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REFLECTIONS ON THE 
GOODNESS OF OUR 
LORD

commanded us, send missionaries to 
the nations to establish his worship 
(planting churches in which his people 
are discipled, baptized, and taught) and 
to cast the net—to go—to bring the 
lost into that worship. 

Following the pattern of Scripture, 
these young church plants on the mis-
sion field, by his grace, grow in their 
whole-hearted embrace of the system 
of doctrine that is taught in the Scrip-
ture and reflected in our Reformed con-
fessions. And over time, we see them 
also grow in their ability to provide for 
their own needs and for those of the 
poor around them; to govern them-
selves according to the biblical pattern, 
as the Lord provides sound and godly 
ministers, elders, and deacons; and, in 
turn, to continue the process of carry-
ing out that Great Commission to the 
next village and then to another half-
way around the world. This is a process 
that usually takes some time—often it’s 
multi-generational—and that requires 

MARK T. BUBE // In what has come to be known as the Great 
Commission, our Savior, shortly before he returned to the Fa-
ther in heaven, commanded his apostles—and through them, his 
church—to go, make disciples, baptize, and teach. And to this very 
day, churches that would be faithful to observe all that he had  

much patience, self-restraint, and wait-
ing upon the Lord, and always with our 
eyes fixed upon Christ. And yet how 
truly delightful it is to serve a glorious 
Lord who continues to work power-
fully and supernaturally every day of 
our lives. 

An Adventure in Grace

For the past thirty-one years, as 
general secretary of the Committee on 
Foreign Missions, it has been a joy and 
a privilege—an “adventure in grace,” if 
you will—to see with my own eyes the 
wonders of his hand at work through 
the labors of your missionaries as they, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, press 
on faithfully to gather and build his 
church in faraway corners of the globe. 
And as his Word has been earnestly and 
lovingly proclaimed in distant lands to 
thousands who are otherwise perish-
ing in their sins, time and again we’ve 
witnessed his Spirit apply that Word to 
the hearts of his precious ones to cause 

them to repent of their sins and to flee 
in faith to our Savior—each case of 
which is a supernatural work!

Have you ever seen the look in 
someone’s face when it first begins to 
dawn on him or her that there might be 
forgiveness for sins? We are all sinners, 
and (apart from Christ) we all carry the 
terrible burden of our sins around with 
us every day. Christ tells us in his Word 
that all people who have ever lived 
know that there is a God to whom they 
will one day have to give an answer, but 
that they suppress that knowledge, ex-
changing truth for a lie, to pursue their 
own sinful desires. But we all also know 
that (unless Christ comes first!) we’re 
going to die. 

And then one day someone, per-
haps even a strange foreigner from a dif-
ferent culture, comes and opens up the 
gospel, and the Spirit gives ears to hear, 
and they comprehend for the first time 
that there is repentance and forgive-
ness for sin in Jesus Christ—and that 
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they safely can flee in faith to Christ 
and know that he will never turn them 
away. And warming in their faces is a 
wonderful peace, some tears of joy, and 
a keen anticipation of delighting in 
their newly found Savior.

Ministry to Image-Bearers 

In his Word, Christ teaches me to 
view each person that he brings across 
my path as his image-bearer, no mat-
ter how different all our externali-
ties—language, ethnicity, economic or 
cultural situations—might be. And not 
only as a fellow image-bearer, but since 
Christ has with his blood purchased for 
God men from every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation, I need to con-
sider that this one who he is bringing 
into my life just now might also be one 
of those precious ones for whom he 
died—and I need to love this one, just 
as my Savior has loved me.

As part of our ministry of mercy 
in the name of Christ, our missionar-
ies have been involved in the opera-
tion of three different medical facili-
ties in three different nations over the 
past thirty years, all in a region of the 
world where, if one went to a typical 
government (or secular) medical facil-
ity, the doctors (if they were present at 
all) would probably be drunk and the 
necessary medicines or drugs would 
long ago all have been pilfered and sold 
on the black market; and worst of 
all, you would be treated like an 
animal. 

One of the first things that 
would stand out to an incoming 
patient arriving at any of the three 
medical works through which the 
Lord gave us the privilege to minis-
ter mercy was that, when someone 
entered the gate, they were treated 
with the respect and dignity that 
befits an image-bearer, as someone 
who had intrinsic value because 
they are made in God’s image. This 
is part of our testimony and might 
be one of the reasons that patients 
and their families will walk for 
hours, often bypassing other clin-
ics, to come to us for treatment. 

In the ordinary course of events, 
maybe it will please the Lord to use 
the ministrations of our missionar-
ies and the local medical staffs they 
have trained to treat the malady that 
brought the patient to the clinic with 
success. Or maybe not, for maybe they 
waited too long to come, or the neces-
sary medications just weren’t available 
to us—but we still have time to pray 
with them and carry their needs to the 
throne of grace, and to show them the 
compassion of Jesus. 

Learning in Humility

Meeting brothers and sisters in 
Christ among those to whom we min-
ister on our mission fields has been such 
a blessing. In Christ our hearts are al-
ready knit closer together than they will 
ever be with our own blood relatives 
who do not know Christ. The shared 
joy that is ours in the use of the ordi-
nary means of grace together, especially 
in the context of gathering for worship, 
is a foretaste of the sweet fellowship 
that will be ours with them around the 
throne forever. And we have so much to 
learn from one another.

I remember years ago sharing a 
meal with a brother who had been 
imprisoned multiple times for Christ. 
He had memorized sizable portions of 
Scripture to be prepared for the next 
time he would be put in prison, where 

no Bibles were allowed (note to self: am 
I anywhere near as ready?). Near the 
end of our time together, the brother, 
who is now home with Jesus, looked me 
straight in the eye and pointing with 
his finger, exclaimed, “And you know, 
prison is a wonderful place to share 
the gospel with unbelievers!” I still re-
member like it was just yesterday: that 
sense of a wave sweeping over and then 
melting me with the feeling that I was 
not worthy to be even in the same room 
with this valiant brother, who is a real 
soldier for Christ. 

Another brother from the same 
place related to me how, for several 
brothers and sisters in Christ, it seemed 
that, on their way into prison, the Lord, 
in his merciful providence, would some-
times blind the fingers of the guards as 
they searched incoming prisoners, miss-
ing the Bibles in the prisoners’ pockets. 
Accounts of some of the sweetest fel-
lowship among those united to Christ 
that I’ve ever encountered have occurred 
among those imprisoned together for 
the name of Christ.

It is difficult to overestimate how 
truly miserable mankind’s bondage to 
sin is, and how terrifying the thought 
of God’s lifting his restraining hand 
upon the actions of the evil one ought 
to be. As we look around the world, it 
seems that, generally speaking, the fur-
ther the life of a people is removed from 

Christ and what his Word teaches, 
the crummier their daily lives are. 
It’s fairly easy to see the bondage 
to sin in the wicked and awful pa-
gan practices of the heathen—child 
sacrifice, bodily mutilation, greedy 
impoverishment of widows and or-
phans, and the like—not to mention 
the terror of a life dominated by the 
fanatic and evil wiles of a witch doc-
tor or shaman. But we also see that 
bondage to sin in the graceless and 
sometimes bloody practices of other 
more organized religions that know 
not Christ—in the superstitions of 
Roman Catholicism, in the false 
teachings of the so-called prosper-
ity gospel, and in the overwhelm-
ing meaninglessness of our modern 

Bube at a seminar for church leaders in Manipur, 
India, in 2017 (hosted by the Reformed  

Presbyterian Church of North East India)
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secular culture that denies there can be 
anything called “truth.” 

Yet in every place, Christ is at work, 
redeeming men and women and boys 
and girls for himself. As we seek to be 
useful to our Savior in our engagement 
with the unbelieving world, we are re-
minded that we need to be always ready 
to give an answer for the hope that is 
in us, and to do so with gentleness and 
respect, having a good conscience.

I remember one of our mission-
aries being put under a blood curse 
by a much-feared witch doctor while 
preaching one night to an assembled 
crowd numbering in the hundreds. The 
following night hundreds more turned 
out to watch him drop dead. He didn’t, 
and the light of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ shone brightly into the commu-
nity that night. 

Another one of our missionaries, 
who labored among a people that loved 
riddles, engaged some of the older men 
gathered under a tree while he was 
walking between villages. The question 
that he put to them that day was: “How 
is it that, if you are born once, you die 
twice, but if you are born twice, you die 
only once?” Can you solve the riddle?

Seasons of Ministry

As many who have been involved 
in Christian ministry for any length of 
time have probably experienced first-
hand, it sometimes pleases the Lord—
the One who opens doors that no one 
can shut, and closes doors that no one 
can open—to grant to his servants in his 
gracious providence, certain sweet spots 
or seasons in their labors during which 
the Spirit especially seems to be moving 
across the land and there is much fruit 
being gathered in. Those are the times, 
when at the end of the day, although we 
are tired and dirty and maybe hungry, 
our hearts are overflowing with joy and 
gratitude at the goodness of our God. 
We rejoice in seeing his power made 
manifest in our weakness, and we de-
light in Christ.

We also know that, when the work 
seems to be going well, and it looks 
like we’re making real inroads to his 

[Clockwise from bottom left] Craig Troxel, Doug Clawson, Dick Gaffin, and  
Mark Bube at General Assembly in 2014; Bube teaching on the field  

in Haiti in 2013; Mark and Kathy Bube at Calvary OPC in Glenside, PA

domain, Satan will push back. Hard. 
Trusted workers will betray us or fall 
into serious sin. The sin of pride is al-
ways lurking at our door. We have to re-
mind ourselves over and over again that 
our work, even a fruitful missionary en-
terprise that he is richly blessing in the 
moment, is ultimately never about us: 
it’s always about Jesus Christ and him 
alone. For it is Christ who leads us in 
that triumphal procession, and through 
us spreads the fragrance of the knowl-
edge of him everywhere. 

