the law in its
every form required. He fulfilled all
righteousness, paid the penalty of the
law, and obeyed its precepts for us.
(See Rom. 3:21, 22; 5:19; 10:4;
I Cor. 1:30; II Cor. 5:21; Gal
3:10-13; 4:4, 5; John 6:38; Heb.
5:8; Phil 2:8; Rom, 12:1; Gal
2:19,20; Rom. 6:14; 7:6; Tit. 2: 14.

Miseries of This Life

Our Redeemer further humbled
Himself in this life “by conflicting
with the indignities of the world,
temptations of Satan, and infirmities
in his flesh, whether common to the
nature of man or particularly accom-
panying that his low condition”
(Larger Catechism 48). (See Isa.
53:2, 3; Matt. 4:1-12; Luke 4: 1-14;
John 4:6, 7; 12:27; 19:28; Luke
22:28, 44; Mark 14:34; Heb 2:17,
18; 4:15; 5:7-9; Isa. 52 14).

The Wrath of God

The holy Mediator, God’s “beloved
Son in whom he was well pleased,”
suffered for our sins the wrath of
God, the “manifestation of the dis-
pleasure of God against sin,” “His
calm opposition to sin, and . . . in-
flexible demand that it be adequately
punished.” How great was the humili-
ation of our sinless Lord when He
felt the wrath of God upon Him for
our sins and cried, “My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?”

See Isa. 53:10, 11, 13; Zech, 13:7;
Matt. 26:30; 27: 46 Luke 22:44; Rom,
8:3; 1I Cor 5:21; Gal. 3:13; Deut.
21:23; Heb. 9:28; i Pet. 2:24; '1 John
2:1; 4:10; Rev. 1:5; 5:9; John 3:35;
Luke 3:22; Heb. 7:26; Psalms 16, 22,
40; Matt. 3:17; II Pet. 1:17; John 8:29.

The Cursed Death of the Cross
The Lord of life endured death for
us. Willingly He took the dreadful
wages of sin which we deserved
(Rom. 6:9, 23; Matt. 16:21; 20:18,
19, 28; Luke 9:22; John 10:11;
12: 32, 33; Matt. 27:50; Mark 15:
37; Luke 23:46; John 19:30, 33,
34). The death which our Redeemer
suffered was of the especially humili-
ating sort imposed by the Romans
only on slaves or on freemen said
to be guilty of the most serious
offences. The Holy Scriptures them-
selves testify that “he that is hanged
is accursed of God” and “cursed is
every one that hangeth on a tree”
(Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13).
Betrayed, forsaken, scorned, re-
jected, condemned, tormented, “hav-
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ing also conflicted with the terrors of
death and the powers of darkness,
felt and borne the weight of God’s
wrath,” our Saviour “laid down his
life an offering for sin, enduring the
painful, shameful, and cursed death
of the cross” (Larger Catechism 49).
His sufferings over, He cried, “It is
finished.” See Matt. 27: 4, 26; 26: 56;
Isa. 53:3, 9, 10; John 19:30, 34;
Matt. 16:21; 20:28; Mark 8:31;
9:31; 10:34; 14:8; Luke 9:22, 31;
Acts 10:39-41; 13:29, 30; John 10:
18; Phil. 2:8.

Under the Power of Death

At His death Christ’s soul went to
paradise (Luke 23:43. Cf. II Cor.
12:3; Rev. 2:7). “Then took they
the body of Jesus, and wound it in
linen clothes with the spices, as the
manner of the Jews is to bury. Now
in the place where he was crucified
there was a garden; and in the garden
a new sepulchre, wherein was never
.man yet laid. There laid they Jesus”
(John 19:40-42).

The Scriptures do not teach that
Christ “descended into hell” in any
other sense than that “He continued
under the power of death for a time”
or that He “passed into the invisible
estate.” As our Larger Catechism
says, “Christ’s humiliation after his
death, consisted in his being buried;

and continuing in the state of the

dead and under the power of death
till the third day, which hath been
otherwise expressed in these words,
He descended into hell” (Question
50) See I Cor. 15:3, 4; Matt. 12:40.

