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At the Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension Readiness for Ministry Seminar held April 20
on the campus of Reformed Theological Seminary in
Oviedo, Florida, five OPC Timothy Conference alumni
participated. From left to right, Isaac Fox (Calvary OPC,
Middletown, PA), David Carnes (Lake Sherwood OPC,
Lake Sherwood, FL), Chris Barnard (Calvary OPC,
Tallahassee, FL), Greg Gale (Reformation OPC, Oviedo,
FL) and Ben Ward (Covenant OPC, St. Augustine, FL).
(For more on ten years of the Timothy Conference, see

page 10.)
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GRAPPLING WITH THE

COLLEGE

here?

DECISION

MARY DAVIS // From kindergarten to twelfth grade, year after
year, there’s a numbered step that tells students what to do next.
But after high-school graduation, they are suddenly faced with

one of the biggest decisions of their lives: where do they go from

College price tags, family expecta-
tions, and high-school experience all
play large roles in what a Reformed
student may decide. But more deeply,
their perspective on the role of educa-
tion will shape their decision. As four
OP members look back on their vary-
ing post-high-school paths, they come

to some similar conclusions.

Education: Life’s Ongoing
Instruction

Paige Vanderwey, a member of
Harvest OPC in Wyoming, Michigan,
graduated high school in 2015 and took
a non-traditional path. Although her
parents were college graduates, they
didn't see college as the only route for
their children. Instead, Vanderwey ex-
plains, they taught her and her siblings
to value ongoing learning in whatever
form it took in their lives.

“My mom didn’t homeschool me
to prepare me for college, she home-
schooled me to prepare me for life,” said
Vanderwey. “If I was just going to high
school to get ready for college, that was
not the right attitude.”

After only one semester of classes
at a university, Vanderwey had the op-
portunity to travel to the OP mission
in Uganda. Upon returning, Vanderwey
felt the Lord leading her to the mission
field, but had no immediate opportu-
nity to return. Deciding not to go back
to the university, she found herself at
a crossroads and eventually decided to
enroll at Gillespie Academy, a one-year
post-secondary program in Ontario,

Canada, that is focused on theology,
philosophy, and communication.
“Some people tell me I wasted a
year of my life, because it wasn't the nor-
mal route. I think it changed my life,”
Vanderwey said. “I committed a year to
studying the one whom I worship and
glorify. Eternally, that is of great value.”
She found a stark difference be-

tween the classroom cultures at the uni-

versity and Gillespie. At the university,

Paige Vanderwey in Uganda with a few of her students
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every class had a row of kids in the back
who were sleeping. They didn’t want to
be there. But Gillespie had a different
vibe. “It was an atmosphere of kids that
wanted to learn, wanted to know more,
and were striving to know the Lord in
very specific and focused, serious time,”
she said.

The time at Gillespie was trans-
formative for Vanderwey. “I see things
differently, I think differently,” she said.
Currently laboring again in Uganda,
Vanderwey uses there the critical think-
ing skills and principles she learned at
Gillespie. Both in the States and now
in Uganda, Vanderwey sees a lack of
the “art of discussion.” And it has con-
sequences. “If you don’t know how to
discuss, how to ask questions, you can't
share what you believe, and ultimately,
you can't even know what it is that you
believe,” she said.

On the other hand, the ability to be
a lifelong learner, always asking ques-
tions and thinking critically, is both a
spiritual and a practical help.

“We are learning every day of
our lives no matter where we are,”

Kyle Will hard at work while his son, Jackson, looks on
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she concluded. “Ultimately, educa-
tion is to know God and make him
known—that’s our goal and our pur-
pose throughout all of life, including
education.”

Education: Not an End in Itself

Kyle Will believes that although
education and college don't always go
hand in hand, college is often assumed
to be the only choice for the high-
schooler—or, at least, the only right
choice. A member of Cornerstone OPC
in Houston, Texas, Will felt pressured
as a high-school senior to just follow
the crowd and go to college. “It was the
thing you were supposed to do if you
were going to be successful,” he said.

But that pressure isn't helpful, he
argues. In high school, Will thought he
wanted to attend college for a degree in
information technology (IT) and web
development—until a high-school in-
ternship convinced him that I'T was not
what he wanted to spend the rest of his
life doing. He decided instead to open
a business with an experienced partner
in something that had always been a
hobby: automotive per-
formance.

Will recently sold
his half of that com-
pany to open a truck
and SUV dealership, a
switch that allows him
to spend time with his
growing family. During
the switch, the pressure
from others to go to col-
lege returned, despite
the fact that he transi-
tioned into a job he en-
joys.

He admits that be-
ing self-employed is not
without its challenges.
“I've learned to trust
God a lot more because
there is no guarantee a
paycheck is coming in
two weeks. It certainly
makes you consider that
God is faithful, and he
will provide,” he said.