The psalmist reminds us that our 
days are like grass; we flourish briefly 
like a flower in the field and then we are 
gone. The famous missionary apostle 
opened his heart to a much-troubled 

church plant in Corinth, whom he 
nevertheless dearly loved, declaring, “I 
will most gladly spend and be spent for 
your souls” (2 Cor. 12:15). Brothers and 
sisters, this is what we are doing today, 
and my desire all these years has been 
that it would please our Lord to grant 
our missionaries much joy in their la-
bors unto Christ, even as we ourselves 
are being spent. For together we con-
fess our sure hope that we shall indeed 
look upon the goodness of the Lord in 
the land of the living. To God be the 
glory!  

The author has been general secretary of 
the Committee on Foreign Missions since 
1991.
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SEVEN YEARS 
OF MINISTRY IN 
MONTEVIDEO

Over the years we have had more 
than forty in our services, with new 
visitors every Sunday. We have met in 
a building positioned strategically on 
a busy downtown corner. We have en-
joyed a large sanctuary, a handcrafted 
pulpit, and extra rooms for Sunday 
school. Plus, we have been livestream-
ing our services and uploading them to 
our own YouTube channel. 

But on this Sunday, any visitor 
would think that we were a church just 
getting started.  

Water infiltration of the ceiling 
and walls of our building had forced us 
into this salon (normally used to host 
giant birthday celebrations). This is only 
the latest of a long list of challenges that 
have discouraged our mission over the 
years. Members have left Salvos Por 
Gracia Church, we were robbed of all 
our audio/video equipment, and addi-
tional church-planting attempts have 
not borne visible spiritual fruit. I under-
stand why Montevideo has the reputa-
tion of being “a missionary’s graveyard.” 
So many have come, started their work, 
and then given up and gone home. 

MARK E. RICHLINE // On Sunday morning, I stand behind 
a rickety music stand looking out over a group of twenty people 
seated on wooden fold-up chairs arranged neatly on a dance floor 
with disco balls hanging overhead. Seriously? After nearly seven 
years of rigorous church planting in Montevideo, this is it? 

A good friend recently asked 
me why we are still here. Our faith in 
Christ’s promise to build his church is 
the best answer. We firmly embrace the 
Apostle Paul’s conviction as our own: 
“And I am sure of this, that he who be-
gan a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:6). This powerful declaration 
fills the believer’s heart with assurance 
of salvation. It is God’s project, not 
ours. He started this good work and 

faithfully continues it. And unlike be-
lievers, who exhaust our resources, leav-
ing projects unfinished, God in his infi-
nite power and wisdom will finish the 
good work he has begun in us.  

Just as God works to finish what he 
has begun in us, he is working to finish 
the church he has begun in Christ. He 
who redeemed his people by his own 
precious blood will sanctify them by 
his Spirit until he perfects them at his 
coming (Eph. 1:7–14). Our twenty-six 
members of Salvos Por Gracia Church 
are an important part of a far greater 
project God himself is working to com-
plete. Focused on this reality, we keep 
working now, remembering God’s past 
faithful work, which moves us to expect 
its glorious completion to come.  

Working in the Present

We build Christ’s church as we 
worship together. Our people are scat-
tered all over the city; most spend two 
hours on the bus just to join our ser-
vices. Yet they come to adore our Lord 
in spirit and in truth. Though we rely on 
YouTube for our music accompaniment, 

Richline preaching— 
with disco balls overhead
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we lift our hearts in praise to our Sav-
ior. As I preach through the ministry 
of Elijah and idolatrous Israel, we re-
spond by confessing our own idols and 
submitting our desires to Christ’s will. 
Some of our brothers have asked me for 
my sermon notes to use in their family 
devotions and in their gospel conversa-
tions with others.  

Promoting unity among our mem-
bers has been challenging in these  
COVID-19 days. Three members of 
our church family formed a commit-
tee to plan and promote our fellowship. 
We just enjoyed our first outdoor bar-
becue in three years! Talking, drinking 
our mate (Uruguay’s green tea), playing 
soccer, savoring the slowly cooked meat, 
and listening to God’s Word were all 
done to his glory. Before that, we spent 
a Sunday afternoon preparing and then 
devouring a favorite meal introduced 
by our Venezuelan couple. And before 
that, our married couples came together 
for a night of fun, food, and encourage-
ment from Scripture.  

COVID-19 has also hindered our 
efforts to spread the gospel. Over the 
years, our mission has welcomed many 
short-term groups to assist us with va-
cation Bible school and English clubs. 
However, the pandemic stopped these 
efforts in their tracks. Even recently, 
Uruguay’s border policy prevented 
some interested young people from 
considering service here as missionary 
associates.  

Our Lord, however, gives us oth-
er ways to evangelize. For a while, we 

welcomed the public to our Reformed 
literature table in front of our building. 
Our women also set up a clothing table 
in the same spot and attracted several 
visitors. Far more effective, though, has 
been the love of Christ shown by two of 
our families who have “adopted” trou-
bled young relatives into their already 
small homes. These children constantly 
witness God’s truth in love both in their 
new families and in their church family.

Remembering God’s Past 
Faithfulness

Despite our setbacks, we work, 
drawing our confidence from God’s 
faithfulness. We keep his past faithful-
ness present in our hearts, as did an-
cient Israel (Gen. 28:18, 35:14; Josh. 
4:19–24). I hope you have a regular way 

of doing this for your-
self. Keeping a journal 
is mine. Recording and 
then reflecting on our 
ministry regularly re-
veals to me God’s faith-
ful character weaving 
itself in and out of the 
fabric of his work.  

So many have heard 
the gospel preached as 
they walked by our open 
doors on the Lord’s Day. 
He has used us person-
ally to have many gos-

pel conversations over the years. For 
months, Matías and I met with a young 
Jewish man, persuading him to abandon 
his confidence in his own obedience to 
the law. I loved listening to my brother 
explain with all kinds of illustrations 
how only Christ’s perfect obedience 
justifies us before a holy God.   

Many souls have also been edified 
by our Reformed literature library. Do-
nated funds from generous Orthodox 
Presbyterian churches have made avail-
able Reformed resources on doctrine, 
apologetics, and counseling not only to 
our members but also to visitors from 
other churches. Salvos Por Gracia mem-
bers love to read, so these books have no 
time to collect dust on the shelves.

Through our Mission, the Lord 
has also been constantly caring for this 
body of believers, as it has installed new 
sheet metal roofs on their homes, put 
a necessary addition on another home, 
provided needed appliances, paid for re-
pairs to their cars, and given transport 
to doctor’s appointments. Scores of oth-
ers in the community have experienced 
his love through food baskets, clothing, 
and bus tickets that have been offered 
in his name. 

Another community need the Lord 
has faithfully provided is English con-
versation instruction and practice. For 
years, our Mission offered free English 

[Continued on page 18]

The congregation of Salvos Por Gracia at their first picnic in three years 

Sunday school at Salvos Por Gracia 
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AUGUSTINE’S SHORT 
PRAYERS IN HIS 
CONFESSIONS

However, we should want to grow 
in our prayer life. It’s a positive thing 
to desire more fervent and passionate 
prayers.

Though Scripture should be our 
primary guide for prayer (see Westmin-
ster Larger Catechism Q. 186), it is of-
ten beneficial for Christians to read the 
impassioned prayers of God’s people in 
the past. Their prayers can help us bet-
ter speak to the Lord from the inner-
most recesses of our hearts.

The North African theologian Au-
gustine (354–430) is a good help for 
those who want to pray better. The way 
he articulated the desires and thoughts 
of his heart in prayer is a beautiful ex-
ample of a believer intimately commun-
ing with the Lord. As we listen in on 
Augustine’s prayers, we not only learn 
more about prayer, we’re also spiritually 
moved by the God-ward longings of his 
heart. 

It would take a book to examine all 
of Augustine’s prayers and comments 
about prayer. For now, however, I will 
focus only on his Confessions. This en-

SHANE P. LEMS // Many Christians today would probably agree 
that their prayers are sometimes mediocre. I confess that my own 
prayers are not always full of deep and heartfelt words. Thankfully, 
Christ always intercedes for us, and God is a loving Father. This 
means he always hears the prayers of his children. 

tire book might be considered an au-
tobiographical prayer. To keep it brief, 
however, I want to point out some of 
Augustine’s short prayers in the Con-
fessions. My hope is that a look at these 
prayers will teach you to pray better 
and encourage you to open your hearts 
more as you commune with the Lord in 
prayer. 

Reflective Confession of Past Sin

Before Augustine turned to the 
Lord in faith, he lived for his own sinful 
pleasures. Augustine’s prayers recount-
ing his prodigal adolescent years are 
not restrained: “Lord my God, I sinned 
by not doing as I was told by my par-
ents and teachers” (12). “I abandoned 
you to pursue the lowest things of your 
creation. I was dust going to dust” (16). 

Augustine also understood the 
strong sinful pull of his depraved heart: 
“As an adolescent I went astray from 
you (Ps. 118:76), my God, far from your 
unmoved stability. I became to myself 
a region of destitution” (34). “You were 
with me, and I was not with you” (201). 

He made no excuses. Augustine didn’t 
blame Satan or the very sinful culture 
in which he lived. Instead, he prayed, 
“My stiff neck took me further and fur-
ther away from you. I loved my own 
ways, not yours. The liberty I loved was 
merely that of a runaway” (38). The 
imagery is striking. Augustine realized 
his own depravity led him to stray from 
God into a destitute region where he 
was like a runaway slave with no true 
freedom. And again, he confessed as 
much to God in his prayers. 

Prayer Lesson

When we confess our sins to God, 
it is beneficial sometimes to include our 
past sins. We should not pull up our 
old sins and despair over them—they 
are fully forgiven in Christ! However, 
even David thought about the sins of 
his youth and asked the Lord to remem-
ber them not (Ps. 25:7; cf. Jer. 3:25). The 
sins of our youth might be a burden 
that is difficult for us to bear. Scrip-
ture calls us to cast our cares on the 
Lord, and he will sustain us (Ps. 55:22;  
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1 Pet. 5:7). So speak freely and candidly 
to God about your past sins, confess 
them, and remember that he forgives 
them (Ps. 32:5).