There is no warrant in I Peter
3:18, 19 or anywhere else in the
Bible, for holding the view that
Christ after His death went to hell
and preached to the spirits there im-
prisoned. Dr. A. A. Hodge gives the
following as the “common Protestant
interpretation” of 1 Peter 3:18, 19:

“Christ was put to death in the body, but
quickened, or restored to life by the Spirit,
by which Spirit, inspiring Noah as a
preacher of righteousness, Christ many
centuries previously had descended from
heaven, and preached to the men of that
generation, who in their sin and unbelief
were the ‘spirits in prison’. Only eight
persons believed and were saved; there-
fore, Christian professors and teachers
ought not to faint because of the unbelief
of mankind now.”

Make a thorough study of Ephe-
sians 4:9; I Timothy 3:16; Psalm
16:8-10; Acts 2:27-31; 13:34, 35;
and I Pet. 4:6. '

—

SuBJECTS FOR STUDY AND DiIscussioN

1. Was the flesh or human nature that
Christ took to Himself affected in any
way by the fall?

2. Review the four Gospels, noting their
teaching about Christ’s state of humilia-
tion.

3. What happened to Christ’s soul after
death? What do the Scriptures say about
paradise? What happens to the souls of
believers after death? to the souls of
unbelievers? What happens at the resur-
rection?

4. What is the meaning of the word
“hell” as used in the Scriptures? Do not
overlook Genesis 37: 35 and Psalm 30:4.

5. Does Psalm 16:10 teach that the
soul of Christ was in hell after death?
Consider Acts 2:27-31; 13:34, 35. Is
“my soul” -ever equivalent to “I” in the
Scriptures? See Psalm 30:4; 3:2; 7:6;
11:1; 35:7. Does the verse indicate that
Christ’s soul was to be “reunited to his
body, as it was before”? .

6. What is meant by the expression,
“lower parts of the earth,” in Eph. 4:9?
Does it mean “parts lower than the earth;
the lower, or infernal regions”? Can it
mean “the lower parts, namely, the earth,”
and refer to a “descent to the earth”? See
Isaiah 44:23 and Psalm 68.

7. Study the temptation of our Lord.
Was it possible for unholy thoughts to
find entrance into His holy soul? Was it
possible for Him to sin? Was the prox-
imity of Satan especially offensive to one
of His perfection? What comfort do we
obtain from the fact that our Lord en-
dured temptation?

8. Why, did Christ suffer humiliation.

9. Review previous lessons dealing with
matters touched on in this study.

10. Select hymns treating of Christ’s
humiliation.

11. What has been and what should be
the effects of Christ’s humiliation upon
us?

LESSON 41

Christ's State of Exaltation

QuestioN 28. Wherein consisteth
Christ's exaltation?

Axswer. Christ’s  exaltation con-
sisteth in his vising again from the
dead on the third day, in ascending
up into heoavenm, in sitting at the
right hand of God the Father, and
in coming to judge the world at the
last day.

Our Risen Lord

AVING satisfied the justice of

God, paid the penalty of the law
for our sins, and perfectly obeyed the
precepts of the law in our place,
Christ had ended His sufferings. His
body had been laid in the tomb and a
great stone had been rolled to its
door and sealed. But no sepulchre
could hold the body of our Redeemer.
Gloriously on the third day He ended
His humiliation and entered His state

of exaltation. Victor over death for
His people, vindicating all of His
holy claims, our Lord rose from the
grave, “the firstfruits of them that
slept,” the “firstborn from the dead”
(I Cor. 15:20; Col. 1: 18; Rev. 1:5).

The Same Body
The body with which Christ rose
from the dead, to which His soul was

reunited, was the same body that was
laid in the tomb and in which He had

suffered. Thomas who made the con- ~

dition, “Except .I shall see in his
hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails,
and thrust my hand into his side, I
will not believe,” was fully satisfied
that the risen body was the body of
the humiliation (John 20:19-28). It
was of material substance (Luke
24:36-40). But although the same, it
had undergone a change. It had be-
come a spiritual body. (See Luke
24:31; John 21:7; I Cor. 15:42-44,
50-53.)

The Trinity and the

Resurrection

“All acts of divine power, termi-
nating upon objects external to the
Godhead, may be attributed,” as Dr.
A. A, Hodge says; “to either of the
divine persons, or to the Godhead
absolutely.” Accordingly there is no
conflict in the statements of Scrip-
ture that our Lord rose from the dead
by His own power (John 2:19;10: 17,
18), and that God or the Father
raised Him from the dead (Rom.
6:4; Acts 2:24; 13:30; Eph. 1:19,
20; John 2:19; 10: 17, 18.). See John
5:17-19. .