Instead of pressuring high-school
students to attend college, Will would
stress the fact that there is no one-size-
fits-all path. “It’s a good idea to explore
your natural talents and abilities and
figure out how you can best use them
in a way that creates a good life for you,
contributes to the world, and glorifies
God in doing so.”

When students see education as an
end in itself, they might waste time, en-
ergy, and money on something of little
value to them. They might only go to
college because they think “that’s what
they’re supposed to do, not because they
need it.”

After a close call with the wrong
career path, Will is relieved that he
didn’t invest time and money into a de-
gree that wasn’t right for him. He urges
high-school students to get experience
in the fields in which they are inter-
ested before they graduate high school.
“Whether it be shadowing, working
part-time, or volunteering in several dif-
ferent fields, it’s invaluable experience,
because if you pick one path and invest
in it and it doesn’t work out, then you've
lost a lot.”

Explore your interests and propen-
sities, he says, rather than just looking
for a well-paying career.

Honing Gifts for the Kingdom

A well-paying career was near the
bottom of Madeline McLean’s priori-
ties. McLean, a member of Providence
Presbyterian in Greensboro, North
Carolina, spent her entire senior year of
high school wondering what to do next.
With an interest in someday being a
“wife and mother [who's] home with
my kids,” she wasn't exactly mapping
out career possibilities.

But, encouraged by her mother to
evaluate her abilities and gifts, McLean
decided to audition at Campbell Uni-
versity as a piano pedagogy major. ‘I
knew the Lord had given me ability
and inclination toward music, and so 1
thought this would be a good opportu-
nity for me to study it in a much more
disciplined environment.”

McLean says the self-discipline



Madeline McLean honing her skills as a pianist at Campbell University

her course of study gave her has been an
unexpected and invaluable by-product
of her higher-education experience. As
the classes and lessons honed her natu-
ral gifts, the experience also showed her
areas in which her character needed
to grow and pushed her outside of her
comfort zone.

She advises high-school students
to “prayerfully consider the skills and
the gifts God has given you.” Pointing
to Paul’s emphasis on the varied gifts
of the body of Christ in 1 Corinthians
12, she thinks high-school students
should evaluate where their gifts might
lie. Then the education decision can be
based on what would “grow the abilities
and talents the Lord has given them [in
order] to serve him, serve the commu-
nity, and serve the church.”

As McLean graduates this year,
she seeks to balance education as both
a means to an end and an end in itself.
“The problem with our culture is that
people view [education] much more as
a means to an end than anything else,”
she concluded.

A Love of Learning for Its Own
Sake

Nathan Moelker agrees. A member
of Grace OPC in Sewickley, Pennsyl-
vania, and a junior at Geneva College
studying both English and computer
science, Moelker is bent on preserving
the joy and wonder of education.

“Education has been dominated by
utilitarianism,” he said. “What we need
in education is a love of learning for its
own sake and training for its own sake.”

Rather than asking how to get the
job that pays the most, Moelker advises
the graduating high-school student to
“look at yourself and see what God has
gifted you to do and pursue it in such a
way that you don’t kill your own curios-
ity and desire to learn. Whether God is
calling you to be a plumber or a pastor,
the world he has made is a wonderful,

complicated, confusing but amazing,
beautiful thing.”
Although he believes that finding

Old Main at Geneva College, where
Nathan Moelker is class of 2019

a job is important—Moelker hopes his
double major will allow him to enter
law school or seminary after gradu-
ation—he notes that there are many
people attending college who do not
want to be there, and who probably
shouldn’t be. When in doubt about the
future, students are encouraged to break
down education into a money calcula-
tion—to their detriment. “People try to
find themselves by asking, ‘What will
make the most money? I'll do that’
And that is very spiritually unhelpful,”
Moelker said.

He encourages high-school stu-
dents to know their gifts rather than
their financial bottom line. When they
do, the “how” of learning will fall in
line, too: “Delight in and learn about
God and his world—that is how we use
our gifts well.”

A Student’s Chief End

Whether one leaves high school
to attend college, learn a trade, raise a
family, or start a business, a heart in-
clined to learning is a biblical attitude
for Christians.

Oh how I love your law! It is my
meditation all the day. Your com-
mandment makes me wiser than
my enemies, for it is ever with me. I
have more understanding than all my
teachers, for your testimonies are my

meditation. (Psalm 119:97-99)

And certainly, as these men and
their
needed to include more than how much

women discovered, decisions
money they will make in five years and
also more than what they feel will fulfill
them.

Although discovering vocation or
abiding passions is good and helpful,
students’ goals as they graduate high
school should not be primarily to dis-
cover who they are as a person, but who
God is and how they can glorify and
enjoy him.

The author is a writer and editor living
in Louisiana with her husband and son,
members of Grace Presbyterian Church
PCA in Metairie, Louisiana.
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OP MINISTRY TO
COLLEGE AND

UNIVERSITY STU

LAURA JANE KILGORE // 'The traditional college ministry in
the United States tends to promote student leadership, have little

not the equivalent of a local church.