Remembrance of God’s Mercy

Augustine was also aware of his 
ongoing sinfulness and continued need 
for God’s mercy. He prayed for more 
mercy: “‘Lord hear my prayer (Ps. 60:2) 
that my soul may not collapse (Ps. 83:3) 
under your discipline (Ps. 54:2), and 
may not suffer exhaustion in confessing 
to you your mercies, by which you have 
delivered me from all my evil ways” 
(17). Augustine knew that even when 
he was a wayward youth, it was in God’s 
providence: “For you were always with 
me, mercifully punishing me, touching 
with a bitter taste all my illicit pleasures” 
(25). Augustine was deeply thankful to 
God for this “bitter” mercy. “You are the 
physician, I am the patient. You are piti-
ful [full of pity], I am the object of pity” 
(202). “You pierced my heart with the 
arrow of your love” (156).

Augustine also knew God’s mercy 
had brought him out of destitution into 
the light of his love. “You had pity on it 
[my heart] when it was at the bottom of 
the abyss [of sin]” (29). “My entire hope 
is exclusively in your very great mercy” 
(202). He confessed that God was the 
author of his conversion even though he 
did not realize it at the time. “My God, 
how I burned, how I burned with long-
ing to leave earthly things and fly back 
to you. I did not know what you were 
doing with me” (39). Notice the great 
imagery: 

I will love you, Lord, and I will give 
thanks and confession to your name 
because you have forgiven me such 
great evils and my nefarious deeds. I 
attribute to your grace and mercy that 
you have melted my sins away like ice. 
(32) 

Indeed, “There is one hope, one ground 
of confidence, one reliable promise—
your mercy” (207).

Prayer Lesson 

When looking back at our past 

sins, we should also remember God’s 
great mercy in delivering us from them. 
And we should always express thanks 
for this mercy! It is true that God was 
“long beforehand” with our souls as the 
hymn puts it and as Augustine experi-
enced. We can talk to God candidly and 
freely about this and share with him our 
heartfelt thanks for his patient mercy 
(Ps. 28:6; 116:1). 

Prayers for Spiritual Growth

Augustine recognized his ongo-
ing need for spiritual growth. “The 
house of my soul is too small for you to 
come to it. May it be enlarged by you. 
It is in ruins; restore it” (6). He longed 
to grow in love for God. “Bring to me 
a sweetness surpassing all the seductive 
delights which I pursued. Enable me 
to love you with all my strength that I 
may clasp your hand with all my heart” 
(17–18). On the other hand, Augustine 
also wanted to experience God’s love for 
him more deeply. 

[Lord,] I intend to remind myself of 
my past foulnesses and carnal cor-
ruptions, not because I love them but 
so that I may love you, my God. It is 
from love of your love that I make 
the act of recollection. The recalling 
of my wicked ways is bitter in my 

memory, but I do it so that you may 
be sweet to me, a sweetness touched 
by no deception, a sweetness serene 
and content. (24)

Prayer Lesson 

It is right for us to pray fervently for 
spiritual growth. We should often pray 
for more love to God as we reflect on his 
great redemption (Ps. 107:43). Chris-
tians can furthermore talk to God about 
his great love for us and ask him to give 
us a richer experience of it (Ps. 85:7; 
86:13). 

Conclusion

The short prayers in Augustine’s 
Confessions are a good example of how 
to reflect on God’s merciful work in our 
lives, talk to him about it openly, give 
thanks for it, and ask him for continued 
spiritual growth. You may want to put 
Confessions on your “to read” list for re-
sources on prayer! And, of course, don’t 
forget to ask the Lord to help you pray 
better and open up your heart to him in 
the intimacy of prayer.  

The author is pastor of Covenant Pres-
byterian Church in Hammond Wis-
consin. All quotations are from Saint 
Augustine, Confessions, translated by 
Henry Chadwick (Oxford University 
Press, 1992). 

“You have melted my sins away like ice,” Augustine prays in his Confessions. 
(Sandro Botticelli, c. 1480, public domain)
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F O R E I G N  M I S S I O N S

“IN THE DAYS 
OF YOUR 
YOUTH”
// BENJAMIN K. HOPP

Warwens was still in high school when he first came to 
worship with us at the church in Port-au-Prince. He 

has been a baptized member of the church since 2017 and 
completed his secondary education a couple years ago. What 
does a young man do after graduating high school if he has 
a mother and younger sisters to support? How does a young 
Christian man think about providing for a future family in 
Haiti? 

For Warwens, that possibility came in the form of a vet-
erinary technician program run by a missionary veterinarian 
in Haiti. The program involves a series of weeklong sessions 
where the students learn both in the classroom and in the 
field. They study care of local animals: cats, dogs, goats, pigs, 
horses, and cows. The OPC Haiti Mission had encouraged 
another young man to do this program, but he quit after just 
two months because he thought he had found another, better 
opportunity.

How did Warwens fair? We are grateful to report that he 
completed the program during 2021-2022. The unpredictable 
security situation meant that travel to the program site in rural 
Haiti was, at times, very dangerous. But the Lord provided 
protection, and Warwens will graduate in May 2022. How 
thankful we are for the opportunity this will give him to work 
and grow into a young man who can care for his family and 
give back to the church.

Young People in a Difficult Situation

Why are young people like Warwens so important for the 
Haitian churches? Census data suggests that approximately 
54 percent of the population is under the age of twenty-five 
(worldpopulationreview.com). The World Happiness Report 
put out by the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Net-
work ranks Haiti at 148 out of 156 countries. When you put 
these two data points together, it means that there are a lot of 
unhappy young people in the country.

Is this any different in the church? I am grateful to be able 
to report some stories of young people who are desiring to 
serve God in his church. These young people are finding their 
contentment in seeking the Lord and serving his people. As 
churches who support the work of the Mission, you should be 
encouraged because they are living out Ecclesiastes 12:1, “Re-
member also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the 
evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, 
‘I have no pleasure in them.’” Being a young person in Haiti 
is difficult and discouraging, but the church has an important 
part to play in the spiritual and life development of our young 
people. Let me tell you a few of their stories, which highlight 
both how their lives are difficult and how the church is helping 
them to grow in grace.

Estania, Waiting on the Lord

One of the young women in the picture with Warwens is 
Estania. She has been a faithful member of the Port-au-Prince 

Eberson and Jean, an elder, sharing a hymn-
book at the church in Port-au-Prince

Young people serving the Lord in the Port-au-Prince congrega-
tion: Santanette, Estania, Handy, Seliane, and Warwens

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/haiti-population
https://worldhappiness.report/archive/
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congregation since coming to us in 2017. She has a beautiful 
voice with which she praises God in worship and at special 
celebrations. As she looked to the future, an opportunity came 
up for her to do a two-year hospitality program. She faithfully 
studied and completed the program, which included a lot of 
on-the-job training. She was due to enter the tourist industry 
in Haiti right at the time the gangs made a resurgence and 
the security situation in Haiti really deteriorated, diminishing 
her prospects. What a discouragement for someone who had 
worked hard and was trusting in the Lord!

By God’s grace, Estania has continued to wait patiently. 
Even as she waits for work, she has had to care for her ill 
mother. This has given her opportunity to witness to her fam-
ily of her faith in Christ, trusting that he will provide for her 
future and encourage her despite difficult external circum-
stances.

Franklin, Finding Encouragement in Relationship

Another young man who came to the Port-au-Prince 
church with Warwens and Estania in 2017 was Franklin. 
His skills with technology and computers were evident as he 
finished high school and looked to the future. He was able 
to begin a program at a local technical college. Where does 
a young Haitian man find encouragement to keep going? 
Sometimes it is through another brother—in this case our 
missionary son Elijah.

The Scriptures remind young Christians to “let no one 
despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). 
The Hopp kids have had opportunity to do this as they in-
teract with Haitian young people like Franklin. Elijah used 
his computer knowledge to help Franklin with some of his 
assignments and also had spiritual conversations with him. 
This is another example of how the Lord uses both our skills 
and our willingness in relationship to be an encouragement.

Janez, a Witness of God’s Steadfast Love

Haiti is a place of a multitude of temptations for young 
people. Unfortunately, many fall into sexual sin. Janez is a 
young woman at the Nan Mangot church on the island of  

La Gonâve, who I baptized along with her sister back in 2015. 
Her story is one of sin followed by repentance and restora-
tion. Like many young Haitian women, she found herself car-
ing for a child that 
came as a result of 
a sexual relationship 
outside of marriage. 
By God’s grace, she 
came to her elders 
with a broken and 
contrite heart. 

Now Janez is 
faithful in worship 
and has the support 
of her church fam-
ily. In God’s mercy, 
Janez did not run 
from her sin. She 
admitted it and 
sought forgiveness 
before God and her 
church. Now the 
Nan Mangot congregation has the blessing of three genera-
tions of her family worshiping together—Janez, her moth-
er, and her young daughter. It is a clear testimony to God’s 
promise in Psalm 25:7: “Remember not the sins of my youth 
or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remem-
ber me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!”

Eberson and Jean

As the church in Haiti looks to the future, ultimately the 
spiritual growth of the young people needs to be through the 
older saints helping the younger. Many of the young people 
I have told you about don’t have parents spiritually involved 
in their lives. Very few young people have parents attending 
church with them and giving godly guidance. 

Eberson has been a stalwart at the Port-au-Prince church 
since making profession of faith and being baptized in 2016. 
His growth in grace has been evident, seen especially in his 
thankful heart. As a mission, we provide a lot of diaconal help, 
and Eberson is one of those who always comes to say thank 
you. He is like the one leper who left the other nine to return 
to thank and praise Jesus for healing him.