Prophecy Fulfilled

The resurrection . fulfilled = Old
Testament prophecy .and the words
of our Lord Himself. (See Psalm
16:10; Acts 2:24-31; Matt. 12: 38-40;
16:21; 17:9, 23; 20:19; 27:.63;
Mark 8:31; 9:9, 31; 10: 34; 14:58;
Luke 9:22; 18:33; John 2:19-21;
10:18.)

Many Witnesses

Our risen Lord appeared to many.

See Luke 24:12; John 20:1-18; Matt.
28:9, 10; Luke 24:9-11, 13-35; I Cor.
15:5; Luke 24:36-48; John 20:19-23,
24-29; 21:1-23; Matt. 28:16-20; I Cor.
15:6, 7; Acts 1:1-8; Luke 24:49; Acts
1:9-12; Luke 24:50-53; I Cor. 15:8;
Acts 9:3-7; Acts 1:3.

The fact that Christ had risen
transformed the disciples from a




156

THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN

September

group of dejected men whose dreams
had been shattered to the heroic evan-
gelists of the early -church, willing to
seal their testimony with their blood.
Because of the resurrection & mighty
church arose. Had Christ preached
for a short time to a comparatively
small number of men a doctrine not
well received by the leaders of His
people and had He died a cursed
death which was interpreted as re-
futing all His claims? He rose! And
His church rejoicing in His resur-
rection and preaching it has grown
to the ends of the earth. (See Acts
1:22; 2:24-32; 3:15; 4:2, 10, 33;
10:40, 41; 13: 30-38; 17: 3, 31; 22:7-
11; 26:13-18, 22-23.)

In recognition of Christ’s rising on
the first day, the church has been led
to observe that day of the week as
the Lord’s Day or sabbath.

Under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit the apostles and others who
had easy access to the facts and
whose writings met with apostolic
approval, made an infallible record
of the resurrection. In I Corinthians,
for instance, a letter which even non-
Christian scholars admit was written
by Paul not much more than twenty
years after the crucifixion, we have a
clear statement of Paul’s belief and
by implication that of the other
apostles and of the entire early
church in the fact of Christ’s resur-
rection. Paul says, in chapter fifteen,
verses three and four, repeating the
chief content of his gospel, which he
had previously preached at Corinth,
“that Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the Scriptures; and that he was
buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the Scriptures.”
This message he had not invented,
but had “received” (verse 3), prob-
ably in Jerusalem on the occasion
of his first visit there after his con-
version (Gal. 1:18; Acts 9:26).
Likewise the other New Testament
books reveal to us the fact that the
early church believed and knew that
Christ was not dead, but risen as He
said. The Holy Spirit has borne wit-
ness in the hearts of God’s elect to
the truthfulness of the inspired record
of our Redeemer’s triumph over the
grave. We are not surprised that the
resurrection has been called “the best
authenticated fact in the history of
the world.”

Eyes That Are Holden

Unbelieving scholars today admit
that the early church sincerely be-

lieved that Christ had risen from the
dead. They realize that it is unthink-
able to accuse the heroic saints of the
first century of our era of any at-
tempt to perpetrate a lie. But in try-
ing to explain how the early church
came to have its belief in the resur-
rection, they have favored fantastic
theories, all of which are opposed by
fact and have their origin in an ob-
vious unwillingness to believe that
the miraculous can occur. Unbelievers
do not behold men rising from the
dead today and they refuse to believe
that One did rise in the past. But a
miracle like the fesurrection is not
strange when we consider who it was
that rose and who the living and true
God is. If there is any order in the
universe, if there is aught but chaos,
if it is possible for us to have any
valid and certain knowledge, if the
God of truth, the source of all light,
does not lie—then the resurrection is
not an impossibility : it is the only pos-
sibility, it is God’s eternally settled
actuality.