DENTS

emphasis on accountability, and keep students within the university

circle. While such ministries can provide a great service, they are

Instead of establishing this type of
college ministry, OP churches around
the country are treating college minis-
try as a bridge to connect students who
are living and working inside the aca-
demic bubble to the larger, soul-feeding
church family.

“I resist the idea that we have a col-
lege ministry,” explained Everett Henes,
pastor of Hillsdale OPC in Hillsdale,
Michigan, although 30 percent of the
congregation are students at nearby
Hillsdale College. In fact, the church
was started in part by college students,
and it will always have a college-student
focus. Yet the students at Hillsdale OPC
are not separated from the congregation
for their fellowship or growth. Instead,
Henes said, they are an integral part of
the church itself.

At Hillsdale and other OP church-
es, integrating college and university
students is done through outreach, hos-

pitality, service, and discipleship.

Outreach

With few resources for dynamic
college outreach methods, many OP
pastors are creating a type of college
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evangelism that’s both creative and
simple.

Located near Oregon State Univer-
sity, Westminster Presbyterian Church
in Corvallis, Oregon, hosts a weekly
on-campus international student lun-
cheon along with several area church-
es. Because of the limited resources of
their church, “it was clear to us that, if
we wanted to have a presence on the
campus, it would be best to partner with
other churches or existing ministries,”
Pastor Martin Emmrich said.

Charles Williams, associate pas-
tor of Bethel Presbyterian in Wheaton,
Illinois, noted that outreach to college
students can be motivated by a “desire
just to get fresh blood so that there’s a
little more liveliness at the church,” but
that true growth is marked by the indi-
vidual relationships with students, not
numeric success.

That’s why some pastors make
themselves physically available for one-
on-one conversations and outreach on
campus. Some simply create a campus
presence through weekly lunch gather-
ings or by just setting up shop at the
central campus coftee shop.

Others take advantage of univer-
sity-sponsored events, like church days
or rush week, to set up a table on cam-
pus and pass out literature to students.
'These books, brochures, and pamphlets
may come with free lunch if students
are willing to meet with the pastor to
discuss their readings.

Hospitality

College students are certainly no-
torious for hunting down free food.
But they’re often hungry for some-
thing more: community. “We live in a
disconnected world, and students need
connection,” Henes said. For freshmen,
college can be unexpectedly lonely,
and an open door can mean the world.
It doesn’t have to be anything fancy,
stressed Henes. “We give them food,
because that’s what college students
love, and they might wrestle with my
kids...We have a lot of fond memories
of students hanging out in our house.”

At Covenant OPC, which is just
across Wolf Creek from Grove City
College in Pennsylvania, individual
attendees

families “adopt” student

for monthly dinners, Sunday lunch,



College lunch at Living Water OPC, Springfield, OH

or whenever the wind blows them in.
Multiple families can also team up to
care for groups of students at Covenant.
'The practice is so unifying, Pastor Jer-
emy Jones said, because “everyone loves
to sit at table together.”

Hospitality can also be practiced
on Sunday morning. Students are con-
stantly surrounded by their peers and
probably don’t need more of the same
exclusive environment when they come
to church. At Covenant, the students
are integrated with the young adults,
families, and elderly members of the
congregation.

Service

Churches may be tempted to ex-
pect little from college students, hover-
ing as they are at the brink of adulthood
and often absent from the church dur-
ing summers and holidays. However, no
group is so closely knit
together as when they’re
serving together, said
Daniel Doleys, pastor
of Living Water OPC
in Springfield, Ohio. If
college students are feel-
ing disconnected from
the body of Christ, then
they should be involved
in service.

Students
nearby Cedarville Uni-

from

versity assist in Sunday
school classes and the
nursery at Living Water.

When the Doleys fam-

ily moved into a new

house, students helped
with renovations. For his
part, Doleys holds “The-
ology Nights” and one-
on-one discipleship.
Student service op-
portunities can look dif-
ferent for each church.
Pastor Jones said that
OPC s
blessed and served by

Covenant

their college students’

“robust  congregational

singing” on  Sunday

mornings.
Discipleship

With an emphasis on scriptural
teaching and preaching, OP churches
are usually strong on congregational
exhortation. But college students also
desperately need personal, one-on-one
discipleship. They may be far away from
family members and other solid, long-
term relationships as well as being un-
willing or uncertain about seeking new
mentors. Whether they realize it or not,
each student is looking for something
that will answer the big questions of
life. That’s where the church comes in.

With a background in ministry
at both Wheaton College and Calvin
College, Williams teaches the Bible
to students as something that engages
both the mind and the heart instead of
a mere academic discipline. Students
need a fruitful understanding of the

College group at Covenant OPC, Grove City, PA

law of God as “something that drives
us to Christ and serves as a guide for
Christian living,” he said. Prayer, Bible
reading, and church attendance are the
three spiritual disciplines that Williams
encourages his students to develop in
their formative college years—as well
as accepting the hospitality offered to
them by members of the church.