As I was looking through photos from Haiti, I was struck 
by one of Eberson and Jean. Jean is an elder-in-training at the 
church. In the photo, they are singing together during a Bible 
study. Jean is one of those men who models a godly life. He has 
remained in Haiti, served in the church, and is an example to 
young men like Eberson of one who is thankful and content. 
Pray for the young people of Haiti, that through the example 
of more mature saints, the Lord would “give prudence to the 
simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth” (Prov.1:4). 

The author is an OP missionary in Haiti.  

Franklin and Elijah

Janez and her daughter
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C H R I S T I A N  E D U C A T I O N 

A HIGHLIGHT 
FOR THE CCE: 
THE TIMOTHY 
CONFERENCE
// DANNY E. OLINGER

On March 12, 2020, travel and events across the United 
States began to shut down because of the outbreak of 

COVID-19. This meant the cancellation of the Timothy 
Conference that was to start the next week for sixteen young 
men who had been nominated by sessions across the Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church (OPC). This was a hard blow, not 
only for the men who were going to attend, but also for the 
Committee on Christian Education that oversees the con-
ference. The conference, with its aim of introducing gospel 
ministry in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to young men 
ages sixteen to twenty-one, is annually one of the highlights 
for the CCE. Since its inauguration in 2008, more than two 
hundred men have attended the conference. Thirty have gone 
to study in a seminary, and fifteen have been ordained to gos-
pel ministry in the OPC. 

2022 Conference in Escondido

It was with rejoicing, then, that the CCE was able to hold 
the Timothy Conference again on April 20–23 in Escondido, 
California. Seventeen young men—including one who was 
originally to take part in the 2020 conference—from fifteen 
congregations in twelve different states participated. Joining 
the participants were CCE members David VanDrunen and 
Joel Fick, CCE General Secretary Danny Olinger, Timothy 
Conference coordinator Judy Alexander, and OPC ministers 
and speakers, David Crum, Christopher Hartshorn, Bryan 
Estelle, Zachary Keele, and John Fikkert.  

On the first day, the students attended Dr. Estelle’s class 
on the prophetical books and were exposed to professor and 
students exegeting Isaiah 27 from the Hebrew text. After-
wards a Timothy Conference participant said that seeing and 
hearing the primary work on the Hebrew text was “inspir-
ing,” a sentiment that other young men also shared. 

Mr. Keele also stressed the importance of ministers 

learning the original languages of Greek and Hebrew in a talk 
with the young men. Memorably, he showed how the Greek 
text in Luke 8:38–39 reveals through its structure that Jesus 
is God. Mr. Crum, with thirty-nine years of missionary and 
pastoral experience, spoke on the topic of the office of min-
ister. Dr. VanDrunen followed with a detailed explanation of 
the what and why of seminary education. 

After these presentations, and a delicious lunch served 
by the members of Escondido OPC, everyone departed for a 
time of fellowship at the beach at Oceanside, California. By 
this time, the bonds of fellowship among the recently gath-
ered participants were already beginning to show. Laughter 
and conversations flowed as the young men enjoyed God’s 
creation. This fellowship continued with a return to the motel 
as many gathered in a room to sing psalms and hymns into 
the night. 

The next day, everyone attended Dr. VanDrunen’s class 
on Reformed Confessions, the subject being chapters 17 and 
18 of the Westminster Confession of Faith. Mr. Fick then ad-
dressed the topic that the young men said they had the great-
est interest in learning more about: discerning the call to the 
gospel ministry. Mr. Hartshorn, regional home missionary 

2022 Timothy Conference participants on 
the beach near Escondido, California

The participants sat in on seminary classes, were addressed  
by OP professors and pastors, and—played foosball. 
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    Out of the Mouth . . .
My son, Ray, was recently giggling to himself and 
singing what sounded like “Standin’ in the Need 
of Prayer.” However, the pastor who had taught 
him the hymn was balding, and Ray had misheard 
the words. He was singing: “Standin’ in the Need 
of Hair.” 

—Mark Stumpff
Watsontown, PA

Note: If you have an example of the humorous “wisdom” that can 
come from children, please send it to the editor.

    Congratulations
The Children’s Catechism has been recited by:
• Hydee Silbaugh, Calvary OPC, Middletown, PA

John R. Muether
Like many OPC congregations, our church has 

grown in greater familiarity with and deepening love for 
the Psalms since we acquired the Trinity Psalter Hymnal 
in 2018. One selection that quickly became a favorite for 
us is Psalm 131A. Though 131B is more familiar, 131A 
is a beautiful tune that originated as a sixteenth-centu-
ry German Christmas carol, Lobt Gott, Ihr Christen Alle 
Gleich (“Praise God, All Christians Equally”) by Nikolaus 
Herman, an early Protestant hymnwriter and contempo-
rary of Martin Luther. Two centuries later, Johann Sebas-
tian Bach developed the harmony. 

The Songs of Ascent (Psalms 130–134) describe the 
dangers, toils, and snares in our journey to Zion: bandits 
and thieves, sunstroke and moon-stroke, wild animals, 
and other threats. In Psalm 131, we find yet another chal-
lenge in our pilgrimage—our pride and prosperity. This 
brief psalm teaches a lesson about contentment. It begins 
with the countercultural call to restrain personal ambi-
tion. David describes this by means of dysfunctional body 
parts—a haughty heart and prideful eyes. In modern par-
lance, the pilgrim is blessed who “stays in his lane” —not 
occupying himself with “things too high for me.” Rather 
than peer into the secret things of God, we must hope, 
rest, and trust in what he has revealed to us in his Word. 
David goes on to liken contentment to a weaned child, 
calmed and stilled, who continues to enjoy the nearness 
and intimacy of his mother. The infant has matured into 
a childlike faith.  

Psalm 131 is a humble psalm about humility, and 
Charles Spurgeon once observed that it “is one of the 
shortest psalms to read, but one of the longest to learn.” 
We can add that it is also one of the loveliest psalms to 
sing.

Favorite Psalms and Hymns  
Trinity Psalter Hymnal no. 131A 
“My Heart Is Not Exalted”

of the Presbytery of Southern California, then shared with 
the men helps and encouragements in preparing for ministry 
now. Mr. Fikkert introduced the Committee on Ministerial 
Care to the participants and also encouraged them with the 
importance of being a good listener. Mr. Olinger closed the 
session with a talk on the steps and examination process for 
becoming a minister in the OPC. 

Reflections and Thanksgivings

The group then departed for dinner and fellowship at 
the home of Gabriel and Erin Nave, members of Harvest 
OPC in San Marcos, California. In addition to many con-
versations sitting around the Nave’s patio, a rousing game of 
“Runaround” with Dr. A. Craig Troxel at the ping pong table 
also broke out. The night ended with a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing to God for the events of the past two days and for God’s 
blessing on the participants going forward. 

Early Saturday morning, the first cars started to leave for 
the San Diego airport. Mr. Fick said, “I once again boarded 
the plane for home with thankfulness in my heart to the Lord 
for blessing our labors and praying that he would raise up 
from among these young men the next generation of faithful 
pastors for the OPC.” Dr. VanDrunen added, “We had a great 

group of young men 
who expressed seri-
ous interest in ser-
vice to Christ and 
his church and who 
also developed a 
quick rapport with 
each other.” 

Attendee Evan 
Wheat echoed Dr. 
VanDrunen’s com-
ments about the 
fellowship: “On my 
trip to and from Es-
condido, I missed a 
flight, had a flight 

cancelled, and had a nap on the ground of the Phoenix air-
port. But I would experience all of those troubles again in 
a heartbeat if it meant being able to spend more time with 
the brothers in Christ I found at this year’s Timothy Confer-
ence!”

The author is general secretary of the Committee on Christian 
Education.

17 men from 15 congregations in  
12 states attended the conference
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H O M E  M I S S I O N S

PLANTING A 
DAUGHTER 
CHURCH
// PHILIP T. PROCTOR AND 
JOHN PAUL HOLLOWAY

A conversation between Phil Proctor, pastor of Sterling OPC in 
Sterling, Virginia, and John Paul Holloway, organizing pastor of 
a daughter church in nearby Manassas. They reflect on their experi-
ence thus far and their prayerful hopes for the future.

P  hil Proctor [Phil]: Serving on the foreign mission field 
for the OPC, my “job description” was to promote a local 

church that was planting its own churches. In 2011, when it 
was time to transition to a stateside ministry, the Lord gra-
ciously led us to Sterling OPC in Northern Virginia. The rul-
ing elders had all been involved in seeing Sterling OPC plant-
ed in the 1980s, and as the Lord grew the congregation over 
the next ten years, each new member knew that the vision of 
planting a daughter congregation was front and center in our 
identity. Our goal was to reach a little over one hundred, bring 
a man alongside and grow to one hundred and fifty or so, and 
then “peel off ” fifty to sixty members for a solid core group. In 
2020, it seemed like the Lord was answering our metrics, and 
we began the process of bringing John Paul Holloway, with his 
family, to be our first daughter church pastor.

John Paul Holloway [ JP]: 
Apparently, church planting 
is in my blood. Growing up, 
my family was involved in a 
mother/daughter church plant 
in Plainview, Texas (popula-
tion 21,000). Christ Covenant 
under pastors David Brack 
and Andrew Moody was the 
mother church (seventy-five 
miles away in Amarillo) to our 
daughter, Covenant of Grace, 
pastored by Kevin Van Der 
Linden. My wife, Corinne, also 

grew up in a church plant, in the PCA. We both know well 
the setup routines of chairs and bulletins. We also know the 
pain of failure. After seven years, Covenant of Grace closed. 
Why embark on this adventure again when I have experienced 
firsthand the soul-crushing lack of success? Because God’s 
thoughts and ways are higher than ours. The fruit that God 
brought from my childhood church plant was not immedi-
ately evident—but I have seen and experienced it firsthand. 
And so, here we go again! I was more than excited to take 
a call to serve saints in Virginia who were excited to plant a 
church near to them—to reach out in the communities where 
God has placed them.  