The Meaning of the
Resurrection

The Larger Catechism admirably
states something of the significance of
the resurrection in the answer to
question 52:

“. . . He rose again from the dead the
third day by his own power; whereby he
declared himself to be the Son of God, to
have satisfied divine justice, to have van-
quished death and him that had the power

Used Quarterlies for
Mission Schools

AM‘»EMBER of the Calvary
Presbyterian Church of
Amwell, N. J., has offered, on
behalf of the church's Bible
school, to send used Sunday
I school quarterlies to mission-

aries of The Presbyterian
Church of America, either at
home or abroad. The quarter-
lies consist of the Christian
Life series published by the
Union Gospel Press of Cleve-
land, Ohio. Anyone interested
in receiving a supply of this
literature for Sunday school
use should communicate with
Miss Grace E. Higgins, Rin-
goes, N. J.

of it, and to be Lord of quick and dead.
All which he did as a public person, the
head of his Church, for their justification,
quickening in grace, support against
enemies, and to assure them of their
resurrection from the dead at the last
day.” See John 2:19; Rom. 1:4; 8:33,
34; Heb. 2:14; 9:11, 12, 24; Rom. 14:9;
I Cor. 15:21, 22; Eph. 1:22, 23; Rom.
4:25; Eph. 2:5,6; I Cor. 15:20, 25, 26;
I Thess. 4:14; John 14:19; I Peter
1:3-5; Rom. 8:11; I Cor. 6:15; 15:49;
Phil. 3:21; I John 3:2. See Dr. A. A.
iIodge’s Outlines of Theology, pages 441,
42,

Special attention might be called to
Romans 4:25: “Who was delivered
for our offences, and was raised again
for our justification.” Dr. Charles
Hodge has said of the second part of
this verse:

“His resurrection was no less necessary,
first, as proof that his death had been
accepted as an expiation for our sins.
Had he not risen, it would have been
evident that he was not what he claimed
to be. We should be yet in our sins,
I Cor. 15:17, and therefore still under
condemnation. OQur ransom, in that case,
instead of being publicly accepted, had
been rejected. And secondly, in order to
secure the continued application of the
merits of his sacrifice, he rose from the
dead, and ascended on high, there to
appear before God for us. . .. As it was
necessary that the high priest, under the
old economy, should not only slay the
victim at the altar, but carry the blood
into the most holy place, and sprinkle it
upon the mercy seat; so it was necessary
not only that our great High Priest
should suffer in the outer court, but that
he should pass into heaven, to present his
righteousness before God for our justi-
fication.”

It is clear that if Christ be not
risen, then is our faith vain (I Cor.

15: 14-17).

SuBJECTS FOR STUDY AND DIScUsSION

1. Is it reasonable to believe that Christ
rose from the dead on the third day?

2. Examine some of the theories of un-
believers designed to explain how the
early church came to believe that Christ
rose from the dead. Show how they con-
flict with fact.

3. Try to determine the order of
Christ’s recorded appearances after His
resurrection.

4, With what body did Christ rise?
Was it at all changed?

5. Is the resurrection attributed by the
Scriptures to more than one person of the
Godhead? Explain.

6. Study the references to the resur-
rection in the Book of Acts.

7. What is the significance of the resur-
rection of Christ? Is it a matter of in-
difference whether we believe or not that
our Lord rose from the dead with the
same body in which He suffered?

8. Select hymns dealing with the resur-
rection.
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Pioneering in Pennsylvania

ESTERN Pennsylvaniais rarely

considered as a field for pioneer
missionary effort. But this summer
the unchurched population of western
Pennsylvania presented a Macedonian
challenge to the Rev. Robert L.
Atwell and the members of his two
churches—Faith Presbyterian Church
of America at Harrisville, and New
Hope Presbyterian Church. Although
many churches curtail their programs
during the hot summer months Mr.
Atwell’s congregations laid ambitious
plans to extend their influence and
activity. The results have been more
than gratifying.

The first item on the busy summer
program was the daily vacation Bible
school of the New Hope Church.
Instead of the usual type of course,
which concerns itself with an exhaus-
tive study of the birds, the flowers
and the trees, the New Hope group
adopted a program of all-Bible work.
Every member of the faculty had
had experience in public school teach-
ing and all were, by conviction, mem-
bers of The Presbyterian Church of
America. In charge of the school was
Mr. Calvin A. Busch, a senior at
Westminster Theological Seminary,
and the music was directed by Mr.
Wilired Clelland, a graduate of Ober-
lin’s Conservatory of Music.

The New Hope Church serves a
strictly rural community and its mem-
bership is not large. Nevertheless 74
children were enrolled in the school
and the average attendance was well
over 60. In order to provide trans-
portation for the children Mr. Atwell
and two staff members drove their
own automobiles, each in a different
direction, and literally packed - the
pupils in or upon the cars.