The Challenges of College
Ministry

Universities are often hotspots of
cultural change, which can pose signifi-
cant challenges to local church ministry.
Emmrich, a native of Germany, noted
firsthand in Europe an increased hostil-
ity toward Christians, and believes the
same thing is happening in the United
States. “The general mood in this coun-
try is changing and the winds are blow-
ing,” he said.

In response, Westminster Pres-
byterian is seeking to demonstrate to
students that “Christianity is a thinking
religion and not just a naive worldview.”
At Wheaton College, Williams similar-
ly believes that modern and postmod-
ern philosophy is reshaping evangelical
norms. “Rather than saying the moral
law of God, the Decalogue, is the grid
through which we view ethics,” he said,
“the trifocal lens of race, class, and gen-
der is becoming the new grid.”

These challenges are coupled with
the transient nature of college ministry:
even when students are receptive, they
usually move away in
a few months or years.

Yet, the rewards
of college ministry
are vast and relation-
ships sweet. “They’re
really wonderful,”
Emmrich said about
the students at his
church. “It’s just
beautiful to see how
they live out their
faith.”[d

The author is a writer,
editor, and member of
Trinity  Presbyterian
OPC in Waco, Texas.
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A CASE FOR CH
|G

would have laughed me out of the lobby!

RIST
ER EDUCATION

JUDITH M. DINSMORE // Back when Geneva professor and
OP elder Dr. James Gidley was a student, student loans weren't a

thing. Had he walked into a bank and asked for one, he said, “they

AN

'”

Nobody’s laughing today. The Pew Research Center reports

that Americans “owed more than $1.3
trillion in student loans at the end of
June [2017], more than two and a half
times what they owed a decade earlier.”
Students who graduate with a bachelor’s
degree owe a median of $25,000; post-
graduate degree holders are at $43,000.

As debt-averse Calvinists, these
numbers probably make us itchy. They
don't sit well with Gidley, either. The
cost of higher education has risen faster
than inflation for years and contributes
to what Gidley calls a vicious cycle:
“As schools cost more, parents demand
more of them, which then costs more
money. The high expense, then, is driv-
ing the pragmatic view of school.” Stu-
dents think that if they’re going to at-
tend, it had better be worth their while
in dollars.

The High Cost of Non-Christian
Education

But after looking at the price tag,
many students opt out of Christian
higher education. After all, if one has
grown up with Christian training in
home or school or both, how difficult
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can it be to navigate a secularized stu-
dent environment—especially if it’s
cheaper?

“I don’t think
that’s good thinking,”
Geneva College pres-
ident Calvin Troup
said. “It’s common
thinking, but not
good thinking.”

It doesnt look
closely at the cost of
that secularized envi-
ronment, he claimed.
The general educa-
tion courses at a secu-
lar school, where each
student begins, are
the courses most permeated with an an-
ti-Christian bias. It may not be flashy or
in your face, but it is “intellectually pro-
found and pervasive,” Troup said. He
speaks from experience: in one case, he
was teaching at a large public university
and hanging out in the faculty lounge.
The professors were swapping strategies
on how to fix the big campus problem
of “all these students from our state who

are too Christian and too conservative,”

Troup remembered.
A 2017 study done by the Gallup-

Geneva College president Calvin L. Troup

Knight Foundation backs him up. In
its findings, college students were more
likely to perceive that liberals are able
to freely express their views on campus
(92 percent) than conservatives are (69
percent).

One dad of a freshman told Troup
about the message he heard from a state
school during welcome week. “We see
our job as unlearning everything you've



learned at home,” the college told its
incoming students, “and re-teaching
you to become a global citizen.” Secular
higher education may not have chapel
on Wednesday morning, but they are
evangelizing nonetheless.

And counteracting their message is
hard. “You will not have a God Is Not
Dead experience,” Troup said. In that
film, a Christian student disproves a
hostile professor. In real life, Troup ex-
plained, non-Christian PhDs are not
nearly that inept. “You might survive
with your Christianity intact. But youd
get eaten alive intellectually. It’s not a
fair fight.”

To flip it around, what students
won’t encounter at a secular school is
the “positive, Christ-centered, high-oc-
tane, Christian intellectual tradition of
a biblically integrated core that you can
get at a good Christian college,” he said.

More Than a Data Download

Derek Halvorson, president of
Covenant College in Lookout Moun-
tain, Georgia, honed in on a different
concern with secular higher education.

Historically, he explained, higher
education has been intricately con-
nected with spiritual formation. With
the rise of the research university model
in the late nineteenth and early twen-
tieth century, however, higher educa-
tion “became all about the production
of knowledge and the acquisition of
knowledge for practical purposes.” The
result, he says, is that most institutions
have abandoned themselves to a shal-
low vision of education: giving oneself
the skills necessary to get a job that
makes money.

“There’s a very strong unspoken
undercurrent in American education
about helping you become successful—
and they define that success by your
economic status or your general happi-
ness,” Halvorson observed.