Phil: One of the things I wasn’t prepared for was the (now 
obvious) reality that both congregations—Sterling and Aca-
cia—are new congregations with new service dynamics. This 
is an exciting time to see new faces stepping up to engage in 
ministry! I walked into our first separate worship service on 
January 2 expecting to be discouraged by the gaping hole that 
sixty people had left, but instead have been overwhelmed and 
encouraged by the joy, the sense of mission, and—yes—the 
numeric growth over the past few weeks. It really does feel 

like pruning. OK, that may 
be a bad Scriptural metaphor, 
but when the vine is pruned, 
there’s always abundant new 
growth. It seems that the Lord 
is being pleased to continue 
that at Sterling, and we can’t 
wait for our next daughter!

JP: It’s always extraordi-
nary what the Lord does with 
his ordinary means of grace 
as he builds his church. Even 
though the pruning metaphor 
is a little thorny—it pricks 

John Paul Holloway leading worship at 
Acacia, a new daughter church plant 

John Paul Holloway (center, grey suit) at his ordination and 
installation service with Phil Proctor to his right
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of the truth. This has not been easy! Each step 
has required an active trust in the Lord. In being 
planted somewhere new, people miss their friends 
and the comfort of the familiar. But positively, 
the group already knows each other and shares a 
common vision. 

Sterling had hoped to start the plant with a 
well-seasoned elder, Mark Rogers, who was pas-
sionate and experienced in church planting. But 
the Lord, in his good providence, called Mark 
home just one week before Acacia’s first wor-
ship service. What was God thinking? In human 
wisdom, how could this be good for us? I don’t 
know . . . but God does. We had trouble finding 
a meeting space, but the Lord provided a movie 
theater, and the contract was signed, with insur-
ance in place, just one week before launch. Was it 
possible that God could meet with his people in 
a theater? Yes! His worship is not tied to a par-
ticular mountain or location. He was and is present with us by 
his Word and Spirit because he has promised to be till Jesus 
returns.  

Phil: Why are we striving for a healthy congregation with 
solid leadership that is actively seeking to see the kingdom 
expand in its local area? What Christian wouldn’t want to be 
part of such a group? To know that in our “normal” daily lives, 
we are playing our part in the nations kissing the beloved Son! 
Other congregations have different approaches to kingdom 
expansion, and I do not intend to place ours above anoth-
er’s—to God be the glory in each case. 

However, in the words of Winston Churchill, “There is 
nothing more exhilarating than to be shot at without result!” 
Planting a daughter church feels almost foolhardy and pre-
sumptuous. This can be a financial disaster, and God may well 
choose not to replace the numbers with new growth. All these 
fears are valid, but this is definitely exhilarating! 

This ongoing ministry vision forces us to be outward-
ly focused. In Titus 3:8–9, Paul warns against allowing the 
church to focus on issues that are secondary to the gospel. We 
are not going to be identified by any number of very legiti-
mate wisdom decisions, but by the vows of our church mem-
bership plus nothing. The leadership is committed to pastoral 
shepherding and to the standards of the OPC. Just basic, nor-
mal, Presbyterian stuff, but I’m always surprised at how many 
people have never received a shepherding visit. 

Encouraging a congregation where people know each 

other, are in each other’s homes, and are actively seeking to 
love one another as Christ has loved us—this is where the 
bride is seen in her beauty and is increasingly attractive in 
our despairing culture. Whether God is pleased to allow us 
to plant another daughter congregation or not, our vision is 
the same and we are blessed to have been able to play our 
little part.

JP: Paul, in his letter to Titus, told him to appoint el-
ders in every town. There are 500,000 people in Prince Wil-
liam County, Virginia, and the population is growing. Many 
claim to have “no religion.” There is room here for even more 
churches to faithfully proclaim the gospel. Other NAPARC 
area pastors even expressed excitement for us to join them in 
the harvest because the need is great. If we are trying to in-
vite people to church, it’s nice to not explain that it’s an hour 
away. How about: “It’s only ten minutes! Want to come for 
lunch afterwards?” 

 In seminary, I read a dissertation called, “Small Church-
es Can Plant Churches.” It argues that small congregations 
who begin to pray and save for church planting can be just 
as effective in the work of church planting as megachurches, 
maybe even more so. When God brings the opportunity, 
they’re ready! 

Jesus says in John 4 that the fields are white for harvest. 
Do you believe him? If so, for guts and for glory! (In fact, 
his glory alone!) He will be exalted in the earth and in the 
nations. Labor for him is never in vain. We appreciate prayer 

as we seek to faithfully proclaim the glorious gos-
pel of salvation in Christ alone to our neighbors, 
friends, coworkers, and any person the Lord may 
bring into our lives who does not know the won-
der of being saved from God’s wrath and hidden 
with Christ in God. Perhaps Acacia and Sterling’s 
next church-planting effort will be a joint one.

Fellowship after worship at Acacia, which meets in a movie theater

http://CHMCE.org
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D I A C O N A L 

M I N I S T R I E S

RETIREES: THE 
BACKBONE 
OF DISASTER 
RESPONSE
// CHERYL WADE

Retirement is not the end of busy work lives for the men 
and women who OPC Disaster Response sends around 

the country to repair damage dealt by hurricanes, tornados, 
and floods.

Church leaders say that these senior citizens make up the 
backbone of their volunteers. Here are laborers and planners, 
fixers and rebuilders, with years of prior experience and a love 
of God and neighbor. 

Volunteering Out of Faithfulness

“Retirement is all about life stages,” said Jeff Davis, a sixty- 
one-year-old deacon from Cedar OPC in Jenison, Michigan. 
“You’ve reached a stage in your life where you have more time, 
and God has provided so well,” he said, “so you have a thankful 
heart and you volunteer out of faithfulness.”

Davis had worked in a short-line startup railroad, but 
when it sold, he could make more choices with how he spent 
his time. He had converted to Christianity as an adult. “Ev-
erything changed: my likes and dislikes—everything turned 
around,” he described. He married Gloria, a like-minded 
partner who also had a desire 
to serve others. A cardiology 
nurse, Gloria was born in Af-
rica to missionary parents.

Jeff went to help in Hous-
ton in September 2017 and 
Gloria joined him a month or 
two later. While Jeff worked as 
a site coordinator, Gloria served 
as administrative assistant. She 
created spreadsheets to track 
the work and submitted re-
ceipts for reimbursement. Lat-
er, she said, she took on the role 

of hospitality coordinator for the Houston site. “Once volun-
teers were committed to coming, the volunteer coordinator 
would pass the information on to me,” Gloria said. A church 
served as the “one-stop” hospitality center, where volunteers 
had beds, blankets, sleeping bags, and a kitchen where they 
could cook. Sometimes, women of the church brought lunches 
for the workers and the neighbors, and there were potlucks 
where everybody had plenty of chow, she said. Gloria and Jeff 
worked together on separate parts of the disaster relief. 

On-the-Job Training

Kenley Leslie, who is seventy-three and lives in Staunton, 
Virginia, where he is a member of Staunton OPC, said he 
didn’t put “retirement” and his name in the same sentence. He 
left a career in computer repair and desktop services at fifty-
eight so that he could become involved in volunteer work. He 
was young enough at the time to perform rough, exhausting 
work—ripping up wet floors, and getting the wet wood out.

“I’m not skilled in anything . . . I knew how to swing a 
hammer, and I knew about electricity,” Leslie said. “I was a 
good carpenter’s helper, plumber’s helper, or electrician’s help-
er. I never said I was good at painting; because I was not!”

John Gordon, sixty- 
seven, and a deacon at Cal-
vary OPC in Middletown, 
Pennsylvania, near Harris-
burg, displayed equal modesty 
by calling himself a jack of all 
trades and a master of none. 
When it came to disaster 
work, he said, “I had to learn 
to do something. I was avail-
able.” And time showed him 
what that “something” was.

Gordon is retired from 
public school teaching. He 

Jim Flanagan, who owned a business specializing in disas-
ter restoration, lent his skills to OPC Disaster Response

Gloria Davis and her husband, Jeff, have volunteered  
extensively with Disaster Response in their retirement
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has also worked in group homes for people with disabilities 
and has volunteered with Joni and Friends, an organization 
that offers summer camps for families of children with dis-
abilities. 

His first job with OPC Disaster Response took him to 
Maryland, where a creek had backed up and become “a raging 
torrent.”  The brick home of a member of Grace and Peace 
Presbyterian in California, Maryland, who lived with his aged 
mother, was flooded, and they needed quick help. The house 
was not in a floodplain, so they had no flood insurance.

“The whole first floor flooded about a foot high,” Gordon 
said. Much of the flooring and wall board had to be removed.

“The Lord knew exactly what was going on there (in 
Maryland) and who he wanted there,” Gordon added. He 
realized that he could encourage homeowners—and that en-
couragement, too, was part of the OPC’s work.

The flood had occurred just two weeks after the church 
had installed its only two deacons. Gordon told them the work 
would be “a trial by fire.”

Fellow OPC volunteer Jim Flanagan, member of Cov-
enant Presbyterian in New Bern, North Carolina, drove six 
hours to the site and gave valuable, expert advice to the di-
saster team, Gordon said. Flanagan also taught him to use 
a broom properly: “You don’t push past your foot or you’re 
sweeping stuff back into the air,” he said.

Flanagan, sixty-five, had a cleaning business specializing 
in disaster restoration. He left that work because of a heart 
condition, but that didn’t keep him from using his voice and 
his experience. “It made me more empathic for people,” he 
said. “You get into people’s personal spaces and you end up 
going through one of the worst things they’ve ever had to ex-
perience.” 

When Hurricane Florence struck in 2018, he worked on 
a site near his home, encouraging church members and co-
ordinating the work. At this post, he could describe the big 
picture when it came to repairing people’s severely damaged 
homes. He worked to preserve valuables such as pictures and 
documents. “I could speak with authority about situations, re-
assure people of what to expect or do next,” he said.

While volunteering, he was able to “quit” working and 
focus on relationships, not just management. Compassion 
pushed him forward. “When you get to the core of what 
somebody is, and you talk, you build relationships” and see the 
“harmony” between yourself and another person, he said. 

What’s Next?