A Blessed Experience

The response to the school was
immediate and heart-warming. Since
this was the second year of the
school the pupils were able to grasp
far more readily the truths of the
Scripture they studied. Since last
April many of the children had been
asking when Mr. Clelland would re-
turn for another Bible school.

Two hundred persons attended the
closing program which was entirely
composed of Scripture material. In
the opinion of everyone it was a
blessed relief from the ordinary chil-
dren’s day program which often con-

sists of bathetic poems about the birds
and the bees and everything except
the Bible.

As a result of the school’s influence
about ten of the children have joined
the communicants’ class and, in re-
sponse to the demand of the pupils,
a week of evangelistic services was
held. Mr. Busch was in charge of the

“music and was assisted by a choir

of more than 25 girls. The meetings
began with about 60 in attendance
and steadily increased until, at the
closing service, more than 160 heard

.the gospel proclaimed. There is every

expectation that more than a dozen

The Harrisville Bible School

persons will join the church as a
direct result of these services.

It must be remembered that the
evangelistic program was held in a
community devoted solely to farming
and in the midst of a harvest season
unduly postponed by rains. Truly,
the Word is not returning void!

Another Bible School

From July 12th to 25th another
Bible school was conducted at the
Faith Presbyterian Church of Harris-
ville. Eighty-four were enrolled and
the average attendance almost
equalled the enrollment. Here, too,
the unchurched rural territory was
adequately covered by Mr. Atwell,
who drove a 12-mile circuit- before
and after each morning session.
Thirty Bibles were distributed among
the pupils and, in many cases, the
Word of God was thus placed in
homes that had never before pos-
sessed a copy of the Bible. At the

closing service the new building of
the Harrisville church was filled to
overflowing. One lifetime resident,
a member of another denomination,
remarked at the conclusion of the
service that the school was the finest
work that had ever been done in the
community for the young people.

As in the New Hope Church the
Harrisville congregation followed the
Bible school with a series of evan-
gelistic services. The Rev. George
W. Marston of Kirkwood, Pa., con-
ducted these meetings from August
17th to 27th. The community was
well prepared for, and much in need
of, such services.

A Pioneer Work

Mr. Atwell has been careful to
combine his extensive program of
bringing the gospel to the many who
attended the Bible school and evan-
gelistic services with a systematic
campaign of pastoral visitation.
Nearly a hundred unchurched homes
within a radius of three or four miles
of the church have been visited. Most
of them had received no call from
any pastor during the past twelve
years. One family had occupied the
same house for forty years without
receiving a call from any pastor. To
reach all of those who have been so
long neglected will take time, but
Mr. Atwell intends to reach every one.

In Grove City, where Mr. Atwell
had been regularly preaching, the
congregation recently withdrew from
The Presbyterian Church of America
by a vote of ten to five. Those com-
prising the minority, of course, con-
tinue to be the Westminster Presby-
terian Church of Grove City. They
will worship with the Harrisville
church. Mr. Atwell is planning to
organize a club of young Calvinists
and hold weekly meetings in Grove
City for the study of Reformed doc-
trine. What might have constituted
a discouragement is thus being
turned into an important gain.

The work in western Pennsylvania
is not well known. As a field for
pioneer missionary effort it has been
hardly considered. But the value of
the work that Mr. Atwell and his
co-laborers are doing can hardly be
over-emphasized. Let those who be-
lieve that summer is a time for the
curtailment of church enterprise seri-
ously consider the program, so mani-
festly blessed by the Holy Spirit, of
these Pennsylvania pioneers.

—T. R. B.
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Our First Church in Nebraska

By the REV. JAMES B. BROWN

EBRASKA has at last taken her

place in the ranks of The Pres-
byterian Church of America. It-is a
very humble beginning to be sure.
We have learned, however, not to
despise humble beginnings. “For who
hath despised the day of small
things?” It was God who addressed
" Zerubbabel, saying, “Not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts.”

The prayers of many Christian
friends are being answered here in
Aurora during these days. Sometimes
the Lord leads us to step out purely

of opportunity to me for this first
service. No invitations had been sent
out. No personal solicitations had
been made. Much prayer, however,
had been offered in the hope that
God would put it upon the hearts of
those whom He wanted there. If any
movement were to be started it was
to be God’s movement. If any plan
were to be adopted it was to be
God’s plan.