In contrast, the goal of schools like
Covenant is pretty obvious. “One of the
great benefits of the Christian college
is that their ‘hidden curriculum’ isn’t all
that hidden,” Halvorson said. “We tend
to be very forthright about what we’re

hoping to accomplish and what we’re
hoping to see in the lives of our gradu-
ates.” Their goal as a college is not to
“transition data from one brain to an-
other brain,” but to make disciples.

“We're not just trying to get people
to understand certain facts; we're also
trying to teach people to love certain
things, to long for certain things,” he
said. “We view education as the forma-
tion of people intellectually and emo-
tionally and spiritually.”

This holistic perspective should be
old news. Reformation Bible College
(RBC) in Sanford, Florida, sees itself as
a direct inheritor of the rich tradition
of liberal arts. “We are not in any way
an innovator or unique in the twenty-
first century,” its president, Dr. Stephen

4

The campus of Reformation Bible College in Sanford, FL

J. Nichols, said. “We see ourselves as
meaningfully connected to our past and
part of a tradition that we find has a
great value of life in the present.”

At RBC, students take classes in
the great works of art, literature, and
music, as well as the Bible and theology.
Nichols happily admits that it’s not a
school for everyone—although it’s cur-
rently at capacity and expanding its fa-
cility—but also that it’s more than just a
pre-seminary undergrad school.

“Being compelling communica-
tors of the written word and of the
spoken word are almost essential skills
to success in whatever students do...
The most timely education is a timeless
education. We’re preparing students for
careers that maybe don’t even exist yet.”

With this “timeless” education,

RBC is attempting to reclaim the #7iin
university—the “one-ness” of cohesive
educational offerings. What's offered in
fragmented secular education may have
great practical use but is disconnected
from a larger moral or ethical frame-
work—and often disconnected from a
historical perspective as well, Nichols
said.

The Great Divide

'This fragmentation, Gidley argues,
goes deep. An inhabitant of academic
worlds for forty years, Gidley has wit-
nessed a widening gap between the
“two sides” of a traditional campus: the
humanities and the sciences. On the one
side, humanities faculty in America in
the last century have given over to rela-
tivism. “Any claim to
truth they see as just a
way to justify power,”
Gidley said. The oth-
er side, the sciences,
spends all their time
test-
ing, and deducing—

hypothesizing,

“philosophically, they
haven’t gotten past
1750.” One side is
saying that there is
no truth, the other
side is constantly oc-
cupied in finding out
the truth via the scientific method.

Gidley uses as an example biologi-
cal determinism versus transgender ad-
vocacy: a prominent biologist recently
made the case that all social behavior
is biologically determined, and yet si-
multaneously, transgender advocates
routinely dismiss biological reality in
favor of psychological conviction. There
is a wide gulf between the claims, yet
they coexist on college campuses. “The
humanists and scientists get along by
never talking to each other,” Gidley
concluded.

But he cautions that Christians
make the same mistake when they view
the sciences as morally neutral. OP
parents might break out in hives, for

[Continued on page 19.]
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

TEN YEARS
OF THE OPC
TIMOTHY
CONFERENCE

// DANNY E. OLINGER

n April 9, 2008, the day before the first OPC Timothy

Conference, David Winslow and his wife, Susan, worked
around the clock to make sure that the fourteen young men
hoping to attend would not miss the event due to over one
thousand cancelled airplane flights that day. On April 12 of
this year, the Winslows were again working with airline rep-
resentatives so that the twelve young men who had attended
the 2018 conference would not be stranded in snowy Chicago.

These challenges were a wonderful symmetry of service
to mark the Winslows’ last conference before retirement. At-
tendee Jared Foy from Trinity OPC in Grants Pass, Oregon,
expressed thankfulness for the “singular devotion” of the Win-
slows in assisting him and the rest of the 2018 attendees with
all the logistical issues involved.

The Winslows’ service has not been the only constant
through the eleven Timothy Conferences. Another has been
the Lord’s grace in raising up a generation of men who love
him and his church. When
the Committee on Christian
Education first announced in
December 2007 that it was
planning to hold a conference
“to assist the OPC to be faith-
ful in her calling to entrust the
gospel to the next generation,”
they hoped for a total of ten
young men willing to attend.
Not only did thirty young
men attend the first Timothy
Conference (split into two ses-
sions), but since its beginning
a total of 173 men have come.

OPC  ministers (over
thirty in total) have instructed
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Patrick Waggoner, Nathan Moelker, Micah Shaw, and
Caleb Frahm taking notes at the conference

these men on the ministerial office of the Word, the internal
and external call to the ministry, seminary training, the process
of becoming a minister in the OPC, and how to prepare spiri-
tually for the ministry.