Even within retirement, there are stages of life and stages 
of work. Leslie said he can’t keep up with the very physical 
work anymore—he doesn’t have the stamina. He said he hopes 
younger guys will step up for the work. But there’s a new tug 
for him: refugee work. 

“I have talked to people in three different organizations 
about refugee work since 9:00 this morning,” Leslie stated in 
a recent email. A year ago, his wife, Sarah, started a prayer 

time for the persecuted church.  It morphed to include refu-
gees. Recently, the couple learned about Afghan refugees who 
were being housed eight miles away in a Super 8 motel. 

All five volunteers said Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of 
their work and of their lives. “If our security is in Christ, we 
don’t have to solve everybody’s problems,” Leslie said. “This 
was the work of Christ . . . and we worked with Christ.”

“He’s the reason for life; he’s the reason for living,” Gloria 
Davis added. “Without Jesus in your life, what meaning is 
there; what joy is there?”

To learn more about OPC Disaster Response, go to their 
website: OPCDisasterResponse.org.

The author is a member of Christ Covenant OPC in Midland, 
Michigan. 

Pastors Weldeyesus and Tamirat along with CDM  
members John Voss, Seth Long, Nathan Trice, Ron de Ru,  

and Chris Cashen meet a refugee family in Clarkston

CDM MEETING IN 
CLARKSTON, GEORGIA

The Committee on Diaconal Ministries met for their 
stated bi-annual meetings on April 7–8. This year, they met at 
Redeemer OPC in Atlanta, Georgia, the hosting church for 
the Clarkston Refugee Ministry, which the CDM supports. 

This meeting was an opportunity for many of the mem-
bers of the CDM to visit the refugee ministry for the first 
time. “[Pastors Weldeyesus and Tamirat’s] fervor for the gos-
pel and their heart for people was wonderful to experience. 
Clearly they have a gift for reaching into the lives of those 
who have lost country, home, and precious relationships,” 
shared committee member Ron de Ru. 

CDM member Seth Long agreed. “I was most impressed 
with sitting in the living rooms of families who have fled per-
secution and danger . . .  and the ways they are desiring to now 
provide for their families in a land and culture much different 
from their own. It was truly wonderful to see how the Lord in 
his good providence is gathering families to be connected to 
the gospel outreach work of the church, caring for the spiritual 
and physical needs of the stranger in our midst.”

http://OPCDisasterResponse.org
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classes taught by native speakers. Many 
children and adults have attended our 
English clubs, where our Lord has of-
fered the gift of eternal life through 
the gospel ministry of missionaries and 
church members alike.  

Of the thousands of immigrants ar-
riving in Uruguay searching for greater 
stability, several have found the Lord’s 
help from our Mission. One couple 
from Venezuela came from a Reformed 
church and were looking for a Reformed 
church! When they found us, they ex-
pressed their desire to be married. Sev-
eral months later, Salvos Por Gracia 
hosted its first wedding. One of our 
brothers walked the bride down the aisle 
in place of her father. The congregation 
blessed her with a wedding gown, flow-
ers, and a homemade triple layer cake as 
we celebrated God’s love for them. 

His faithful work fills us with 
thankfulness. We recently hosted a mar-
ried couple from the States who used 
their Spanish to thoughtfully engage 
our members throughout the week. Be-
fore the couple left, we listened with joy 
as they praised God for these folks, de-
scribing them as lovely, sweet believers 
who openly shared God’s gracious work 
in their lives. They were also impressed 
with the members’ dedication to Re-
formed doctrine—their commitment to 
study the Puritans as well as Spurgeon, 
Pink, and Sproul. To God be the glory; 
great things he has done!

Expecting Christ’s Finished 
Church

Our regular celebration of God’s 
former work keeps us firmly expecting 
him to finish it.  By faith, we pray and 
plan for the near future. By the time you 
read this article, we trust that God will 
have placed our church in its new loca-
tion, where it will be drawing others to 
Christ. By September, we hope to have a 
new missionary couple working along-
side us. By this time next year, another 
ruling elder and a deacon will be added, 
Lord willing, to our church’s leadership. 
Within two years, we envision a new 

church plant taking shape in the 
vicinity of a member’s home.  

Five years down the road, 
we trust that Salvos Por Gracia 
will enjoy a membership of fifty, 
be financially self-supporting, 
have its own Reformed pastor, 
and be working together with 
a sister church of twenty mem-
bers. Beyond this, a presbytery of 
six Reformed and Presbyterian 
churches would be ordaining its 
own pastors and planting other 
churches. However lofty these 
goals seem in this atheistic cul-
ture, we trust them to the One 
who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, 
resting entirely in his promise to 
build his church.  

Should the Lord bless us 
with all we plan, or far more, 
it would still only be a meager 
taste of heaven compared to 
the eternal glory that awaits his 
church. She is the new Jerusa-
lem, her husband’s holy bride, 
God’s dwelling with his people 
who will be forever purified, forever free 
from pain, sorrow, suffering, and death. 
How gracious of our Lord to call us to 
labor together with him on the only hu-
man entity that will never cease to exist 
in glorious perfection!

And so, we persevere now in our 
work, remembering his faithfulness 
while expecting future glory. What a 
life-transforming perspective! Our Sav-
ior never designs our trials to defeat us, 
but to direct us toward his final goal. 

Last September, Salvos Por Gra-
cia lost its missionaries when we went 
back to the States for four months of 
furlough. Though we were unable to 
work with them, Jesus was working in 
them. Worship continued under their 
elder’s direction, while weekly Bible 
studies were led by another potential 
church officer. They met each other’s 
needs, fellowshipped together, and paid 
all the bills on time. All this took place 
while the missionaries were thousands 
of miles away. Whether they realize it 
or not, they were taking one giant step 

towards becoming their own church.    
And now Salvos Por Gracia has 

lost its building. What we first believed 
to be a major obstacle, we now see as 
an open door. Moving them out of their 
building, Christ is moving them to a 
new place, which is more affordable. As 
they learn to take greater ownership of 
their meeting place, our Mission will 
help them take further ownership of the 
life and leadership of the church itself. 
Apart from their loss, they may never 
have thought to move in a new direc-
tion.     

Our perseverance today depends 
on remembering Christ’s past faithful-
ness in order to expect future fulfilment. 
Isn’t it much like coming to the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Table? There we 
participate in Christ’s body and blood, 
rejoicing in his already finished work 
while setting our hearts on the wedding 
feast of the Lamb where we are already 
fully, but not yet finally, seated.  

The author is an OP missionary in Monte-
video, Uruguay. 

Salvos Por Gracia members in front  
of a new addition to their home

Elder Juan Lopez exhorting the congregation

[Continued from page 7]
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1 Mark & Carla Van Essendelft, 
Nakaale, Uganda (on furlough). 
Pray for their baby, due early 
June. / Paul & Sarah Mour-
reale, West Plains, MO. Pray for 
wisdom as Covenant seeks to 
purchase a church building.

2 Pray that the National Diaconal 
Summit, June 2–4, would be a 
rich time of instruction, encour-
agement, and fellowship.  / Pray 
for the work of stated clerk Hank 
Belfield during General Assem-
bly next week in St. Davids, PA.  

3 Assoc. missionaries Christo-
pher and Chloe Verdick and 
Leah Hopp, Nakaale, Uganda 
(on furlough). Pray for traveling 
mercies. / Summer intern Joe 
(Myranda) Scherschligt at 
Christ OPC in Marietta, GA. 

4 Active duty military chaplains 
Jeffrey (Jennifer) Shamess, US 
Army, and Cornelius (Deidre) 
Johnson, US Navy. / Pray for the 
persecuted church in East Afri-
ca and the Ethiopian Reformed 
Presbyterian Church.

5 Lacy (Debbie) Andrews, regional 
home missionary for the Presby-
tery of the Southeast. / Markus 
(Sharon) Jeromin, gathering-
minister in Battle Creek, MI. Pray 
for the mission work’s weekly 
Bible study.

6 Retired missionaries Brian & 
Dorothy Wingard give thanks 
for the preaching opportunities 
that Brian has and all the Lord 
has given them to do. / Pray 
for Danny Olinger, general sec-
retary of Christian Education, as 
he directs internship program.

7 Retired missionaries Young 
& Mary Lou Son give thanks 
for God’s provision and care. 
Pray for Mary Lou’s daily chal-
lenges with Parkinson’s. / Isaac 
(Esther) Zhou, church-planting 
intern at Pasadena OPC in Pasa-
dena, CA.

8 Home Missions associate 
general secretary Al Tricarico.  
/ Yearlong interns Ben (Jo-
elle) Campbell at Presbyterian 
Church of Cape Cod in West 
Barnstable, MA, and Ben (Vic-
toria) Ciavolella at Delta Oaks 
Presbyterian in Pittsburg, CA. 

9 Pray for Foreign Missions gen-
eral secretary Mark Bube as he 
reports to the General Assembly 
this week. / Tyler & Natalie Det-
rick, Dayton, OH. Pray for God’s 
blessing as Lights of the Nations 
invites its neighbors to worship.

10 Jeremy & Gwen Baker, Yuma, 
AZ. Pray for year-round per-
manent residents to visit Yuma 
OPC. / Pray for Foreign Missions 
associate general secretary 
Douglas Clawson and admin. 
assistant Tin Ling Lee. / Summer 
intern Andrew Davis at Trinity 
Presbyterian in Newberg, OR.

11 Miller & Stephanie Ansell, 
Waco, TX. Pray for faithful 
shepherding, officer training, 
and visitor follow up at Trinity. / 
Summer intern Mitchell Gas-
kins at Covenant Presbyterian in 
Vandalia, OH.

Heero & Anya Hacquebord, 
L’viv, Ukraine. Pray that the Ukrai-
nian people would find their 
peace and hope in Jesus Christ 
in uncertain times. / Pray for 
Andrew Moody and Linda Foh, 
technical assistants for OPC.org.