Called Into Life

One very good friend, who pos-
sesses a sense of humor, asked if

The Presbyterian Church of America in Nebraska

on faith. He allows us to come into
a situation where we must depend
solely upon Him. It is frequently said
that man’s extremity is God’s oppor-
tunity. When Christians get to the
‘end of their own resources how won-
derful it is to see God take things
into His own hands and work.

It was Sunday morning, August
first. My resignation as pastor of the
Federated Church of Aurora had
taken effect the week before, and I
shad announced that I would preach
i the Vogt-Vodra Funeral Home
at eleven o’clock. Any who desired
to worship with me were invited
to come. The building, which had
formerly been the Congregational
‘church, had been graciously offered
to me, free of charge, and I was con-
scious that God had opened the door

the minister expected to preach the
funeral sermon over the old church
at the funeral home that morning.
He was told that there was One who
had stood in the presence of the dead
at Bethany one day and had cried,
“Lazarus, come forth!” and that He
was expected to be present at the
service in the funeral home to call
a dead church back to life. The good
friend was present that Sunday morn-
ing and, thanks to the earnest prayers
of many Christians scattered all over
the land, the One who long ago cried,
“Lazarus, come forth!” was there
also in the Spirit, and at the close of
the service He called into life a little
group who organized themselves into
a Presbyterian Church of America,
the first church of its kind in the
state of Nebraska.

There were sixty present at this
first servite, but only fourteen signi-
fied their desire to become members.
They were joyfully received, two on
confession of their faith, and twelve
on re-confession. An elder was elected
and services were announced for the
next Thursday evening and for the
following Sunday. On August 8th a
Sunday school of 27 members was
organized. Forty-two were present
at the church service and found a
new joy in worship. August 15th
brought a slight increase in attend-
ance both at Sunday school and at
the church service, and it was very
evident that God’s blessing rested
upon the new church. The Thursday
night prayer and Bible study hour
is starting off encouragingly. A
course in the Shorter Catechism is
being studied.

A Manifest Blessing

Thus the first steps in this adven-
ture of faith are being taken. God
is opening the way. He has given us
a beautiful house of worship, rent
free. We have offered repeatedly to
arrange the rental but have been
assured by the owners that the only
charge ‘will be for heat and light
when these things become necessary.
How wonderfully God works! We
have no hymn books, but we are using
borrowed ones temporarily. We have
no communion service but we are
asking God graciously to direct us
in this important matter also. Funds
are meager, but the Lord will pro-
vide. One friend, who is not as yet
a member, put five dollars into the
minister’s hand to be used for mis-
sions. It was promptly forwarded to
our Committee on Foreign Missions
and constituted the very first contri-
bution to our mission work from the
Aurora church. So many details in
the organization of this new church
must be attended to. We still need
your prayers and your interest that
we may do this important work well.

Only fourteen members! But these
fourteen members have had a one
hundred per cent. attendance record
at the Sunday morning services up
to the present. Will you not pray
that God will use them as witnesses
in these coming days, and that He
will keep them faithful unto the end?

The first Presbyterian Church of
America in the state of Nebraska!
What a responsibility { Already letters
of congratulation and encouragement
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have been received from over this
large state. There are many in Ne-
braska who are true Bible believers.
Shall we not confidently expect the
One who said, “Lazarus, come
forth!” to call other groups here and
there throughout Nebraska into life
as true Bible believing churches to
become identified with The Presby-
terian Church of America? Shall we
not all unite our prayers to that end?

BIBLE SGHOOL GONDUCTED
FOR PHILADELPHIA NEGROES

HE work among Philadelphia

Negroes, conducted under the au-
spices of The Committee on Home
Missions and Church Extension by
Westminster Seminary student Robert
B. Brown, was augmented this sum-
mer to include a daily vacation Bible
school for negro children. Sessions of
the school were held for three weeks,
and 16 children were enrolled. A
course of intensive Bible study ac-
quainted the children with the Word
of God, and through them it is hoped
that the parents have been reached
with the gospel message.

The Sunday services of the con-
gregation are held in the Morse
Chapel, 41st Street and Haverford
Avenue. The response of the tre-
mendous negro population in the
vicinity of the church has proven how
the work was needed. Prior to the
coming of Mr. Brown the two prin-
cipal religious influences in the com-
munity were Modernism and the
emotional frenzy of the “holy rollers.”
The need for a consistent proclama-
tion of the pure gospel was apparent.