The sessions of ninety-seven OP churches have recom-
mended young men later approved for the conference. Har-
vest in Wyoming, Michigan, has sent seven men, and Grace in
Sewickley, Pennsylvania, has sent five. Churches that have sent
four men include Covenant in Sinking Spring, Pennsylvania;
Grace in Vienna, Virginia; Redeemer in Beavercreek, Ohio;
and Grace in Columbus, Ohio. Churches in the presbyteries
of the Midwest, Ohio, and Mid-Atlantic have sent the most
participants with twenty-two, twenty-one, and sixteen men
respectively.

Close to one-third of Timothy Conference attendees
have been the sons or grandsons of OP officers. Just as many
had individually come to the OPC while attending college or
were from families that had been members of OP congrega-
tions for less than five years.

Five Timothy Conference
attendees have been ordained
to gospel ministry in the
OPC: Caleb Smith, associate
pastor at Calvary in Glenside,
Pennsylvania; Adrian Crum,
associate pastor at Reforma-
tion Fellowship in Roseville,
California; Jonathan Cruse,
pastor at Community Presby-
terian in Kalamazoo, Michi-
gan; Zachary Simmons, pas-
tor at Resurrection in State
College, Pennsylvania; and
Michael

ate pastor at Providence in

associ-

Spangler,

Greensboro, North Carolina.

Nathan Moelker, Craig Troxel, Collin Vis, Caleb
Frahm, and Noah Berry at the Oriental Institute



Alexander Patocs has been ordained and installed as a deacon
at Calvin OPC in Phoenix, Arizona.

Timothy Conference alumni who are under care of a
presbytery or are licensed and have served an OPC ministe-
rial internship include Ben Gordon (2008), John Holloway
(2008), Seth Dorman (2009), David Bonner (2010), Aijalon
Church (2011), Elijah De Jong (2012), Jeremiah Dickinson
(2012), Benjamin Woodring (2012), Tyler Detrick (2013),
Zachary Siggins (2013), Benjamin Ward (2014), and David
Carnes (2014).

In addition, some alumni are currently attending semi-
nary or are enrolled for seminary classes in the upcoming
school year, such as James Stafford (2010), Joseph Pollard
(2010), Christopher Barnard (2012), and Lawrence Gale
(2014). Other Timothy Conference participants such as Mat-
thew Walker (2008), David Kuhfuss (2008),and Ethan Chong
(2012) have served as missionary associates in the OPC.

Four seminaries have graciously opened their doors to
host the conference: Westminster Seminary California, Mid-
America Reformed Seminary, Greenville Presbyterian Theo-
logical Seminary, and Westminster Theological Seminary.

Each year, local OP churches host the attendees, provid-
ing both meals and help with transportation. The list includes
Harvest in San Marcos, California; Escondido in Escondido,
California; Providence in Temecula, California; Matthews in
Matthews, North Carolina; Calvary in Glenside, Pennsylva-
nia; Covenant in Orland Park, Illinois; New Covenant Com-
munity in Joliet, Illinois; and Bethel in Wheaton, Illinois.

On the extracurricular day of the conference, attendees
have surfed in the Pacific Ocean, toured historic Presbyterian
landmarks in Philadelphia, and visited the Art Institute of
Chicago. At the 2018 conference, the men received a special-
ized tour of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chica-
go led by Shawn Goodwin, a member at Bethel in Wheaton.

In the Words of the Attendees

Many men who attend the Timothy Conference are not
sure about God’s calling in their lives but are excited to learn
more about the Word of God and to have fellowship with
others their age. Although ministry had crossed the mind of
2018 attendee Caleb Frahm (Covenant OPC, San Jose, Cali-
fornia), he had never felt a strong calling to be pastor. At the
conference, he said, “I found a group of individuals in the same
position I found myself, curious about the calling God may
have for my life.... The conference convicted me to utilize the
opportunities I have at church to serve, to seek mentorship
from my pastors, and to learn Scripture and theology.”

The best part about the Timothy Conference, according
to Marius Du Plessis (Ketoctin Covenant Presbyterian, Pur-
cellville, Virginia), is “being in the company of godly young
and older men who love the Lord and are ready to serve him
wherever that may be.”

The author is editor of New Horizons.

OUR MEMBERSHIP VOWS
Dependence on the Holy Spirit

Glen J. Clary

The sin of Adam changed us in two ways. It changed our
status and our nature. In terms of our status, it made us
guilty and unrighteous law-breakers. In terms of our nature,
it made us defiled and depraved. As a result of Adam’s sin,
we are born with a sinful nature, and until we are born
again, we are corrupt in every part of our being—our mind,
our will, our emotions, our desires, and so on.

The good news, however, is that God has promised to
change our sinful nature by the power of his Holy Spirit.
God said:

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your
idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart,
and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will re-
move the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a
heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey

my rules. (Ezek. 36:25-27)

Only God can change our sinful nature. We cannot
change ourselves. We are entirely dependent on the Spirit
of God to change us.

This doctrine—often referred to as total depravity—
crosses our pride. We want to think of ourselves as basically
good people with a few flaws or imperfections. And we
assume that we have the ability to change ourselves. We do
not want to recognize that we are slaves of sin and power-
less to free ourselves from that bondage.