Pray for the health of retired mis-
sionary Greet Rietkerk living in 
the Netherlands. / James (Dana) 
Stafford, church-planting intern 
at Grace Presbyterian in Colum-
bus, OH.

14 Pray for Charles (Margaret) 
Biggs, regional home missionary 
for the Presbytery of the Mid-At-
lantic. / Pray for CCE’s Subcom-
mittee on Internet Ministries 
as it supervises the work of OPC.
org.

15 Retired missionaries Cal & Edie 
Cummings. Pray for relatives 
struggling with cancer and for 
an opportunity to serve in Japan 
this summer. / Pray for summer 
staff at Boardwalk Chapel, 
Wildwood, NJ. 

12

13

     The Mourreales (day 1)      The Bakers (day 10)

P R A Y E R  C A L E N D A R

JUNE
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P R A Y E R  C A L E N D A R
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Micah & Eileen Bickford, Farm-
ington, ME. Pray that God would 
save local families and bring 
them to worship. / Mark & Jeni 
Richline, Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Pray for more visitors to Salvos 
Por Gracia Church.

Mark & Lorie Wheat, Sugar 
Land, TX. Pray that Good Shep-
herd would see visitors become 
committed church members. / 
Pray for Melisa McGinnis, finan-
cial controller, and Charlene 
Tipton, database administrator.

18 Ben & Heather Hopp, Haiti. Pray 
for God’s grace on Elijah and 
Esther as they finish classes 
and tests for their school year. / 
Summer intern John (Rachel) 
Clifford at New Hope OPC in 
Frederick, MD. 

19 Associate missionaries Octavius 
& Marie Delfils, Haiti. Pray for 
the safety of those gathering for 
Sunday worship in Port-au-Prince 
and on La Gonâve. / Home Mis-
sions general secretary John 
Shaw.  

20 John & Katie Terrell, Moline, 
MI. Pray for Living Hope’s officer 
training and evangelism efforts. 
/ Pray for yearlong intern Kelle 
(Alex) Craft at Redeemer OPC 
in Beavercreek, OH. 

21 Mr. and Mrs. M., Asia. Pray for 
the work of the gospel in the 
Asian students attending Mr. 
M.’s Bible studies. / Pray for Joel 
Pearce, director of the Trinity 
Psalter Hymnal joint venture, a 
work of the OPC and URCNA.

22 Brad (Cinnamon) Peppo, re-
gional home missionary for the 
Presbytery of Ohio. / Pray for Mr. 
and Mrs. F., Asia, that their inter-
actions with northern re-settlers 
in South Korea might lead to 
Bible studies. 

23 John Paul & Corinne Hol-
loway, Manassas, VA. Pray that 
unbelievers would visit Acacia 
Reformed and hear the Word. 
/ John Fikkert, director for the 
Committee on Ministerial Care. 

24 Ben & Melanie Westerveld, 
Quebec, Canada. Pray for the 
English for Kids Bible Camp and 
its outreach to children and fami-
lies. / Summer intern Johnathan 
(Monica) Allen at Westminster 
OPC in Indian Head Park, IL. 

25 Charles & Connie Jackson, 
Mbale, Uganda. Pray that Knox 
School of Theology will receive 
provisional licensing to offer de-
grees this fall. / Home Missions 
administrative assistant Katha-
rine Olinger. 

27 Great Commission Publica-
tions, a joint publishing ministry 
of the OPC and PCA. / Pray for 
associate missionary Angela 
Voskuil, Nakaale, Uganda, and 
the KEO teachers as they restart 
their outreach to many children. 

Summer intern Brennen (Tif-
fany) Winter at Harvest OPC 
in Wyoming, MI. / Chris Byrd, 
Westfield, NJ. Pray the Lord 
would empower the preaching 
at Grace OPC to bring forth new 
life and faith. 

Ayrian Yasar, editorial assistant 
for Ordained Servant./ David 
Nakhla, Diaconal Ministry 
administrator, asks prayer for the 
Refugee Ministry Subcommittee 
as they consider how to disburse 
funds to aid Ukrainian refugees.

30 Associate missionaries James 
& Esther Folkerts, Nakaale, 
Uganda. Give thanks for the en-
couragement of visitors helping 
with Mission maintenance and 
the clinic. / Andrew & Rebekah 
Canavan, Corona, CA. Pray that 
God’s Word would produce wise 
and joyful disciples at Corona 
Presbyterian. /  Summer intern 
Nate (Elisabeth) Bloechl at  
Bethel OPC in Oostburg, WI.

28

29

16

17

26 Mark Stumpff, OPC Loan Fund 
manager. / Chris (Megan) 
Hartshorn, regional home 
missionary for the Presbytery of 
Southern California. / Tentmak-
ing missionaries Tina DeJong 
and Joanna Grove, and mis-
sionary associates Dr. Jim & 
Jenny Knox, Nakaale, Uganda. 

     The Knox family (day 26)      Angela Voskuil (day 27)
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G. I. WILLIAMSON: SEVENTY 
YEARS OF MINISTRY

Archibald A. Allison
June 1 marks seventy years since the Pres-
bytery of Des Moines (UPCNA) ordained 
G. I. Williamson as a minister. He was a 
professional saxophone player and served 
in the army during WWII. After his first 
daughter was born, he began attending 
his parent’s church (UPCNA) and was 
converted under the Rev. Will W. Orr, a 
son of the ARPC, who encouraged him to 
consider the ministry. He studied at Pitts-
burgh-Xenia Theological Seminary and 
learned sound theology through Dr. John 
Gerstner’s church history lectures and by 
reading books in the library by men like 

NEWS, VIEWS & REVIEWS

On April 17, Ron Pearce retired as pastor of Church of the Covenant OPC in Hackett-
stown, New Jersey, after forty-one years of ministry. (Left to right): deacons Jerry Lau-

bach, Garrett Miller, Chris Wagner, Ron DeBlock, Scott Pearce; pastors Ron Pearce and 
Jim Jordan; and elders Joel Pearce, John Vroegindewey, Aron Gahagan, Keith Cuomo.

Williamson with Danny Olinger at the 
87th (2021) General Assembly

UPDATE
CHURCHES 

• On April 8, Light of the Nations OPC 
in Dayton, OH, became a particular con-
gregation of the OPC. 

MINISTERS

• On January 7, Brian Tsui was installed 
as associate pastor of Covenant Presby-
terian in San Jose, CA. Previously, Tsui 
worked with Reformed University Fel-
lowship as a PCA minister. 

• On March 31, the Presbytery of Ohio 
dissolved Stephen S. Lauer’s call to 
serve as an evangelist for Wilmington 
Reformed Church, its mission work in 
Wilmington, OH. Lauer has accepted a 
call to a URCNA congregation in WA. 

• On April 8, Tyler C. Detrick, previ-
ously the organizing pastor, was installed 
as pastor of Light of the Nations OPC in 
Dayton, OH. 

• On April 22, Bryce Souve was ordained 
as a minister and installed as pastor of 
Christ Presbyterian in Janesville, WI. 

UKRAINE FUND UPDATE

Sarah Klazinga
The CDM’s Ukraine Crisis Fund has re-
ceived $567,680 in generous donations.

The CDM  has disbursed $75,000 to 
the PCA’s Mission to the World (MTW) 
Ukraine Crisis Church Fund and $9,900 
designated for “Post-War Needs” to the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe (RPCCEE). 

The CDM continues to assess needs 
for disbursement. In mid-May, David Na-
khla, administrator for the CDM, made 
a whirlwind assessment trip to Eastern 
Europe, visiting ministries in the coun-
tries on Ukraine’s western border. He 
visited MTW’s work in Krakow, Poland; 
the RPCCEE’s works in Budapest and 
Miskolc, Hungary; the ARP’s work in 
Warsaw, Poland, and in Kaunas, Lithu-
ania; and Tolle Lege, a ministry based 
in Warsaw, Poland. Please pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, as they live 
and serve others, in this war-torn country 
and beyond.

Benjamin Warfield. In an adult Bible 
class he taught as a student pastor, his 
wife, Doris, was converted after hearing 
the doctrine of total depravity. The Lord 
took her home in 2017 after seventy-three 
years of marriage. G. I., now ninety-seven, 
served as a pastor in the UPCNA, ARPC, 
OPC, RCNZ, RPCNA, and has been a 
minister of the Presbytery of the Dakotas 
since 1984. He served on the CCE and 
its Subcommittee on Ministerial Training 
for twenty-three years, CEIR for seven-
teen years, GCP, and was the first editor 
of Ordained Servant. 

https://opcdisasterresponse.org/opportunity/ukraine-crisis-fund/
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N E W S ,  V I E W S ,  &  R E V I E W S  Continued

Missionary Baptism and Evangeli-
cal Unity, by J. Cameron Fraser. Wipf 
& Stock, 2021. Paperback, 126 pages, 
$17.00. Reviewed by OP member James 
W. Scott.

Many Presbyterian and Reformed Chris-
tians presume baptized infants to be re-
generate, while many others presume 
them to be unregenerate. Cameron Fra-
ser, who was raised in Scottish Presbyte-
rianism and has spent most of his adult 
life as a Christian Reformed minister in 
Canada, examines the Presbyterian and 
Dutch Reformed traditions on both sides 
of this issue in this book. He adopts the 
latter view and develops its implications 
for church unity. 

Fraser observes that his preferred 
view is much like that held by Baptists 
(especially Reformed Baptists). In a pae-
dobaptist church, children typically are 
baptized as infants and profess their faith 
publicly as teenagers or young adults; in a 
credobaptist (believer’s baptism) church, 
children typically are dedicated as infants 
and profess their faith and are baptized as 
teenagers or young adults. The main dif-
ference, it seems, is when the water (and 
how much of it) is applied. That being so, 
Fraser recommends that, in the interest 
of evangelical unity, churches should offer 
parents of newborn children the choice 
of baptism, dedication (without water), 
or nothing, and then focus on bringing 
them to repentance and faith, to be ex-
pressed in due course by a public profes-
sion, accompanied by baptism for those 
who were not previously baptized. 