About 18 children are enrolled in
the Sunday school of the congre-
gation. On a recent Sunday morning
a girl from a local high school waited
on the church steps until after the
morning service, then introduced her-
self to Mr. Brown, volunteered to
bring a number of children to the
services, and without doubt will join
with the growing congregation,

Cottage prayer meetings have been
held each Friday evening by the con-
gregation. At a recent meeting one
man accepted Christ as his Saviour.
As a missionary venture the group
holds regular services in the colored
Old .Folks’ Home near the church
building.

The Church Directory

-
TaeE Knox PresByTERIAN CHURCH
oF PHILADELPHIA, PENNA.

STREET ApDpRESS: 2216 East Cumber-
land Street, Philadelphia, Penna.

Pastor: The Rev.
Thwing, Th.D.

REGULAR SERVICES: Sunday: Morning
service, 10.30; Sunday school, 12.00;
Junior and Intermediate Christian
Endeavor, 6.45; Song service, 7.45
Evening service, 8.00. Wednesday:
Prayer meeting, 8.00.

John Burton

S a result of its pastor’s vigorous
defense of orthodox Christianity
while still within the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. the doctrinal
division among members of the
Beacon Presbyterian Church of Phila-
delphia had become acute. On Novem-
ber 14, 1935, twenty-five members with-
drew over the issue of Modernism and
bureaucratic tyranny, and organized
the Knox Presbyterian Church, Un-
affiliated. They called ds their pastor
the Rev. John Burton Thwing, Th.D,,
who had been the pastor of the Bea-
con Church since 1929. Later, over
200 others joined the new church, and
the meeting-place was transferred to
the spacious home pictured above.
On a petition to the First General

-Assembly of The Presbyterian Church
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of America the Knox Church was re-
ceived as the first church of the new
denomination. It was received into the
Presbytery of Philadelphia on June
13, 1936, and Dr. Thwing was elected
first moderator of the presbytery.

The church has grown steadily,
and enjoys the distinction of never
having incurred one cent of debt. Its
three elders have continued, after
leaving the Beacon Church, to work
tirelessly for the success of the Knox
Church. One former church member
has already been ordained to the
ministry of The Presbyterian Church
of America, another member is now
a senior at Westminster Seminary,
and two others expect to study for
the gospel ministry upon graduation
from college. '

OPEN AIR EVANGELISM FILLS
SUMMER OF TRENTON GHURCH

HE young people of Faith Pres-

byterian Church of Trenton, N. J.,
whose pastor is the Rev. Bruce A.
Coie, have undertaken to reach the
unevangelized groups of people who
frequent the parks of the New Jersey
capital. Each Saturday evening, after
meeting for prayer at the church, they
visit a point at which five streets con-
verge and there they conduct an evan-
gelistic service and distribute Gospels
and tracts. After receiving a tract
one man recently asked, “What do
you mean by saying, ‘It’s all in the
Blood’?” which served as a fitting in-
troduction to a strong testimony to
the power of Christ to save.

The young people of the Columbus
(N. J.) Presbyterian Church have
joined enthusiastically in this evangel-
istic program, and great blessing has
come to all who have taken part in
the work. Trenton’s 120,000 people
have hitherto been reached on the
streets and in the parks only by the
Salvation Army.

One young woman in the Faith
Church has been appointed as athletic
director of a summer camp for girls
at Indian Hill. She reports the con-
version of several girls during the
three weeks’ encampment. Another of
the young women is in nurse’s train-
ing and expects eventually to enter
missionary service. The organization
of a young people’s society has been
planned for the near future.
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From its very inception Faith
Church has manifested great interest
and enthusiasm in Westminster Semi-
nary. That enthusiasm has been
heightened by a recent excursion of
the church to the new campus of the
seminary. The excellence of the site
selected and the brightness of the
seminary’s future have been enthusi-
astically commented upon by the mem-
bers. In the face of the unfounded
criticism and misrepresentation re-
cently leveled at the seminary the

Faith Church has stood unanimously

with Westminster.