But we must humble ourselves before God and admit
that we are guilty and ruined by sin and that we are totally
unable to change our nature without his saving power.
That’s what the third membership vow is asking you to do:
“Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor
and humble yourself before God?”

® Out of the Mouth...

My boys were discussing heaven, and my twelve-
year-old observed that, since John Wayne and
Jimmy Stewart had been Presbyterians, “we might
see them in the new heavens and the new earth.”
“Yeah,” his seven-year-old brother mournfully re-
plied, “but we probably won't be able to say any-
thing to them because we'll be singing all the time!”
—Joel Ellis
Apache Junction, AZ

Note: If you have an example of the humorous “wisdom” that can
come from children, please send it to the editor.
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FOREIGN MISSIONS

THE WIND
BLOWS WHERE
IT WISHES

// HEERO E. C. HACQUEBORD

In the dark of night, a man named Nicodemus quietly moved
through town to have a private conversation with that fas-
cinating teacher and miracle-worker, Jesus of Nazareth. The
things he heard about true faith and spiritual life were as
shocking and unexpected as the person of Jesus himself. The
haunting words rung in his ears: “You must be born again.’
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (John 3:7-8).

This article is the story of how the Spirit of God has
similarly “blown” in the heart of a young woman named Iryna
(“Ira”) and that of her husband, Volodymyr (“Vova”), here in
Ukraine.

Meeting Christ at Summer Camp

As is usually the case, their story includes the story of
several others. First, let me introduce Sashko.

Even before I moved from Kiev to Lviv in 2007, Sash-
ko contacted me and our Lviv team leader, Doug Shepherd.
(Doug Shepherd and I are both a part of the PCA’s Mission to
the World in Lviv.) Sashko was
eager to meet the American Pres-
byterians who wanted to plant a

[

new church in historic Lviv. Even
though Sashko was still a teen-
ager, he had already started his
own English language ministry to
high-school students in the city
and was seeking to involve us in
this significant work!

At this point, my wife, Anya,
and I hadn’t even moved from
Kiev to Lviv. But once we did,
Sashko approached me about do-

12 / NEW HORIZONS / JULY 2018

Ira at the Hacquebords' first English camp in 2008

The Lord has worked in and through
the lives of Ira and Vova

ing a weeklong business English class at a local high school.
Eager to get my feet wet in ministry and to develop more re-
lationships in the city, I readily agreed—despite my complete
lack of experience speaking “business English.” Thankfully, my
wife was there to help! This extracurricular class for seniors
about to graduate turned out to be a very enjoyable and fruit-
ful time. At the end of the week, several of the students were
interested in attending the summer English camp for high-
schoolers offered by Sashko’s organization.

Through one of the students from that class, Olya, we also
met a spunky ninth-grader named Ira. Her infectious smile
and radiant eyes communicated her positive outlook on life
and desire to learn. Ira wanted to go to the English camp as
well, but by the time she found out about it, all the spots were
already taken. When another acquaintance gave her place to
Ira, though, her summer dream came true.

Doug and I visited that same camp to learn from Sashko’s
experience. On the last evening, we witnessed many students’
emotional response to a call given by the American team to
surrender their lives to Christ. We recognized several students
from the business English class who now had tears stream-
ing down their cheeks. It was something to behold! Notwith-
standing such a moving experi-
ence, their lives did not begin to
change significantly right away.
In Iras case specifically, although
her tears were certainly heartfelt,
it would take many more months
for her to come to true faith in Je-
sus of Nazareth.

Olya and Ira began to at-
tend weekly activities organized
by Sashko’s team. They were not
ready to attend the Protestant
church plant Sashko was a part of
since they were culturally still con-



nected to the Greek Catholic church (the predominant church
of Western Ukraine). Yet they became increasingly involved
with it. When Sashko helped us with our first English camp
for college students in 2008, Ira became an eager translator for
it. She continued to attend Sashko’s camps, meeting her future
husband, Vova, at camp in 2009.
Eventually, Ira and Vova
began to attend the Protestant
church plant. Ira’s parents did
not mind her involvement with
the Protestant group. Her mother
was from a Greek Catholic back-
ground and her father was a self-
proclaimed atheist, but they could
see positive changes in her life
taking place during her involve-
ment with the Protestants. When
Ira decided to be baptized in this
new church, however, alarm bells
went off in her parents’ heads.
Engaging  his  youngest
daughter in a rare heart-to-heart talk, Ira’s dad eagerly tried
to convince her that all this religious stuft was for the birds.
When that approach rolled off Ira like water from a duck’s
back, her mom stepped in: “You know, Ira, how religious your
grandmother is. If you get baptized in this church, then she
will not take it well at all. It might even cause her death!” But
Ira had made her choice. She loved Jesus Christ and wanted
to live for him, even if her family did not support or under-
stand her. She and Vova entered university, got married, and
remained active in their church.