 Fraser’s concept of “missionary bap-
tism” derives from the household bap-
tisms in Acts. He considers it unclear 
whether there were any small children 
in the households that were baptized, 
and he cites scholars who find evidence 
of both infant baptism and infant dedi-
cation in the ancient church. Extending 
this pattern to families already in the 
church today, Fraser argues that churches 
should offer both infant baptism and in-
fant dedication to parents.

In developing his thesis, Fraser relies 

REVIEWS
The Spiritual Marriage between Christ 
and His Church and Every One of the 
Faithful, by Girolamo Zanchi, translat-
ed by Patrick J. O’Banion. Reformation 
Heritage, 2021. Hardcover, 152 pages, 
$19.00. Reviewed by OP minister and 
professor J. V. Fesko. 

Few people know the name of second-
generation Reformed theologian Gi-
rolamo Zanchi (1516–1590) 
because he has been eclipsed 
in the present day by the 
reputation of John Calvin. 
Zanchi was an Italian who 
studied under Calvin and Pe-
ter Martyr Vermigli and av-
idly read the works of Martin 
Bucer, Philipp Melanchthon, 
and Martin Luther. He was 
an Old Testament professor 
in Strasbourg and wrote nu-
merous theological works. I 
first encountered his Spiritual Marriage 
when I was teaching a course on union 
with Christ, where we read numerous 
works on the topic from a wide range of 
early modern and modern theologians, 
from Luther to Geerhardus Vos. I found 
Zanchi’s work especially insightful for a 
number of reasons.

First, Zanchi’s work was originally 
a part of his exegetical commentary on 
Ephesians. Zanchi carried out the com-
mon sixteenth-century practice of writ-
ing biblical commentaries and then at 
key points writing doctrinal treatments 
of relevant topics. In this case, Zanchi’s 
treatment of union with Christ follows 

his exegesis of Paul’s teaching on mar-
riage in Ephesians 5. This means that 
Zanchi’s theological work grows organi-
cally from his exegesis of Scripture.

Second, Zanchi’s work is catholic. He 
engages a wide array of patristic, medi-
eval, and contemporary sources to ex-
plain union with Christ. Zanchi, like the 
other Reformers, was a Reformed catho-
lic (note the small “c,” which is different 
than the capital “C” of Roman Catholic). 
Reformed theology did not arise de novo 
from the biblical text and the minds of 
creative theologian but was informed by 
the catholic (universal) church through-
out the ages but normed by Scripture.

Third, as much as Calvin has a reputa-
tion of being a theologian of union with 
Christ, he never wrote a treatise on the 
topic. This fact makes Zanchi’s contri-
bution unique. Where many only read 
Calvin, Zanchi provides greater context, 
texture, and depth to our understand-
ing of the sixteenth-century doctrine of 
union with Christ. Zanchi has numerous 
doctrinal and pastoral insights through-

out his book. Moreover, even 
though it is popular to claim 
that eschatology and bibli-
cal theology are the recent 
insights of twentieth-century 
Reformed theologians, Zanchi 
proves otherwise. He begins his 
treatment of union with Christ 
in Genesis with the creation of 
Adam and Eve and advances 
to the spiritual union that ex-
ists between Christ and the 

church—he covers the unfolding plan of 
redemptive history—from creation to the 
last days. Zanchi makes a persuasive case 
that Adam and Eve’s marriage helps us to 
understand union with Christ, which is 
the same pattern of argumentation that 
Paul unfolds in Ephesians 5.

For these reasons, Patrick O’Banion’s 
translation of this work, his introduction, 
and critical apparatus is a most-welcomed 
addition to the growing body of literature 
on union with Christ. As helpful as many 
recent works on this vital doctrine are,  
C. S. Lewis’s advice rings true: for every 
one new book, read ten old books. In 
this case, Zanchi’s Spiritual Marriage is 
unquestionably an old book well worth 

MILESTONES

• Kathleen G. Curto, 69, died April 24. 
With her husband, OPC minister Tony 
Curto, she served as a missionary to 
Uganda from 1995 to 2004, and she later 
served as registrar of Greenville Presbyte-
rian Theological Seminary. 

• Larry Woiwode, 80, former Orthodox 
Presbyterian ruling elder and member of 
the Committee on Christian Education, 
died April 28. He was the North Dakota 
poet laureate.

reading and will provide spiritual edifica-
tion for the person in the pew, to the pas-
tor, and to the seminary professor.
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heavily on various theologians and schol-
ars, particularly William Cunningham 
and Joel Beeke, and presents both sides of 
issues fairly before reaching his own con-
clusions. His book is thought-provoking 
and shows that Reformed understanding 
of infant baptism has not been uniform.

Fraser quotes the views of others ex-
tensively. A spot check of several block 
quotes reveals a number of careless copy-
ing errors, though the meaning is rarely 
affected. However, word substitution in 
the concluding sentence of a long quota-
tion of the present reviewer obscures the 
crucial point: in Acts, “heads of house-
holds believed [not were baptized] ‘with’ 
[i.e., accompanied by] whatever infants 
were in their families,” and then all in the 
household were baptized (49).

 The dual-baptism proposal faces sev-
eral obstacles. First, if a church believes 
that there is a definite scriptural impera-
tive to baptize infants (or not to), it can-
not in good conscience offer an option. 
A dual-baptismal practice implies scrip-
tural and thus divine indifference on the 

matter, which 
few Christians 
have ever been 
willing to accept. 
Second, if a child 
derives any spiri-
tual benefit from 
baptism that does 
not come from 
dedication, then 
an alternative to 
baptism should 
not be offered. 

Third, if a paedobaptist church is going 
to fully accommodate the credobaptist 
model, it will have to remodel its worship 
facility to include a baptistry (for im-
mersions) and a changing room. Fourth, 
what if someone baptized as an infant in 
a paedobaptist church later wants to be 
baptized as a believer—does that church 
abandon the principle that one should 
not be rebaptized? Should the church al-
low its holy sacraments to be consumer 
driven? 

While greater evangelical unity is 
highly desirable, one must question 
whether churches offering options for 
baptism is the way forward.

Expository Preaching, by David Strain. 
P&R, 2021. Hardcover, 144 pages, 
$11.50. Reviewed by OP pastor Dale A. 
Van Dyke.

Expository Preaching, by David Strain is a 
short but extremely worthwhile read on 
a topic that is often overlooked. While 
there are many books detailing the what 
and how of expository preaching, there 
are very few devoted to the why. As Strain 
explains, this book is “designed to es-
tablish the basic biblical and 
theological foundations for 
expositional preaching in a 
Reformed church” (17). It is a 
smallish, unintimidating book 
that serves its purpose well. 
This is more of a conversation 
than a tome, intended primar-
ily for the listening audience.

The book is comprised of 
four chapters with an easy-to-
follow logic. The first chap-
ter explains how expository preaching is 
rooted in the very nature of Scripture it-
self. Chapter 2 builds on that foundation 
by emphasizing that expository preaching 
“is the servant of the Bible’s text, and this 
means that it serves not only to convey 
the text’s meaning but to accomplish its 
ends” (45). Strain then gives eleven excel-
lent arguments in favor of such preaching. 
In chapter 3, Strain convincingly explains 
why expository preaching is uniquely 
suited to be the primary means by which 
the church carries out its threefold task 
of worship, evangelism, and discipleship. 
This is where modern evangelicals, and 
increasingly the Reformed flock, are con-
fused. They tend not to identify preaching 
itself as an act of worship, 
evangelism, or disciple-
ship, but an add-on or 
support for them. Strain 
makes a compelling case 
that faithful expository 
preaching is uniquely 
and powerfully all three. 
Chapter 4 acknowledges 
that effective preaching 
requires attention from 
both the preacher and 
the hearer. Strain gives 
helpful counsel on how 
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Position Available
Regional Home Missionary: The Presbytery 
of Northern California and Nevada is search-
ing for a man to call as a regional home 
missionary. We invite inquiries from any OPC 
minister or men eligible for ordination in the 
OPC. Inquiries, including ministry informa-
tion forms, may be directed to the Reverend 
Robert Herrmann at dawnseeker@hotmail.
com.

to get the most benefit from a sermon. 
Each chapter concludes with thoughtful 
“Questions for Further Reflection.”

The book concludes with a lengthy 
(thirty pages) Q&A section dealing with 
practical questions like, “What can I get 
from expository preaching that I can’t 
get in my quiet time?” (111); “Why do I 
need to come to church since I have ac-
cess to the best preaching online?” (113); 
or “Won’t my children miss out since 
preaching like this is often over their 

heads?” (128). I found the 
questions to be very relevant, 
and Strain answers them in a 
practical and persuasive way.

This is a little book with an 
important message for both 
preachers and laity alike. We 
can easily lose the vitality of 
our practice by simply failing 
to understand and explain the 
reason behind it. Yes, we be-
lieve in expository preaching—

but why? Without a clear answer to that 
question, we are inviting formalism and 
robbing God’s people of the confidence 
they could have that this is not something 
we do because of personal preference or 
religious tradition but because of a thor-
oughly biblical conviction. That convic-
tion will be a tremendous encouragement 
and create a God-honoring expectancy 
when the pastor steps forward to preach 
the Word. 

This book would be beneficial for 
training elders or interns. It would inspire 
a much-needed conversation for a Sunday 
school class or small group study. I plan 
on using it for the new members class. 
Highly recommended! 
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caring for ministers
Pastors are called to care for their flock. 
How can we care for our pastors?

The Committee on Ministerial Care is committed to 
providing support, resources, and encouragement 
for OPC ministers, their wives, and their widows. 
We work with them directly, as well as with 
sessions and presbyteries, by providing:

• A yearly love gift from the Obadiah Fund for 
all retired ministers and widows

• Monetary grants for retreats and sabbaticals
• Quarterly webinars on helpful topics
• A growing library of resources online
• Financial planning support
• A 403(b) retirement plan
• Counseling resources

Thank you for your support as we serve Christ  
by serving our ministers and their families.