CALIFORNIA PRESBYTERY
INSTALLS BERKELEY PASTOR

Hopes to Suppbrt Missionary

HE Presbytery of California of

The - Presbyterian Church of
America, at an adjourned meeting on
Sunday, August 22nd, installed the
Rev. Robert K. Churchill as pastor
of the Covenant Presbyterian Church
of Berkeley, California. Mr. Churchill
comes to the Berkeley church from
his labors as a missionary in Wash-
ington and Oregon under The Com-
mittee on Home Missions and Church
Extension. He was graduated from
Westminster Theological Seminary in
1936.

Assisting in the installation were:
the Rev. Donald K. Blackie, mod-
erator of the presbytery; the Rev.
William Harllee Bordeaux, stated
clerk; and the Rev. E. Lynne Wade.
The church is located at 1908 Addison
Street, Berkeley. ]

Three churches have recently with-
drawn from the Presbytery of
California to become independent
churches. They are: Calvary Presby-
terian Church (Hollywood), Bethel
Presbyterian Church (Glendale), and
Gardens Tabernacle (Los Angeles).
Although there are five other
churches still within the presbytery,
the churches of the Rev. Milo F.
Jamison and  Dr. Martin Luther
Thomas are expected to withdraw in
the near future.

The Presbytery of California is
eagerly hoping to be able to secure
the funds needed to send the Rev.
M. C. Frehn back to his former field
in Japan. It is expected that Mr.
Frehn will apply to the Committee

on Foreign Missions and that the
presbytery would support him through
that committee. Between $650 and
$750 will be needed to transport Mr.
Frehn and his family back to Japan.
Despite the phenomenal rise in food
prices there during the past few years,
due to military expenditures, Mr.
Frehn believes that $150 a month will
operate his mission and care for
his family’s needs. He is prepared to
endure hardness like a good soldier
of Jesus Christ.

Said Mr. Bordeaux: “Was there
ever a moment when that part of the
world needed Christ more, when, with
thousands flashing into a hopeless
eternity at the cannon’s mouth, our
responsibility was more tremendous ?”

GRADUATE OF WESTMINSTER
T0 LABOR IN SOUTH DAKOTA

HE Rev. A. Culver Gordon, a

recent graduate of Westminster
Seminary, has taken over the work
formerly conducted by the Rev.
George W. Heaton at Bancroft, South
Dakota. Mr. Heaton has accepted a
call to the work of the Presbyterian
Church in the U. S. (southern church)
at Martinsburg, W. Va.

Mr. Gordon’s work in South Dakota
includes the two churches at Man-
chester and Bancroft. Both have left
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
and have affiliated themselves with
The Presbyterian Church of America.
A dissenting minority of three re-
fused to withdraw with the Bancroft
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Church, but the action of the Man-
chester Church was unanimous.

GORNER STONE OF NEW
CHURCH BUILDING IS LAID BY
WISCONSIN CONGREGATION

New Church Expected Soon
in Milwaukee

HE Bethel Presbyterian Church

of Oostburg, Wisconsin, joyfully
laid the corner stone of its new
church building on Tuesday evening,
August 17th. A crowd of about 150
persons witnessed the impressive serv-
ice. Within the stone were placed,
among other items, copies of THE
PresBYTERIAN GUARDIAN for August
and September, 1936. The Rev. John
J. De Waard, pastor of the Calvary
Presbyterian Church of Cedar Grove,
Wis., spoke on the subject: “Why
another church in Oostburg?” The
service was in charge of the pastor,
the Rev. Oscar Holkeboer.

The program of the service included
the reading of excerpts from Psalms
122 to 127; prayer; the singing of
“The Church’s One Foundation”; the
laying of the corner stone by one of
the oldest members of the church, Mr.
John Den Hollander, aged 78; and
finally the Doxology.

The church is going forward under
the blessing of God, and examples of
great sacrifice are numerous. When
concrete must be mixed or poured, or
when freight cars of building ma-
terials need to be unloaded, from 30
to 40 men readily volunteer their
services as part of their. contribution
to the building of the church.

It is confidently expected by mem-
bers of the Presbytery of Wisconsin
that a new church of The Presby-
terian Church of America will shortly
be organized in the city of Mil-
waukee. The Rev. William A. Swets,
a member of this year’s graduating
class at Westminster Seminary, will
begin the work early in September.
The congregations of the Calvary
Presbyterian Church of Cedar Grove
and the Bethel Presbyterian Church
of Oostburg expect to support the new
project to the best of their abilities
during a period of ten months, at the
end of which time. they are certain
that a self-supporting church will be
flourishing in Milwaukee.
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