Growing in Faith in Poland

Meanwhile, Sashko was on his own personal and spiritual
journey that led him first to be a member of our church-plant-
ing team that established Lviv’s only (but not first) Reformed
and Presbyterian church, and then later to be instrumental in
ministry in Krakow, Poland. The work in Krakow eventually
became a Presbyterian church plant led by Sashko and sup-
ported by many others—including Presbyterians from North-
ern Ireland and our church in Lviv.

Needing a strong church-planting team, Sashko asked
several of his friends from Lviv to consider joining him in
Krakow. In time, Olya, Ira, and Vova all picked up and moved
to Poland and became integral parts of this ministry to the
people of Krakow.

Under Sashko’s leadership, the church’s core group met
weekly to study the Heidelberg Catechism together. Vova and
Ira realized that there was something significantly different in
what they were hearing compared to the teaching of their for-
mer church, yet it agreed with everything that they had read
in Scripture.

In the beginning of 2017, their formative time in Krakow
was cut short. Vova was not able to find a new job in time to

New members’ class in L'viv

renew his Polish visa, and he and Ira returned to Ukraine.

Back in Lviv, Vova and Ira continued to attend their pre-
vious church. Yet Vova kept thinking and reading books on
Reformed theology. He and Ira finally realized that, although
they loved the people in their church, they just didnt agree
with the church’s teaching and direction. It was then that—on
Sashko’s recommendation—they
began attending our church regu-
larly.

Life in L'viv

And so, for the past several
months, we have been overjoyed
to renew our acquaintance with
Ira and to get to know Vova. As
a matter of fact, they just finished
our latest new members’ class and
anticipate being officially accept-
ed into our church in the coming
weeks. We praise God for the ad-
dition of this young couple to our
community and look forward to seeing his continuing work
in their lives.

As the Spirit of God moves and blows among us, he does
amazing things. He touches people’s lives, changing them for-
ever, and uses all of his church in the process. It’'s wonderful to
witness his work—even if we only see a small part of it!

The author is an OP missionary to Ukraine. Please pray that the
Holy Spirit may continue to work in the hearts of many students
during the summer camp this month.

322 What's New

// Comings/Goings

After completing four terms of missionary service,
Rev. and Mrs. David A. Okken are returning to the
United States with their children, Megan, Jacob, and
Caleb, in mid-July from Karamoja, Uganda, where
David has served as a missionary evangelist since
2001. David has accepted a call to labor as a pastor
at Shiloh Presbyterian Church, OPC, in Raleigh, North
Carolina.

Miss Kathleen Y. Winslow (Westminster OPC,
Westminster, CA) concluded her two-year term as a
missionary associate in the Czech Republic at the end
of June.

Miss Ashley F. Cunningham (Covenant Presbyterian
Church, OPC, Buford, GA) has postponed her service
as a missionary associate in Karamoja, Uganda, until a
later date.
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HOME MISSIONS

MINISTRY IN
THE “CROWN
OF THE
VALLEY"

// MATTHEW E. COTTA

Set off from the hustle and bustle of Los Angeles, the city
of Pasadena, California, has a life, culture, and character of
its own. You might know about the city through its nationally
televised Rose Bowl and Rose Parade or from the 1964 Jan
and Dean hit, “The Little Old Lady from Pasadena.”

Not nearly as fast-paced as L.A. (except for the Little Old
Lady), Pasadena is also quieter, more relaxed, and definitely
more floral. Situated in the beautiful San Gabriel Valley at the
foot the San Gabriel Mountain range, it is, as its Chippewa
name translates, the “crown of the valley.”

A New Church for Pasadena

Pasadena OPC began around three years ago when a small
group of committed believers, led by Pastor Chris Hartshorn,
a church planter in Anaheim Hills, began a home Bible study
close to Providence Christian College. The nearest OPC being
more than forty minutes away on the infamous L.A. freeways,
this group began to meet in hope that it might one day be an
OP church plant.

At the time, the Presbytery of Southern California and its
Missions Committee were already stretched thin and working
with several other church plants throughout the region, so the
group in Pasadena waited patiently. In 2017, the Presbytery
determined that it had sufficient time and resources to turn its
attention to the group in Pasadena and called me, Matthew
Cotta, as church planter.

When I was contacted by the Presbytery of Southern

Home Missions Today

For up-to-date Home Missions news and prayer
updates, e-mail HomeMissionsToday@opc.org.
New editions: July 4, 18.
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New members being received into Pasadena OPC

California, I was in my fourteenth year of service as pastor of
Grace OPC in Hanover Park, Illinois. Grace OPC has a long
history of pastors whose service at Grace prepared them for
other ministries in the OPC, including Douglas Clawson, Da-
vid Cummings, and Jim Bosgraf. It seemed that the Lord had
so prepared me as well, and, as I was unable to deny the inward
call, my family and I agreed to leave our beloved church fam-
ily in Hanover Park, as well as our friends, schools, and newly
purchased house, and move out to California.

We arrived in July 2017, and I began lea